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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 


OF    THE 


National  rraternal  Congress 

HELD  lU  THB  CITY  OP  PORT  HUHOJ,  MICH., 
October    Sthi,    Btli    and    Tthi,   1807. 


RECEPTION. 

The  reception  tendered  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  by 
His  Honor  Mayor  Boynton,  the  citizens  of  Port  Huron  and  the 
united  Fraternal  Benefit  Societies  in  that  city,  was  a  welcome 
long  to  be  remembered  by  those  whose  pleasure  it  was  to  be 
participants. 

The  reception  took  place  in  the  new  Auditorium,  which  had 
been  pushed  to  completion  in  order  that  the  first  meeting  held 
therein  might  be  that  of  welcome  to  the  Congress. 

His  Honor  presented  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  the  following 
generous  words  of  welcome  : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress : — In 
welcoming  you  to  our  city  I  want  to  say  what  may  surprise  not 
only  our  distinguished  guests  who  are  with  us  to-night,  but  our 
citizens  as  well,  that  to  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  is  due, 
indirectly  at  least,  the  credit  of  some  of  the  improvements  that 
have  been  made  in  our  city  during  the  past  three  or  four  years. 
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Among  them  is  the  construction  oj  the  large,  elegant  hotel,  one 
of  the  best  in  the  State,  at  which  our  visitors  are  stoppings  and 
this  large,  commodious  auditorium  in  which  we  have  assembled 
this  evening. 

This  may  seem  strange,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true.  You  may 
wonder  how  this  can  be.  Well,  let  me  give  you  a  little  piece  of 
unwritten  history.  When  the  Congress  held  its  annua)  session 
in  1889,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  the  question  as  to  where  it 
would  be  held  the  following  year  was  brought  up,  I  innocently 
tendered  the  body  an  invitation  to  meet  at  Port  Huron,  my  na- 
tive city.  As  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Congress^  be- 
ing present  and  taking  part  in  its  organization,  I  imagined  that 
my  invitation  would  be  unanimously  accepted.  I  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  good  brothers  from  Pittsburg  had  got  in  their 
work,  and  most  of  the  representatives  had  promised  to  vote  to 
hold  the  next  session  in  that  city.  With  a  sort  of  quasi  under- 
standing that  Port  Huron  would  be  considered  next  time,  I 
withdrew  in  good  order. 

A  year  rolled  around.  In  the  meantime  I  took  time  and  pains 
to  size  up  my  own  town.  I  recalled  the  large,  fine  hotels  at 
which  we  stepped  in  cities  where  we  had  previously  met,  and 
was  made  to  realize,  from  my  observation,  that  although  the 
Congress  was  small  in  membership,  it  was  made  up  of  men  of 
parts,  men  who,  like  myself,  were  good  livers,  at  least  when 
away  from  home,  mostly  men  like  myself,  with  good  physical 
proportions,  a  jolly  good  natured  lot  of  fellows  who,  like  myself, 
believed  this  world  to  be  about  the  best  world  they  had  any  knowl- 
edge of,  and  proposed  to  enjoy  it  while  they  could.  Well,  I  say, 
after  revolving  these  things  over  in  my  mind,  I  concluded  that 
Port  Huron,  at  that  time,  was  not  the  place  for  so  select  a  crowd, 
and  when  the  time  came  to  name  the  next  place  of  meeting, 
I  was  silent.  No  invitation  was  extended  by  me  to  my  brother 
Congressmen.  This  seemed  to  surprise  some  of  my  friends, 
but  I  said  nothing,  and  the  Congress  decided  to  meet  the  fol- 
lowing year  in  Washington. 
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After  adjourning,  a  friend  said  to  me  before  we  left  the  hall, 
"Boynton,  I  thought  you  were  going  to  invite  the  Congress  to 
meet  in  your  city  next  year?"  "  Well,  yes,  I  did  think  of  it  last 
year,  but  changed  my  mind,"  I  replied.  "Yes,  yes,"  he  exclaimed, 
"  I  know  the  reason  why  you  don't  want  us  to  go  to  your  town." 
"  Well,  what  is  the  reason  ?"  I  asked,  with  apparent  innocence 
and  surprise.  "Why,"  he  said,  "your  city  has  as  pleasant  a  lo- 
cation as  any  in  the  country,  its  natural  advantages  are  out  of 
sight,  but  your  hotels  are  abominable.  Your  streets  and  side- 
walks are  wretched,  and  your  public  buildings,  what  few  you 
have,  are  far  from  being  attractive."  '*What  do  you  know 
about  my  town?"  I  broke  in.  **Oh,  I  was  there  last  summer 
and  spent  several  days,"  he  said.  **I  rode  up  and  down  and 
across  your  beautiful  river  and  sauntered  up  and  down  your 
badly  paved  streets,  walked  over  your  dilapidated  wooden  side- 
walks and  observed  carefully  your  surroundings.  What's  the 
matter  with  your  people  ?  They  seem  to  be  in  a  Rip  Van  Win- 
kle sleep.     Can*t  you  wake  them  up  ?" 

"Hold  on,  my  good  fellow,  hold  on,  don't  say  any  more,"  I 
pleaded.  "  I  see  you  understand  the  situation.  Keep  still,  don't 
talk  out  loud  so  the  boys  will  hear  you.  I  want  to  say  to  you 
confidentially,  my  friend,  and  you  can  put  it  down  in  your  mem- 
orandum book,  that  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  will,  in 
the  near  future,  if  I  live,  meet  in  Port  Huron.  We  will  have 
accommodations  which  will  satisfy  the  most  fastidious,  and  be 
in  a  condition  to  make  the  visit  of  the  officers  and  members 
pleasant  and  agreeable.  It  will  be,  my  friend,  the  future  ambi- 
tion of  my  life  to  have  the  Congress  meet  in  my  native  home." 

Well,  I  returned  home,  not  a  sadder,  but  a  wiser  and  more 
determined  man.  I  immediately  commenced  talking  with  my 
fellow  citizens,  and  explained  to  them  the  cause  which  pre- 
vented my  inviting  gatherings  like  yours  to  this  city.  I  plead- 
ed with  them,  prayed  with  them,  and  urged  them  to  improve 
our  hotel  accommodations,  to  reconstruct  our  public  buildings, 
or  build   new  ones,  beautify   our  parks,   improve   our  streets 
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and  furnish  sidewalks  for  visitors  to  walk  over,  which  would  be 
safe  to  life  and  limb.  I  brought  my  influence  to  bear  upon  the 
city  government,  and  the  result  has  been,  as  that  friend  of 
mine  who  had  such  a  poor  opinion  of  our  little  metropolis 
then,  must  discover,  if  he  is  here,  that  things  have  materi- 
ally changed.  From  a  quiet,  unassuming  place,  we  have  a 
live,  growing,  prosperous  and  pushing  town,  and  a  live,  fra- 
ternal and  business  people. 

Is  it  any  wonder  then,  brothers  of  the  Fraternal  Congress, 
why  I  can,  to-night,  give  you  a  hearty,  fraternal  greeting?  You 
have,  unknowingly,  but  surely,  been  instrumental  in  bringing 
about  a  marked  change  in  the  appearance  of  our  little  munici- 
pality. Our  citizens,  too,  will  now  understand  to-night  what  they 
did  not  know  before,  why  I  have  shown  so  much  anxiety  to  secure 
the  numerous  improvements  which  have  been  made  during 
the  past  three  or  four  years.  I  felt,  as  expressed  by  my  friend 
at  the  Pittsburg  session,  that  no  place  on  earth  had  a  finer  loca- 
tion, no  place  had  greater  natural  advantages,  and  all  that  it 
lacked  to  send  it  to  the  front  was  a  little  fraternal  push,  energy 
and  go-ahead-i-tiveness.  New  life  has  been  infused  into  our 
people  through  your  instrumentality,  and  I  say  it  without  boast- 
ing, that  no  city  of  the  same  population  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan has  made  a  more  rapid  growth,  or  made  as  many  improve- 
ments as  has  Port  Huron  during  the  past  four  years,  and  this 
through  a  period  of  the  greatest  financial  depression  this  coun- 
try ever  witnessed.  Notwithstanding  the  necessary  improve- 
ments made  during  the  period  I  have  referred  to,  the  bonded 
debt  has  been  reduced. 

Yes,  we  can  welcome  you,  thrice  welcome  you,  not  only  for 
what  you  have  indirectly  done  for  our  city,  but  for  the  further 
reason,  as  I  am  enthusiastic  enough  to  claim,  that  the  National 
Fraternal  Congress  is  one  of  the  grandest  bodies  ever  organized 
on  the  continent  of  North  America.  I  know  but  few  outside  of 
the  representatives  of  this  great  organization  realize  what  great 
amount  of  good  the  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  have  accom- 
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plished  in  this  country  and  our  neighboring  country  across  the 
lines  during  the  past  three  decades. 

I  am  proud  to  welcome  a  body  of  men  and  women,  represent- 
atives of  nearly  fifty  fraternal  beneficiary  societies,  with  an 
Siggregsite  membership  of  nearly  two  millions,  and  which  during 
the  past  thirty  years  have  collected  and  disbursed  nearly  two 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  ;  their  outstanding  certificates  aggre- 
gating over  three  billions. 

Yes,  I  am  more  than  proud  to  welcome  a  body  of  men  and 
women  representing,  not  cold  business  insurance  corporations 
without  souls,  but  benevolent  associations  based  on  fraternalism, 
all  having  a  voice  in  their  management  and  all  equal  under  their 
laws.  Yes,  I  am  proud  to  welcome  a  body  of  men  and  women, 
not  officers  and  directors  of  speculative  life  insurance  companies, 
receiving  large  dividends  and  larger  salaries,  but  men  and 
women  who  are  engaged  in  a  great  benevolent  work,  men  and 
women  who  are  bound  together  by  common  ties,  common  inter- 
ests and  common  obligations  to  protect  the  home,  relieve  the 
sick  and  distressed  and  make  the  world  better  for  living  in  it ; 
men  and  women  who  know  how  to  mix  fraternity  and  business 
equally,  thereby  doing  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number, 
with  the  least  expenditure  of  money ;  men  and  women  who  are 
exemplifying  practical  religion,  and  bringing  mankind  up  to  a 
greater  observance  of  the  scriptural  injunction,  "Love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself,"  and  through  their  efforts  bringing  us 
nearer  to  the  realization  of  the  brotherhood  of  man  and  the 
fatherhood  of  God. 

The  foundation  of  these  great  beneficiary  societies  is  fraternity, 
and  the  superstructure  which  rests  upon  that  foundation  is  broad 
enough  to  enclose  all  mankind.  The  certificates  of  the  mem- 
bers are  not  policies,  or  the  members  themselves  policy  holders. 
Their  work  is  a  work  of  benevolence,  and  not  of  charity;  a  work 
based  upon  fraternal  co-operation,  and  not  alone  upon  cold  busi- 
ness methods.     Yes,  I  welcome  you  to  a  city  that  contains  more 
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members  of  these  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  in  proportion  to 
its  population  than  any  other  city  in  the  country.  The  organi- 
zations represented  in  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  and 
having  subordinate  lodges  here,  have  to-day  in  force  nearly  six 
thousand  certificates,  representing  nearly  twelve  millions  of 
dollars  of  life  protection.  If  there  is  another  place  in  the 
United  States  of  America  or  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  whose 
citizens  take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  growth,  prosperity  and 
perpetuity  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system,  and  who  appreci- 
ate more  highly  the  work  that  is  being  done,  I  do  not  know 
where  it  is  located.  By  actual  count  there  are  over  fifty  subor- 
dinate lodges  of  the  leading  beneficiary  societies  located  in  this 
city,  and  notwithstanding  their  number,  I  want  to  say  to  you 
here  to-night  that,  with  one  exception,  the  large  number  insti- 
tuted in  Port  HuVon  and  represented  in  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress  has  never  been  suspended  or  forced  in  any  other  way 
to  surrender  its  charter.  But  notwithstanding  there  is  a  great 
rivalry  for  membership,  all  are  united  upon  general  principles. 
There  is  no  unseemly  contention  or  ill  feeling  existing  among 
the  members  of  the  various  Orders  in  this  fraternal  city. 

In  my  circular  letter  to  the  officers  and  representatives  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress,  inviting  them  to  be  present  on 
this  occasion,  I  promised,  indirectly,  to  turn  over  the  city  gov- 
ernment to  the  Congress  during  their  stay  here,  and  have  urged 
the  officers  and  representatives  not  only  to  remain  with  us  dur- 
ing the  session,  but  have  said  to  them  that  they  could  tarry  a 
week,  a  month,  a  year,  or  for  life,  and  I  now  desire  to  say  fur- 
ther, that  whenever  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  desires  to 
return  here  and  hold  another  session  in  this  city,  they  will  be 
welcomed  by  our  citizens  and  the  same  hospitality  will  be  ex- 
tended as  we  now  extend  to  those  who  are  with  us  to-night. 

Now,  in  accordance  with  the  promise  I  made  in  my  circular 
letter,  I  will  unofficially  surrender  the  city  government  into  the 
hands  of  your  honorable  President.  I  herewith  hand  him  a 
commission  which  will  give  him  full  authority  to  conduct  the 
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affairs  of  our  municipality  until  the  close  of  the  session  of  your 
honorable  body.     It  reads  as  follows : 

"City  of  Port  Huron,  Michigan. 
Office  of  the  Mayor. 

y.  G.  Johnson^  President  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother — Without  any  authority  of  law,  I, 
N.  S.  Boynton,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Port  Huron,  in  the  county 
of  St.  Clair  and  the  State  of  Michigan,  do  hereby  surrender  my 
office  into  your  hands  during  the  eleventh  annual  session  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress.  You  are  empowered  to  appoint 
Brother  John  Mulligan  to  be  Chief  of  Police,  with  power  to  se- 
lect from  the  members  of  the  Congress  such  "cops"  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  maintain  good  order  and  decorum,  with  the 
privilege  of  spinning  yarns,  good,  bad  and  indifferent,  as  he  may 
think  best.  Bro.  S.  A.  Will  to  be  City  Attorney,  with  power 
to  apply  for  injunctions  to  restrain  the  members  from  indulg- 
ing in  excesses,  and  to  petition  for  mandamuses  to  compel  all 
to  love  their  neighbors  as  they  love  themselves.  Bro.  John 
Haskell  Butler  to  be  Police  Justice.  He  will  be  expected  to 
send  every  sinner  to  the  workhouse  and  every  saint  to  church. 
Bro.  W.  R.  Spooner  to  be  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department,  with 
instructions  to  turn  the  fraternal  hose  upon  members  of  the 
Congress  who  may  be  burning  up  from  spontaneous  life  insur- 
ance combustion,  or  who  are  drying  up.and  withering  under  the 
excessive  heat  of  life  insurance  luminaries.  Bro.  Lee  Sanborn, 
J.  W.  Grosvenor,  M.  D.,  and  E.  B.  Rew,  delegates  from  the 
Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  shall  constitute  the  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners.  They  will  be  required  to  furnish  all  the 
water  from  Lake  Huron  for  both  our  present  and  future  needs. 
Bro.  M.  W.  Sackett  to  be  City  Clerk.  He  will  be  required  to 
spend  his  time  in  fishing  from  the  docks  along  the  St.  Clair 
River  and  scaling  down  the  canned  speeches  and  other  canned 
goods  which  members  may  have  concealed  in  their  side  pockets. 
Bro.  John  J.  Acker  to  be  the  City  Treasurer.     His  duty  will  be 
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to  furnish  all  the  green  goods  called  for  by  the  members,  to 
meet  all  obligations  incurred  by  them  outside  of  those  taken  in 
the  lodge  room.  Bro.  Frank  Gage  to  be  City  Controller.  His 
duty  will  be  to  draw  warrants  on  the  emergency  fund  when 
unforeseen  and  unexpected  emergencies  arise,  and  issue  and  sell 
fraternal  bonds  at  par,  whenever  the  reserve,  through  an  in- 
creased mortality,  drops  out  of  sight  and  out  of  touch. 

Brother  D.  E.  Stevens  to  be  Superintendent  of  Cemeteries. 
It  will  be  his  duty  to  see  that  the  graves  of  the  **  Old  Liners  " 
are  kept  green  and  that  every  "kicker"  is  buried  beyond  hope 
of  resurrection.  Bro.  J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D.,  to  be  City  Physi- 
cian. It  will  be  his  duty  to  look  after  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  Congress  and  quarantine  the  medical  section  while  in  the 
city.  Bro.  F.  W.  Sears  to  be  City  Engineer.  It  will  be  his 
duty  to  survey  the  territorial  limits  of  the  Congress  and  estab- 
lish distinctly  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  Old  Liners 
and  Fraternals,  and  to  see  that  the  lines  of  the  Fraternals  do 
not  run  over  and  into  the  Old  Liners*  camp. 

You  are  fully  empowered,  under  this  questionable  authority, 
to  appoint  as  many  other  officers  as  you  may  think  necessary  to 
conduct  the  affairs  both  of  the  city  and  the  Congress  along  fra- 
ternal lines.  See  to  it  that  you  create  enough  to  go  around, 
and  thus  avoid  offending  the  most  ambitious  member.  I  assure 
you  that  our  citizens  will  sympathize  with  you  and  pray  for  you 
while  you  are  filling  this  important  position. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  fifth  day  of  October  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  1897. 
[seal.]  Yours  fraternally, 

N.    S.    BOYNTON." 

President  Johnson  in  a  most  pleasing  and  happy  manner  re- 
sponded to  the  words  of  welcome  of  His  Honor,  Mayor  Boyn- 
ton,  assuring  him  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  Congress, 
at  least,  good  government  and  honest  administration  of  affairs 
would  maintain  in  the  city  of  Port  Huron. 
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K  I  RST   .DAY. 


MORNING   SESSION. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Session  of  the  National  Fraternal  Con- 
gress was  convened  in  Society  Hall,  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  Tues- 
day, October  6,  1897.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10 
o'clock  A.  M.,  by  President  J.  G.  Johnson,  of  Peabody,  Kan. 

The  President  announced  that  the  formal  welcome  and  ex- 
tending of  courtesies  to  the  Congress  by  the  brethren  of  the 
various  Orders  and  the  officials  of  Port  Huron,  which  had  usu- 
ally taken  place  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  would  in 
this  instance  be  deferred  until  the  public  meeting  to  be  held  in 
the  evening  at  the  Auditorium. 

FORMAL   OPENING   OF    THE   SESSION. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  S.  P.  Lacey,  of  Newark, 
N.  J.,  invoked  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence  upon  the  Con- 
gress and  its  work. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Session  of  the  Congress  being  declared 
duly  opened  for  the  transaction  of  biisiness,  the  roll  was  called, 
and  after  filling  vacancies  the  following  Officers,  Committee- 
men, Medical  Examiners-in-Chief  and  Past  Presidents  were  re- 
ported present : 

OFFICERS. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  President Peabody.  Kan. 

James  E.  Shcpard,  Vice-President Lawrence,  Mass. 

M.  W.  Saclcett,  Secretary-Treasurer Meadville,  Pa. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Tate,  Ciiaplain Lincoln,  Neb. 
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COMMITTEES. 

ConsHiuiion  and  Laws. 

Julius  M.  Swain,  Chairman 120  Tremont  St ,  Boston,  Mass. 

Miss  Bina  M.  West Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Will  T.  Walker .' 600  Minnesota  Ave.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

John  E.  Pound ■ ! Lockport,  N.  Y . 

O.  B.  Craig Fidelity  Building,  Baltimore,  Md. 

E.  S.  McClintock Topeka,  Kan. 

Statutory  Legislation, 

John  Haskell  Butler,  Chairman 244  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

John  W.White Rock  Falls,  111. 

John  Mulligan Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

W.  G.  Ross Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

F.  W.  Sears Rialto  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

W.  S.  Linton Saginaw,  Mich. 

J.  M.  McKinstry Society  of  Savings  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Millard  R.  Powers 153  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

A.  L.  Hereford Springfield,  111. 

J.  Scully  Taft Kecne,  N.  H. 

Wm.  G.  Morris 886  W.  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Credentials  and  Finance, 

John  J.  Acker,  Chairman Albany,  N.  Y 

Frank  N.  Gage 128  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111 

J.  A.  McGillivray Forester's  Temple,  Toronto,  Ont 

LecR.  Sanborn 48  W.  Eagle  St,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 

Geo.  H.  Howard Cambridge,  Mass 

Frank  S.  Fetter Jersey  City,  N.  J 

Samuel  Klotx Newark,  N.  J 

Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders, 

D.  P.  Markey,  Chairman Port  Huron,  Mich 

D.  E.  Stevens 1828  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

B.  F.  Nelson St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Warner     Topeka,  Kan . 

Dr.  E.  R.  Hutchins Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

John  G.  Mitchell Baltimore,  Md . 
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Jasper  N.  Recce,  Chairman Springfield,  111. 

J.  W.  Goheen Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Salem  Heilman Sharon,  Pa. 

Mn.  Emma  E.  Bower Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Edwin  O.  Wood Flint,  Mich. 

D   W.  Gerard  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

John  G.  H.  Myers 150  Nassau  St..  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Lillian  M.  Hollister Detroit,  Mich. 

J.  W.  Myers. . '. Toledo,  Ohio. 

Past  Presidents, 

John  Haskell  Butler,  1887-1889 Boston,  Mass. 

D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D.,  188^1890 ...Hannibal,  Mo. 

N.  S.  Boynton,  1893-1894 Port  Huron,  Mich. 

S.  A.  Will,  1894-1895 Pittsburg,  Pa. 

W.  R.  Spooner,  1895-1896 New  York  City,  N.  Y . 

J.  G.  Johnson.  1896-1897 Peabody,  Kan. 

Medical  Examiners4n-ChieJ  {full  enrollment), 

C.  A.  McCollum,  M.  D Minneapolis,  Minn. 

D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D Hannibal,  Mo. 

Henry  Jamison,  M.  D Indianapolis,  Ind . 

Philip  A.  McCrae.  M.  D Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

S.  J.  Anderson,  M.  D Lawrence,  Kan . 

J.  W.  P.  Bates,  M.  D Baltimore,  Md. 

F.  S.  Wagenhals,  M.  D Columbus,  Ohio. 

Thomas  Opie.  M.  D Baltimore,  Md . 

J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D Baltimore,  Md. 

Thomas  Millman,  M.  D Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada. 

H.  A.  Warner,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 

R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D Port  Huron,  Mich . 

Orson  Millard,  M.  D Flint,  Mich. 

W.  K.  Harrison,  M.  D .Chicago,  III. 

J.  T.  Craig,  M.  D Kansas  City,  Mo. 

M.  R.  Brown,  M.  D Chicago,  111. 

S.  Heilman,  M.  D Sharon,  Pa. 

W.  G.  Weaver,  M.  D Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

J.  W.  Grosvenor,  M.  D Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

J.  F.  Davidson,  M.  D . .  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 
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J.  D.  Young.  M.  D Winthrop,  Mass. 

W.  O.  Rodgers,  M.  D Omaha,  Neb. 

C.  S.  McCllntock,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 

Van  R.  Tindal.  M.  D Philadelphia.  Pa. 

Geo.  R.  Kuhn,  M.  D Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

S.  J.  Anderson.  M.  D Lawrence.  Kan . 

Thomas  Wateman.  M.  D Boston,  Mass . 

C.  S.  Chase,  M.  D Waterloo,  Iowa. 

C.  C.  Higgins.  M.  D Chicago.  111. 

H.  S.  Dalton.  M.  D St.  Louis,  Mo. 

F.  W.  Dunker,  M.  D ^ 28  Fair  St..  Newark,  N.  J. 

C.  E.  Clark,  M.  D Kansas  City.  Mo. 

H.  Patterson,  M.  D Wilmington,  Del . 

Herbert  A.  Chase.  M.  O Boston.  Mass . 

Herbert  G.  Jones,  M.  D Utica,  N.  Y. 

M.  Ware,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 

Sanford  Hanscom,  M.  D East  Somerrille.  Mass. 

A.  R.  Finck.  M.  D PhUadelphia.  Pa. 

W.  L.  Atthon,  M.  D Lincoln,  111. 

Emory  L.  White.  M.  D Somerville,  Mass. 

S.  T.  McDermcth,  M.  D Denver,  Col. 

Theo.  F.  Morris,  M.  D Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

C.  A.  VanVelxer.  M.  D Ft,  Scott,  Kan. 

J.  Foster  Bush,  M.  D Boston,  Mass. 

Dr.  Susan  McG.  Snyder Council  Bluffs.  la. 

Dr.  E.  Franc  Morrill Reek  Falls,  la. 


Document  No,  I. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON    CREDENTIALS    AND    FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance,'  through  its 
chairman,  Mr.  Acker,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted,  and  the  delegates  from  the  various  societies  therein 
named  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Congress  : 

To  the  National  Ftatemal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance  would  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  credentials  of  the  representatives  of  the  several  societies  that  are 
members  of  this  Congress,  and  have  embodied  their  names  and  addresses  in 
the  list  which  follows  : 
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American  Legion  of  Honpr, 

Adam  Warnock 200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  Mats . 

J.  Foster  Bnsh,  M.  D 651  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  Mass . 

Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids 

E.  S.  McClintock  Kansas  City,  Mo . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  S.  McClintock,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan . 

Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 

J.  G.  Tate Lincoln,  Neb . 

W.  S.  Robson LaGrange,  Texas. 

H.  C.  Sessions Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D Hannibal,  Mo. 

Artisan's  Order  of  Mutual  Protection, 

Louis  Maloney 588  Tasker  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Van  R.  Tindal,  M.  D 838  Reed  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Catholic  Benevolent  Legion. 

W.  G.  Ross / Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

A.  V.  Harding New  Brunswick,  N.  J . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Geo.  R.  Kuhn.  M.  D 122  Clinton  Ave.,  Brooklyn. 

,  Chosen  Friends. 

Louis  A.  Sleber .418^  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Wm.  B.  Wilson 787  Broad  St. ,  Newark,  N.J. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Henry  Jamison,  M.  D 28  E.  Ohio  St.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Empire  Knights  of  Relief. 
Sup.  Med.  Ex.  P.  A.  McCrae Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Fraternal  Aid  Association. 

Lewis  A.  Ryder,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  S.  J.  Anderson,  M.  D Lawrence,  Kan . 

Fraternal  Legion. 
Dr.  J.  W.  P.  Bates Baltimore,  Md . 
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F/aitrnal  Mystic  CircU, 

'      D.  E.  Stevens 1328  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  F.  S.  Wagenhals,  M.  D Columbus,  Ohio. 


Fraternal  Union  of  America, 

F.  F.  Roose Omaha,  Neb. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  S.  T.  McDermelh,  M.  D Denver,  Col. 


Golden  Chain, 

J.  A.  Baden.  M.  D Baltimore,  Md. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Thos.  Opie,  M.  D Fidelity  Bldg.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Home  Circle, 

Frederick  A.  Draper 8  Oxford  St.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Thos.  Wateman,  M.  D 252  Newberry  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Improved  Order  Heptasophs. 

Harry  Goldman Baltimore,  Md. 

John  G.  Mitchell : . . .  Baltimore,  Md . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D Baltimore,  Md. 


Independent  Order  of  Foresters, 

G.  A.  Harper Toronto,  Onl. ,  Can . 

J.  D.  Clark Dayton,  Ohio. 

A.  E,  Stevenson * .  .Chicago,  111. 

A.  T.  Hunter Toronto,  Ont.,  Can . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Thomas  Millman,  M.  D Toronto,  Ont.,  Can . 


Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 

E.  R.  Hutchins Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  S.  Chase,  M.  D Waterloo,  Iowa. 


Knights  of  the  Golden  Rule. 

A.  M.  Worcester : 429  Walnut  St.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  C.  Higgins,  M.  D 167  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111. 
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Knights  of  Honor. 

J.  W.  Gohecn Philadelphia,  Pa. 

B.  F.  Nelson St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Samuel  Kloiz Newark,  N.  J . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  S.  Dalton,  M.  D Odd  Fellows  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security, 

J.  M.  Wallace Topcka,  Kan. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  A.  Warner,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star. 

Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lscey Newark,  N.  J . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  F.  W.  Duncker,  M-.  D 28  Fair  St.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 

Ed.  L.  Young Norwalk,  Ohio. 

Thos.  Wauon Port  Huron,  Mich . 

D.  D.  Aitken Flint,  Mich. 

Geo.  J.  Siegle 91  Niagara  St.,  Buflfalo,  N.  Y. 

Jas.  F.  Downer 6882  Langley  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

A,  Wier Samia,  Ont.,  Can. 

Mrs.  Frances  E.  Burns St.  Louis.  Mich. 

Miss  Emma  E.  Bower Ann  Arbor,  Mich . 

'  Sup.  Med.  Ex.  R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D Port  Huron,  Mich. 

• 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside, 

W.T.Walker Kansas  City,  Kan . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  E.  Clark,  M.  D Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard, 

F.  H.  Rankin.  Jr Flint.  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  O.  Millard,  M.  D Flint,  Mich. 

Legion  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Jno.  B.  Treibler,  Jr Baltimore,  Md. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  Patterson.  M.  D Wilmington,  Delaware. 

s 
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Loyal  Additional  Bemjit  Association. 

Wm.  A.  Tompkins Rutherford,  N.  J. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Theo.  F.  Morris,  M.  D.,  298  Montgomery  St.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Modem  Woodmen  of  America. 

D.  I.  Thornton Kansas  City,  Mo. 

John  W.  White    Rock  Falls,  111 . 

Frank  O.  Van  Galder Sycamore,  111. 

Benjamin  D.  Smith Mankato,  Minn . 

Adolphus  R.  Talbot Lincoln,  Neb. 

Emory  Townsend Saginaw,  Mich . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  A.  McCoUum,  M.  D Minneapolis,  Minn. 

National  Resetve  Association. 

F.  W.  Sears Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  T.  Craig,  M.  D Kansas  City,  Mo. 

National  Union. 

J.  W.  Myers Box  82,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

W.  M.  Bayne 78  Franklin  St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  M.  R.  Brown,  M.  D 34  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

Lucius  P.  Deming New  Haven,  Conn . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Herbert  A.  Chase,  M.  D 48  Milk  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Order  United  Friends. 

John  G.  H.  Myers 150  Nassau  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Herbert  G.  Jones,  M.  D Utica,  N.  Y. 

National  Aid  Association 

Alonzo  Wardall Topeka,  Kan . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  M.  Ware,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 

Protected  Home  Circle. 

p.  D.  Stratton Sharon,  Pa. 

W.  S.  Palmer Sharon,  Pa. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Salem  Heilman,  M.  D Sharon,  Pa. 
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Royal  Arcanum. 

E.  M.  Schryver 18  W.  Saratoga  Street,  Baltimore,  Md. 

W.  O.  Robson 407  Shawmut  Avenue,  Boston,  Mass . 

John  E.  Pound Lockport,  N.  Y. 

Joseph  A.  Langfitt 110  Diamond  Street.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

J.  M.  McKinttry Society  of  Savings  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Sanford  Hantcom,  M.  D East  Somerville,  Mass. 

Royal  League, 

L.  L.   MorriscAi Rockford,  111. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Wallace  K.  Harrison,  M.  D Chicago,  111. 

Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows, 

W.  R.  Spooner New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  G.  Weaver,  M.  D Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

Royal  Templars  of  Temperance. 

L.  R.  Sanborn 45  Niagara  St.,  Buflfalo,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  W.  Grosvenor,  M.  D 118  Plymouth  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

,  Select  Friends. 

J.  T.  Tinder Parsons,  Kan . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  A.  Van  Velzer,  M.  D  Ft.  Scott,  Kan. 

Shield  of  Honor, 

James  H.  Livingston 1207  E.  Monument  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  A.  R.  Finck,  M.  D 208  Girard  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Supreme  Court  of  Honor, 

A.  L.  Hereford Springfield,  111 . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  L.  Atthon,  M.  D Lincoln,  111. 

Supreme  Lodge  Order  of  Mutual  Protection, 

G.  Del  Vecchio Chicago,  III. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  K.  Harrison,  M.  D 52  Walton  Place,  Chicago,  III. 
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Tribe  of  Ben-Hur. 

F.  L.  Snyder Crawfordsville,  Ind . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  F.  Davidson,  M.  D Crawfordtville,  Ind. 


United  Order  of  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

J.  S.  Tafi Keene,  N.  H. 

Mrs.  Helen  O.  Taft Keene,  N.  H . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Emory  L.  White,  M .  D Somerville,  Mass, 


United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross, 

W.  R.  Cooper Knoxville,  Tenn . 

F.  I.  Day Lewistoo,  Maine. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  D.  Young,  M.  D Station  X,  Boston,  Mass. 

Woodmen  of  the  Wofld, 

Philo  Trucsdell Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  O.  Rodgers,  M.  D.* 202  Sheely  Bldg.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


Royal  Neighbors  of  America, 

(1)  Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Dr.  Susan  McG.  Snyder Council  BluflEs,  la. 

(2)  Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Dr.  E.  Franc  Morrill Rock  Falls,  la. 


Ladies'  Catholic  Benevolent  Association. 
Sup.  Med.  Ex 


Your  committee  further  report  that  they  have  examined  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  several  organizations  hereinafter  named  that  have  applied  for 
admission  to  the  Congress,  and  find  that  they  comply  with  all  of  the  require- 
ments of  our  constitution  regulating  membership  in  this  body,  and  we  recom- 
mend their  admission  as  members  of  the  Fraternal  Congress  upon  payment  of 
the  required  membership  fee  : 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside .* Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Catholic  Benevolent  Legion • ...   Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Supreme  Court  of  Honor Springfield,  111. 
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National  Aid  Association Topeka,  Kan. 

Ladies'  Catholic  Benevolent  Association Erie,  Pa. 

Royal  Neighbors  of  America Peoria,  III. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  J.  Acker, 
Frank  N.  Gage, 

LeB  R.  S4NB0RN, 

John  A.  McGillivray, 
Geo.  H.  Howard, 
Frank  S.  Petter, 
Sam'l  Klotz, 

Committee, 

The  matter  of  representation  and  the  number  of  votes  each 
society  in  the  Congress  should  be  entitled  to  being  bjefore  the 
Congress,  it  was  stated  by  the  Secretary  that  the  roil  had  been 
prepared  in  accordance  with  former  precedent,  based  upon  the 
membership  January  1,  1897,  as  shown  by  the  annual  reports 
made  to  the  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  the  roil  of  representation  and  num- 
ber of  votes  was  corrected  in  accordance  with  reports  made 
September  1,  1897. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Acker,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  pre- 
pare blank  reports  and  send  to  the  various  societies  connected 
with  the  Congress,  upon  which  to  certify  membership,  etc. 
Said  reports  to  be  filed  with  the  Secretary,  on  the  first  day  of 
the  month  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  Congress,  and  upon 
this  report  representation,  number  of  votes  and  membership  fee 
in  the  Congress  is  to  be  determined.  Provided  that  in  case 
the  above  report  is  not  received,  then  representation,  number  of 
votes  and  membership  fee  shall  be  upon  the  basis  of  the  annual 
reports. 

The  President  reported  the  following  Order  of  Business, 
which  had  been  arranged  for  this  meeting  of  the  Congress  : 
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ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

First  Day,  Tuesday,  October  5th. 

morning  session 
Opening  at  10  A.  M. 

Official  Greetings. — Welcome  by  Mayor  N.  S.  Boynton.  Response  by  Presi- 
dent J.  G.  Johnson. 

Prayer  by  J.  G.  Tate,  Chaplain. 

Report  on  Credentials. 

Reports  of  Officers. 

Appointment  of  Committee  on  Distribution. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Distribution,  and  action  thereon. 

Medical  Section,  as  follows : 

(1.)  Applicant,  From  Solicitors'  and  Medical  Examiners*  point  of  view,  and 
also  as  seen  by  the  Medical  Directors.  Dr.  E.  R.  Hutchins,  Iowa  Legion  of 
Honor. 

(2.)    Applicati$ni,    (a)  Should  any  more  questions  be  added  to  the  same? 

Is  it  possible  to  use  a  uniform  blank  ? 

Should  the  application  be  in  two  forms,  one  for  the  applicant  and  one  for  the 
examiner,  and  how  should  the  same  be  disposed  of.  Dr.  H.  A.  Warner,  Knights 
and  Ladies  of  Security. 

(3)  Moral  Hazard,  (a)  How  much  importance  shall  be  placed  upon  state- 
ments by  applicants  in  affirmative  answer  to  sundry  symptoms  or  disease? 

{Jbi)  How  can  it  best  be  determined,  and  what  particular  factors  should  be 
disclosed  ?    Dr.  W.  O.  Rogers,  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

{c)  How  much  importance  shall  be  placed  upon  that  history  of  previous 
disease,  and  what  shall  be  the  rule  requiring  period  of  probation,  so  to  speak, 
before  danger  of  sequela  will  pass  ?    Dr.  O.  Millard,  Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard. 

(4)  Personal  Hazard,  (<j)  Have  we  any  positive  fact  to  bake  conclusions 
upon  the  elimination  of  tuberculosis  by  contagion,  in  other  words  to  defeat 
this  predisposition  ?    Dr.  C.  A.  McColium,  Modem  Woodmen  of  America. 

(b)  To  what  extent  shall  cancer  in  the  family  history  be  cause  for  rejection  ? 
Dr.  R.  E.  Moss,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 
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(c)  Should  the  particulars  of  the  family  history  be  written  up  by  the  examiner 
or  solicitor?  How  should  a  question  be  framed  to  insure  the  examiner  has 
reviewed  and  fully  comprehends  the  importance  of  the  answers  as  given  to  the 
particular  of  the  personal  and  family  history.  Dr.  A.  H.  Christian,  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs. 

(^  Are  the  questions  now  in  use  in  the  examiner's  part  explicit  enough  to 
disclose  any  hidden  degeneration  ?    Dr.  M.  M.  Danforth. 

(5)  Examiner.  Should  he  be  elected  by  the  local  organization  or  appointed 
by  the  grand  body,  and  under  what  restriction,  and  what  should  be  his  compen- 
sation, and  how  should  he  be  paid  ?  Dr.  J.  D.  Young,  United  Order  of  the 
Golden  Cross 

Second  Day,  Wednesday,  October  6th. 

morning  session. 
Prayer. 

Unfinished  Business. 
Election  of  Officers . 

Report  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws,  and  action  thereon. 
Report  of  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation,  and  action  thereon. 
Financial  Report   of    Committee  on   Credentials  and   Finance,  and  action 
thereon. 
Report  of  Committee  on  Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders,  and  action  thereon. 
Report  of  Committee  on  Fraternal  Press,  and  action  thereon. 
Reports  of  Special  Committees,  and  action  thereon. 
Fixing  place  for  holding  next  session. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Consideration  of  reports  of  Committees. 

Special  Order  consideration  of  report  of  Committee  on  Statistics  and  Good 
of  the  Orders,  and  reading  of  paper  pertaining  to  subject. 

(1.)  *'The  Future  of  Beneficiary  Fraternal  Societies.''  H.  C.  Sessions, 
A.  O.  U.  W.    . 

(2.)  '*The  Effect  of  Selections  Exercised  by  Withdrawing  Members."  F. 
A.  Draper,  Home  Circle. 

(3.)  *'The  Fraternal  System  vs.  Paternal  Insurance.**  J.  M.  McKinstry, 
Royal  Arcanum. 
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(4  )    *'  What  of  To-morrow."    F.  W.  Sears,  National  Reserve  Association. 

(6.)  **One  Rate  with  a  Reserve  for  all  Beneficiary  Societies."  Dr.  H.  A. 
Warner,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security. 

(6.)    "  Mortuary  Cost."    J.  E.  Shepard,  United  Order  of  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

Third  Day,  Thursday,  October  7th. 
Prayer. 

Unfinished  Business. 

Presentation  of  Papers,  and  discussion  thereon. 

(1.)  "Value  of  Co-operation  Among  the  Fraternities."  A.  Wardall,  National 
Aid  Association. 

(2.)    ••  Suicides."    A.  L.  Hereford,  Supreme  Court  of  Honor. 

(8.)  **  Importance  of  Fraternal  Journalism."  E.  W.  Gerard,  Tribe  of  Ben 
Hur. 

(4 )  "  Ideal  Order  of  the  Future  "  E.  S.  McClintock,  Ancient  Order  of  the 
Pyramids. 

Note. — The  papers  presented,  read  and  discussed  before  the  Congress  at 
various  times  during  its  session  will  be  found  under  the  separate  headings 
*•  Medical  Section"  and  **  Papers  Presented." 

President  Johnson  appointed  as  Committee  on  Distribution 
of  Officers'  Reports,  Past  Presidents  W.  R.  Spoon er,  S.  A.  Will 
and  Mr,  Louis  A.  Steber,  of  Missouri. 

On  motion,  the  hours  of  meeting  were  fixed.  Morning  ses- 
sion to  convene  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.;  afternoon  session,  2  o'clock 
p.  M.;  recess  to  be  taken  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress. 

Past  President  Boynton,  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Port  Huron 
and  the  various  fraternal  societies  in  that  city,  invited  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  and  their  friends  to  participate  in  a  series 
of  entertainments  as  follows  : 

(1)  Tuesday  afternoon  at  3.30  o'clock,  an  excursion  and  boat 
ride  on  the  St.  Clair  River  and  on  Lake  Huron. 

(2)  Tuesday  evening  a  public  entertainment  in  the  new  Aud- 
itorium, built  especially  for  this  meeting  of  the  Congress  at  an 
expense  of  $28,000. 
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(3)  Wednesday  afternoon,  a  trip  through  the  International 
Tunnel  beneath  the  River  St.  Clair. 

(4)  Wednesday  evening,  a  banquet  at  Hotel  Harrington. 

The  above  invitations  were   accepted,  with   thanks,  by   the 
Congress. 

Recess  taken  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  President 
Johnson  in  the  chair. 

President  Johnson  presented  his  annual  address  to  the  Con- 
gress (See  Appendix),  which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Distribution. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  Sackett  presented  his  annual  report, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Distribution.  (See 
Appendix.) 


Document  No,  2. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    DISTRIBUTION. 

Past  President  Spooner,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
tribution, presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 
Brkthjibn — Your  Committee  on  Distribution  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

(1)  That  the  portion  of  the  President's  report  entitled  *'The  Plan  of  the  Con- 
gress" be  referred  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee and  the  Past  Presidents  attending  this  session. 

(2)  That  the  matter  entitled  **  The  Medical  Section  "  be  referred  to  the  Medi- 
cal Section  of  the  Congress. 

(3)  That  the  portion  of  the  report  entitled  '*The  Fraternal  Press"  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Press. 
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(4)  That  the  portion  of  the  report  entitled  **  Legislation"  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation. 

(5)  That  the  portion  of  the  report  entitled  **  Court  Made  Laws  "  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee  of  seven  lawyers,  members  of  the  Congress. 

(6)  T^iat  the  introductory  and  concluding  paragraphs,  and  the  paragraph  re-' 
lating  to  the  ladies,  be  heartily  endorsed  and  approved. 

(7)  That  the  financial  tables  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  R.  Spoonkr, 
S.  A.  Will, 
Louis  A.  Stkber, 

Committee. 

President  Johnson  named  as  the  committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  matter  of  "Court. Made  Laws/'  referred  to  in  the 
President's  report,  Mr.  White,  of  Illinois ;  Spooner,  of  New 
York ;  Butler,  of  Massachusetts ;  Will,  of  Pennsylvania ; 
Goheen,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Powers,  of  Illinois. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Laws 
the  President  appointed  Mr.  Swain,  of  Massachusetts,  to  act  as 
chairman  during  the  session. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Press  also 
being  absent,  Mr.  Gerard,  of  Indiana,  was  appointed  to  act  in 
his  place  during  the  balance  of  the  session. 

President  Johnson  announced  that  according  to  the  agreed 
order  of  business  the  Medical  Section  should  take  possession 
during  the  present  afternoon,  but  owing  to  the  excursion  upon 
the  river,  provided  by  the  citizens  of  Port  Huron,  that  order  of 
business  will  be  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning,  immedi- 
ately after  the  opening  hour. 

On  motion  recess  was  taken  until  9  o'clock  to-morrow 
(Wednesday). 
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SECOND     DAY. 


MORNING   SESSION. 

Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October  6,  189Y. 

The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  President 
Johnson  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  chaplain.  Rev.  J.  G.  Tate. 

Mr.  Markey,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Statistics  and 
Good  of  the  Orders,  presented  the  annual  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, reviewing  the  work  done  by  the  various  orders  for  the 
year  1806.  The  report  was  approved  and  ordered  printed  in  the 
Journal  of  Proceedings.     (See  Appendix.) 


Document  No.  3. 

Mr.  Markey,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Statistics  and 
Good  of  the  Orders,  immediately  following  action  on  annual 
report  of  the  committee,  presented  the  following  resolutions  and 
moved  their  adoption  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  incoming  President  of  this  Congress  be  requested  to  appoint 
a  special  committee  of  three  to  prepare  minimum  tables  of  rates  upon  the  level 
and  step  rate  plans,  and  any  modifications  of  the  same  which  may  seem  to  them 
desirable  and  commensurate  with  safety,  and  that  said  committee  report  at  the 
next  session  of  this  Congress. 
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Resolved,  That  this  committee  be  authorized  to  employ  actuarial  amilstance  at 
an  expense  not  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars. 

D.  P.  Markey, 
D.  E.  Stevens, 
B.  F.  Nelson, 
Dr.  H.  a.  Warner, 
Dr.  E.  R.  Hutchins, 
Juuus  M.  Swain, 
J.  G.  Tatb, 
F.  A.  DfiAPXR, 
F.  W.  Sears, 
W.  T.  Walker. 

Document  No,  4. 

Mr.  Powers,  of  Illinois^  presented  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  and  asked  that  it  be  considered  in  connection  with 
the  pending  resolutions  : 

Whereas^  At  the  last  session  of  this  Congress,  a  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  in  which  it  was  declared  to  be  the  'imperative  duty  of  the  several 
orders  represented  here  to  make,  at  the  earliest  practical  date,  proper  provision 
for  meeting  the  inevitable  increase  in  the  rate  of  mortality,  by  an  adjustment 
of  rates  so  that  contribution  shall  be  equitably  proportioned  to  the  hazard  at  risk,*' 
and  whereas  the  very  able  report  of  the  Committee  on  Statistics  and  all  the 
papers  read  before  this  Congress  clearly  indicate  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Con- 
gress to  not  only  reaffirm  its  declaration  of  one  year  ago,  but  also  to  urge  imme- 
diate action  by  the  societies  in  the  direction  of  safety  and  perpetuity  ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Congress  that  all  of  the  Societies  here 
represented  should  immediately  adopt  such  tables  of  assessments  and  changes 
in  their  laws  as  will  provide  ample  income  to  meet  both  present  and  future 
mortuary  demands,  and  a  safe  plan  for  investment  of  such  accumulations  as 
will  insure  the  perpetuity  of  the  organizations. 

Millard  R.  Powers, 

Royal  League. 

On  motion,  action  upon  the  above  resolutions,  Documents  3 
and  4,  was  postponed  for  the  present  in  order  that  they  might 
be  printed. 
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Document  No,  5. 

Mr.  Talbot,  of  Nebraska,  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  instructed  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five,  as 
a  sunding  committee,  to  represent  this  Fraternal  Congress  at  the  annual  con- 
vention held  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners  of  the  different  States,  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  to  their  convention  the  plans  and  systems  of  the  fraternal 
societies  constituting  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  our  Constitution  be  so  amended  as  to  provide  for  the  annual 

appointment  of  such  a  committee. 

A.  R.  Talbot, 

Modem  Woodmen  of  America.. 

Document  No,  6. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Sackett  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted  unanimously  : 

Whereas^  Our  session  in  thi  city  of  Port  Huron  has  been  made  an  exceed- 
ingly pleasant  one  by  reason  of  the  arrangements  made  by  the  local  committee 
and  city  authorities,  all  of  which  we  should  recognize,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President  to 

draft  suitable  resolutions  recognizing  the   efforts    made  to  make    our    visit 

pleasant  and  profitable. 

M.  W.  Sackett. 

Secretary-  Treasurer. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee,  Chaplain  Tate, 
Past  President  Spooner,  and  Mr.  Van  Galder,  of  Illinois. 


Document  No.  7. 

REPORT    OF    SPECIAL    COMMITTEE    ON    NATIONAL    AND    PROVINCIAL 
;  LEGISLATION. 

Past  President  Spooner,  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
National  and  Provincial  Legislation,  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  continued  : 
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To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  committee  appointed  at  the  session  of  1896  to  consider  the  question  of 
National  and  Provincial  Legislation,  and  report  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
such  legislation,  respectfully  reports  that  the  matter  is  one  of  such  importance 
as  to  require  exhaustive  consideration  and  detailed  report,  reviewing  constitu- 
tions, statutes  and  decisions  bearing  upon  the  subject,  which  duty  your 
committee  has  not  been  able  to  do  within  the  year  and  complete  the  report. 

It  is  therefore  submitted  that  more  time  should  be  granted  the  committee,  or 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  a  new  committee  for  future  report. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

John  Haskell  Butler, 
J.  W.  White, 
W.  R.  Spooner, 

Committee. 

Document  No.  8. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    STATUTORY    LEGISLATION. 

Past  President  Butler,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Statu- 
tory Legislation,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
approved  and  ordered  printed  in  the  Journal  of  Proceedings  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress: 

Your  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  present  their  annual  report. 

Substantial  gain  has  been  made  in  extending  the  operation  of  the  Uniform 
Congress  Act. 

Our  uniform  law  has  during  the  year  been  adopted  in  the  States  of  Missouri 
and  Nebraska  and  by  the  National  Congress  as  legislation  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Even  this  progress,  by  no  means  satisfying  the  full  measure  of  the  wish  and 
expectation  of  your  committee,  was  made  only  by  the  most  diligent  effort  and 
in  the  face  of  serious  opposing  influences. 

In  Missouri  and  District  of  Columbia  modifications  of  our  uniform  bill  were 
yielded. 

The  following  clause  was  inserted  in  the  acts  adopted. 

"Any  such  fraternal  beneficial  association  may  create,  maintain,  disburse  and 
apply  a  reserve  or  emergency  fund  in  accordance  with  its  constitution  or  by-laws. " 
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This  was  done  not  only  because  of  a  demand  therefor,  which,  if  refused, 
might  have  jeopardized  success  in  obtaining  the  enactment  of  the  law,  but,  in 
view  of  the  possibility,  not  to  say  probability,  that  many  of  the  fraternities  now 
associated  in  the  Congress,  may,  in  the  near  future,  adopt  reserve  fund  pro- 
visions, it  seemed  wise  that  statutory  permission  therefore  should  exist. 

The  committee  ask  that  their  action  in  this  respect  be  endorsed,  and  recom- 
mend that  the  uniform  bill  be  amended  by  adding  this  same  provision  to  the 
end  of  Section  1. 

The  Missouri  bill  also  limits  the  right  of  the  Commissioner  to  make  inquiries 
outside  the  special  questions  in  the  act,  to  the  statements  in  the  order's  reports 
to  the  department,  and  we  recommend  the  uniform  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

After  the  uniform  bill  had  passed  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was 
reported  in  the  Senate,  the  same  influences  which  endangered  and  came  near  to 
preventing  the  passage  of  our  bill  in  Ohio  in  1896  were  exerted  to  obtain  amend- 
ments permitting  the  payment  of  maturing  and  withdrawal  benefits  to  members 
during  life  time. 

The  question  which  then  confronted  the  friends  of  our  bill  was  not  whether, 
if  given  time  to  discuss  the  subject,  a  majority  of  the  Senate  would  not  have 
rejected  these  ideas,  but  whether,  even  with  the  utmost  of  endeavor,  any  action 
at  all  upon  the  subject  could  be  obtained  in  the  higher  branch  of  the  National 
legislature  As  a  distinguished  Senator  wrote  the  chairman  of  your  committee: 
*  *  I  should  be  happy  to  assist  in  the  bill  to  which  you  refer  whenever  it  comes 
before  the  Senate.  In  these  last  days  of  an  expiring  Congress  it  is  very  hard  to 
get  anything  done  if  there  is  any  serious  opposition."  The  same  concessions' 
were  therefore  made  which  prevailed  in  Ohio,  and  the  bill  as  amended  is  now 
law  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Although  the  field  to  which  this  particular  statute  is  applicable  is  not  exten- 
sive, it  is  believed  that  the  fact  that  it  was  thus  favorably  regarded  by  the  law- 
makers in  the  National  Congress,  representing  all  the  States,  would  very  mate- 
rially assist  in  gaining  for  us  recognition  in  those  States  where  we  are  yet  seek- 
ing legislation. 

The  Congress  Bill  requires  of  the  insurance  commissioner  admission  for  a 
fraternity  which  establishes  its  qualification  under  the  law  to  a  right  to  be  ad- 
mitted. Amendments  to  the  laws  in  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut  were 
urged  by  their  respective  commissioners,  which  in  effect  changed  the  law  from 
"shall  admit*'  to  **may  admit."  Further,  in  New  Hampshire  amendments 
were  proposed  that  the  Orders  should  satisfy  the  commissioner  that  their  plans, 
contracts  and  methods  are  worthy  of  public  patronage,  and  that  they  are  reliable 
and  entitled  to  public  confidence. 
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Correspondence  with  one  commissioner  and  personal  interview  with  the  other, 
established  the  fact  that  there  did  not  exist  any  hostility  to  an  honest  fraternal 
association  in  the  proposed  movements.  Each  commissioner  is  known  to  ap- 
preciate the  good  work  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system,  and  it  is  believed 
that  neither  would  knowingly  interfere  with  the  promotion  of  its  beneficent  in- 
fluences.    In  New  Hampshire  the  amendments  were  not  adopted. 

In  the  State  of  New  York  some  vicious  attempts  were  defeated,  and  a  good 
amendment  secured.  The  latter  is  as  follows,  and  relates  to  the  proof  required 
of  giving  notice  of  assessments:  "An  affidavit  made  by  any  officer  of  such 
society,  order  or  association  that  such  notice  was  mailed,  stating  the  date  of 
mailing,  shall  be  presumptive  evidence  thereof."  The  attention  of 
orders  doing  business  in  the  State  of  New  York  is  called  to  this  amendment, 
especially  of  those  whose  laws  require  the  giving,  in  some  form,  notice  to  mem- 
bers of  assessments. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  all  orders  have  met  with  difficulty  in  establishing  the 
fact  of  notice  in  cases  of  suspension.  It  may  be  that  our  organizations  are  not 
fully  informed  as  to  how  carefully,  and  with  what  conformity  to  the  laws  and 
constitutions,  the  subordinate  officers  charged  with  the  duty  of  serving  notice 
perform  the  full  measure  of  every  essential  requirement.  If  you^will  incorpor- 
ate in  your  laws  the  requirement  of  a  complete  report  by  such  officers  of  action 
taken  by  them  in  each  case  of  suspension,  you  will  soon  ascertain  the  loose 
joints  in  the  armor,  and  be  able  to  strengthen  them.  One  benefit  you  will 
derive  which  is  not  now,  universally  at  least,  experienced,  especially  if  you  cause 
such  reports  to  come  in  the  form  of  an  affidavit,  and  that  is  to  have  upon  your 
'  files,  in  every  case  of  suspension,  something  to  refresh  the  not  too  active  mem- 
ory of  such  officers  when  months  have  elapsed  since  the  act  attempted  to  be 
proved  was  performed. 

Attempts  in  this  State  to  impose  the  obligation  for  the  deposit  of  money  with 
the  Insurance  Department  of  ten  thousand  dollars  in  one  bill  and  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  another,  were  watched  and  defeated. 

In  Indiana  there  was  legislation  proposed  which,  it  was  feated,  might  be 
inimical,  but  no  adverse  legislation  was  accomplished.  A  full  survey  of  the 
situation  did  not  justify  any  concerted  attempt  to  pass  the  Congress  Bill.  There 
is  apparently  need  of  the  bill  in  that  State,  and  it  is  hoped  that  seasonable  action 
be  taken  to  carry  it  through  the  next  session  of  the  legislature. 

From  correspondence  with  earnest  brethren  in  Indiana  during  the  last  session, 
there  appeared  to  exist  the  idea  that  this  Congress  had  the  financial  power  to 
take  charge  of  promoting  the  desired  law,  and  they  were  awaiting  us  to  take  the 
initiative.  This  is  not  so.  The  most  which  the  Congress  through  its  officers 
and  committees  can  perform  is   to  keep  posted  as  thoroughly  as  possible  as  to 
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the  Statutory  enactmeots  of  the  several  States,  and  suggest  methods  and  measures 
to  the  good  brothers  there,  and  as  well  as  may  be  from  a  distance,  advise. 
We  can  also,  as  from  a  common  centre,  while  the  contest  is  on,  keep  the 
Supreme  and  Grand  Officers  of  the  various  orders  in  the  Congress  notified  as  to 
any  exigency,  so  that  they  may  inspire  their  own  members  towards  the  support 
or  opposition,  as  the  case  may  be. 

In  this  way  it  is  believed  that  much  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  us  during 
the  year. 

In  Wisconsin,  th^  Insurance  Codification,  prepared  by  the  Commissioner  and  a 
special  commission  appointed  for  the  purpose,  in  its  application  to  our  system  was 
so  objectionable  to  fraternal  interests  that  all  who  examined  it  must  have  deeply 
felt  that  it  must  not  become  law. 

Not  to  speak  of  all  its  features,  that  it  should  have  grouped  all  classes  of  com- 
panies furnishing  protection  on  the  assessment  plan,  within  the  same  gen- 
eral provisions,  was  sufficient  to  condemn  it. 

We  have  been,  and  should  continue  to  be  tenacious,  of  having  all  laws  govern- 
ing fraternals  embraced  in  one  act.  There  will  then  be  no  fear  of  the  unexpected 
application  of  adverse  requirements. 

Notwithstanding  the  appeals  to  the  Commissioner  to  endorse  our  Uniform  Bill, 
he  held  rigidly  to  his  own  ideas,  and  pushed  them  with  zeal  and  ability.  It 
became  necessary  to  resist  with  vigor.  The  value  of  combined  effort  and  the 
solidifying  influence  of  the  association  of  fraternities  in  this  Congress  has  never 
been  so  grandly  displayed.  Not  only  did  the  presence  and  counsel  of  fra- 
ternal men  and  the  leaders  of  the  orders  doing  business  in  that  State  at 
the  capital,  and  the  petitions  of  the  brothers  throughout  the  State  to  their 
members  in  house  and  senate  render  impossible  the  adoption  of  the  proposed 
codification,  but  it  served  a  more  important  purpose.  The  public  men  of  that 
State  became  informed  as  to  the  inestimable  value  of  our  system  of  fraternal 
protection,  and  also  were  inspired  with  the  worthy  and  benevolent  purpose 
which  underlies  it.  A  great  respect  must  have  been  created  for  our  cause  and 
the  men  who  support  it.  It  is  in  evidence,  from  the  reports  forwarded 
constantly  during  the  agitation  of  the  question  before  the  legislature,  that 
the  views  of  this  Congress  were  of  much  influence.  The  fact  that  the 
leading  and  earnest  and  honest  fraternal  societies,  acting  as  one  body,  were 
in  opposition  to  the  measures,  was  observed  to  have  great  weight  with  the 
legislative  mind. 

In  Tennessee,  legislation  of  some  character  was  proposed,  but  we  are  not  able 
to  report  as  to  its  purpose.     So  far  as  our  information  extends,  it  originated 
with  our  friends,  and  was  probably  designed  to  strengthen  rather  than  to  injure. 
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As  we  could  not  obtain  with  sufficient  exactness  just  what  was  proposed,  it  was 
deemed  wise  to  advise  against  it. 

This  is  illustrative  of  the  inadvisability  of  any  one  fraternity,  or  officer  of  any 
one  Order,  endeavoring  on  its  or  his  own  motion,  without  consultation  with  this 
.  committee,  securing  legislation  in  any  State.  There  must  be  some  responsible 
head  to  any  such  efifort  as  we  are  making  to  obtain  needful,  and  to  resist 
harmful  legislation. 

In  this  case  about  the  same  day  came  two  different  suggestions.  One  from 
Nebraska,  **  There  is  an  effort  now  being  made  in  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
to  knock  out  Fraternal  Orders." 

One  through  our  Secretary's  office  complaining  against  attempts  to  defeat 
necessary  measure  for  home  supervision. 

How  could  this  committee  proceed  without  knowledge  of  the  proposed 
measure  other  than  that  just  stated. 

Prompt  inquiries  were  instituted,  but  no  response  being  given,  the  only 
reasonable  alternative  was  to  oppose. 

Had  those  who  felt  the  necessity  of  any  change  in  the  law  in  Tennessee 
advised  this  committee  in  season,  all  the  measures  to  insure  its  adoption  would 
have  been  made. 

We  should  have  been  instrumental,  not  only  in  obtaining  friends  for  the  act, 
but  would  have  disarmed  hostility  from  fraternal  men,  who,  not  understanding 
its  scope  or  purpose,  supposed  its  purpose  bad. 

Colorado  is  another  State  wherein  a  hostile  attack  was  made.  A  measure 
was  introduced,  designed,  among  other  details,  to  require  a  deposit  of  money 
by  the  orders  doing  business  there. 

A  splendid  rally  was  made,  and  the  proposition  met,  as  it  deserved, 
ignominious  failure. 

In  this  case,  as  in  Wisconsin  and  elsewhere,  the  officers  of  the  .Congress 
served  as  the  medium  of  communication  for  the  gathering  .of  the  opposi- 
tion. 

The  legislation  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  remains  unchanged.  The  Provin- 
cial authorities  are  not  inclined  to  insist  upon  compliance  with  its  provisions. 
They  are  investigating  the  subject  of  legislation  adapted  to  the  fraternal 
system  with  care..  It  is  believed  that  before  the  authorities  decide  upon  any 
further  recommendations,  ample  opportunity  will  be  accorded  us  to  present  our 
views. 
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The  Congress  Bill  was  iotroduced  la  Kansas,  and  little  doubt  was  entertained 
that  it  would  pass.  A  notion  obtained,  however,  among  the  legislators,  that 
only  representatives  should  legislate  in  our  governing  bodies,  and  that  life 
membership  and  the  conservative  and  preservative  power  of  the  official  boards 
was  injurious.  It  was  the  opinion  of  those  in  charge  of  the  bill  that  an  attempt 
to  carry  it  would  ^result  in  having  it  so  amended.  It  was  therefore  wisely 
abandoned. 

The  legislation  in  New  Jersey  was  not  important  as  affecting  our  class  of 
associations. 

Adverse  legislation  was  offered  in  Texas,  North  Carolina  and  California  and 
defeated. 

Thus  we  have  given  a  resum^  of  the  achievements  during  the  legislative 
session  of  1897. 

There  is  much  to  encourage  us  in  continuing  to  press  the  Uniform  Bill. 

There  have  been  so  many  of  the  brethren  in  the  orders  represented  in  this 
Congress  who  have  loyally  given,  in  many  cases  at  much  sacrifice  of  time,  their 
assistance  that  we  cannot  name  them  all.  To  select  individual  cases  when  all 
have  made  worthy  contribution  would  be  unfair  to  others  equally  deserving  of 
praise. 

Universally  prompt  response  to  our  appeals,  innumerable  almost,  sent  out  by 
wire  and  post  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  is  flattering  manifestation  of  the  wel- 
come fact  that  we  can  rely  upon  fraternity  when  the  necessity  is  imminent. 

We  shall,  we  feel  certain,  do  no  injustice  to  speak  with  grateful  appreciation 
of  the  active  service  rendered  by  our  beloved  President  in  Wisconsin,  Missouri, 
Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Colorado.  The  committee  have  from  time  to  time,  dur- 
ing pending  contests,  received  valuable  aid  from  his  timely  suggestions  and 
advice. 

The  paper  prepared  for  distribution  among  the  Representatives  and  Senators 
in  Congress  by  past  President  Boynton,  presented  as  a  brief  to  the  committees 
hereafter  named,  is  a  most  able  and  convincing  argument  for  our  cause  and  the 
Uniform  Bill.  It  served  the  purpose  nobly.  The  committee  annex  the  paper 
to  this  report,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  committees  of  the  House  and 
Senate  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  each  of  which  it  was  attached,  with  the 
purpose  of  having  it  forever  preserved  in  the  records  of  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress. 

Its  mission  will  not  be  ended,  and  it  will  continue  its  persuasive  character 
until  all  States  have  avowed  allegiance  to  the  cause  of  fratemalism  by  placing 
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upon  their  statute  books  the  Uniform  Congress  law,  and  make  secure  for  this 
and  future  generations  our  protective  features. 

The  Hon.  W.  S.  Linton,  member  of  the  54th  Congress,  from  the  8th  Michigan 
District,  is  an  honored  member  of  this  committee  and  Congress.  His  fellow 
members  on  this  committee  cannot  permit  this  report  to  be  presented  without 
on  their  part  recognizing  his  splendid  and  successful  efiforts  in  leading  the  battle 
which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  Uniform  Bill  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  congressional  action  upon 
any  subject  will  appreciate  the  value  of  his  arduous  labors.  The  fraternities 
and  fraternal  men  everywhere  owe  to  him  and  to  his  zeal,  loyalty  and  ability  a 
debt  of  gratitude  which  they  will  most  honorably  redeem. 

The  Uniform  Bill,  as  it  now  stands,  with  the  provision  relative  to  a  reserve 
fund,  hereinbefore  recommended,  is  as  satisfactory  as  we  can,  perhaps,  make  it. 
We  shall,  most  probably,  as  our  system  and  our  experience  in  its  development 
increases,  wish  to  change  or  improve  some  of  its  provisions. 

It  is  possible  that  the  provision  therein  relative  to  restraining  the  work  of  an 
order  by  an  injunction  of  the  court  may  be  strengthened.  As  it  -now  sunds— 
for  failure  to  make  reports  or  for  exceeding  its  powers,  conducting  its  business 
fraudulently,  or  failing  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  the  Insur- 
ance Commission  must  give  notice  to  the  Attorney-General,  who  shall  immedi- 
ately apply  for  injunction. 

*'And  no  injunction  against  any  such  association  shall  be  granted  by  any 
court,  except  on  application  by  the  Attorney-General  at  the  request  of  the 
Insurance  Commission.*' 

It  appears  that  the  Illinois  Courts  hold  that  this  prohibition  applies  only  to 
cases  where  the  State  is  interested,  and  does  not  prevent  a  member  from  apply- 
ing to  the  courts.  We  recommend  the  following  be  added  to  the  language  of  the 
law :     **  Whether  the  State  or  a  member  or  othfer  party  seeks  relief." 

A  further  requirement  might  be  inserted  obliging  the  commissioners  to  first, 
before  notifying  the  Attorney-General,  to  notify  the  association,  and  thus  give 
it  an  opportunity  to  correct  its  practice  or  error,  or  confoim  to  law. 

If  this  amendment  could  be  obtained  without  opposition  it  would  be  well.  We 
think  that  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  will  in  its  practical  operation  be  sufficient. 
There  is  little,  if  any,  probability  that  any  commissioner  would  ever  proceed  to 
this  extremity  without  he  had  first  exhausted  all  reasonable  effort  to  induce  the 
association  to  meet  the  law. 

The  insurance  departments  are  not  hostile  to  our  fraternal  efforts.      The 
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belief  probably  prevails  in  many  of  them  that  our  plan  of  protection  has  defects. 
It  is  our  conviction  that  any  efforts  which  we  may  make  to  strengthen  our 
methods  will  be  encouraged  and  not  retarded.  It  it  not  therefore  wise  to  ask 
for  any  more  than  is  essential,  and  the  better  policy  will  be  to  endeavor  to 
create,  rather  than  diminish,  a  feeling  of  mutual  confidence  between  our  orders 
and  the  departments  of  insurance  throughout  the  country. 

In  view  of  the  exigencies  of  the  future,  we  urge  most  forcibly  upon  the  Con- 
gress that  the  provision  of  the  bill,  relative  to  injunctions,  be  pushed  everywhere, 
and  if  the  Uniform  Bill  cannot  be  secured  in  the  State,  a  strong  effort  be  made 
to  get  at  least  this  portion  of  it. 

In  Section  5  by  changing  the  words  "  may  be  served**  to  **  must  be  served " 
we  should  avoid  the  possibility  that  service  upon  a  local  body  or  officer  thereof 
might  be  held  sufficient,  and  we  recommend  that  change. 

A  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  act  should  require,  before  a  new  asso- 
ciation shall  commence  to  do  business,  that  it  shall  have  in  its  beneficial  fund  at 
least  $5,000  which  can  never  be  used  for  expenses,  and  that  no  repayment  of 
any  such  advance  shall  ever  be  made  except  from  the  expense  fund.  While  this 
might  seem  harsh,  and  in  the  interest  of  older  orders,  it  would  certainly  prevent 
the  incorporation  of  weak  and  dangerous  associations  which  do  not  so  much 
injure  by  competition  as  by  their  feebleness. 

Your  committee  were  instructed  at  the  last  session  to  compile  and  publish  in 
the  proceedings  of  that  session  a  complete  digest  of  the  laws  of  all  the  States 
and  Provinces  in  regard  to  Fraternal  Orders. 

Careful  consideration  was  given  to  this  subject,  and  on  the  whole  it  was 
thought  that  the  publication  of  the  laws  in  their  entirety  would  prove  much 
more  satisfactory  than  any  digest,  however  carefully  prepared.  We  did  not 
feel  quite  justified  in  so  doing  without  the  instruction  of  the  Congress. 

We  now  recommend  that  the  Committee  on  Sututory  Legislation  procure 
and  publish  in  full  in  the  proceedings  of  this  session  such  laws  of  the  several 
States  and  Provinces,  and  that  thereafter  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  embody  in  their  annual  report  all  changes  and  amendments  which  shall 
anywhere  be  made. 

Brothers,  in  concluding,  we  invoke  your  careful  attention  to  the  most  impor- 
tant suggestion  we  have  to  make  : 

The  experience  and  information  of  the  last  year  indicate  that  in  the  legislative 
sessions  to  be  held  in  the  coming  year,  hostile  efforts,  of  special  and  vigorous 
nature,  will  assail  our  system.    We  must  prepare  to  meet  them  with  equal  vigor. 
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More  especially,  we  must  be  united.  The  associations  in  this  Congress  should 
not  onlj  co'optrate^  but  advise  and  direct  all  their  grand  and  subordinate  council 
officers  and  members  to  stand  loyally  by  what  the  Congress  officials  recom- 
mend, whatever  such  recommendation  shall  be,  and  wherever  presented. 

Such  recommendation  may  be  no  better — even  less  desirable — than  that  whidi 
the  individual  order  or  individual  may  prefer,  but  on  the  whole,  it  is  more  likely 
to  be  right,  and  far  more  lilcely  to  result  in  securing  what  is  best,  or  defeating 
that  which  is  hostile,  than  the  individual  plan,  which  will  always  be  obstructive. 

We  came  near  to  losing  the  bill  in  Missouri  because  of  opposition  from  influ- 
ential local  members  of  associations  who  would  not  co-operate  with  the  efforts 
of  the  representatives  of  the  Congress. 

We  must  have  union  in  our  action.  If  we  will  not  allow  ourselves  to  be 
divided,  and  all  fraternal  men  work  together  on  common  lines  for  a  common 
object,  we  must  prove  invincible.  During  the  interim  the  guidance  of  affairs 
most  necessarily  be  in  the  President  and  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation. 
Exigencies  will  arise  requiring  the  exercise  of  their  best  judgment.  The  con- 
clusions which  they  will  reach  should  be  acquiesced  in,  otherwise  there  will  be 
divided  effort  and  possible  failure  at  critical  moments.  Our  suggestions  seem 
so  pertinent  that  furthur  argument  would  seem,  as  perhaps  what  has  been 
already  said,  may  be,  uncalled  for. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Haskell  Butlbr,  Chairman^ 

John  W.  White, 

John  Mulugan, 

F.  W.  Sears. 

W.  S.  Linton, 

J.  M.  McKinstey, 

Millard  R.  Powers, 

J.  Scully  Taft, 

Wm.  G.  Morris, 

CommitUe, 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  STATUTORY  LEGISLATION. 

Calendar  No.^  is 46s 4^^  Congress,  9d  Session^  Senates-Report  No    1404^ Fra- 
temal  Benejuiary  Societies,  etc. — February  s,  iSqy — Ordered  to  be  Printed, 

Mr.  Gallinger,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  submitted 
the  following  report  (to  accompany  S.  8589) : 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  3089)  regulating  fraternal  beneficiary  societies,  orders  or  associations  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  make  favorable  report  thereon. 

At  present  there  is  no  regulation  of  these  societies  in  the  District,  and  the 
legislation  proposed  defines  what  shall  be  considered  a  beneficiary  society,  order 
or  association,  and  provides  for  the  filing  of  a  copy  of  the  charter  and  articles  of 
association,  etc.,  with  the  assessor  of  the  District^but  limits  on  the  part  of  for- 
eign associations  the  right  to  do  business  in  the  District  unless  they  are  author- 
ized to  do  likewise  in  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  they  are  incorporated,  or 
unless  the  assessor  is  satisfied,  after  an  examination,  that  such  association  should 
be  permitted  to  operate  in  the  District.  It  is  provided  that  these  associations 
shall  make  and  file  with  the  assessor  of  the  District  a  full  report  of  their  affairs, 
that  each  association  shall  appoint  an  attorney  on  whom  process  may  be  served, 
and  in  general  throws  around  the  business  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  societies 
the  safeguards  that  have  already  been  found  necessary  and  adequate  in  the 
States  of  New  York,  Massachusetts.  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  has  been  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  has  been  approved  by  them . 

A  bill  identical  with  the  one  under  consideration  was  introduced  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  (H.  R.  10108).  and  has  been  reported  favorably  from  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  report,  by  Mr.  Milnes,  contains 
many  facts,  and  is  adopted  as  follows  : 

House  bill  10108  is  for  the  proper  regulation  in  the  District  of  Columbia  of 
so-called  fraternal  beneficiary  societies,  orders  or  associations.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion but  that  these  associations,  where  properly  managed,  have  benefited  their 
members  and  the  communities  where  established,  and  they  should  be  accorded 
in  legislation  proper  protection,  such  as  is  proposed  by  this  bill,  which  at  the 
same  time  prevents  fraudulent  societies  from  obtaining  a  foothold  and  carrying 
on  business  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  order  to  avoid  the  abuses  that  have 
crept  into  the  system  in  certain  localities,  and  to  some  ext'^nt  in  the  District,  it 
is  found  necessary  to  call  for  regular  reports  as  to  methods  of  doing  business, 
and  in  other  ways  to  adopt  wholesome  regulation  of  the  societies  which  are 
mutual  in  character  and  wherein  the  government  is  under  the  control  of  the 
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membership.  The  whole  subject  is  covered  in  deuil  by  the  atuched  brief  sub- 
mitted  to  the  committee  by  N.  S.  Boynton,  Past  President  of  the  National  Fra- 
ternal Congress,  a  body  composed  of  the  following  societies,  all  of  which,  with 
others,  are  in  favor  of  and  ask  for  enactment  of  the  legislation  proposed  by 
House  bill  10108 : 


Orders  that  are  members  of  the 

American  Legion  of  Honor. 

Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids. 

Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

Artisan^s  Order  of  Mutual  Protection. 

Ben-Hur,  Supreme  Tribe. 

Chosen  Friends. 

Empire  Knights  of  Relief.    - 

Equitable  Aid  Union. 

Fraternal  Aid  Association . 

Fraternal  Legion. 

Fraternal  Mystic  Circle. 

Fraternal  Union  of  America. 

Golden  Chain. 

Home  Circle. 

Improved  Order  of  Heptatophs. 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters. 

Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 

Knights  of  Honor. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security . 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor. 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 


National  Fraternal  Congress. 

Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard . 

Legion  of  the  Red  Cross 

Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association. 

Modem  Woodmen  of  America. 

Mutual  Protection. 

National  Reserve  Association. 

National  Union. 

New  England  Order  of  Protection . 

National  Provident  Union. 

Northern  Mutual  Relief  Association. 

Order  of  United  Friends. 

Protected  Home  Circle. 

Royal  Arcanum. 

Royal  League. 

Royal  Society  of  Goodfellows . 

Royal  Templars  of  Temperance. 

Select  Friends. 

Shield  of  Honor. 

United  Order  of  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross. 

Woodmen  of  the  World. 


Brief  submitted  by  N,  S.  Boynton,  Past  President  of  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress^  to  the  House  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Gentlemen  :  I  desire  to  submit  to  the  committee  some  of  the  reasons  why 
the  representatives  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  of  this  country  ask  the 
passage  of  the  bill  entitled  '*  A  bill  regulating  fraternal  beneficiary  societies, 
orders  or  associations  in  the  District  of  Columbia.'*  I  would  first  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  in  1886  a  body  was  formed  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
named  the  National  Fraternal  Congress.  It  was  composed  of  representatives 
from  the  leading  legitimate  fraternal  societies.  One  of  the  principal  objecu  of 
the  Fraternal  Congress  was  to  secure  uniform  legislation  throughout  the  country 
for  their  protection,  such  legislation  to  be  so  framed  as  to  protect  the  people 
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from  fake  associations  which  were  being  organized  in  almost  every  State  in  the 
Union. 

Up  to  1893  every  association  claiming  to  be  fraternal  and  working  under  the 
lodge  system  were  exempt  from  the  operations  of  the  insurance  laws  of  most  of 
the  States ;  hence  hundreds  of  speculative  societies  were  formed.  This  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress  sought  to  prevent,  and  has  prevented  by  securing 
the  adoption  in  a  number  of  States  of  the  uniform  bill,  which  is  presented  to 
you  for  your  consideration. 

The  legitimate  orders  and  associations  are  willing  and  desirous,  through  the 
legislation  proposed,  to  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

To  make  clearer,  if  possible,  the  reasons  why  the  fraternal  beneficiary 
system  asks  this  special  legislation,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  I  submit  the 
following : 

In  this  country  we  find  three  separate  and  distinct  systems  of  life  protection, 
as  follows : 

A.  The  "old  line  life  insurance  or  level  premium  system,"  with  its  endow- 
ment, tontine,  and  semi-tontine  features.  The  contract  between  the  company 
and  the  insured  is  called  a  policy.  Profit  and  gain  is  the  controlling  object.  In 
every  State  laws  are  found  on  the  statute  books  providing  for  their  incorpora- 
tion and  governing  their  operations. 

B.  The  "open  business  assessment  system."  The  contract  between  the 
association  and  the  insured  with  tome  is  called  a  policy,  with  others  a  certifi- 
cate. This  system  has  no  fraternal  bond  to  cement  it  together.  The  associa- 
tions comprising  this  system  are  purely  business  concerns,  without  a  representa- 
tive form  of  government,  generally  close  corporations.  In  every  State  laws  are 
found  upon  the  statute  books  providing  for  their  incorporation  and  supervision . 

C.  The  **  fraternal  beneficiary  system  "  is  composed  of  societies  with  a  repre- 
sentative form  of  government,  with  subordinate  lodges  and  ritualistic  work, 
furnishing  financial  assistance  to  living  members  in  sickness  or  destitution,  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  its  living  members  benefits  in  the  case  of  total  phys- 
ical disability,  arising  from  sickness  or  old  age,  and  providing  death  benefits 
in  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  member  for  his  family  or  dependent  blood 
relatives. 

The  lines  of  demarcation  between  these  three  systems  are  clear  and  distinct, 
and  should  be  kept  so  in  all  legislative  enactments. 

The  objects  of  these  fraternal  orders  or  associations,  as  incorporated  in  their 
fundamental  laws,  will  be  found  substantially  as  follows  : 
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First  To  unite  fraternally  all  persons  of  sound  bodilj  health  and  good 
moral  character  who  are  socially  acceptable,  etc. 

Second.  To  give  all  moral  and  material  aid  in  its  power  to  the  members  and 
those  dependent  upon  them. 

Third.     To  educate  the  members  socially,  morally  and  intellectually. 

Fourth.  To  create  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  distressed  members,  and 
to  care  for  the  living  and  bury  the  dead. 

Fifth.  To  establish  a  benefit  fund  or  funds  from  which,  on  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  death  of  a  beneficial  member  of  the  order  who  has  complied  with 

all  its  lawful  requirements,  a  sum  not  exceeding dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the 

beneficiary  of  such  member  as  he  shall  direct,  and  as  the  laws  of  the  order  shall 
provide ;  and  upon  the  total  and  permanent  disability  of  a  beneficial  member, 
either  as  a  result  of  disease,  accident  or  old  age,  who  may  be  in  good  standing 
with  the  order  at  the  time  of  the  incurrence  of  such  a  toul  and  permanent  disa- 
bility, such  sum  of  money  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  fixed  in  the  laws  of  the 
order. 

Sixth.  To  establish  a  fund  or  funds  to  pay  such  sick,  funeral  and  accident 
benefits  as  its  laws  may  provide. 

The  laws  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  representing  the  legitimate  fra- 
ternal beneficiary  system  of  this  country,  defines  what  societies  may  be  repre- 
sented therein,  as  follows : 

"  No  fraternal  society,  order  or  association  shall  be  entitled  to  representation 
in  this  Congress  unless  said  society,  order  or  association  works  under  a  ritual, 
holds  regular  lodge  or  similar  meetings,  where  the  purposes  are  confined  to  visi- 
tation of  the  sick,  relief  of  distress,  burial  of  the  dead,  protection  of  widows 
and  orphans,  education  of  the  orphan,  payment  of  a  benefit  for  temporary  or 
permanent  disability  or  death,  and  where  these  principles  are  an  obligated  duty 
on  all  members,  to  be  discharged  without  compensation  or  pecuniary  reward  ; 
where  the  general  membership  attend  to  the  general  business  of  the  order,  and 
where  a  fraternal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  each  other  is  a  duty  taught,  recog- 
nized and  practictd  as  the  motive  and  bond  of  organization." 

Now  I  hold  that  the  fraternal  system  is  entirely  different,  separate  and  distinct 
from  the  old  line  or  level  premium  system  and  the  open  business  assessment 
system.  Only  those  societies,  corporations  or  associations  organized  and  carried 
on  for  the  sole  benefit  of  their  members  and  beneficiaries,  not  for  profit  and  gain, 
can  be  classed  as  legitimate  fraternal  beneficiary  orders. 

The  mutual  agreement  between  the  fraternal  society  and  the  member  is  not  a 
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policy  or  contract  like  that  entered  into  between  a  life  insurance  company  and 
iu  policy  holder.  The  fraternal  societies  simply  issue  a  certificate  of  member 
ship  in  which  the  member  agrees  to  comply  with  all  laws,  rules  and  regulations 
in  force  at  the  time  he  becomes  a  member,  and  with  all  changes  in  the  laws,  etc., 
that  may  be  made  during  his  membership.  The  member,  under  his  certificate 
or  by  reason  of  his  membership,  has  no  vested  or  property  rights  until,  while 
living  and  belonging  to  societies  providing  for  sick  and  disability  benefits,  he 
should  become  sick  or  disabled,  and  then  only  after  his  claim  has  been  allowed. 
After  the  death  of  a  member  who  has  complied  with  the  laws,  the  beneficiary 
has  a  vested  right  to  the  amount  of  a  deceased  member's  certificate,  as  the  laws 
of  the  association  may  provide. 

These  beneficiary  orders  are  co-operative  bodies.  The  members  mutually 
agree  among  themselves,  through  the  laws  of  the  order,  enacted  by  their  chosen 
representatives  in  the  grand  or  supreme  bodies,  to  protect  each  other  and  their 
families  and  dependents  in  case  of  sickness,  disability  or  death  by  contributing  a 
certain  amount  from  time  to  time  as  required  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
sum  specified  in  the  certificate,  or  what  one  contribution  would  bring  on  the 
membership.  No  term  endowment,  tontine,  or  any  6ther  form  of  speculative 
certificates  are  issued,  neither  can  a  certificate  within  the  objects  and  purposes 
of  a  legitimate  beneficiary  order  be  made  payable  to  the  estate  or  the  creditors 
of  the  member,  nor  can  it  be  used  as  collateral  for  a  loan  to  secure  a  creditor. 

Hence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  is  purely  co-opera- 
tive, non-speculative  and  mutual.  These  associations  cannot  be  called  insur- 
ance companies.  They  do  not  furnish  purely  life  insurance,  nor  can  they  be 
classed  with  the  open  business  assessment  associations.  There  is  nothing  in 
common  between  the  fraternal  system  and  the  other  two  systems. 

A  few  years  ago  another  system  was  inaugurated  with  lodges  and  ritualistic 
work.  The  associations  composing  this  system  are  known  as  endowment  orders. 
Their  objects  arc  purely  speculative — to  benefit  the  living,  healthy  member.  In 
some  cases  they  provide  for  sick  benefits,  but  the  real  purpose  is  to  give  the 
living,  persistent-paying  members,  at  a  certain  time,  the  amount  of  money  his 
certificate  calls  for. 

A  great  many  who  do  not  understand  thoroughly  the  objects  and  purposes  of 
the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  have  confounded  it  with  the  open  business  as- 
sessment system,  when  in  fact  there  is  nothing  in  common  between  the  two. 
They  have  also,  unintentionally,  of  course,  classed  the  endowment  associations 
with  the  fraternal  system,  when  the  facts  are  that  the  former  have  not  from  their 
inception  ever  been  recognized  by  the  latter.  They  have  been  denied  represen- 
tation in  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  because  their  objects  and  purposes 
were  foreign  to  the  system  which  that  body  represents. 
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There  should  be  no  friction  between  the  old  line  life  insurance  system »  the 
open  business  assessment  system,  the  endowment  system  and  the  fraternal  ben- 
eficiary system.  The  business  of  the  other  systems  has  not  suffered  by  reason 
of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  orders.  On  the  contrary,  the  business  of  the  old 
line  companies,  as  shown  by  their  annual  reports,  has  increased  more  rapidly 
since  the  advent  of  the  fraternal  societies  (han  ever  before. 

The  reason  for  this  is  simply  because  the  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  are 
pioneers  or  educators.  Tens  of  thousands  of  men  and  women  join  them  and 
secure  protection  for  those  dependent  upon  them  who  could  not  afford  to  pay 
the  cost  of  life  insurance.  They  attend  lodge  meetings,  discuss  the  principles  of 
life  protection,  get  interested  in  the  proceedings  of  the  lodge,  see  the  benefits 
which  their  own  disabled  members  and  the  widows,  orphans  and  dependents  of 
deceased  members  receive  by  reason  of  such  membership,  and  also  become 
thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  the  business  pan  of  such  organiza- 
tions. 

Men  in  this  country,  where  wealth  frequently  changes  hands,  do  not  always 
remain  poor  or  even  in  moderate  circumstances.  The  wheel  of  fortune  fre- 
quently brings  them  to  the  top,  and  then  they  can  afford  to  purchase  life  insur- 
ance from  the  old  line  companies  at  the  higher  price. 

They  cannot  get  it  in  blocks  of  ten,  twenty,  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  from  the  fraternal  societies  ;  but  having  been  thoroughly  educated  in  the 
lodge  room  to  realize  the  value  of  life  protection,  the  old  tine  life  insurance 
agent  can  secure  an  application  from  them  for  a  large  amount  of  either  ordinary 
life  insurance  or  endowment  insurance  much  easier  than  if  they  had  never  beea 
members  of  a  fraternal  society. 

This  being  true,  and  the  records  and  reports  substantiate  the  foregoing  propo- 
sition, there  should  be  no  antagonism  between  the  two  systems  or  between  our 
system  or  any  other  system. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  Table  A,  following  page  88,  of  the  Tenth  An- 
nual Session  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress.  From  this  you  will  see  that 
forty  orders  or  associations  were  represented  in  that  body.  It  further  shows 
that  the  aggregate  beneficiary  membership  in  these  forty  orders  at  the  close  of 
1895  was  1,587,859;  that  the  certificates  in  force  at  that  time  aggregated 
$8,026,545,042. 

Table  B,  following,  shows  the  benefits  paid  by  these  orders  during  the  year 
1895  amounted  to  $28,084,855.  And  the  aggregate  amount  paid  out  by  these 
beneficial  societies  from  their  organization  down  to  the  close  of  the  year  1895 
was  $231,048,180.  The  expense  of  management  in  collecting  and  in  disbursing 
$28,084,854  during  the  year  1895  was  $2,319,328.  or  less  that  10  per  cent. 
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I  also  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  forty  legitimate  frater- 
nal beneficiary  societies  composing  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  had  at  the 
close  of  1895  over  3,000,000  certificates  in  force,  or  nearly  tbree-fourihs  as  much 
as  all  the  regular  life  insurance  companies  in  the  country  had  in  force  at  that 
time.  I  am  candid  in  the  belief  that  inside  of  two  years  the  beneficial  system 
of  the  United  States  will  have  a  greater  amount  of  life  protection  in  force  than 
either  of  the  other  systems. 

It  must  be  seen  that  the  fratermal  beneficiary  system  has  been  a  success. 
The  funds  collected  and  disbursed  to  the  widows  and  orphans  and  the  depend- 
ents of  deceased  and  disabled  members  have  made  thousands  of  homes  happy 
by  keeping  poverty  from  the  door  in  time  of  distress. 

As  poverty  is  said  to  be  the  mother  of  crime,  we  believe  that  the  protection 
thrown  around  American  homes  by  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system,  now  so 
strong  in  our  country,  has  been  instrumental  in  reducing  crime.  It  certainly 
has  reduced  pauperism.  Members  of  these  orders  do  not  become  applicants  for 
public  charity.  The  fraternal  ties  that  bind  them  together  guarantees  financial 
assistance  in  time  of  need. 

As  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  has  g^own  to  be  a  power  for  good  in  our 
country,  its  friends  and  promoters  believe  that  favorable  legislation  should  be 
given  it. 

The  uniform  bill  which  has  been  submitted  to  you  for  consideration  has  been 
prepared  by  some  of  the  best  legal  talent  in  the  country,  and  after  several  years' 
careful  consideration  by  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  itself.  We  feel  that 
you  will,  after  a  thorough  investigation,  be  convinced  that  it  ought  to  pass  and 
become  a  law  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

It  has  been  adopted  by  Michigan,  Illinois,  Iowa,  and  in  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  and  several  other  States  with  some  minor 
changes.  Our  simple  desire  is  to  secure  uniformity  of  statutory  legislation 
throughout  the  United  Ssates. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

N.    S.    BOYNTON. 

Recess  was  taken  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
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AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  2  p.  m.,  President  John- 
son in  the  chair. 

NOMINATIONS   AND   ELECTIONS. 

Election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  being  the  next  order 
of  business,  nominations  were  made  for  the  various  offices,  and 
ballots  taken^  and  the  following  declared  elected  officers  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress  for  the  year  1897-98  : 

James  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  President, 

D.  E.  Stevens,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Vice-President, 

M.  W.  Sackett,  Meadville,  Pa.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

On  motion,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  fix  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  session  in  1898. 

Invitations  were  received  from  the  officers  of  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Exposition  and  various  societies  in  Omaha,  Neb.,  to 
hold  the  next  session  of  the  Congress  in  that  city. 

Invitations  were  also  extended  to  meet  in  Chicago,  111., 
Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Washington,  D.  C. 

On  a  vote  being  taken,  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  selected 
as  the  place  of  holding  the  next  meeting  of  the  National 
Fraternal  Congress. 

Document  No,  9. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Maryland,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
Laws : 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Fraternal  Congress: 

Whereas,  The  meetiogs  of    the  membership  in  annual  session  assembled 
have  in  the  past  been  conducive  of  great  good. 
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Ist.  In  breaking  down  the  prejudicial  opposition  of  each  Order  against  the 
other. 

2nd.     In  bringing  together  the  membership  in  Fraternal  Association. 

3rd.  In  advertising  the  plans  and  purposes  of  the  Orders  here  represented  ; 
and 

4th.  In  uniting  for  a  common  purpose,  on  a  common  plane,  to  overcome  the 
enmity  of  corporations  opposed  in  principle  and  practice  to  our  system  of 
organization  and  mode  of  operations. 

And  Whbreas,  Our  action  in  the  past  has  been  solely  to  advise  what  the 
combined  wisdom  of  this  body  deemed  best. 

And  Whbrbas,  Our  views  would  be  more  effective,  if  without  infringing 
upon  the  rights  and  usages  of  the  different  memberships  of  this  body  we  should 
assume  the  legislative  functions  in  all  matters  where  the  great  good  to  be 
accomplished  would  seem  imperatively  to  demand  it,  maintaining  still  our 
representative  character ; 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  {^resident  either  to 

incorporate  the  body  or  to  recommend  what  course  should  be  pursued  to  make 

us  a  legislative  body. 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

Improved  Order  Heptasophs. 
Document  No.  10. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FRATERNAL  PRESS. 

Mr.  Gerard,  of  Indiana^  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fra- 
ternal Press,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Fraternal  Press  are  pleased  to  report  that  there  has  been 
a  marked  improvement  in  the  efficiency  and  harmony  of  the  fraternal  papers  of 
the  various  orders.  The  spirit  of  liberality  and  good  fellowship  is  increasing. 
During  the  past  year  a  movement  has  been  inaugurated  among  the  fraternal 
editors  looking  to  the  formation  of  a  Fraternal  Pre^s  Association  during  this 
session  of  the  Fraternal  Congress.  We  believe  this  movement  is  in  the  right 
direction,  and  trust  that  such  association  will  be  formed  before  the  adjournment 
of  this  session  of  the  Congress.  We  heartily  endorse  that  portion  of  the  report 
of  our  President,  pertaining  to  "  The  Fraternal  Press,"  and  especially  the  clos- 
ing paragraph,  in  which  he  says  :     "  This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  Congress 
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will  have  with  it  many  of  the  brethren  who  have  made  the  fraternal  press  the 
factor  that  it  is  in  our  system  of  protection,  and  it  is  hoped  that  their  coming 
together  may  result  in  added  efficiency  in  the  particular  department,  and  that 
the  results  achieved  may  justify  the  addition  of  such  a  section  as  a  permanent 
feature  of  the  future  sessions  of  the  Congress." 

We  recommend  that  this  Congress  extend  its  official  endorsement  to  this 
organization. 

In  order  that  more  effective  results  may  be  gained  by  the  fraternal  press,  we 
suggest  that  the  Fraternal  Press  Committer  be  instructed  to  co-operate  with  the 
Fraternal  Press  Association,  if  formed,  in  securing,  if  possible,  important  articles 
from  able  writers,  upon  our  system  of  protection,  and  that  the  same  be  published, 
simultaneously,  in  the  papers  of  the  various  orders  represented  in  this  Congress. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Fraternal  Congress  the  following  resolution  was 
referred  to  this  committee  for  their  action,  viz.: 

^*  Hesolvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Press  be  instructed  to  take  such 
active  steps  as  seem  necessary  and  advisable  to  procure  the  mailing  of  fraternal 
official  organs  within  the  city  of  publication  at  pound  rates." 

Your  committee  have  not  been  able  to  secure  this  concession  from  the  postal 
authorities ;  but  we  realize  the  immense  value  that  such  concession  would  be  to 
our  fraternal  papers,  especially  those  published  in  large  cities,  and  we  recom- 
mend that  the  above  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Press 
for  the  coming  year. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

D.  W.  Gerard,  Chairman, 
Salem  Heilman, 
J.  W.  Mykrs, 
Lillian  M.  Hollistbr, 
John  G.  H.  Mykrs, 
Edwin  O.  Wood, 
Emma  E.  Bower. 

Conimittee. 

The  balance  of  the  afternoon  session  was  occupied  in  the  read- 
ing and  discussion  of  papers  presented  by  the  members  of  the 
Congress,  which  papers  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Proceedings. 

Recess  was  taken  until  9  o'clock  to-morrow  (Thursday)  morn- 
ing. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


D.    M.  SHIELDS,  M.   D.,  HANNIBAL,   MO. 
President  1889-90. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL    FRATERNAL   CONGRESS.  49 


THIRD    DAY. 


MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock,  President  John- 
son in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Tate. 

On  motion,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Document  No.  3,  offered  by  Mr.  Markey,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders,  and  Document  No. 
4,  offered  by  Mr.  Powers,  of  Illinois. 

Past  President  Spooner  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  Document 
No.  3,  the  following  : 

Resolved^  That  the  incoming  President  of  this  Congress  be  requested  to  ap- 
point a  special  committee  of  three  to  prepare  tables  of  rates  upon  the  lievel  pre- 
mium, the  natural  premium  or  step-rate  plan,  and  the  step-rate  plan  with  such 
modifications  by  applying  to  a  proper  extent  the  principles  of  a  reserve  or  emer- 
gency fund. 

Said  committee  shall,  so  far  as  possible,  secure  and  present  to  this  Congress  a 
comprehensive  statement  of  the  remedial  changes  which  have  been,  or  shall  in  the 
ensuing  year  be,  adopted  by  any  fraternal  order,  the  object  herein  sought  being 
the  securing  of  such  knowledge  as  shall  be  of  value  to  this  Congress  in  arriving 
at  definite,  safe  and  sound  conclusions. 

The  substitute  was  adopted. 

Document  No.  4,  presented  by  Mr.  Powers,  of  Illinois,  being 
before  the  Congress  for  action,  Past  President  Spooner  moved 
to  substitute  therefor  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 
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Whereas,  At  the  last  session  of  the  Congress  a  resolution  was  onanimoasly 
adopted  in  which  it  was  declared  to  be  the  '*  imperative  duty  of  the  several 
orders  represented  here  to  make,  at  the  earliest  practical  date,  proper  provision 
for  meeting  the  inevitable  increase  in  the  rate  of  mortality,  by  adjustment  of 
rates  so  that  contribution  shall  be  equitably  proportioned  to  the  hazard  at 
risk": 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  hereby  reaffirms  its  declaration  of  one  year 
ago. 


Document  No,  11. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    THANKS. 

Mr.  Tate,  Chaplain,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions of  Thanks,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  by  rising  vote  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  assigned  the  pleasant  task  of  giving  expression 
to  the  appreciation  of  the  Congress  of  the  many  favors  shown  while  guests  of 
the  city  of  Port  Huron,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  resolutions : 

(1)  Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  are  hereby 
tendered  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Port  Huron,  for  his  thoughtful  considera- 
tion and  earnest  efforts  for  our  comfort  and  pleasure  during  our  stay  in  this  city. 
Our  pleasure  has  been  enhanced  by  the  knowledge  that  the  mayor  of  the  dty 
whose  guests  we  are  is  in  the  best  sense  a  brother  fraternal,  and  one  of  the  fore- 
most champions  of  our  system  of  '*  home  protection.'' 

(2)  Resolved  J  That  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  be  tendered  the  Local  Com- 
mittee  and  the  members  of  the  Fraternal  Societies  of  Port  Huron  for  theit 
hospitality  and  many  kindnesses  shown  us  during  our  stay  among  them.  We 
scarce  know  which  to  admire  most ;  the  many  favors  shown,  or  the  manner  of 
their  showing.  Suffice  it  to  say  we  shall  go  to  our  homes  with  a  sweeter  note 
in  life's'song  and  a  brighter  hope  for  the  future  of  fraternalism  represented  by 
the  Congress. 

(8)  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  be  tendered  to  the  Daily  Press 
for  the  full  and  excellent  report  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Congress,  and  its 
kindly  mention  of  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
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We  recommend  that  the  admirable  address  of  welcome  delivered  by  the 
Mayor  be  printed  as  an  appendix  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress. 

Respectfally  submitted, 

J.  G.  Tate,  Chairman^ 
F.  O.  Van  Galder, 
W.  R.  Spoonbr, 

Committee, 

Document  No.  13. 

Mr.  Sears,  of  Missouri,  presented  the  following  resolution^ 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  next  meeting  of  the  Congress  be  for  a  period  of  four  days 
in  place  of  three  days,  as  heretofore  has  been  the  custom. 

F.  W.  SlARS. 

Documtnt  No.  13. 

Past  President  Spooner  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  president  be  ex-offiHo  a  member  of  the  Special 
Committee  of  three  on  Rates  in  order  that  said  committee  may  have  the  benefit 
of  bis  life*  long  experience. 

W.  R.  Spoonbr. 

Document  No.  1 4. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE  ON    "COURT   MADE   LAWS." 

Mr.  White,  of  Illinois,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  *' Court 
Made  Laws,"  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted,  and  the  Committee  on  Laws  directed  to  report 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  in  accordance  therewith  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  President's 
report  entitled  "Court  Made  Laws,''  respectfully  report,  recommending  a  Legal 
Section  of  the  Congress,  and  that  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  as  to  create  a 
new  standing  committee  of  lawyers  on  Jurisprudence  to  collate  and  provide  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


52  ELEVENTH    ANNUAL    SESSION, 

general  publication   without  expense   to  the   Congress,  of   judicial   decisions 
a£fectiog  fraternal  societies. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

Resolved^  That  the  lawyers  who  may  be  present  at  each  annual  session  consti- 
tute for  the  session  the  Legal  Section  of  the  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Constitution  be  instructed  to  make 
immediate  report  of  the  following  : 

Amend  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  by  inserting  after  subdivisiop  (5) 
tlie  following : 

'*(6).     On  Jurisprudence,   seven    members    who    shall    be    lawyers,"   and 
.  re- number  former  subdivison  (6),  making  it  (7). 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  W.  White,  Chairman^ 

W.  R.  Spoonbr, 

S.  A.  Will, 

j.  w.  gohkkn, 

John  Haskell  Butler, 

Millard  R.  Powers,     . 

D.  D.  AlTKEN, 

Committee, 
Document  No,  15. 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE   ON    "THE   PLAN    OF    THE  CONGRESS." 

Past  President  Spooner,  for  the  committee  on  that  portion  of 
the  President's  report  entitled  "The  Plan  of  the  Congress," 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  and  the 
Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws  directed  to  report  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  in  accordance  therewith  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  President's 
report  entitled  '*The  Plan  of  the  Congress,"  respectfully  report,  recommending 
the  adoption  of  the  following  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Executive  Committee,  in  preparing  programme  for  and 
announcing  the  next  annual  session,  provide  for  a  session  of  four  days. 

Resolved^  That  in  future  annual  sessions  the  Executive  Committee  arrange 
programme  providing  that  on  the  first  day  the  morning  be  devoted  to  organiza- 
tion and  presentation  of  officers'  reports,  and  the  afternoon  and  evening  given 
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to  the  several  sections  collateral  to  the  Congress,  for  them  to  hold  their  sessions, 
discuss  the  matters  pertinent  to  their  departments,  and  formulate  suggestions, 
recommendations  and  resolutions  relating  thereto,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Con- 
gress for  its  consideration  and  action. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws  be  directed  to  report 
forthwith  upon  the  following  amendment : 

Amend  the  fourth  section  of  the  Constitution  so  that  it  shall  conform  to  the 
text  of  the  Uniform  Bill,  and  shall  read  as  follows  : 

^^ Fourth — No  fraterpal  society,  order  or  association  shall  be  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  this  Congress  unless  such  society,  order  or  association  be  formed  or 
organized  and  carried  on  for  the  sole  benefit  of  its  members  and  their  benefi- 
ciaries, and  not  for  profit,  having  a  lodge  system,  with  ritualistic  form  of  work 
apd  representative  form  of  government,  and  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  benefits  in  case  of  death  (with  provision,  if  its  laws  so  provide,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  benefits  in  case  of  sickness,  temporary  or  physical  disability,  either  as 
the  result  of  disease,  accident  or  old  age,  provided  the  period  in  life  at  which 
payment  of  disability  benefits  on  account  of  old  age  commences  shall  not  be 
under  seventy  years),  the  fund  for  the  payment  of  such  benefits  and  the  expenses 
of  such  association  being  derived  from  assessments  or  dues  collected  from  its 
members,  and  death  benefits  payable  to  the  families,  heirs,  blood  relatives,  affi- 
anced husband  or  affianced  wife  of  or  persons  dependent  on  the  member ;  these 
principles  being  an  obligated  duty  on  all  the  members,  to  be  discharged  without 
compensation  or  pecuniary  reward,  the  general  membership  attending  to  the 
general  business  of  the  order,  and  a  fraternal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  each 
other  a  duty  taught,  recognized  and  practiced  as  the  motive  and  bond  of  organ- 
ization." 

Resolvedy  That  every  department  of  work  or  interest  in  fraternal  beneficiary 
societies  be  encouraged  to  form  its  own  section  collateral  to  the  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  each  society  represented  in  the  Congress  be  requested  to  file 
with  the  Secretary  a  copy  of  its  book  of  Constitutions  and  Laws  with  each 
annual  report,  and  to  certify  upon  adoption  all  amendments  thereof. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  G.  Johnson, 

J.  E.  Shepard, 

M.  W.  Sackett, 

n.  s.  bovnton, 

John  Haskell  Butler, 

S.  A.  Will, 

W.  R.  Spooner, 

Committet, 
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Document  No.  16. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    CONSTITUTION    AND   LAWS. 

Mr.  Swain,  of  Massachusetts,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  Laws,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws  have  had  under  consideration  the 
resolutions  presented  by  Representative  A.  R.  Talbot,  of  the  Modern  Woodmen, 
providing  for  an  amendment  that  shall  malce  it  the  duty  of  the  President  to  ap- 
point a  standing  committee  of  five  to  confer  with  the  Insurance  Commissioners 
of  the  different  States,  and  to  present  to  their  conventions  the  plans  and  sys- 
tems of  the  fraternal  societies  constituting  this  Congress. 

Having  given  careful  attention  to  the  proposed  departure  from  past  usage, 
and  having,  as  far  as  practicable,  invited  the  views  of  our  members  upon  this 
subject,  we  advise  against  any  amendment  for  such  purpose  at  this  session. 

Believing  it  desirable,  however,  to  furnish  the  Insurance  Commissioners  with 
reliable  information  in  regard  to  our  plans  and  views,  we  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  President  be  requested,  at  his  discretion,  to  appoint  one 
represenuiive  to  the  next  annual  session  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  purposes  outlined  in  the  resolution  of  Bro.  Talbot, 
and  to  establish  cordial  relations  with  the  officials  representing  the  various  insur- 
ance departments. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Julius  M.  Swaik,  Chairman^ 
W.  T.  Walkbr, 
^  BiNA  M,  West, 

E.  S.  McClintock. 

Committee, 

Document  No,  17. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION  AND   LAWS. 

Mr.  Swain,  of  Massachusetts,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  Laws,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted  : 
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7>  the  National  FtaUmal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitation  and  Laws  hat  considered  the  resolutions 
presented  by  Representative  Mitchell,  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs. 
The  proposition  of  Bro.  Mitchell  contemplates  the  appointment  of  acommittee, 
with  instructions  to  incorporate  this  Congress  as  a  legislative  body.  Having 
carefully  considered  the  subject,  we  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the 
time  has  not  arrived  when  such  action  would  be  judicious  and  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  societies  here  represented.  We  therefore  recommend  that  no  legis- 
lation be  had  at  this  time. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Julius  M.  Swain,  Chairman^ 
W.  T.  Walker. 
Bin  A  M.  West, 

E.  S    McCUNTOCK, 

Committet. 

Document  No,  18. 

Mr.  Acker,  of  New  York,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, on  behalf  of  said  committee  asked  direction  of  the  Con- 
gress upon  the  matter  of  the  payment  of  chairmen  of  the  com- 
mittees appointed  in  the  absence  of  the  regularly  appointed 
chairmen.  The  constitution  provides  for  the  actual  expenses 
incurred  for  attendance  at  the  Congress  to  be  paid  the  officers 
and  chairmen  of  the  standing  committees.  There  are  two 
chairmen  of  standing  committees  who  are  not  present,  and,  in 
both  cases,  the  President  has  appointed  a  chairman  to  act  for 
those  committees.  The  question  is — shall  the  appointed  chair- 
man be  entitled  to  compensation  as  chairman  of  the  committee  ? 
The  constitution  says  that  representatives,  who  are  also  chair- 
men of  committees,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  compensation.  In 
this  case  the  brethren  are  not  representatives.  Your  committee 
asks  for  instructions  in  the  matter. 

To  bring  the  matter  before  the  Congress,  I  will  move  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed  to  pay  these  two  bills. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Acker  was  adopted. 
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Document  No,  1 9. 

Past  President  Spooner  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Resolved  J  That  this  Congress  congratulates  Bro.  Johnson  upon,  and  returns 
its  fraternal  thanks  to  him,  for  his  excellent  administration  of  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent the  past  year ;  his  zeal,  earnestness,  care  and  attention  to  fraternal  inter- 
ests generally  and  in  detail,  and  his  able  and  impartial  conduct  of  this  session, 
and 

Resolved^  That  Bro.  J.  G.  Johnson,  on  retiring  from  the  chair  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  created  a  life  member  of  this  Congress. 

W.  R.  Spoonbr 

Recess  taken  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  2  p.  m.,  President  John- 
son in  the  chair. 

The  President  announced  that  there  were  still  two  papers 
upon  the  program  which  had  not  been  read,  and  if  no  objection 
was  made,  they  would  be  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Congress,  with  the  usual  restrictions. 

It  was  so  ordered. 


Document  No.  20. 


REPORT   OF    MEDICAL   SECTION. 


Dr.  McCollum,  Chairman  of  the  Medical  Section,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  and  the  recommenda- 
tions therein  contained  concurred  in,  with  the  suggestion  that 
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hereafter  the  section  endeavor  to  make  its  report  not  later  than 
the  second  day's  session  of  the  Congress. 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Medical  Section  having  under  consideration  several  topics  of  importance 
to  the  Orders  represented  in  this  Congress,  considered  the  same.  The  papers 
presented  and  discussion  had  we  request  shall  appear  in  the  printed  minutes  and 
report  of  this  Congress.  The  Committee  on  Distribution  referred  to  us  that  por- 
tion of  the  President's  address  relative  to  our  particular  work,  which  we  con- 
sidered in  executive  session.  As  a  result  of  our  experience,  relative  to  his 
suggestions,  knowing  as  we  do  the  vital  importance  of  proper  selections,  we 
recommend  to  this  body  that  the  local  examiners,  upon  recommendation,  be 
commissioned  by  the  Supreme  Medical  Examiner,  or  by  the  Supreme  Body. 

Relative  to  the  balance  of  the  recommendations  of  the  President,  the  same  is 
under  consideration,  and  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  consider  the  same 
and  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

And  we  further  report  that  the'  Section  elected  as  its  ofiScers  for  the  ensuing 
term,  as  follows : 

Officers. — Chairman,  Dr.  C.  A.  McCollum ;  Vice-Chairman,  Dr.  R.  E.  Moss; 
Secretary ,  Dr.  T.  Millman. 

Executive.— Dr..  O.  Millard.  Dr.  J.  H.  Christian,  Dr.  H.  A.  Warner,  Dr.  J.  D. 
Young.  Dr.  S.  Hanscom. 

We  ask  that  the  same  be  endorsed  by  the  Congress. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  McCollum,  Chairman, 
T.  Millman,  Secretary. 


Document  No,  21. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTITUTION  AND  LAWS. 

Mr.  Swain,  of  Massachusetts^  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  Laws^  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted  by  unanimous  vote^  and  the  Constitution  declared 
amended  in  accordance  therewith  : 
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To  the  NaHonal  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws,  to  whom  were  referred  the  reso- 
lutions presented  by  a  Special  Committee,  with  instructions  to  amend  the  fourtb 
and  sixth  articles  of  the  Constitution,  respectfully  report  and  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Fourth  Section  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  so  that 
it  shall  conform  to  the  provisions  of  the  Uuiform  Bill,  and  shall  read  as 
follows : 

^"^  Fourth,  No  fraternal  society,  order  or  association  shall  be  entitled  to  rep- 
resentation in  this  Congress,  unless  such  society,  order  or  association  be  formed 
or  organized  and  carried  on  for  the  sole  benefit  of  its  members  and  their  bene- 
ficiaries, and  not  for  profit,  having  a  lodge  system,  with  ritualistic  form  of  work 
and  representative  form  of  government,  and  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  benefits  in  case  of  death  (with  provision,  if  its  laws  so  provide,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  benefits  in  case  of  sickness,  temporary  or  physical  disability,  either  as 
the  result  of  disease,  accident  or  old  age,  provided  the  period  in  life  at  which 
payment  of  disability  benefits  on  account  of  old  age  commences  shall  not  be 
under  seventy  years),  the  fund  for  the  payment  of  such  benefits  and  the  expen- 
ses of  such  association  being  derived  from  assessments  or  dues  collected  from 
its  members,  and  death  benefits  payable  to  the  families,  heirs,  blood  relatives, 
affianced  husband  or  aflSanced  wife  of,  or  persons  dependent  on  the  member  ; 
these  principles  being  an  obligated  duty  on  all  the  members,  to  be  discharged 
without  compensation  or  pecuniary  reward,  the  general  membership  attending 
to  the  general  business  of  the  Order,  and  a  fraternal  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
each  other,  a  duty  taught,  recognized  and  practiced  as  the  motive  and  bond  of 
organization." 

Resolvtdy  That  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  subdivision  (A)  the  following  : 

^'  (6.)  On  Jurisprudence,  seven  members,  who  shall  be  lawyers,"  and  renum- 
ber former  subdivision  (6)  and  making  it  (7). 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Julius  M.  Swain,  Chairman, 
W.  T.  Walker, 
BiNA  M.  West, 
O.  B.  Craig, 

Committee. 
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DQCument  No.  22. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS  AND  FINANCE. 

Mr.  Acker,  of  New  York,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  and  Finance,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  approved  and  the  recommendations  therein  contained 
adopted  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance  would  respectfully  report  that 
they  have,  during  the  year,  examined  and  approved  the  several  bills  as  reported 
paid  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

We  have  examined  the  books,  vouchers  and  accounts  of  Bro.  M.  W.  Sackett, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  correct,  and  as  printed  in  the  report 
distributed  to  the  members  of  this  Congress. 

We  have  examined  and  recommend  the  payment  of  the  following  bills  for  ex- 
penses of  this  session  : 

J.  G  Johnson,  President,  expenses $88.15 

J.  E.  Shepard,  Vice-President,  expenses 66.50 

M.  W.  Sackett,  Secretary  and  Treasurer 47.50 

J.  M.  Swain,  Chairman  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws 54.40 

J.  H.  Butler,  Chairman  Committee  on  Sututory  Legislation 68.07 

J.  J.  Acker,  Chairman  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance 89.25 

D.  P.  Markey,  Chairman  Committee  on  Statistics  and  Good  of  Orders.  .20.00 

D.  W.  Gerard,  Chairman  Committee  on  Fraternal  Press,  expenses 80.20 

Dr.  C.  A.  McCollum,  Chairman  Committee  on  Medical  Examinations. . .  68.50 

L.  A.  Sherman,  hall  rent 20.00 

The  Sherman  Company,  supplies , 1 .85 

Riverside  Printing  Company,  printing  reports,  etc 72.75 

Railway  Association  of  Michigan,  expenses 6.00 

Fraternal  Monitor  Co.,  stenographer  for  session 50.00 

Total $628.17 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
be  fixed  at  six  hundred  dollars  ($600.00),  payable  quarterly,  and  that  the  Guar- 
anty or  Indemnity  Bond  furnished  by  him  be  renewed,  the  premium  to  be  paid 
by  the  Congress. 
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In  view  of  the  favorable  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  Fraternal  Congress, 
your  committee  have  no  recommendation  to  make  looking  to  the  change  of  rev- 
enue, and  believe  the  law  in  that  respect  to  be  sufficient  as  it  now  stands. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  J.  Acker,  Chairman ^ 
Frank  N.  Gage, 
Lee  R.  Sanborn. 
John  A.  McGillivray, 
Geo.  H.  Howard, 
Frank  S.  Petter. 
Samuel  Klotz, 

Committee, 

Document  No.  23. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FRATERNAL  PRESS. 

Mr.  Gerard,  of  Indiana,  Chairman  of  the  Fraternal  Press 
Committee,  made  the  following  report  to  the  Congress,  notify- 
ing it  of  the  organization  of  the  National  Fraternal  Press 
Association,  which  had  taken  place  during  the  present  session 
of  the  Congress  : 

The  report  was  received  and  the  recommendations  concurred 
in. 

TV  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

In  behalf  of  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association,  I  beg  to  report  to  the 
Congress  the  successful  organization  of  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Associa- 
tion, composed  of  the  editors  and  publishers  of  the  various  fraternal  journals 
published  in  the  interests  of  the  societies  represented  in  this  Congress. 

The  following  officers  and  Executive  Committee  have  been  elected  for  the 
ensuing'  year : 

M.  W.  Sackett,  Meadville,  Pa.,  President. 

F.  O.  Van  Galder,  Sycamore,  111,  Vice-President. 

Gilbert  Howell,  Cleveland,  O.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Executive  Committee.— M.  F.  Van  Buskirk,  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  D.  W.  Gerard, 
Crawfordsville,  Ind.;  F.  W.  Stevens,  Port  Huron,  Mich.;  D.  S.  Biggs,  Boston^ 
Mass. 
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Your  Committee  recognizing  the  great  benefit  growing  out  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  Fraternal  Press,  in  the  worlc  of  education  and  advancement  of  the  inter- 
ests of  fraternal  protection,  join  heartily  in  the  following  recommendations : 

'^^ Resolved y  That  we  earnestly  commend  the  effort  being  made  to  unite  as  a 
helpful  factor  of  progress,  the  Fraternal  Press  in  full  sympathy  and  co-operation 
with  the  National  Fraternal  Congress. 

^* Resolved,  That  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  be  and  is  hereby 
constituted  an  auxiliary  section  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  with  priv- 
ilege to  report  thereto  and  have  such  portion  of  the  records  of  their  meetings 
published  in  the  Journal  of  Proceedings  as  they  may  deem  desirable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  GsRARD,  Chairman^ 
Salem  Hkilman, 
J.  W.  Meyers, 
Lillian  M.  Hollister, 
Edwin  O.  Wood, 
Emma  E.  Bower, 

Commillee, 

Document  No,  24. 

Past  President  Spooner  presented  the  following  resolution^ 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  empowered  to  request  the  loan  of 
the  cuts  of  the  Past  Presidents  and  of  the  present  Secretary-Treasurer,  and  pub- 
lish the  same  in  the  journal  of  this  session,  and  at  future  sessions  the  poi trait  of 
the  retiring  President  be  published  in  the  journal  of  the  session. 

W.  R.  Spooner. 

Mr.  Hutchins,  of  Iowa,  presented  to  the  Congress  a  letter  from 
Mr.  T.  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Librarian  of  the  Iowa  Masonic  Library,  call- 
ing attention  to  the  extensive  library  established  by  this  organ- 
ization, and  making  request  that  the  various  societies  connected 
with  the  Congress  donate  copies  of  their  proceedings,  as  it  was 
desired  to  collect  and  preserve  a  complete  file  of  all  the  records 
of  the  various  fraternal  beneficial  associations  in  this  library.     . 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  McGillivray,  the  Secretary-Treasurer  was 
directed  to  procure  a  gavel  for  each  session  of  the  Congress, 
suitably  inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  President,  date  and 
place  of  meeting,  to  be  presented  to  the  President  upon  his 
retiring  from  office. 

INSTALLATION    OF   OFFICERS. 

President  Johnson  :  If  there  be  no  objection,  the  next  busi- 
ness is  the  pleasant  duty  I  have  to  perform  of  inducting  the 
newly  elected  officers  into  their  various  positions,  and  in  so 
doing  I  ask  to  be  permitted  to  thank  you  all  for  the  kindness 
you  have  shown  me.  Since  the  first  session  of  this  Congress 
that  I  attended,  I  have  received  nothing  but  kindness  at  the 
hand^  of  the  Congress,  and  that  has  culminated  in  my  being 
called  to  the  office  I  now  surrender.  In  doing  so  it  is  a  great 
pleasure  to  thank  you  for  the  many  tokens  of  esteem  and  bro- 
therly consideration  extended  to  one  in  my  official  capacity.  I 
would  appoint  Sisters  Hollister  and  West  to  escort  the  President- 
elect to  the  platform. 

The  committee  appointed  then  escorted  President  Shepard  to 
the  platform. 

President  Johnson  :  Mr.  President,  in  surrendering  to  you 
this  gavel  and  inducting  you  to  your  position  as  presiding 
officer  of  the  Congress  for  the  ensuing  year,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  say  anything  in  regard  to  the  estimation  in  which  you 
are  held  by  this  body.  I  think  every  member  of  the  Congress, 
and  many  who  are  not  members,  have  watched  your  health 
during  the  past  year  with  anxious  solicitude.  I  say  to  you, 
that  I  shall  watch  your  health  during  the  coming  year,  and  I 
hope  that  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  at  the  next 
session  in  Baltimore. 

President  Shepard  :  Ladies,  Gentlemen,  members  of  the 
Fraternal  Congress.  I  heard  something  new  the  other  night, 
and  I  think  this  is  another  occasion  of  Jonah  and  the  whale — 
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therefore  I  find  myself  in  the  position  I  am  now  in.  I  am 
unable  to  make  a  speech  this  afternoon  for  several  reasons.  I 
could  not  make  much  of  a  speech  any  way,  but  I  gratefully 
thank  you  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  body  ~ especially  as  expressed  last  year  and 
continued  this  year.  You  have  my  sincere  thanks.  I  have 
endeavored,  in  the  past,  to  serve  fraternity,  through  this  Con- 
gresSy  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  I  can  only  say  that  in  the 
future  I  shall  do  likewise. 

Vice-President  Stevens  and  Secretary-Treasurer  Sackett  were 
then  duly  inducted  into  their  respective  offices. 

The  President  announced  the  following  appointments  for  the 
year  1897-1898. 

NATIONAL  FRATERNAL  CONGRESS. 

CHAPLAIN  AND  COMMITTERS,  1897-98. 


Chaplain, 
Rev.  J.  G.  Tate Grand  Island,  Neb. 

Constitution  and  Laws* 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman,  Peabody,  Kansas Past  President. 

A.  R.  Savage,  Auburn,  Maine Past  President. 

John  Mulligan,  Yonkers,  N.  Y Knights  of  Honor. 

Julius  M.  Swain,  120  Tremont  St,  Boston,  Mass Home  Circle. 

Miss  Bina  M.  West,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees . 

F.  W.  Sears,  Kansas  City,  Mo National  Reserve  Association . 

O.  B.  Craig,  Fidelity  Bldg.,  Baltimore.  Md Knights  of  Golden  Chain . 

E.  S.  McClintock,  Topeka,  Kan Ancient  Order  of  Pyramids. 

Miss  Marguerite  McCutchcn,  Washington,  D.  C Order  of  Golden  Cross. 

Statutory  Legislation. 

John  Haskell  Butler, Ch'n,  244  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass. .Past  President. 

John  W.  White,  Rock  Falls,  111 Modem  Woodmen  of  America. 

J.  W.  Goheen,  Philadelphia^  Pa Knights  of  Honor. 
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W.  G.  Ross,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y Catholic  Benevolent  Legion . 

Oronhyatekha,  M.  D.,  Toronto,  Ont.,  Can Foresters. 

W.  S.  Linton,  Saginaw,  Mich Maccabees . 

J.  S.  McKinstry,  Society  of  Savings  Bldg.,  Cleveland,  O Royal  Arcanuna. 

Millard  R.  Powers,  158  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  III Royal  League. 

A.  L.  Hereford,  Springfield,  III Suprenae  Court  of  Honor. 

J.  Scully  Taft,  Keene,  N.  H Pilgrim  Fathers. 

Wm.  G.  Morris,  835  W.  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  111 Chosen  Friends. 

James  H.  Livingston,  Baltimore,  Md. Shield  of  Honor. 

Louis  A.  Steber,  St.  Louis,  Mo Chosen  Friends . 

Credentials  and  Finance. 

John  J.  Acker,  Chairman,  Albany,  N.  Y Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Frank  N.  Gage,  128  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  III National  Union. 

J.  A.  McGillivray,  Forester's  Temple,  Toronto,  Ont Foresters. 

Lee  R.  Sanborn,  48  W.  Eagle  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y Templars  of  Temperance. 

Geo.  H.  Howard,  Cambridge,  Mass. ..... .New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

J.  A.  Baden,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md Golden  Chain . 

Rev.  Samuel  R.  Lacey,  Newark.  N.  J Knights  and  Ladies  of  Golden  Star. 

E.  M.  Schry ver,  Baltimore,  Md Royal  Arcanum . 

Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders. 

D.  P.  Markey,  Chairman,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Warner,  Topeka,  Kan Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security . 

B.  F.  Nelson,  St.  Louis,  Mo Knighu  of  Honor. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Hutchins,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. . . , Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 

John  G.  Mitchell,  Baltimore,  Md Heptasophs . 

W.  6.  Rogefs,  Omaha,  Neb Woodmen  of  the  World. 

G.  Del  Vecchio,  Chicago,  HI. . . » .Supreme  Lodge,  Order  of  Mutual  Protection. 

Fraternal  Press. 

W.  T.  Walker,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Ch'm'n ..  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside. 

P.  D.  Stratton,  Sharon.  Pa Protected  Home  Circle. 

Edwin  O.  Wood,  Flint,  Mich  Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard. 

E.  W.  Gerard,  Crawfordsville,  Ind Tribe  of  Ben-Hur. 

John  G.  H.  Myers,  150  Nassau  St.,  New  York  City United  Friends. 

Mrs.  Lillian  M.  Hollister,  Detroit,  Mich . .  .Maccabees. 

J.  W.  Myers,  Toledo.   Ohio National  Union. 

John  B.  Trebler,  Baltimore,  Md Legion  of  Red  Cross. 

Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lacey,  Newark,  N.  J. .  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star. 
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furisprudtnee , 

W.  R.  Spooner,  Chairman,  486  E.  117th  St.,  New  York  City Patt  Prcsidcni. 

S.  A.  Will.  Pitteburgh,   Pa .Patt  President. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Peabody,  Kan Patt  President. 

John  W.  White,  Rock  Falls,  III Modern  Woodmen. 

John  D.  Clark,  Dayton.  Ohio Independent  Order  Foresters. 

W.  T.  Walker.  Kansas  City,  Kan Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside. 

W.  S.  Robson.  La  Grange,  Tex Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Special  Committee  on  Rates. 

H   C.  Sessions,  Sioux  Falls,  So.  Dak Ancient  Order  United  Workmen . 

Frederick  A.  Draper,  No.  8  Oxford  St.,  Maiden,  Mass Home  Circle. 

D.  P.  Markey,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

Jas.  E.  Shepard.  President,  ex  officio Lawrence,  Mass. 

The  business  ot  the  Congress  being  finished,  the   President 

declared  the  Eleventh  Annual  Session  of  the  National  Fraternal 

Congress  adjourned  sine  die, 

M.  W.  Sackett, 

Secretary-  Treasurer, 


NOTICE. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Session  of  the  National  Fraternal  Con- 
gress will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  the  third 
Tuesday  in  November,  1898. 


RECOGNITION. 


The  Congress  desires,  in  a  more  extended  manner  than  the 
compass  of  formal  resolutions  will  permit,  to  place  on  record 
its  appreciation  of  the  hospitality  and  courtesies  so  profusely 
tendered  to  its  delegates  during  their  sojourn  in  the  beautiful 
city  of  Port  Huron. 

A  brief  review  of  the  various  entertainments  provided  will 
bring  forcibly  to  mind  the  pleasure  enjoyed  by  the  participants. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day,  Tuesday,  the  members  and 
visitors  were  taken,  on  board  the  steamer  Conger,  for  a  most 
enjoyable  ride  up  the  St.  Clair  river  and  out  into  lake  Huron. 
In  the  evening  there  was  an  entertainment  at  the  Auditorium, 
consisting  of  musical  selections,  recitations  and  speeches  by 
prominent  citizens  of  Port  Huron  and  some  of  the  officers  of 
the  Congress.  There  was  an  immense  audience  of  the  citizens 
of  the  city,  completely  filling  the  large  building. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  the  representatives  enjoyed 
a  trip  through  the  great  International  Tunnel  beneath  the  St.  Clair 
river,  taking  them  into  the  Canadian  province  for  a  very  brief 
sojourn. 

In  the  evening,  at  the  Hotel  Harrington,  there  was  held  a  ban- 
quet, under  the  auspices  of  the  local  committee  of  arrangements. 
The  menu  was  a  varied  and  excellent  one,  displaying  the  culin- 
ary abilities  of  the  chef  of  this  most  excellent  hotel.  The  evening^ 
was  prolonged  into  the  next  morning  by  speeches,  witty,  wise 
and  otherwise,  delivered  by  various  citizens  and  members. 

This  closed  the  stated  entertainments,  but  many  of  the  mem- 
bers enjoyed  most  pleasant  rides  about  the  attractive  and  hust- 
ling city  of  Port  Huron.  The  recollection  of  the  meeting  at 
the  home  of  Mayor  and  ex-President  Boynton,  will  long  remain 
in  the  memories  of  all  who  attended. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 


By  order  of  the  Congress,  it  is  hereby  announced  that  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress  is  not  responsible  for  any  opinion 
expressed  in  any  paper  read  before  the  Congress,  nor  are  said 
opinions  to  be  taken  as  the  views  of  the  Congress,  unless  the 
records  of  the  Congress  shall  show  that  an  affirmative  vote  was 
taken  thereon.  Members  are  to  be  allowed  full  freedom  in 
expressing  their  opinions  at  all  times,  but  they  cannot  in  any 
manner  bind  the  Congress. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


REPORT    OF    THE  PRESIDENT. 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress^  its  Officers  and  Representatives: 

Brethren — The  eleventh  annual  session  of  the  Congress 
promises  to  be  of  equal  interest  and  profit  with  any  of  those 
which  have  preceded  it.  The  attendance  will  be  larger  than  at 
any  former  session,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  societies 
composing  its  membership  report  progress  and  prosperity. 

Periods  of  financial  depression  frequently  inaugurate  or  ac- 
celerate movements  of  great  value  to  mankind,  and  possibly^ 
this  fact  may,  in  some  measure,  account  for  the  wonderful  pro- 
gress of  the  fraternities  during  the  past  few  years.  Going  with- 
out life  protection  is  a  luxury,  incident  only  to  times  of  unex- 
ampled prosperity.  Old  line  life  insurance  is  possible  to  the  or- 
dinary business  man  only  when  money  is  abundant  and  profits 
large,  but  when  the  times  come  in  which  the  large  majority  of 
men  lay  awake  nights  wondering  whether  the  morrow  will  .find 
them  solvent  or  insolvent,  men*s  thoughts  turn  to  the  protection 
of  their  families  in  case  of  their  death,  and  their  necessities 
cause  them  to  appreciate  the  moderate  cost  of  protection  offered 
by  these  orders.  So  it  has  come  to  pass,  that  during  the  past 
year,  notwithstanding  the  hard  times,  or  possibly  in  some  meas- 
ure by  reason  of  them,  nearly  every  report  coming  to  your  oflB- 
cers  from  the  societies  has  been  of  large  accessions  to  the  mem- 
bership and  to  the  accumulations  in  the  various  funds. 
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The  Secretary's  report  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Statistics  will  inform  you  in  detail  as  to  the  statistics  of  the  so- 
cieties composing  the  Congress.  During  the  year  five  new  soci- 
eties have  been  admitted,  besides  several  under  consideration, 
making  the  aggregate  of  the  membership  forty-five  societies, 
representing  at  least  two  million  individual  members,  with  in- 
demnity in  force  of  $3,000,000,000.  During  the  last  year  these 
societies  have  paid  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased 
members  $31,000,000,  and  the  total  beneficence  of  this  system 
in  the  less  than  thirty  years  since  the  first  order  was  organized 
cannot  fall  short  of  $300,000,000,  and  this  vast  sum  has  doubt- 
less been  disbursed  with  less  cost,  less  delay  and  less  loss  from 
defalcation  and  otherwise  than  can  be  claimed  for  any  other  sys- 
tem of  philanthropy  ever  devised.  If  it  is  true  that  **  those 
men  will  be  longest  remembered  who  have  done  most  for  hu- 
manity," then  the  names  of  the  men  who  have  been  instrumen- 
tal in  founding  and  developing  this  great  system,  some  of  whom 
are  honored  members  of  this  Congress,  should  not  be  forgotten 
while  humanity's  woes  appeal  to  humanity's  sympathy. 

THE  PLAN  OF  THE  CONGRESS. 

While  I  am  impressed  with  the  good  work  which  this  Congress 
has  done  for  the  fraternal  system  since  it  has  been  organized,  I 
am  impelled  to  say  that  I  think  its  usefulness  could  be  greatly 
augmented  by  organization  on  a  little  different  basis.  I  think, 
as  at  present  organized,  the  work  lacks  directness,  definiteness, 
system.  The  work  in  our  orders  is  getting  to  be  more  and 
more  expert  work  ;  expert  knowledge  in  our  particular  depart- 
ments is  what  we  need,  but  the  opinion  of  an  expert  in  one  so- 
ciety is  not  of  paramount  interest  to  any  but  those  persons  per- 
forming similar  work  in  other  societies.  One  hundred  dele- 
gates assemble  in  this  Congress  and  most  of  the  time  is  spent 
by  all  in  discussing  matters,  each  of  which  is  of  interest  to  but 
a  fraction  of  the  whole.  In  my  judgment,  we  should  aim  to 
make   this   a  Congress  of  congresses.     It  now  has  its  Medical 
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section,  a  Congress  by  itself,  composed  of  experts  in  one  branch 
of  our  work.  This  year  we  will  have  a  similar  Congress  of 
Fraternal  Editors  and  Publishers,  experts  in  another  branch. 
We  should  have  a  Congress  of  Attorneys  who  are  experts  in  our 
work.  We  should  have  a  Congress  of  Supreme  Recorders.  We 
should  have  a  Congress  of  Expert  Organizers.  The  delegates 
from  all  the  societies  should  be  selected  with  a  view  to  get  for 
each  society  all  the  benefits  that  can  be  derived  from  fill  these 
gatherings.  The  first  day  of  this  Congress  should  be  devoted 
to  organization  and  work  of  general  interest ;  then  one  or  two 
days  spent  divided  up  into  these  separate  sections^  each  consid- 
ering its  specialty,  and  a  final  day  spent  all  together,  a  portion 
of  time  being  devoted  to  each  section  desiring  general  action 
by  the  Congress  on  its  particular  line.  Some  such  plan  would 
specialize  our  work,  and  societies  would  send  delegates,  each  of 
whom  would  be  benefited  in  his  particular  department,  and  still 
the  general  efficiency  of  the  entire  Congress  would  not  be  at  all 
impaired. 

My  experience  during  the  past  year  has  shojvn  no  defect  in 
our  written  constitution  and  plan  of  operation,  save  that  sug- 
gested above,  except  this  :  In  our  Fraternal  Congress  uniform 
law,  we  define,  in  the  first  section,  the  nature,  organization  and 
attributes  of  a  Fraternal  Benefit  Society.  I  recommend  that  the 
section  of  pur  constitution  defining  the  qualifications  of  socie- 
ties admitted  to  membership  in  this  Congress  be  amended  to 
conform  exactly  to  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  uni- 
form law. 

THE    LADIES    IN    CONGRESS, 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  welcome  this  year  additional  lady 
delegates  to  the  Congress.  I  think  there  is  no  well-wisher  of  the 
fraternal  system  but  rejoices  in  the  interest  which  is  taken  by 
women  in  the  orders.  Any  sentiment,  any  movement,  which 
has  behind  it  the  indorsement  of  the  women  of  this  nation  will 
live.  This  system,  which  is  baptized  daily  by  the  grateful  tears 
and  blessings  of  widows  and  orphans  everywhere,  should   be, 
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for  that  reason  alone,  immortal.  Some  one  has  said  that  there 
is  no  government  that  can  perish,  no  institution  that  can  be 
destroyed,  if  the  patriotism  of  man  be  as  true  and  sincere  as  the 
silent  loyalty  and  devotion  of  woman.  It  would  cause  a  marked 
improvement  in  these  institutions  if  the  men  connected  with 
them  had  a  zeal  and  interest  in  their  success  in  keeping  with 
the  hopes  and  desires  of  their  beneficiaries.  Then  let  us  gladly 
welcome  any  manifestation  of  this  interest,  and,  whether  it 
takes  the  form  of  admission  of  women  to  the  orders  on  equal 
terms  with  men,  or  of  separate  associations  composed  of  and 
managed  by  women  exclusively,  we  welcome  theai  to  our 
councils,  hoping  that  they  will  take  their  full  part  in  our 
deliberations  and  brighten  our  sessions  as  much  by  their 
participation  as  they  do  by  their  presence. 

THE   MEDICAL   SECTION. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  various  orders  composing 
the  Congress  appreciate  the  value  of  the  medical  section,  and 
encourage  their  supreme  medical  examiners  to  attend  its 
sessions.  I  think  there  is  no  person  engaged  in  our  work  but 
realizes  that  as  long  as  the  prosperity  and  perpetuity  of  the 
system  depends  upon  a  judicious  selection  of  physical  risks,  so 
long  the  system  is  under  bonds  to  its  medical  examiners.  True, 
there  are  some  who  scan,  pretty  critically,  the  death  list  each 
month,  and  venture  the  opinion  that  somewhere  down  the  line 
**  some  one  has  blundered,"  but  we  are  apt  to  forget  that  the 
medical  examiner  is  beset  with  difficulties  unknown  to  any 
other  official  in  our  system.  He  is  the  victim  of  the  unworthy 
deputy  whose  interest  in  the  admission  fee  overshadows  his 
interest  in  the  order.  He  is  the  victim  of  those  mistaken 
sympathetic  members  who  see  that  a  friend  is  likely  soon  to 
die,  and  who  think  he  ought  *to  die  among  friends  and  brethren. 
He  is  the  victim  of  the  crafty  applicant  who  feels  the  gnawing 
of  disease  before  science  can  detect  it,  and  is  impelled  to 
unworthily  seek  protection    for  his    family.      If   this   Congress 
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could  devise  some  plan  to  protect  our  local  examiners  from 
being  victimized  by  these  environments,  I  am  convinced  that 
our  societies  would  have  little  reason  to  complain  of  the  results 
of  their  work.  Their  section  of  this  Congress  presents  a  prac- 
tical opportunity  for  the  medical  examiners-in-chief  to  consider 
these  matters  and  recommend  action  to  the  Congress. 

I  have  thought  that  it  might  be  of  value  to  the  orders,  and  in 
line  with  that  spirit  of  co-operation  which  is  our  chief  corner- 
stone, if  there  could  be  organized  in  every  community  a  Fraternal 
Congress  board,  composed  of  the  local  examiners  of  all  the 
orders  organized  therein.  That  every  risk  examined,  about 
which  there  was  the  least  question,  should  be  subjected  to  its 
consensus  of  judgment,  thus  relieving  the  individual  examiner 
of  the  embarrassing  responsibility  of  personal  rejection,  and 
giving  the  orders  the  benefit  of  a  test  of  physical  fitness  which 
might  be  prescribed  by  the  medical  section  of  this  Congress. 

It  has  also  occurred  to  me  that  the  medical  examiners  of  our 
orders  owe  it  to  themselves  to  devise  and  put  in  operation  some 
system  of  keeping  track  of  rejected  applicants,  in  order  to  prove 
the  value  to  the  Orders  of  the  system  of  selection  which  they 
have  adopted.  This  thought  was  emphasized  by  a  history, 
which  was  given  me  lately,  of  the  twenty  applicants,  who, 
sixteen  years  ago,  applied  for  a  charter  to  organize  a  lodge  of 
one  of  our  leading  orders.  I  was  told  that  when  the  local 
medical  examiner  came  to  separate  the  sheep  from  the  goats,  he 
rejected,  for  apparent  cause,  seven  of  the  twenty,  and  his  action 
was  sustained  by  the  supreme  medical  examiner.  After  sixteen 
years  it  is  said  that  of  the  original  twenty,  ten  are  living  and 
ten  dead  ;  of  the  ten  dead,  eight  died  of  constitutional  disease  ; 
of  the  ten  living,  seven  are  the  original  goats  who  were 
rejected  by  the  medical  examiner,  and  who  seem  to  be  enjoying, 
at  present,  a  fair  degree  of  health.  It  is  said  that  one  of  the 
most  satisfactory  things  about  the  medical  profession  is  that  it 
usually  buries  its  mistakes,  but  this  seems  to  have  been  a 
marked  exception  to  that  rule.     It  would  seem  desirable,  at  all 
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events,  that  some  system  be  adopted  for  gathering  statistics  of 
rejections  and  of  the  subsequent  history  of  such  cases,  and  in 
no  other  way,  it  seems  to  me,  can  our  examiners  more  directly 
demonstrate  the  value  of  their  services  to  the  orders. 


THE    FRATERNAL   PRESS. 

In  this  favored  age  and  nation,  in  which  ignorance  is  a 
disgrace  as  well  as  a  misfortune,  all  forward  movements  appeal 
to  intelligence  and  depend  largely  upon  a  vigorous  press  for 
success.  In  science,  commerce,  politics  and  religion,  the  press 
is  the  active,  untiring,  ceaseless  popular  educator,  and  no  suc- 
cessful organizer  or  leader  in  any  popular  movement  ever  loses 
sight  of  this  popular  lever  for  influencing  public  opinion  or 
inciting  individual  effort. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  great  popular  movement  which  recognizes 
this  fact  more  fully  than  the  one  which  this  Congress  represents. 
This  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  there  is  scarcely  a  society,  small 
or  great,  young  or  old,  weak  or  powerful,  but  which  operates 
and  controls,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  a  periodical  publica- 
tion of  some  nature,  devoted  to  its  interests,  and. intended  to 
reach  and  influence  those  who  are  already  its  members,  as  well 
as  those  whose  membership  is  desired. 

The  very  nature  of  these  societies  renders  such  publications 
an  almost  indispensable  part  of  their  machinery.  The  great 
bond  which  unites  the  thousands  of  scattered  units  of  member- 
ship into  the  powerful  whole,  if  expressed  in  one  word,  is 
'^ confidence.*'  This  confidence  is  always  promoted  by  full  and 
satisfactory  information,  and  the  best,  if  not  the  only  means  of 
conveying  this  information,  from  management  to  membership, 
fully  and  frequently,  is  through  the  medium  of  an  official 
organ,  and  much  of  the  success  of  any  of  our  successful  societies 
can  be  directly  traced  to  the  intelligence  and  wisdom  which 
has  directed  the  one  or  more  journals  which  are  published  in 
its  interests. 
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Aside  from  the  strictly  official  .organs  published  by  our 
societies,  there  are  many  other  journals  to  which  our  system 
owes  much.  The  independent  publications  within  certain 
societies  representing  no  jurisdiction  and  bound  to  no  interest, 
but  devoted  to  the  good  of  the  order  in  all  its  parts,  and 
standing  like  sentinels,  on  the  wall  to  give  warning  of  im- 
pending danger.  Those  other  independent  journals,  with  a 
still  wider  field,  owing  allegiance  to  no  society,  but  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  the  system  in  general.  All  of  these  various 
journals  have  strong  claims  upon  the  sympathy  and  support  of 
every  well-wisher  of  fraternity  within  and  without  this  Congress. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  Congress  will  have  with  it 
many  of  the  brethren  who  have  made  the  fraternal  press  the 
factor  that  it  is  in  our  system  of  protection,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
their  coming  together  may  result  in  added  efficiency  in  their 
particular  department,  and  that  the  results  achieved  may  justify 
the  addition  of  such  a  section  as  a  permanent  feature  of  the  fu- 
ture sessions  of  the  Congress. 

LEGISLATION. 

The  subject  of  statutory  legislation  continues  to  be  the  lead- 
ing question  in  the  Congress.  Your  committee  having  charge 
of  this  matter  will  give  the  Congress  an  account  of  the  work  ac- 
complished during  the  year. 

In  some  of  our  States,  the  uniform  bill  has  been  adopted  in 
the  exact  form  recommended  by  this  body.  In  many  other 
States,  the  superior  wisdom  of  legislators,  or  the  machinations 
of  rival  systems  of  insurance  have  resulted  in  more  or  less  seri- 
ous modifications,  nearly  every  one  of  which  has  proven  a  det- 
riment to  the  law  in  actual  operation.  The  Congress  of  the 
United  States  passed  our  uniform  bill  for  the  government  of 
benefit  societies  organized  or  doing  business  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  during  the  year.  It  was  also  adopted  entire  in  the 
States  of  Missouri  and  Nebraska.  The  good  work  done  by  those 
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of  our  members  who  were  in  Congress  and  those  who  organized 
successful  efforts  in  these  States  calls  for  the  commendation  of 
this  body.  The  effort  to  adopt  our  law  failed  in  Kansas,  because 
of  provisions  insisted  upon  by  the  legislature,  which  would  have 
compelled  some  of  our  societies  to  materially  modify  their  plan 
of  organization.  Radically  wrong  legislation,  which  was  pro- 
posed in  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Colorado,  California  and  Texas, 
was  defeated  by  the  active  and  timely  efforts  of  our  friends  in 
those  States.  The  experience  of  the  year  has  again  demonstrat- 
ed that  the  strength  of  Fraternal  Societies  is  such  that,  if  sys- 
tematically brought  to  bear  in  any  of  our  States,  it  becomes  a 
force  which  no  legislature  will  disregard. 

The  work  in  this  line  during  the  past  year  has  called  my  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  our  means  of  securing  the  adoption  of 
our  uniform  law  in  the  various  States  needs  strengthening. 
This  work  should  be  definitely  left  to  the  Committee  on  Legis: 
lation,  and  facilities  provided  for  this  committee  to  do  the  work. 
Organizations  should  be  perfected  in  every  State  solely  for  this 
purpose,  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  iand  arrange- 
ments made  so  that  our  bill  shall  be  introduced  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session,  instead  of  waiting  until  an  obnoxious  law  has 
obtained  the  right  of  way  and  then  attempting  to  substitute  our 
law.  This  method  will  require  the  expenditure  of  some  money 
by  this  committee,  but  the  end  to  be  attained  will  amply  justify 
the  expense.  There  is  no  other  means  for  securing  the  legisla- 
tion we  desire  which  is  so  potent  as  an  organization  of  local 
representatives  of  the  societies  doing  business  in  the  State,  spe- 
cially for  this  purpose.  If  our  committee  would  prepare  full 
printed  instructions  as  to  plan  of  organization  and  methods  of 
work,  these  local  organizations  could  be  formed  in  any  3tate 
with  very  little  expense  to  this  Congress,  and  after  such  an  or- 
ganization is  perfected,  any  expense  incident  to  its  work  will  or- 
dinarily be  borne  without  question  by  the  societies  doing  busi- 
ness in  that  State.  With  such  an  organization,  harmoniously 
perfected  in  advance  of  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  I  am  cer- 
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tain  that  our  uniform  bill  can  be  put  on  the  statute  book  of  any 
State,  at  any  session  of  its  legislature. 


COURT    MADE   LAWS. 

Important  as  is  the  subject  of  legislation  to  our  societies,  there 
is  another  matter,  to  some  extent  kindred  in  its  nature^  which  is 
to  us  fully  as  important,  and  which  demands  our  respectful  but 
earnest  consideration,  and  which  some  agency  of  this  Congress 
should  be  competent  to  meet.  I  refer  to  the  steady  and  unfavor- 
able changes  which  are  being  effected  by  the  courts  in  the  legal 
aspect  of  the  contracts  and  organization  of  Fraternal  Benefit 
Societies.  I  have  space  to  cite  but  a  few  instances  in  illustra- 
tion of  my  thought. 

Since  the  foundation  of  this  system,  it  has  been  the  plan  that 
local  lodges  have  been  simply  groups  of  members  locally  con- 
tiguous, who  have  conducted  their  local  afifairs  independently, 
and  have  elected  their  officers  without  consultation  with,  or  over- 
sight by.  Grand  or  Supremd  bodies.  That  local  lodges  collect 
and  remit  assessments  through  local  officers.  Hence  it  has  been 
from  the  first  the  theory  of  these  societies  that  the  Grand  or 
Supreme  body  was  not  responsible  for  funds  collected  until  such 
funds  should  reach  the  Supreme  Treasury,  and  that  local  col- 
lecting officers  should  be  agents  of  the  local  lodges,  or  of  the 
members,  and  not  agents  of  the  Supreme  body.  This  is  a  the- 
ory strictly  in  line  with  the  central  idea  of  the  business  manage- 
ment of  our  system.  That  central  idea  is  that  the  work  and  re- 
sponsibility of  conducting  the  business  should  be,  as  much  as 
possible,  borne  by  the  members  gratuitously,  thus  saving  them, 
collectively,  the  expense  and  supervision  of  authorized  and  di- 
rect collection  machinery,  one  of  the  most  expensive  items  of 
management. 

This  theory  has  been  directly  attacked  within  the  year  by  a 
decision  in  the  Federal  Court  of  Tennessee,  which  court  held,  in 
sweeping  terms,  that  the  local  collection  officers  are  to  be  con- 
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sideredy  for  all  purposes  within  the  scope  of  their  duties  and 
powers,  the  agents  of  the  Grand  or  Supreme  body.  The  effect 
of  such  law,  should  it  be  generally  adopted  by  courts,  would  be 
revolutionary  as  to  our  methods  ot  doing  business,  as  it  would 
put  the  funds  and  contracts  of  all  societies  at  the  mercy  of  these 
local  officers,  and  place  this  system,  as  to  agency,  dn  exkctly  the 
plane  occupied  by  the  old  line  life  and  fire  companies.  Societies 
would  have,  in  some  instances,  thousands  of  agents,  recognized 
as  such  by  the  courts  and  endowed  by  them  with  the  power  to 
bind  the  Supreme  bodies  in  all  matters  of  collection,  waiver  or 
estoppel,  and  yet,  under  our  system,  the  Supreme  body  would 
have  not  one  word  to  say  as  to  their  election  to,  or  continuance 
in,  office.  The  inevitable  effect  would  be  to  compel  Supreme 
bodies  to  supervise,  and,  by  expensive  safeguards,  render  secure, 
their  extensive  collection  machinery,  thus  adding  to  the  burdens 
of  their  membership  a  new  and  large  item  of  expense  of  man- 
agement, neither  contemplated  nor  desired  by  them,  and  only 
rendered  necessary  by  this  needless  "  twisting  "  of  their  system 
by  the  courts. 

Another  development  of  the  same  idea  is  shown  in  several  suits 
which  have  been  instituted  during  the  past  year,  the  objects  of 
which  have  been,  on  the  ground  of  agency,  to  hold  Supreme 
bodies  and  their  funds,  in  large  damages,  for  injuries  alleged  to 
have  resulted  from  careless  initiations  in  local  lodges.  None  of 
these  cases  have  reached  a  final  and  authoritative  conclusion, 
but  they  all  bear  evidence  of  the  reliance  of  the  litigants  and 
their  attorneys  on  the  pronounced  tendency  of  courts  to  ignore 
our  peculiar  organization  and  plan,  and  to  place  us  on  the  same 
plane  as  to  agency  with  all  other  kinds  of  corporations. 

In  view  of  the  slender  and  delicate  tie  of  confidence  which  binds 
all  our  members,  and  the  management  selected  by  them,  together 
into  a  harmonious  and  successful  whole,  there  was  inserted  into 
our  uniform  bill  a  provision  forbidding  injunction  suits  against 
societies  of  this  kind  unless  the  complainant  should  first  submit 
his  grievance  to  the  State  Insurance  Department,  have  his  con- 
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tention  approved  by  this  supervising  bureau^  and  have  it  request 
the  Attorney  General  to  bring  the  suit.  This  provision,  it  was 
agreed  on  all  hands,  would  secure  to  every  member,  with  a  cause 
of  action  properly  entitling  him  and  others  to  relief,  an  entrance 
to  the  proper  forum,  and  the  prestige  of  an  endorsement  by  the 
State  authorities,  and  at  the  same  time  would  protect  our  soci- 
eties from  those  vexatious  attacks  upon  their  management  so 
utterly  groundless  in  most  instances,  and  always  so  disturbing 
to  that  harmony  and  serenity  which  is  so  necessary  to  success  ; 
but  the  Illinois  Supreme  Court,  in  a  recent  case,  has  calmly 
swept  aside  the  evident  and  well  understood  intention  of  this 
provision  in  the  Fraternal  Society  law  of  that  State,  by  holding 
that  this  section  has  reference  only  to  alleged  violations  of  the 
contract  between  the  corporation  and  the  State,  and  cannot  be 
invoked  in  cases  of  attack  by  individual  members  on  the  man- 
agement of  the  corporation,  thus,  by  a  judicial  construction,  nul- 
lifying the  intention  of  this  legislation,  as  understood  by  those 
securing  it,  and  opening  all  the  courts  of  that  State  to  the  very 
class  of  cases  to  which,  in  that  and  all  other  States,  this  legis- 
lative enactment  was  intended  to  close  them. 

Did  space  permit,  I  could  multiply  instances  in  illustration^of 
this  point,  but  those  given  will  fully  illustrate  my  contention 
that  these  orders  must  earnestly  contend  before  the  courts  for 
the  preservation  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  this 
system  ;  that  it  will  not  do  to  formulate  a  correct  system  of 
government  for  an  Order,  and  then  sit  still  and  have  the  courts 
"  construe  "  it  into  an  old  line  or  open  assessment  system,  that 
it  will  be  of  little  value  to  persuade  legislatures  to  enact  such 
laws  as  we  desire,  unless  we  can  go  further  and  persuade  courts 
to  construe  these  laws  as  they  were  intended  by  us  when  enact- 
ed. If  those  having  charge  of  the  legal  work  of  our  societies 
were  organized  through  this  Congress,  I  am  satisfied  means 
could  be  devised  whereby  a  line  of  decisions  could  be  obtained 
which  would  guard  our  system  from  being  legally  merged  into 
foreign  and   antagonistic   systems  of  insurance,  by  precedents 
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originally  incorrect,  but  every  year  assuming  greater  force  with 
age  and  acquiescence. 

CONCLUSION. 

It  is  astounding  to  contemplate  the  giant  system  of  protection 
which  has  grown  up  in  this  country  during  the  last  generation, 
under  the  name  of  fraternal  benefit  societies.  Based  upon  the  two 
invincible  principles  of  brotherly  love  and  financial  co-operation; 
organized  upon  a  plan  which  is  the  essence  of  simplicity,  and 
which  at  the  same  time  has  proven  a  masterpiece  of  eflficiency ; 
managed  by  its  members  through  officials  who  must  be,  in  fact 
as  well  as  in  theory,  the  servants  and  not  the  masters  ;  carrying 
untold  blessings  to  thousands  of  homes  made  desolate  by  death 
and  affliction  each  year ;  it  has  become,  in  this  country,  the  fa- 
vored system  of  organized  philanthropy  of  the  common  people, 
and  it  is  its  crowning  glory  that  it  is,  like  the  government  it  so 
much  resembles — **  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  peo- 
ple," and  while  more  ambitious  financial  institutions  have  tot- 
tered and  fallen,  and  while  other  systems  of  life  protection  have 
earned  the  enmity  of  their  deluded  patrons,  the  progress  in  pop- 
ularity and  power  of  the  system  whose  capstone  is  this  Congress, 
has  been  constant,  steady  and  sure  from  the  day  on  which 
Father  Upchurch  first  launched  his  modest  venture  upon  the 
sea  of  fraternalism,  to  this  day,  when  scores  of  societies,  repre- 
senting millions  of  members,  greet  each  other  through  their  rep- 
resentatives in  this  Congress,  and  proudly  point  to  the  system 
whose  integers  they  are,  as  one  of  the  marvels  of  a  marvelous 
century. 

I  trust  that  the  sessions  of  the  Congress  just  assembled  may  ' 
be  harmonious  and  pleasant ;  that  through  all  interchange  of 
views  there  may  run  the  spirit  of  forbearance,  tolerance  and 
brotherly  love ;  that  members  may  keep  constantly  in  view  the 
general  welfare,  rather  than  advantage  to  some  individual  So- 
ciety ;  that  our  intercourse  with  our  brethren  and  sisters  of  this 
beautiful  city,  whose  guests  we  are,  may  be  so  delightful  that 
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its  pleasant  memories  will  linger  long  after  regretful  goodbyes 
are  said  ;  and  that  we  each  may  carry  home  from  this  session 
renewed  zeal  and  earnestness  in  this  great  work  of  organized 
philanthropy  and  mercy. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  G.  Johnson, 

President, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER. 

Port  Huron,  Mich.,  Oct.  5,  1897. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress : 

Brethren — In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Congress,  I  submit  the  following  report  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  the  term  ending  October  5,  1897. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

Following  the  usual  plan,  circular  letter  was  sent  to  all  of 
the  organizations  connected  with  the  Congress,  requesting 
notification  of  the  number  of  copies  of  proceedings  desired. 
Sufficient  responses  were  received  to  warrant  the  publication  of 
7,000  copies.  This  increased  number  over  previous  issues  was 
caused  by  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  (Canada)  order- 
ing 3,000  copies  for  its  own  use.  With  this  exception,  the 
number  ordered  by  the  other  societies  was  about  the  same  as 
last  year.  The  total  cost  of  proceedings  was  $770.15,  and  the 
receipts  from  this  source,  $651.95. 

STATISTICAL    REPORTS. 

The  usual  annual  reports  for  the  year  189rt  have  been  received 
and  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  Statistics  for  computation. 

Following  the  suggestion  of  the  Congress  last  meeting,  a 
blank  form    of   report   was   prepared,  requesting  the  different 
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societies  to  make  report  of  increase  in  membership ;  amount 
paid  out ;  protection  in  force,  etc.,  from  January  1  to  Septem- 
ber 1,  1897.  This  request  has  not  been  fully  complied  with, 
and  a  number  of  the  societies  have  neglected  and  others  have 
refused  to  make  the  report.  The  objection  is  made  that  the 
books  are  not  closed  for  the  year,  and,  that  it  is  difficult  and 
burdensome  to  make  statements  for  a  portion  of  a  year.  Fur- 
ther objection  is  made  that  a  supplementary  report  is  not  wise, 
as  it  is  more  or  less  incorrect,  and  subserves  no  good  purpose  ; 
the  annual  report  being  more  full,  complete  and  reliable. 
Unless  complete  reports  can  be  had,  it  would  be  better  not  to 
endeavor  to  gather  this  supplemental  report. 

NEW   SOCIETIES   ADMITTED. 

The  committee  on  membership  have  approved  the  following 
applications  for  membership  during  the  year : 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Catholic  Benevolent  Legion,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Supreme  Court  of  Honor,  Springfield,  111. 
National  Aid  Association,  Topeka,  Kan. 
Ladies'  Catholic  Benevolent  Association,  Erie,  Pa. 
Royal  Neighbors  of  America,  Peoria,  111. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  -Rule, 
Cincinnati,  O.,  has  renewed  its  membership. 

A  number  of  other  organizations  have  made  application,  but 
not  coming  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  our  laws,  have  been 
rejected. 

GENERAL   REMARKS. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  calling  for  unusual  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  and  committees  of  the  Congress.  The  large 
number  of  State  legislatures  in  session  required  constant  watch- 
fulness, that  no  adverse  legislation  be  enacted.  In  as  far  as 
possible  the  Uniform  Bill   has  been   introduced  and  urged  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL    FRATERNAL   CONGRESS.  88 

passage.  In  no  case  where  the  efforts  of  the  Congress  have  been 
brought  into  action  has  failure  been  had.  The  details  of  this 
subject  will  be  fully  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the  President  and 
Committee  on  Legislation. 

Each  recurring  year  bears  increasing  evidence  of  the  utility  of 
the  Congress.  No  longer  with  timidity  does  it  approach  State 
legislatures  or  even  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  demand- 
ing recognition  and  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  various 
societies  enrolled  among  its  membership.  What  one  society 
would  be  powerless  to  do,  the  influence  of  the  Congress  can 
readily  obtain. 

This  fact,  now  so  widely  recognized,  brings  with  it  a  danger 
that  cannot  be  too  carefully  guarded.  Numerous  societies  and 
schemes  pf  doubtful  character  are  seeking  admission  to  the 
Congress,  in  order  that  confidence  may  be  generated  in  their 
unsound  undertakings.  With  increased  vigilance-  and  the 
closest  scrutiny  should  we  hold  aloof  from  giving  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  Congress  to  any  organization  that  does  not  come 
within  the  strict  letter  of  our  law. 

*  In  educational  lines  the  influence  of  the  Congress  has  been 
widespread  and  effective.  At  no  time  in  the  history  of  Fraternal 
Protection  has  there  been  such  earnest  search  upon  the  part  of 
all  societies  to  ascertain  their  true  condition,  and  determine  the 
measure  of  their  future  financial  solvency.  The  question  first 
raised  by  the  Congress,  three  years  ago,  has  been  most  fruitful 
in  stimulating  inquiry  in  this  direction.  If  there  had  been  no 
other  ends  to  accomplish,  this  in  itself  is  more  than  a  sufficient 
warrant  for  the  existence  of  the  Congress. 

To  my  mind,  the  work  of  the  Congress  has  but  just  begun. 
The  future  opens  up  a  still  more  prolific  field  of  effort  in  the 
guidance  of  our  various  organizations,  to  the  adoption  of  meth- 
ods that  give  positive  assurance  of  future  security  and  per- 
manence. 
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While  Fraternal  Protection  stands  forth  distinct  from  all 
other  systems  of  life  insurance,  still  there  enter  into  it  problems 
of  like  import,  the  correct  determination  of  which  equally  de- 
mand our  earnest  study  and  solution.  In  this  study  and  solu- 
tion all  societies  in  the  Congress  are  alike  vitally  interested. 

Our  system  to-day  comman^is  the  attention  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  the  general  public.  Our  constant  effort  should  be 
to  retain  this  enviable  position,  and  in  no  way  can  this  be  ac- 
complished except  along  the  lines  that  past  experience  points 
out  as  safe  and  secure. 

This  Congress^  composed  as  it  is  of  those  who  stand  at  the 
head  of  our  societies,  and  in  whose  hands  their  destinies  rest, 
has  within  it  the  intelligence  to  point  out  the  line  of  safety,  and 
I  feel  confident  that  whatever  your  united  wisdom  may  dictate 
as  the  course  to  follow,  will  not  only  receive  the  endorsement  of 
the  membership,  but  also  cement  and  render  enduring  our  hold 
on  the  public  at  large. 

FINANCIAL   STATEMENT. 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  funds  of  the  Congress,  from  its  last  meeting  up  to 
the  present  time : 

RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FROM  NOV.  17,  1896,   TO  OCT.  1,  1897. 
1896.  RKCRIPTS. 

Balance  in  hands  Secretary -Treasurer  Nov.  17,  1896 1  879.78 

Nov.  32,  Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids,  Membership  Fee  1896 30.00 

22,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  Membership  Fee  1896.    . .  80.00 

22,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  Proceedings  Account 10. 00 

22,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Membership  Fee  1896 61 .50 

27,  American  Legion  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee  1896 58.00 

Dec.     2,  Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows,  Proceedings  Account 25.00 

2,  Independent  Order  Foresters  (Canada),  Proceedings  Account  2. 00 

9,  Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard,  Proceedings  Account 1.50 

22,  Fraternal  Legion,  Proceedings  Account 4.00 
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1897. 

Feb.     2,  Fraternal  Union  of  America,  Proceedings  Account $  2.50 

2f  National  Provident  Union,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

4,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star,  Proceedings  Account  2.00 

4,  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  Proceedings  Account  ...  1.00 

4,  National  Union,  Proceedings  Account 10.00 

5,  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

5,  Order  Mutual  Protection,  Proceedings  Account 1.50 

5,  Knighu  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account 2.60 

5,  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  (Canada).  Proceedings  Ac c*t  298.90 

8,  Order  Golden  Chain,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

8,  Knights  of  the  GK>lden  Rule,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

12,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen,  Membership  Fee 150.00 

12,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen,  Proceedings  Account 40.00 

12,  National  Reserve  Association,  Proceedings'  Account 2.50 

12,  Knights  of  rhe  Maccabees  (Sup.  Tent),  Proceedings  Acc't.  80.00 

12,  Order  Select  Friends,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

12,  Empire  Knights  of  Relief,  Proceedings  Account 1.00 

12,  Equitable  Aid  Union,  Proceedings  Account    5.00 

18,  American  Legion  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

15,  Improved  Order  Heptasophs,  Proceedings  Account 10.00 

15,  Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association,  Proceedings  Account  5.00 

15,  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  (Canada),  Proceeding^  Acc't  1 .  50 

19,  Protected  Home  Circle,  Proceedings  Account 10.00 

19,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Proceedings  Account 15.00 

20,  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account 6.00 

20,  United  Order  Pilgrim  Fathers,  Proceedings  Account 40.00 

22,  Shield  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account 7.50 

28,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

24,  Royal  Arcanum,  Proceedings  Account 15.00 

25,  Order  United  Friends,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

25,  Legion  of  the  Red  Cross,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

26,  Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids,  Proceedings  Account 2.00 

28,  Artisans'  Order  Mutual  Protection,  Proceedings  Account..  2.50 

Mch.  8,  New  England  Order  of  Protection,  Proceedings  Account. .  5.00 

11,  Knights  of  Maccabees  (G'd  Tent  Mich.),  Proceedings  Acc*t  10.00 

15,  Home  Circle,  Proceedings  Account 15. 00 

24,  Knights  and  Ladies  Golden  Star,  Membership  Fee 40.00 

81,  Independent  Order  Foresters  (Canada),  Membership  Fee  .  185.00 

81,  Protected  Home  Circle,  Membership  Fee 50.00 

Apr.  12,  National  Union,  Membership  Fee 80.00 

26,  Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows,  Membership  Fee 45.00 
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May  21,  Fraternal  Legion,  Membership  Fee ".  .$  85  00 

27,  United  Order  Golden  Cross,  Proceedings  Account. 10.00 

June  18,  New  England  Order  of  Protection,  Membership  Fee 56.00 

18,  Knights  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account 10.00 

22,  Shield  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee 80.00 

29,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Membership  Fee 150.00 

July  15,  Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs,  Membership  Fee 60.00 

29,  Fraternal  Aid  Association,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

Aug.  19,  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee 40.00 

Sept.  1,  Order  of  the  Golden  Chain,  Membership  Fee 40.00 

7,  Order  of  United  Friends,  Membership  Fee 45.00 

13,  Fraternal  Aid  Association,  Membership  Fee 85.00 

13,  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  Membership  Fee 45.00 

18,  Home  Circle,  Membership  Fee 40.00 

\  18,  Tribe  of  Ben-Hur,  Membership  Fee 40.00 

13,  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle,  Membership  Fee 45.00 

18,  Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard,  Membership  Fee. 85.00 

14,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside,  Membership  Fee 85.00 

14,  Supreme  Lodge  Order  Mutual  Protection,  Membership  Fee  85.00 

15,  Empire  Knights  of  Relief,  Membership  Fee 85.00 

16,  United  Order  Pilgrim  Fathers,  Membership  Fee    ,    .  55.00 

16,  Legion  of  the  Red  Cross,  Membership  Fee 85.00 

16,  Woodmen  of  the  World  (Pacific  Coast),  Additional  Member- 

ship Fee.. 25.00 

17,  Royal  Arcanum,  Membership  Fee 150.00 

20,  Artisans*  Order  Mutual  Protection,  Membership  Fee 85.00 

20,  Woodmen  of  the  World  (Sov.  Camp),  Membership  Fee 58.00 

20,  Fraternal  Union  of  America,  Membership  Fee 85.00 

20,  Knights  of  Maccabees,  Membership  Fee 150.00 

20,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  Proceedings  Account 10.00 

20,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  Membership  Fee 85.00 

25,  National  Reserve  Association,  Membership  Fee 85.00 

25,  National  Aid  Association,  Membership  Fee 85.00 

25,  Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association,  Membership  Fee. ...  40.00 

25,  Knights  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee 120.00 

25,  Supreme  Court  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee 45.00 

25,  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion,  Membership  Fee 80.00 

27,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security  (Addi'nal)  Membership  Fee  15.00 

80,  American  Legion  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee 55.00 

Cash  Sales  of  Proceedings,  Proceedings  Account 8.05 

Total $4,014.23 
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1896.                                                       DISBaRSKMENTS. 

Bills  paid  as  per  audit  of  Finance  Committee,  Session  1896  $    798.00 

Dec.     8,  M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Sundry  Exp.,  Session  1896..  6.60 

8,  M.  W.  Sackett.  Sec'y-Treas.,  Telegraph  bill 1 .21 

8,  Baker,  Jones  &  Co.,  Binding  Proceedings 4.50 

8,  McCoy  &  Calvin,  Official  Circulars 6.50 

8,  Tribune  Publishing  Co.,  Letter  Heads  and  Envelopes 6.75 

8,  Fraternal  Monitor  Co.,  Stenographic  report  of  Proceedings  50.00 

1897. 

Feb.    5,  M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec*y-Treas.,  Salary  for  quarter 125.00 

13,  M.  W.  Sackett.  Sec*y-  Trcas. ,  Posuge,  Exchange  and  Sun- 

dry Expenses 47.69 

18,  E.  A.  Hempstead,  OlTicial  Circulars 20.50 

18,  Baker,  Jones  &  Co.,  on  acc't  printing  Proceedings 500.00 

28,  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  Telegraphing  in  February. .  12.58 
Mch.  8,  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  Telegraphing  in  February..  22.72 

29,  John  Haskell,  Butler,  Telegrams  and  Postage 21 . 50 

April  5,  M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas. ,  Salary  for  quarter 125.00 

5,  J.  G.  Johnson,  Pres.,  Expenses  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  La- 

Crosse,  Wis 67 .  04 

5,  M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Telegraph  and  Postage 5.63 

28,  Joseph  E.  Riggs,  Bill  Expenses,  Kansas  Legislation. . 11.28 

May  14,  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  Telegraphing  for  April. ...  7.95 

Jniie21y  Baker,  Jones  &  Co.,  Balance  bill  for  printing  Proceedings.  270.15 

21,  McCoy  &  Calvin,  Printing  Circulars,  Certificates,  etc 7.75 

21,  M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Postage,  Telegraphing,  etc..  2.66 

21,  Baker,  Jones  &  Co.,  Annual  Feport  Blanks 11 .00 

21,  J.  G.  Johnson,  Pres.,  Expenses  to  Madison,  Wis.,  etc 26.15 

July    6,  Fraternal  Societies,  Co-Operative  Ind.  Union,  Assessment 

on  Bond 2.00 

12,  M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Salary  for  quarter 125.00 

Sept>  2,  E.  A.  Hempstead,  P.  M.,  Postage  Stamps 6.00 

14,  M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Salary  for  quarter 125.00 

17,  Tribune  Publishing  Co.,  500  envelopes 1 . 50 

28,  McCoy  &  Calvin,  'Priming  Reports  and  Circulars 10.25 

28,  M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Postage  Stamps 2.00 

Balance  in  hands  of  Sec'y-Treas.,  Oct.  1,  1897 1.584.32 

Total $  4,014.28 
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SUMMARY. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  hands  Sec  y-Treas.,  Nov.  17,  1896 $    879.78 

Receipts  from  sale  of  Proceedings 651 .95 

Receipts  from  Membership  Fees 2,482.60 

$  4.014.23 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Sundry  Bills  and  Appropriations,  Session  1896 ,. .  .$    798.00 

Printing  Proceedings,  1897,  (7,000  copies) 770.15 

Salary  of  Sec'y-Treas. ,  one  year 500.00 

Sundry  Bills  of  Expenses,  since  last  session . .  .* 861 .  76 

Balance  in  hands  Sec*y-Treas. ,  Oct.  1,  1897 1,584.82 

$  4,014.23 
Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  W.  Sackett, 

Secretary-  Tretisurer, 


REPORT   OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  STATISTICS  AND 
GOOD   OF   THE   ORDERS. 

Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October  5th,  1897. 
To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress :  ^ 

Your  Committee  on  Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders  submit 
the  following  report : 

No  special  work  was  assigned  to  this  committee  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Congress,  We  have  compared  and  tabulated  the 
reports  of  the  orders  represented  here  and  submit  the  same  as 
part  of  this  report.     (Tables  A,  B,  C.) 

In  the  year  1895  there  were  41  orders  represented  in  the  Con- 
gress^  only  one  of  which  made  no  report  to  this  committee. 
This  year  there  are  44  orders  represented,  four  of  which  made 
no  report  to  this  committee,  leaving  40  orders  reporting  for 
1896,  the  same  number  as  reported  for  1896. 
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These  changes  in  the  make  up  of  the  Congress  make  our 
comparisons  of  the  work  of  the  orders  reporting  for  1896,  with 
that  of  the  orders  reporting  for  1895,  instead  of  with  the  work 
of  the  same  orders  for  both  years,  and  while  they  do  not  make 
any  radical  difference  in  the  figures,  it  is  well  to  understand  the 
manner  in  which  the  comparisons  are  made. 


MEMBERSHIP. 

The  40  orders  reporting  to  the  Congress  last  year  had  at  the 
close  of  1896  a  combined  membership  of  1,627,414,  of  which 
1,587,859  were  benefit  members  and  39,555  were  social  members. 
The  net  gain  in  membership  for  1895  havings  been  165,544  and 
the  number  of  benefit  members  admitted  by  them  during  that 
year  was  328,011,  while  the  40  orders  reporting  to  this  Congress 
show  a  total  membership  of  1,780,440  at  the  close  of  1896,  of 
which  1,732,230  were  benefit  members  and  48,210  were  social 
members,  a  net  gain  for  the  year  1896  in  benefit  members  of 
144,371,  and  in  social  members  of  8,665,  or  a  total  net  gain  in 
membership  for  1896  of  153,026.  As  compared  with  the  net 
gain  for  1895  this  shows  a  falling  off  of  12,518,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  there  were  16,665  more  benefit  members  admitted 
in  1896  than  in  1895.  This  loss  is  accounted  for  in  the  greater 
number  of  lapses  in  1896  than  in  1895.  In  1895  the  orders 
reporting  showed  136,606  lapses  among  benefit  members,  while 
for  1896  they  show  176,543,  an  increase  of  38,937. 

PROTECTION. 

The  amount  represented  by  the  certificates  written  in  1896 
was  $567,323,660,  an  increase  of  $460,169  over  the  amount  writ- 
ten in  1895,  and  the  total  amount  of  protection  in  force  at  the 
close  of  1896  was  $3,269,128,950.  The  average  amount  of 
each  certificate  in  force  was  $1,880,  somewhat  less  than  in  1895, 
when  the  amount  was  $1,903.  The  average  amount  of  each  cer- 
tificate terminated  otherwise  than  by  death  was  $1,832. 
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COST   OF   PROTECTION. 

The  amount  distributed  among  the  beneficiaries  of  deceased 
members  during  1896  was  $31,087,297.  The  average  amount 
of  each  certificate  matured  by  death  was  91,967.  The  average 
amount  paid  by  each  member  into  the  benefit  funds  during  the 
year  was  $18,  or  a  little  less  than  $10  for  each  $1,000  of  benefits 
represented.  This  is  about  the  same  as  the  cost  has  been  per 
$1,000  during  the  past  five  years. 

MORTALITY. 

The  orders  that  reported  last  year  had  14,322  deaths  during 
1895  on  an  average  membership  of  $1,501,772,  or  at  the  rate  of 
9.53  per  1,000.  The  reports  for  1896  herewith  .submitted  show 
15,799  deaths  on  an  average  membership  of  $1,662,698,  or  at  the 
rate  of  9.79  per  1,000,  an  increase  of  26  deaths  on  each  100,000 
lives  exposed  over  the  previous  year.  It  will  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  our  condition  in  this  respect  is  first-class,  and  that 
our  mortality  in  1896  was  lower  than  in  any  year  since  1892, 
except  1895.  In  1892  the  mortality  of  the  orders  reporting  to 
the  Congress  was  10.69,  in  1893  it  was  10.42,  in  1894  it  was  9.92. 

LAPSES. 

During  the  year  1896  there  were  175,543  certificates  lapsed, 
representing  protection  to  the  amount  of  $321,608,150.  This 
was  a  loss  of  108  per  1,000  members  on  the  average  member- 
ship for  the  year,  as  compared  with  97  per  1,000  in  1895,  95  per 
1,000  in  1894,  96  per  1,000  in  1893  and  68  per  1,000  in  1892. 

All  experience  shows  that  lapses  occur  more  frequently  in  the 
first  three  years  of  membership  than  later,  and  also  that  in  most 
instances  the  members  who  allow  their  certificates  to  lapse  are 
not  those  whose  "risk"  has  become  impaired.  In  other  words, 
they  are  either  recently  from  the  medical  examiner  or  they  are 
still  in  good  health  and  within  the  age  limit  now  prescribed  by 
the  various  orders.     There  are  some  exceptions  to  this  rule.    In 
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cases  where  the  rate  of  mortality  has  gone  very  high  and  where 
radical  changes  in  the  laws  of  some  of  the  orders  have  been 
made,  a  larger  number  of  lapses  has  resulted,  and  even  in  these 
cases  it  will  be  found  true  that  the  poorer  risks  have  remained. 

We  may  properly  ask,  what  is  the  effect  of  lapses  upon  the 
business  of  the  orders?  Does  it  affect  them  favorably  or 
unfavorably  ?  And  in  our  endeavor  to  answer  these  questions 
we  are  not  favored  with  anything  in  the  way  of  reports  from 
the  orders  to  the  Congress  that  throws  much  light  upon  the 
subject.  We  all  know,  as  a  general  proposition,  it  is  the  "good 
risk  "  that  lapses  and  the  poorer  one  that  remains.  We  know 
that  the  tendency  to  lapse  is  greater  among  the  young  men  than 
among  the  older  ones.  We  know  that  in  such  cases,  unless  the 
order  can  replace  the  lapsed  member  with  one  equally  as  good 
physically,  there  is  a  loss  in  vitality,  and  we  know  also  that  it  is 
expensive  to  recruit  our  membership.  In  every  case,  when  a 
certificate  lapses,  there  may  not  only  be  a  loss  to  the  benefit 
fund,  but  there  is  a  loss  to  the  expense  fund  of  both  the  grand 
or  supreme  body  and  to  the  subordinate  body.  A  loss  here  will 
or  may  have  its  bearing  upon  the  benefit  fund,  since  it  may 
impair  the  power  of  the  body  to  carry  on  its  work  as  effectually 
as  it  otherwise  would  do,  resulting  in  fewer  new  members 
secured  during  a  given  period  of  time.  Whatever  expense  is 
incurred  in  securing  the  new  member  in  such  cases  is  a  loss 
which  would  have  been  saved  but  for  the  lapse  of  that 
certificate.  It  would  be  difficult  to  determine  the  expense 
to  the  orders  made  necessary  on  account  of  lapses,  as  the 
expense  varies  with  the  different  orders.  There  are  a  few 
orders  represented  in  the  Congress  where  there  may  be  some 
gain  in  the  case  of  lapses — those  in  which  the  amount  paid  by 
each  member  to  the  benefit  fund  in  the  early  years  of  his  mem- 
bership is  greater  than  the  current  cost  of  mortality — even  then 
there  can  be  no  gain  except  in  so  far  as  any  "surplus"  con- 
tributed by  the  member  exceeds  the  cost  of  replacing  his  mem- 
bership by  an  equally  good  risk. 
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The  orders  represented  here  should  make  reports  to  the 
Congress  that  would  give  us  data  from  which  we  could 
definitely  ascertain  the  effect  of  lapses  on  the  benefit  funds  and 
the  mortality.  We  all  experience  the  greatest  loss  by  lapses 
during  the  first  three  years  of  membership.  The  average  dura- 
tion of  membership  of  deceased  members  is  greater  than  that 
of  lapsed  members,  and  the  average  amount  of  certificates  ter- 
minated by  death  is  greater  than  in  the  case  of  those  terminated 
by  lapse.  We  also  learn  from  our  reports  that  the  average  cer- 
tificate allowed  to  lapse  is  less  than  the  average  in  force,  all  of 
which  shows  that  lapses  are  against  the  best  interest  of  the 
orders.  Some  strange  conditions  are  observed  in  this  matter  of 
lapses.  The  order  showing  for  1896  the  highest  number  of 
lapses — 460  per  1,000 — had  a  death  rate  of  only  3.69  per  1,000, 
which  was  lower  than  any  other  order,  save  one,  while  the  order 
showing  the  smallest  number  of  lapses — 17  per  1,000 — had  a 
death  rate  of  6.08  per  1,000.  The  order  showing  the  next 
highest  percentage  of  lapses — 468  per  1,000 — had  a  mortality  of 
19.01  per  1,000  (the  highest  mortality  reported  to  the  Congress), 
and  the  order  showing  next  to  the  lowest  percentage — 24  to  the 
1,000 — had  a  mortality  of  9.45  per  1,000,  slightly  below  the 
average  mortality  reported  by  all  the  orders. 

Fifteen  of  the  orders  in  which  the  rate  of  mortality  was 
above  10  to  the  thousand,  and  where  the  average  was  18.78, 
show  an  average  loss  by  lapses  of  147  per  1,000,  while  the  26 
orders  in  which  the  mortality  was  less  than  10  to  the  thousand 
and  where  the  average  was  only  638,  show  the  same  average  loss 
from  lapses  as  the  former  group. 

This  condition  does  not  result  from  lack  of  faith  in  fraternal 
beneficiary  orders,  but,  as  your  committee  believes,  from  other 
causes.  It  is  noticeable  that  orders  operating  largely  or  exclu- 
sively in  the  Eastern  or  New  England  States  show  a  smaller 
ratio, of  lapses  than  those  that  operate  largely  in  the  West. 
The  eastern  people  are  more  conservative,  they  arc  more 
acquainted  with  the  value  of  such  protection  and  they  have 
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fewer  of  the  new  orders  operating  there  than  there  are  in  the 
West.  The  orders  which  are  the  strongest  numerically  in  the 
East  and  which  secure  the  greatest  number  of  new  members^ 
are  all  substantially  on  a  par  as  to  cost  of  protection.  Few  of 
the  new  ones  have  their  headquarters  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  There  is  not  as  much  nor  the  same  kind  of  competi- 
tion in  that  section,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  competition 
is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  lapses. 

Your  committee  being  fully  satisfied  that  so  great  a  number 
of  lapses  is  not  beneficial,  and  that  the  orders  which  show  the 
smallest  ratio  of  lapses,  other  conditions  being  equal,  are  in  the 
best  condition,  desire  to  submit  for  your  consideration  some  of 
the  causes  that  seem  to  have  contributed  to  this  situation.  The 
fact  that  175,543  certificates  lapsed  last  year  does  not  mean  that 
that  number  of  persons  dropped  their  membership  in  fraternal 
beneficiary  orders,  or  that  these  persons  have  lost  confidence  in 
the  system  which  furnishes  protection  at  a  smaller  expense  than 
any  other  in  existence.  It  will  be  observed  that  this  great 
increase  in  lapses  occurred  during  the  years  when  the  business 
and  industrial  interests  of  our  country  were  most  seriously 
embarrassed  and  .depressed,  when  employment  was  less  certain 
for  all  those  from  whom  the  ranks  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary 
orders  are  principally  recruited,  and  it  is  probable  that  thou- 
sands of  certificates  were  allowed  to  lapse  in  1896  from  lack  of 
means  to  keep  them  in  force,  the  **  hard  times  "  being  assigned 
as  the  cause.  Another  prolific  cause  is  found  in  the  ease  with 
which  persons  may  now  become  members  of  a  fraternal  benefi- 
ciary order.  Scores  of  new  ones  have  sprung  into  existence 
during  the  past  three  or  four  years,  of  which  this  Congress  has 
no  official  notice.  They  are  all  anxious  to  secure  business,  are 
usually  under  the  "mortuary  assessment  plan,"  under  which  the 
expense  of  membership  during  the  past  five  years  is  apt  to  be 
only  nominal,  and  by  doing  away  with  or  reducing  to  a  small 
amount  the  cost  of  admission,  have  prevailed  upon  thousands  of 
certificate  holders  in  the  orders  here  represented  to  unite  with 
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them  and  thus  allow  their  former  certificates  to  lapse.  Another 
cause  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that  thousands  who  held  mem- 
bership in  two  or  more  orders  have  been  obliged  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  their  protection.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
many  have  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  in  some  of  the 
orders  of  reducing  the  benefits  carried  where  it  could  be  done. 
In  such  cases  one  or  more  certificates  must  be  numbered  among 
the  lapsed. 

Lapses  of  this  nature  do  not  argue  against  the  system,  but 
rather  call  our  attention  to  the  fact  that  so  long  as  the  orders 
are  managed  on  their  present  basis  and  so  long  as  new  orders 
are  organized  on  similar  plans,  thus  offering  to  the  public  pres- 
ent protection  at  prices  so  varied,  we  may  expect  the  ratio  of 
lapses  to  membership  to  increase,  with  an   increasing  mortality 
in  the  older  orders,  until  it  reaches  that  point  where  reorganiza- 
tion or  death  is  the  only  alternative.     The  conditions  and  causes 
above   mentioned,   under  the  present  system,   cannot  be   done 
away  with,  and  the  only  result  of  such  competition  must  be  the 
"  survival  of  the  fittest,"  or  in  other  words  the  orders  will  rise, 
serve  their  purpose  for  a  time,  and  then  be  succeeded  by  another 
class,  who  in  due  time  will  follow  them.     This  course  will  not 
serve  the  purpose  for  which  the  fraternal  beneficiary  orders  came 
into  existence,  and  does  not  reflect  credit  upon  those  who  make  up 
their  membership  or  manage  their  affairs.     Such  unequal  and  un- 
wise competition  among  these  orders  will  be  as  fatal  as  similar 
competition  among  merchants.  If  one  merchant  was  sellingcotton 
clothfor  three  cents  per  yard,  while  another  was  selling  the  same 
article  for  five  cents  per  yard,  we  would  hardly  expect  the  latter 
to  sell  much  of  that  cloth,  even  though  he  were  only  charging 
the  fair  value  of  the  article.     The  competition  would  be  unfair 
to  the  latter  and  eventually  disastrous  to  the  former,  because 
the  more  cloth  he  sold  the  greater  would  be  his  loss.     This  is 
practically  the  situation  to-day  among  the  orders  here  repre- 
sented as  well  as  among  those  not  represented.     The  amount 
collected  for  protection  in  one  order  being  less  than  $3.50  and  in 
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Others  from  $10  upward  as  high  as  $19.     The  real  cost  of  protection 
is  as  well  known  as  that  of  cotton  cloth.     The  experience  of  the 
orders   represented  here  has  demonstrated   what  it  is   to-day 
among  a  membership  of  nearly  2,000,000,  embracing  every  sec- 
tion of  our  country  and  every  class  of  our  people,  not  for  a  sin- 
gle year,  but  for  a  series  of  years.     This  experience  is  corrobo- 
rated   by   that  of    all    Insurance    Companies   as    well    as  by 
the  mortality  tables.     And  yet  it  was  possible  in  1896  for  one 
order   here   represented   to   provide   protection   for   $8.46    per 
$1,000,  while  the  average  cost  to  all  the  orders  was  $9.79  per 
♦1,000.     We  all  know  that  every  Order  that  is  to-day  providing 
protection  for  an  average  price  of  less  than  $10  per  $1,000  where 
its  average  age  is  ev^n  under  forty  years,  is  doing  so  at  the  ex- 
pense of  its  future  membership.     That  in  so  doing  it  is  assum- 
ing obligations  which  can  only  be  redeemed  by  an  increase  in 
the  annual  cost  of  protection,  which  Will  be  practically  a  prohi- 
bition to  new  members,  and  result  in  the  suspension  of  all  those 
who  are  able  to  get  protection  elsewhere.     That  such  a  system 
takes  no  account  of  the  ever  increasing  burden  resulting  from 
the  increasing  age  of  members,  nor  of  the  fact  that  as  the  aver- 
age age  increases  under  such  a  system,  resulting  in  an  increased 
mortality  and  correspondingly  increased  cost  per  year  for  pro- 
tection,  that  growth  will  cease  and  decay  must  result.     It  may 
not  be  news  to  many  of    us,  but  it  is  no  less  true,  that  every 
order  represented  in  this  Congress  that  shows  a  death  rate  for 
1896  of  11  and  upwards  to  each  1,000  lives  exposed  shows  also  a 
net  loss  in  membership.     There  are  eleven  orders  of  this  class. 
They  have  been  doing  business  an  average  of  17  years.     The 
percentage  of  new  members  admitted  last  year  was  7}.     The 
number  of  lapses  175  per  1,000,  and  the  total  net  loss  in  mem- 
bership was  32,679,  on  an  average  membership  of  285,093.     The 
average  length  of  time  all  the  orders  in  the  Congress  have  been 
doing  business  is  13  years.     The  average  mortality  of  the  eleven 
orders  above  referred  to  when  they  had  been  doing  business  an 
average  of  18  years  was  11.74,  while  for  1896,  or  when  they  had 
been  doing  business  an  average  of  17  years,  it  had  risen  to  16.4. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  Congress,  as  a  whole,  shows  abetter 
condition  than  the  eleven  orders  referred  to  did  at  the  same  aver- 
age age,  in  matter  of  mortality — 9.79,  as  compared  with  11.74,  yet 
it  is  true  of  every  order  that  when  the  death  rate  has  reached  a 
point  above  the  average  now  and  for  several  years  prevailing  in  the 
Congress,  growth  stops,  new  members  cannot  easily  be  secured 
and  old  ones  lapse.  What  the  remedy  for  these  conditions  is 
your  committee  does  not  suggest,  but  either  through  this  Con- 
gress or  the  individual  orders,  the  necessary  remedy  must  be 
applied.  The  trust  committed  to  their  care  is  too  great  and  sa- 
cred to  be  hazarded  by  such  conditions,  when  it  is  possible  to 
better  them.  The  competition  of  the  past  five  years  is  insignifi- 
cant in  comparison  with  what  may  reasonably  be  expected  the 
next  five  years.  The  life  insurance  companies,  both  old  line  and 
mutuals,  in  their  respective  classes,  charge  substantially  the 
same  price  for  protectiort,  and  the  fact  that  they  charge  too 
much,  and  in  the  case  of  the  former,  about  twice  its  value  and 
its  actual  cost — does  not  alter  the  other  fact  that  each  system 
could  furnish  protection  at  about  what  it  costs  on  an  average 
among  the  orders  here  represented.  They  could ^  but  they  do  not, 
and  it  is  this  fact,  to-day  so  generally  known,  that  not  only  gave 
rise  to  our  system,  but  that  has  recommended  it  during  all  the 
years  since  1867  down  to  the  present,  and  that  will  ever  be  one 
of  its  chief  recommendations.  Some  years  ago  these  compa- 
nies very  generally  indulged  in  a  practice  which  was  known  as 
^^  rebating,'*  until  i:t  became  necessary  for  the  legislatures  to  in- 
terfere and  impose  heavy  penalties  therefor.  If  there  was  rea- 
son for  such  interference  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  policy 
holders  in  these  companies,  and  prevent  scandal  and  loss,  is 
there  not  much  more  reason  why  the  interests  of  our  members 
should  be  protected  against  a  system  that  holds  out  inducements 
to  those  who  are  young  in  years  and  blessed  with  good  health 
to  remain  in  the  orders  only  so  long  as  protection  can  be  afford- 
ed them  at  less  than  its  average  cost  ? 

We  append  to  this  report  as  "  Table  D  "  the  schedule  of  m in- 
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imum  rates  which  will  be  required  after  June,  1898,  to  be  col- 
lected by  every  new  organization  admitted  to  do  business  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario.  This  table  was  prepared  by  the  Honor- 
able J.  Howard  Hunter,  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  for 
Ontario,  and  from  all  the  experience  of  the  past  the  rates  would 
seem  to  be  sufficiently  high.  Mr.  Hunter  is  a  close  student  of 
all  insurance  questions,  and  has  with  great  care,  and  after  thor- 
ough investigation,  prepared  this  table  from  data  which  he  be- 
lieves justifies  the  rates  fixed.  They  are  much  higher  than  the 
experience  of  Fraternal  Orders  thus  far  requires,  but  whether 
they  are  too  high  or  too  low  is  not  so  serious  or  important  a 
matter  as  that  all  orders  must  have  practically  the  same  rates. 
If  they  prove  too  low  the  legislature  can  raise  them,  while  if  too 
high  the  same  power  can  reduce  them.  These  rates  do  not  in- 
clude any  allowance  for  expenses.  In  the  matter  of  collections  for 
the  benefit  fund  there 'is  no  fair  field  for  competition^  but  in  the  matter 
of  expense  of  management  and  general  conduct  of  the  business  there  is 
a  legitimate  opportunity  for  competition^  and  to  this  department  of  our 
work  should  it^  in  the  main' be  confined. 

From  all  that  has  been  said  on  this  subject  and  from  all  we 
can  learn  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  lapses  as  they  generally 
occur  are  harmful,  and  that  as  much  effort  should  be  put  forth 
to  prevent  them  as  to  secure  new  members. 

BENEFIT    FUND    AND    BALANCES. 

The  orders  reporting  show  an  increase  in  the  balance  on  hand 
in  the  benefit  fund  of  $831,08(5  at  the  close  of  1896  over  1896. 
Twelve  of  the  orders  reporting  have  a  reserve  or  emergency 
fund,  while  two  of  them  have  a  surplus  fund  in  the  nature  of  an 
emergency  fund.  The  total  balance  in  the  benefit  funds,  includ- 
ing reserve  and  emergency  funds,  at  the  close  of  1896,  was 
$3,886,371,  and  the  total  of  benefits  paid  by  the  orders  included 
in  this  report  from  their  organization  to  the  close  of  1896  is 
$260,923,950. 
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EXPENSE   OF   MANAGEMENT. 

The  volume  of  business  done  in  1896  as  compared  with  1895 
was  much  greater  in  every  department,  and  yet  the  expenses, 
comparatively,  were  considerably  less.  In  1896  the  average  ex- 
pense per  capita  was  $1.46,  while  in  1896  it  was  only  $1.35  not- 
withstanding that  in  the  latter  year  the  benefit  members  secured 
were  15^665  more  than  in  1895.  Measuring  our  expenses  by  the 
amount  of  benefits  paid  and  we  find  that  it  only  cost  1j4  cents  to 
handle  each  dollar  of  the  money  distributed  to  the  beneficiaries 
of  deceased  members  as  compared  with  S}(  cents  in  1896.  And 
measure  by  the  volume  of  business  on  the  books,  the  amount  of 
protection  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  expense  of  taking 
care  of  it  in  1896  was  only  12  cents  per  $1,000  as  compared 
with  $1.10  in  1895. 

Table  "C  "  of  this  report  embraces  the  reports  from  31  orders 
represented  in  the  Congress,  showing  their  progress  for  the  first 
eight  months  of  this  year,  1897. 

We  regret  that  we  were  unable  to  secure  reports  from  all  the 
orders  represented.  All  were  asked,  but  some  were  unable  to 
comply. 

Those  that  did  comply  show  a  marked  improvement  over 
1896,  the  net  increase  being  27  per  cent,  greater,  and  only  three 
of  them  fail  to  show  substantial  gains. 

We  also  append  a  table  showing  the  membership,  number  of 
deaths  and  death  rate  of  the  twenty-seven  oldest  orders  here 
represented  for  the  years  1887  to  and  including  1896,  being  a 
continuation  of  the  table  presented  by  this  committee  at  the 
session  of  the  Congress  held  at  Toronto,  in  1895,  as  prepared 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  J.  E.  Shepard.  This  table 
presents  much  of  interest  to  all  the  orders  and  will  well  repay 
a  careful  perusal. 

The  work  of  this  Congress  has  been  of  great  help  to  all  the 
orders,  and  may  be  of  much  more,  but  whether  so  or  not  will 
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depend  upon  how  much  use  they  make  of  its  suggestions.  Mis- 
takes have  been  made  in  the  past,  when  we  were  without  light 
except  as  it  came  from  the  life  insurance  companies.  Our  or- 
ders having  been  organized  as  a  protest  against  the  system  and 
charges  of  life  insurance  companies,  it  was  quite  natural  that 
we  should  have  kept  quite  apart  from  anything  that  smacked  of 
insurance  ideas.  In  our  gropings  ip  the  dark  we  have  many 
times  stumbled  and  fallen,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we  may 
not  now  or  later  be  able  to  walk.  We  need  only  to  profit  by 
the  combined  experience  of  the  past  and  walk  in  its  light  to 
carry  to  perfection  this  great  movement  "  of  the  people,  by  the 
people  and  for  the  people."  There  are  still  elements  of  weak- 
ness in  the  system  that  can  be  and  should  be  eliminated,  and  the 
fear  oj  each  other  is  to-day  the  greatest  obstacle  to  such  action.  The 
National  Fraternal  Congress  was  organized  to  help  all  those 
who  were  members  of  it.  The  welfare  of  all  is  of  more  impor- 
tance than  that  of  any  one.  The  perpetuity  of  the  system  is 
paramount  to  the  continued  existence  of  any  one  order,  and  we 
should  all  be  anxious  to  know  the  truth  even  if  it  be  something 
that  reflects  upon  our  own  institution,  because  only  in  this  way 
can  be  brought  about  such  changes  as  time  and  experience 
make  necessary.  There  is  to-day  no  occasion  for  alarm.  On 
the  other  hand  we  have  great  and  abundant  reason  for  congrat- 
ulations, but  we  have  passed  the  day,  your  committee  hopes, 
when  we  will  let  our  zeal  and  enthusiasm  over  the  great  work 
being  done  blind  our  eyes  to  the  needs  of  the  future  as  well  as 
those  of  the  present. 

D.  P.  MarKey, 

D.  E.  Stevens, 
H.  A.  Warner, 

E.  R.  HUTCHINS, 

B.  F.  Nelson, 

W.  O.  ROBSON, 

F.  L.  Brown, 

Committee, 
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TABLE  D. 


Agb  at 

Nbt  Lbvbl  Premium  for  All-Lifb  Insurance  op  $1,000. 

Entry. 

Yearly, 
in  Advance. 

Half-Yearly, 
in  Advance. 

Quarterly, 
in  Advance. 

Monthly, 
in  Advance. 

18 

$  9.86' 
10.20 
10.55 
10.91 
11.28 
11.66 
12.03 
12.42 
12.76 
18.12 
18  49 
13.87 
14.31 
14.76 
15.22 
15.73 
16.25 
16.82 
17.48 
18.05 
18.71 
19.42 
20.18 
20.97 
21.81 
22.70 
28.65 
24.66 
25.72 
27.31 
28.10 
29.86 
30.72 
32.17 
83.71 
35.34 
87.07 
88.94 

$5.00 

5.18 

5.36 

5.58 

5.71 

5.89 

6.07 

6  25 

6.48 

6.60 

6.78 

7.02 

7.20 

7.44 

7.68 

7.91 

8.21 

8.51 

8.81 

9.10 

9.46 

9.82 
10.17 
10.59 
11.01 
11. 48 
11.96 
12.44 
12.97   ' 
13.80 
14.16 
14.82 
15.58 
16.24 
17.02 
17.85 
18.74 
19.64 

$  2.51 
2.60 

2.69 
2.78 
2.87 
2.96 
8.05 
3.14 
3.23 
8.82 
8.41 
3.58 
8  62 
8.74 
8.86 
3.98 
4.13 
4.28 
4.48 
4.57 
4.75 
4.93 
5.11 
5.32 
5.53 
5.77 
6.01 
6.25 
6  52 
6  94 
7.12 
7.45 
7.80 
8.16 
8.55 
8.97 
9.42 
9.87 

$     .84 

19 

.87 

20 

21 

.90 
.98 

22 

23  

.96 
.99 

24     .               

1.02 

25 

1.05 

26 

27 

1.08 
1.11 

28 

1.14 

29 

1.18 

30 

1.21 

31 

1.25 

32 

33 

1.29      . 
1.38 

34 

1.88 

»6 

1.48 

86 

87 

1.48 
1.58 

38 

1.59 

39 

40 

1.65 
1.71 

41 

42 

1.78 
1.85 

43 

1.98 

44 

2.01 

45 

46 

2.09 
2.18 

47 

2.32 

48 

2.38 

49 

2.49 

50 

61         

2,61 
2.73 

52 

2.86 

53 

3.00 

54 

8.15 

55                  

8.30 
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MEDICAL  SECTION. 


Proceedings  of  the  Meeting   of   the   Medical   Examiners- 

in-Chief,  Held  at  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October 

6th  and  7th,  1897. 


MORNING   SESSION. 

Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October  6,  1897. 

The  Medical  ^ection  of  the  Congress  was  called  to  order  at 
9.30  a.  m.,  Dr.  C.  A.  McCollum,  Chairman  of  the  Section,  in  the 
Chair,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Millman,  Secretary. 

The  following  Medical  Examiners-in-Chief  were  reported 
enrolled  as  members  of  the  Section  : 

C.  A.  McCollum,  M.  D.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. .  .Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D.,  Hannibal,  Mo Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Henry  Jamison,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind  Chosen  Friends. 

Philip  A.  McCrae,  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y Empire  Knights  of  Relief. 

S.  J.  Anderson,  M.  D.,  Lawrence,  Kan Fraternal  Aid  Association. 

J.  W.  P.  Bates,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md Fraternal  Legion. 

F.  S.  Wagenhals,  M.  D.,  Columbus,  Ohio Fraternal  Mystic  Circle. 

Thomas  Opie,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md Golden  Chain. 

J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md Improved  Order  Heptasophs. 

Thomas  Millman,  M.  D.,  Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada.  .Independent  Order  Foresters. 

H.  A.  Warner,  M.  D.,  Topeka'  Kan Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security. 

R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D.,  Port  Huron,  Mich Knights  of  Maccabees 

Orson  Millard,  M.  D.,  Flint,  Mich Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard. 

W.  K.  Harrison,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111 Order  of  Mutual  Protection. 

J.  T   Craig,  M.  D.,  Kansas  City,  Mo National  Reserve  Association. 
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M.  R.  Brown,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  III. National  Union. 

S    Heilman,  M.  D.,  Sharon,  Pa Protecied  Home  Circle. 

W.  G.  Weaver,  M.  D.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa *  .   Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows. 

J.  W.  Grosvenor.  M.  D.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y Royal  Templars  of  Temperance. 

J.  F.  Davidson,  M.  D.,  Crawfordsville.  Ind Tribe  of  Ben  Hur. 

J.  D.  Young,  M.  D.,  Winthrop,  Mass United  Order  Golden  Cross. 

W.  O.  Rodgers,  M.  D.,  Omaha,  Neb Woodmen  of  the  World. 

C.  S.  Chase.  M.  D.,  Waterloo,  Iowa Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 

C.  S.  McClintock,  M.  D„  Topeka,  Kan Ancient  Order  of  Pyramids. 

Van  R.  Tindal,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa  . .   Artisans*  Order  Mutual  Protection. 

Geo.  R.  Kuhn,  M.  D.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y Catholic  Benevolent  Legion. 

S.  J.  Anderson,  M.  D.,  Lawrence,  Kan Fraternal  Aid  Association. 

Thomas  Wateman,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass . .  .Home  Circle. 

C.  C.  Higgins,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  111 Knights  of  Golden  Rule. 

H.  S.  Dalton,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo Knights  of  Honor. 

F.  W.  Dunker,  M.  D.,  28  Fair  St.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  Knights  and  Ladies  Golden  Sur. 

C.  E.  Clark,  M.  D.,  Kansas  City,  Mo Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside. 

H   Patterson,  M.  D.,  Wilmington,  Del Legion  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Herbert  A.  Chase,  M.  D  ,  Boston,  Mass. . .  .New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

Herbert  C.  Jones,  M.  D..  Utica,  N.  Y Order  United  Friends. 

M.  Ware,  M.  D.,  Topeka,  Kan Natioi^  Aid  Association. 

Sanford  Hanscom,  M.  D.,  East  Somerville,  Mass Royal  Arcanum. 

A.  R.  Finck.  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Pa     Shield  of  Honor. 

W.  L.  Atthon,  M.  D. ,  Lincoln,  111 Supreme  Court  of  Honor. 

Emory  L.  White,  M.  D.,  Somerville,  Mass United  Order  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

S.  T.  McDermeth,  M.  D.,  Denver,  Col ;Fratemal  Union  of  America. 

Theo.  F.  Morris,  M.  D.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association. 

C.  A.  Van  Velzer,  M.  D.,  Ft.  Scott,  Kan %...  Select  Friends. 

J.  Foster  Bush,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass American  Legion  of  Honor. 

(1)  Dr.  Susan  McG.  Snyder,  Council  Bluffs,  la.   )  p^„.,  \j^i„uu^^y.t  a»«^*^. 

(2)  Dr.  E.  Franc  Morrill,  Rock  Falls,  la  .......  f  ^^^^^  Neighbor!  of  Amenca. 

Dr.  McCollum,  Chairman,  on  taking  the  chair,  said  : 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress  : — We  have  been  in  the  habit,  here- 
tofore, in  the  Medical  Section,  of  listening  to  addresses  and  pa- 
pers. It  was  deemed  best,  at  this  time,, in  view  of  the  fact  that 
all  the  members  of  the  Congress  were  expected  to  attend  our 
session,  to  have  a  programme  in  which  all  the  members  will  feel  • 
interested  and  to  which  they  can  reply.  The  following  is  the 
programme  as  arranged  : 
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PROGRAMME  MEDICAL  SECTION. 

(1.)  Applicant,  From  Solicitors*  and  Medical  Examiners'  point  of  view,  and 
also  as  seen  by  the  Medical  Directors.  Dr.  E.  R.  Hutchins,  Iowa  Legion  of 
Honor. 

(2.)    Applications,     {a)  Should  any  more  questions  be  added  to  the  same  ? 

Is  it  possible  to  use  a  uniform  blank  ? 

Should  the  application  be  in  two  forms,  one  for  the  applicant  and  one  for  the 
examiner,  and  how  should  the  same  be  disposed  of?  Dr.  H.  A.  Warner, 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security. 

(8.)  Moral  Hazard,  {a)  How  much  importance  shall  be  placed  upon  state- 
ments by  applicants  in  affirmative  answer  to  sundry  symptoms  of  disease  ? 

{IS)  How  can  it  best  be  determined,  and  what  particular  factors  should  be 
disclosed  ?    Dr.  W.  O.  Rogers,  Woodmen  of  the  World. 

{c)  How  much  importance  shall  be  placed  upon  that  history  of  previous  dis- 
ease, and  what  shall  be  the  rule  requiring  period  of  probation,  so  to  speak, 
before  danger  of  sequel  will  pass  ?  Dr.  O.  Millard,  Knights  of  the  Loyal 
Guard. 

(4.)  Personal  Hazard,  (a)  Have  we  any  positive  fact  to  base  conclusions 
upon  the  elimination  of  tuberculosis  by  contagion,  in  other  words  to  defeat 
this  predisposition  ?    Dr.  C.  A.  McCollum,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

(^)  To  what  extent  shall  cancer  in  the  family  history  be  cause  of  rejection  ? 
Dr.  R.  E.  Moss,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

(r)  Should  the  particulars  of  the  family  history  be  written  up  by  the  exam- 
iner or  solicitor  ?  How  should  a  question  be  framed  to  insure  the  examiner  has 
reviewed  and  fully  comprehends  the  importi^oce  of  the  answers  as  given  to  the 
particular  of  the  personal  and  family  history,  Dr.  A.  H.  Christian,  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs. 

\d)  Are  the  questions  now  in  use  in  the  examiner's  part  explicit  enough  to 
disclose  any  hidden  degeneration  ?    Dr.  M.  M.  Danforth. 

(5.)  Examiner.  Should  he  be  elected  by  the  local  organization  or  appointed 
by  the  grand  body,  and  under  what  restriction,  and  what  should  be  his  compen- 
sation, and  how  should  he  be  paid  ?  Dr.  J.  D.  Young,  United  Order  of  the 
Golden  Cross. 

The  Chairman  announced  :  '^  The  first  question  upon  the  pro- 
gramme is   '  The  Applicant,     From  the  solicitors'  and  medical 
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examiners'  point  of  view,  and  also  as  seen  by  the  medical  di- 
rectors.'    The  discussion  will  be  opened  by  Dr.  Hutchins." 

Dr.  Hutchins.  Mr,  Chairman :  I  have  no  speech  to  make.  I 
have  the  most  profound  respect  for  the  chairman  of  this  section, 
and  I  will  tell  you  the  truth.  I  was  asked  by  the  Doctor  if  I  would 
read  a  paper  or  open  the  discussion  of  this  matter.  I  fully  and  abso- 
lutely wrote  him  that  I  could  not  do  it ;  that  I  would  take  part 
in  the  discussion  of  any  topic  that  particularly  interested  me, 
but  I  would  not  open  the  discussion  under  any  circumstances. 
I  had  occasion,  night  before  last,  to  suggest  that  the  Doctor 
was  something  of  a  prevaricator,  and  now  I  am  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  my  position.  He  has  been  kind  enough,  in  getting  up 
the  programme,  to  name  another  Dr.  Hutchins.  I  do  not  wish  to 
take  the  glory  from  him,  and  I  am  truthful  in  saying  I  have  no 
paper  and  am  not  prepared  to  discuss  the  matter. 

Being  on  my  feet  I  want  to  say  that  the  whole  stability, 
progress  and  growth  of  your  order  and  my  order  hinges  upon 
this  very  question  of  the  applicant  and  the  medical  examiner. 

I  was  riding  in  the  cars  recently  in  my  own  State  and  met  a 
gentleman,  and  I  will  say  here  as  a  preliminary  to  this  discus- 
sion, that  he  was  the  president  of  a  mutual  assessment  company. 
His  agent  in  Chicago  insured  a  man  for  $5,000,  and  in  nine 
weeks  the  man  died  of  consumption.  He  sent  the  agent  there 
to  investigate  the  reason  he  died  of  consumption,  or  the  reason 
why  the  doctor  took  the  applicant.  His  first  thought  was  the 
doctor  was  in  collusion  with  the  applicant  and  it  was  a  put  up 
job.  The  agent  he  sent  investigated  the  matter  and  found  this 
state  of  facts.  He  went  to  the  doctor,  who  was  a  German,  a 
good,  honest  German  and  a  good  physician,  and  told  him  about 
it.  The  physician  seemed  exceedingly  surprised  and  dreadfully 
disappointed,  and  pledged  him  on  his  honor  that  he  would  take 
hold  of  the  matter  with  him  and  help  find  out  all  about  the  case. 
It  turned  out,  to.be  brief,  that  the  agent  got  a  man  who  was  a 
good  risk,  and  the  man  said,  "I  can't  go  with  you  now  to  the 
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doctor  to  be  examined,  but  I  will  go  some  time  to-morrow.** 
The  agent  said,  *'  You  take  this  application  and  go  to  such  and 
such  a  doctor  and  I  will  stop  in  his  office  and  tell  him  you  will 
come  and  he  will  examine  you."  That  was  satisfactory  to  both 
parties,  especially  the  applicant.  The  applicant  had  a  brother 
who  had  consumption,  and  he  went  to  that  brother  and  said,  "I 
will  go  and  be  examined  and  I  will  give  your  name,*'  and  the 
man  went  and  gave  the  same  family  history  the  other  fellow 
would.  He  was  insured  in  his  brother's  name,  and  in  nine  weeks 
the  other  fellow  died.  That  was  the  result,  not  of  the  doctor's 
mistake,  because,  with  the  exception  of  those  who  come  here, 
they  are  rarely  mistaken,  but  it  was  the  result  of  scoundrelism 
on  the  part  of  the  applicant. 

I  am  not  sure  but  just  such  cases  occur  in  life  insurance  right 
along.  I  am  a  believer  in  life  insurance,  that  is  why  lam  here 
in  these  orders,  and  I  give  out  as  a  suggestion  for  the  theme  to 
be  discussed,  that  the  cleaner  and  better  physicians  you  can  get 
in  your  order,  from  the  chief  examiner  to  the  subordinate 
examiner,  so  much  the  better  for  the  members  who  pay  the 
losses.  You  cannot  get  too  good  a  physician  ;  you  cannot  get 
too  conscientious  a  physician.  The  applicant  seeks  insurance 
for  the  protection  of  his  family.  The  protection  of  the  members 
who  are  to  pay  the  insurance  when  he  dies  must  be  founded 
upon  the  best  talent  in  the  way  of  an  examiner  that  you  can 
get,  from  the  subordinate  examiner  who  gives  the  case  into  the 
hands  of  the  chief  examiner  to  the  latter.  I  would  say  I  regard 
the  highest  type,  not  only  of  medical  and  professional  ability, 
but  honesty  and  character,  as  one  of  the  greatest  safeguards ; 
a  man  who  is  clean,  honest,  fearless  and  conscientious  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty. 

Dr.  Grosvenor  :  I  did  not  expect  to  speak  on  this  topic 
and  I  will  confine  my  remarks  to  the  latter  part  of  the  subject, 
as  seen  by  the  medical  examiner.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  medical 
director  looks  only  upon  the  applicant  through  what  is  written 
upon  the  application  itself,  and  the  record  of  the  applicant,  if 
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it  is  a  true  one,  is,  as  it  were,  a  photograph  of  the  mental  and 
physical  and  not  of  the  moral  condition  of  the  applicant,  and 
the  only  way  in  which  a  medical  director  has  an  opportunity  to 
judge  of  the  qualities  of  the  applicant  is  through  the  record  as 
shown  in  his  application.  If  that  record  be  false  it  is  fair  to  as- 
sume that  very  likely  the  judgment  of  the  medical  director  will 
not  be  correct. 

To  a  certain  extent,  you  will  observe,  the  medical  director  is 
at  the  mercy  of  the  applicant  and  also  the  local  medical  exam- 
iner. If  there  were  any  possible  way  to  make  the  applicant  tell 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  the 
application  contains  questions  which  are  quite  complete,  the 
medical  director  will  have  a  fair  basis  from  which  to  determine 
what  decision  to  make  ;  whether  he  shall  approve  of  the  appli- 
cation or  whether  he  shall  reject  it.  I  say  it  is  very  important 
to  consider  some  plan  whereby  we  can  make  the  applicant  tell 
the  truth.  I  do  not  know  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  revolution- 
ize man  to  make  an  applicant  tell  the  truth  under  all  circum- 
stances. Are  there  any  laymen — I  mean  outside  of  the  medical 
department — if  there  are  any  laymen  here  who  can  construct  or 
suggest  a  plan  to  bring  this  matter  about  and  make  an  applicant 
tell  just  what  his  family  history  is,  what  his  condition  has  been 
in  the  past,  we  would  gladly  adopt  it  as  a  plan  for  all  applicants 
in  all  the  different  orders.  I  think,  brothers  and  sisters,  this  is 
a  very  important  matter.  We,  as  medical  directors,  are  often- 
times criticised  ior  our  determination  when  we  ought  not  to  be. 

Dr.  Hanscom  :  I  have  a  word  to  say  at  this  time,  in  relation 
to  the  case  cited  by  Dr.  Hutc;hins.  I  do  not  know  whether  that 
case  occurred  in  an  old  line  life  insurance  company  or  in  a  fra- 
ternal assessment  order,  but  I  can  readily  see  how  it  could  occur 
through  the  agent  of  an  old  line  life  company  or  a  pure  assess- 
ment company.  I  have  had  some  experience  in  them.  I  was  once 
a  director  of  one,  and  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  overcome 
that  element  of  "gain  *'  which  there  is  in  an  agent.  But  in  a 
case  like  that,  if  the  investigating  committee  does  its  duty  it 
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would  not  be  likely  to  occur  in  one  of  our  orders.     The  great 
trouble  is  that  a  majority  of  the  committees  do  not  do  their 
duty.    They  can  be  a  valuable  assistance  to  the  medical  director 
and  lodges  if  they  do  their  duty.     I  know  they  look  upon  that 
duty  as  a  perfunctory  affair  ;  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  sign  their 
names,  if  they  are  told  the  applicant  is  all  right,  and  it  goes.     I 
think  many  of  the  organizations  have  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  lodge.     He  generally  appoints  some 
brothers  who  are  present — that  is  the  proper  thing.     They  will 
come  up  and  ask  who  knows  anything  about  this  man,  or  the 
paper  will  be  passed  to  them  and  they  will  be  told  **sign  this, 
this  man  is  all  right,"  and   they  immediately  put  their  names 
down  and  that  is  all  there  is  to  it.     I  believe  all  reports  of  such 
committees  should  have  something  besides  the  mere  statement 
of  the  man  applying  for  the  insurance.     The  blank  we  have 
adopted  goes  into  the  matter  of  family  history  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent.    The  investigating  committee  is  supposed  to  ask  the  ques- 
tions, and  if  the  applicant's  family  history  is  such  that  he  is  not 
desirable,  that  is  as  far  as  it  goes  and  he  saves  his  $2.50,  and 
that  is  all  there  is  of  it.     He  is  questioned  in  regard  to  his  use 
of  stimulants  and  a  few  other  questions.  That  statement  should 
be  compared  and  enclosed  with  the  application  and  statement 
made  the  medical  examiner.     The  age  and  date  of  birth  is  also 
in  it.     I  find  a  comparison  of  these  statements  often  shows  a 
discrepancy,  generally  in  the  age.     A  man  may  make  a  mistake 
in  regard  to  his  age.  I  often  find  the  statements  made  to  the  in- 
vestigating committee  do  not  agree  with  the  medical  examiners, 
which  shows,  perhaps,  that  the  examiner  has  learned  something 
which  was  not  learned  by  the  investigating  committee.    I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  examining  committee  to  not  only  see  the  ap- 
plicant, but  to  make  inquiries  of  some  one  who  knows  him  and 
is  interested  in  the  order  and  who  will  not  want  to  present  his 
name  if  not  desirable.     If  this  case  referred  to  had  been  prop- 
erly investigated  they  would  have  found  out  the  deception.   My 
only  object  in  making  these  few  remarks  is  to  urge  upon  coun- 
cils and  lodges  the  importance  of  the  duty  of  the  investigating 
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committee  and  the  importance  of  their  performing  that  duty 
carefully  in  every  way  possible.  If  the  committees  will  do  that 
it  will  be  one  of  the  greatest  helps  to  the  medical  examiner  in 
guarding  against  bad  risks. 

The  Chairman  :  I  have  had  a  trifle  of  experience  in  this 
line  and  I  am  a  bit  peculiar  in  my  notions,  but  it  seems  to  me 
the  remedy  rests,  first,  in  the  manner  in  which  we  allow  our 
•investigation  committees  to  investigate  the  candidate.  What  is 
the  business  of  everybody  is  usually  the  business  of  nobody. 
The  applicant  is  referred  to  the  committee  and  perhaps  balloted 
for  within  twenty  minutes  in  open  lodge.  When  the  committee 
meets  in  lodges,  usually  the  fraternal  element  prevails.  The 
applicant  is  a  good  fellow  and  the  members  upon  the  committee 
do  not  wish  to  antagonize  his  friendship.  A  secret  investigating 
committee,  which  would  report  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
rest  of  the  committee,  would  secure  a  purity  of  the  ballot  box 
in  the  local  lodge.  I  think  in  our  executive  session  this  after- 
noon the  medical  section  will  have  this  matter  under  considera- 
tion. 

We  will  now  take  up  the  application  itself,  as  given  in  the  pro- 
gramme— **  Applications.  Should  more  questions  be  added  to 
the  same  ?  Is  it  possible  to  use  a  uniform  blank  ?  Should  the 
application  be  in  two  forms,  one  for  the  applicant  and  one  for 
the  examiner,  and  how  should  the  same  be  disposed  of  ? "  The 
discussion  will  be  opened  by  Dr.  Warner, 

Dr.  Warner  :  Almost  the  first  thing  you  do  when  you  get 
your  paper  or  notice  of  assessment  is  to  run  down  the  list  and 
see  how  many  have  died  and  what  they  died  of,  and  how  long 
they  have  been  members  of  the  society,  and,  if  in  that  list, 
whether  it  be  for  a  greater  length  of  time  or  a  very  short  period, 
you  find  some  one  who  has  but  recently  joined  the  order ;  that 
individual  becomes  the  center  of  thought  in  that  death  list 
which  is  published,  and  you  immediately  raise  the  question  in 
your  mind  as   to  why   this   should   have   occurred.     In   some 
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instances  you  take  your  pen  and  write  the  medical  director  and 
ask  why  this  is  thus.  Sometimes  you  send  a  letter  to  the  paper, 
asking  that  it  be  published,  criticising  the  early  death  and  also 
the  cause  of  it.  We  all  become  interested  then.  Usually  the 
only  thing  to  do  is  for  the  finance  committee  to  approve  the 
claim  and  direct  that  a  warrant  be  drawn  upon  the  treasurer. 

Your  interest  should  begin  further  back  in  this  matter;  it 
should  begin  in  the  mind  of  the  member  before  he  goes  out  to 
solicit  a  new  member,  and  should  be  in  his  mind  all  the  time. 
And  after  the  new  member  has  been  recommended,  the  second 
point  of  interest  should  be  in  the  investigating  committee,  and 
this  committee  should  be  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer  and 
it  should  be  unknown  to  the  members  of  the  lodge.  After  the 
application  has  been  read  in  the  council,  it  should  be  handed  to 
the  president,  and  by  him  to  the  investigating  committee  and 
carefully  investigated.  Such  a  course  would  do  away  with  the 
indiscriminate  band  of  Jones,  Smith  and  Mrs.  Brown,  and 
everybody  else,  going  out  and  telling  that  such  an  one  is 
appointed.  Even  the  person  who  brought  in  the  applicant  says 
to  him,  "You  are  all  right,  Mrs.  Brown,  Bro.  Jonel  and  Smith 
are  the  committee  and  you  will  get  through  all  right."  Then 
they  follow  up  the  committee  and  see  that  he  does  go  through. 

Then  we  come  to  the  medical  examiner's  blank.  The  first 
proposition  is,  should  more  questions  be  asked  ;  should  the 
number  be  increased  ?  We  may  differ  about  that,  but  there  is 
one  thing  certain — that  there  must  be  enough  questions  asked  ; 
there  must  be  a  sufficient  number  of  questions  upon  the  blank 
to  bring  out  every  conceivable  idea  entertained  by  the  medical 
examiner. 

A  deputy  goes  to  a  town  or  village  or  hamlet ;  a  large  portion 
of  the  business  is  done  in  country  places,  and  in  many  places 
there  is  but  one  physician  at  that  point,  and  you  have  to  take 
him  or  none.  If  there  are  two  physicians,  one  has  superior 
ability  and,   in  most  cases,  he  has  accumulated  enough  so  he 
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does  not  care  for  the  work,  and  you  have  to  go  to  the  other  man. 
He  may  be  incompetent  or  dishonest.  If  incompetent  and 
incompletely  posted,  then  you  want  to  have  a  sufficient  number 
of  questions  to  bring  out  every  idea,  and  you  must  do  the  sug- 
gesting because  this  is,  perhaps,  the  first  time  he  has  been  called 
upon  to  make  an  examination,  and  his  mind  does  not  cover 
all  the  ground  as  a  man  with  an  intimate  familiarity  with  the 
work  would  cover  it ;  therefore  the  questions  should  bring  out 
every  idea  relating  to  the  applicant.  I  believe  a  person  engaged- 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  will  bear  comparison  with  the  per- 
sons of  any  community  in  regard  to  intelligence,  yet  a  lack  of 
experience  often  causes  them  to  make  peculiar  answers  to  the 
qnestions.  I  know  of  two  or  three.  Our  society  admits  ladies 
as  well  as  men,  and  an  examiner  where  the  question  is  asked, 
**Is  the  applicant  first-class,  good,  fair  or  indifferent,  or  doubt- 
ful?" said  **fair,"  and  gave  as  the  reason  for  his  conclusion, 
"  because  a  woman."  A  medical  examiner  who  makes  such  an 
answer  is  not  familiar  with  this  line  of  work  or  he  would  know 

better  than  that. 

• 

Another  examiner  objected  to  a  risk  because  red-headed, 
and  red-headed  people  are  subject  to  constitutional  diseases 
— that  was  not  a  woman  who  was  being  examined.  I  do  not 
think  the  medical  examiners  intended  to  be  dishonest,  but  they 
were  not  posted.  I  do  think  a  society  ought  to  procure  a  list 
of  books  in  this  line  and  encourage  the  medical  examiners  in 
buying  them  in  order  that  they  may  be  informed  upon  the 
subject. 

The  medical  examiner  of  an  old  line  company  in  our  State 
said  to  me  not  long  ago,  *^  I  ought  to  have  my  salary  increased, 
I  have  done  my  company  lots  of  good  lately.  A  gentleman  died 
a  short  time  ago,  carrying  a  million  of  life  insurance ;  $500,000 
of  which  he  had  procured  within  eighteen  months.  To  some 
companies  he  had  gone  for  $100,000,  and  they  had  farmed  it  out 
in  $10,000  lots,  and  one  of  the  lots  came  to  this  examiner.  He 
examined  it,  it  was  not  a  very  bad  risk,  but,  for  some  reason,  he 
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declined  it.  He  was^  the  next  day,  called  into  the  president's 
office  and  there  found  all  the  officers.  They  said,  '  let  us  reason 
with  you  ;  here  is  an  applicant  that  everybody  has.  Here  is 
$10,000  coming  to  us.  This  man  will  pay  promptly,  let  us  have 
it.'  The  five  sat  down  and  the  doctor  persuaded  the  other  four 
that  he  was  right.  This  man  died  within  sixty  days,  and  they 
were  ready  to  dance  with  gladness  that  they  did  not  have  to  pay 
a  $10,000  loss  on  a  half  quarter  payment.  I  said,  are  the  ques- 
tions sufficient ;  do  they  bring  the  result  we  desire  ?  He  said 
*  No,  they  do  not.'  After  eighteen  years*  experience  in  this 
work  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  medical  examiners*  blanks  fur- 
nished by  these  companies,  and  even  by  my  own  company." 
The  time  has  come  when  something  should  be  done  in  this  line 
and  we  should  get  at  some  other  means  of  measuring  the 
tenacity  of  life  than  what  we  now  have,  so  that  we  may  escape 
these  frequent  deaths  so  soon  after  the  application.. 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  some  things  which  may  be 
brought  out  in  the  examination  which  would  help  us  to  a  more 
correct  conclusion  as  to  whether  the  individual  will  live  long  or 
die  soon. 

Is  it  possible  to  use  a  uniform  blank  ?  I  belong  to  a  society 
connected  with  this  Congress,  and  I  believe  every  member  of 
the  Congress  should  use  a  uniform  blank.  The  variation  is  not 
very  ^great.  The  medical  examiners  have  admitted  to  me,  if 
they  had  a  printed  blank  they  would  take  and  change  it,  but  it 
would  be  practically  uniform.  We  have  sought  to  have  the 
Congress  prepare  a  uniform  blank  so  far  as  the  questions  are 
concerned,  to  the  applicant  himself  and  the  questions  the  medi- 
cal examiner  is  required  to  answer. 

The  closing  part  of  the  blank  is  the  important  part ;  that  is 
the  part  which  the  applicant  signs — the  contract.  I  believe  if 
you  all  had  had  the  experience  that  your  presidents  have  had, 
with  bad  claims,  dishonest  claims  and  contested  claims,  you 
would  say  it  should  be  written  differently  from  what  it  is  and  it 
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should  be  exactly  alike,  so  if  a  man  dies  in  half  a  dozen  soci- 
eties and  we  believe  the  claim  to  be  fraudulent,  let  the  ques- 
tions be  the  same  in  every  case. 

The  President  will  tell  you  that  there  are  some  contracts 
where,  if  we  went  into  court,  we  could  not  defend  upon  the 
contract  made.  Now  some  of  the  large  societies  have  copied 
this  contract.  It  was.  the  individual  idea  of  some  man,  who 
was  not  a  lawyer.  He  had  never  defended  a  case,  and  when 
some  one  started  a  new  society  they  copied  that  bl^nk  and  used 
it.  I  believe  the  Committee  on  Law  ought  to  prepare  a  form 
of  contract,  to  be  signed  by  the  applicant,  and  it  should  be  pro- 
mulgated through  this  Fraternal  Congress  and  be  used  by  every 
order  connected  with  the  Congress. 

The  next  suggestion  is,  *'  Should  the  blanks  be  in  two  forms  ?" 
It  should  not  be  on  two  separate  sheets  of  paper  ;  it  should  be 
on  one,  and  the  medical  examiner  should  do  the  whole  work. 
The  first  page  might  be  written  by  some  one  else,  but  if  you 
permit  that,  he  might  not  read  it,  and  you  cannot  reach  a  proper 
conclusion  unless  you  have  gone  over  the  family  history  in  the 
first  part  of  the  examination.  The  deputy  writes  up  the  first 
part  and  brings  it  to  you,  and  you  do  not  have  time  to  look  at 
it ;  there  are  ten  people  to  examine,  and  you  examine  them  and 
do  not  read  it.  If  you  write  it  out  it  is  different.  If,  while 
reading  the  first  part  over  to  the  applicant,  you  think  of  some- 
thing, you  ask  another  question  and  write  down  the  answer,  and 
you  thing  again  and  again,  and  you  will  get  a  better  idea  of  the 
applicant,  and  when  you  come  to  the  second  part  you  will  be 
the  better  prepared  to  give  an  answer  as  to  the  probability  of 
his  being  a  good  or  bad  risk. 

I  believe  we  should  place  a  great  deal  of  stress  upon  the 
family  history.  We  place  a  great  deal  of  stress  upon  the  lon- 
gevity of  the  parents,  but  on  the  other  side  you  find  a  place 
where  it  goes  into  the  history  of  the  brothers  and  sisters,  and  we 
find  they  have  lived  long.     In  some  cases  we  find  they  are  very 
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subject  to  accidents,  and,  in  many  cases,  accidents  should  count 
against  the  risk.  1  saw  a  statement  recently  that  in  the  city  of 
Chicagfo,  after  three  o'clock,  there  had  occurred  a  great  number 
of  accidents  among  the  workingmen,  especially  among  the 
children  who  were  employed  ;  that  the  fatigue  brought  on  by 
the  day's  work  left  the  muscles  in  such  a  condition  that  a  person 
was  not  as  active  as  in  the  forepart  of  the  day  ;  they  wdre  more 
liable  to  get  a  hand  caught  or  fall  into  the  machinery  than  they 
were  in  the  morning.  Now,  where  you  find  repeated  accidents 
in  the  family  history,  you  will  find  these  people  lack  tenacity  in 
their  muscles  or  there  would  not  have  been  an  accident. 

I  had  an  application  sent  me  yesterday  in  which  were  nine 
sisters  and  five  brothers  and  this  applicant,  making  fifteen.  He 
was  the  youngest  in  the  family  and  was  forty-four  years  of  age. 
The  sisters  ranged  from  forty-eight  to  seventy-seven,  and  the 
entire  fifteen  were  living.  The  mother  had  died  at  98,  one 
grandmother  at  99  and  another*  at  102.  You  could  almost 
accept  that  application  without  looking  at  it  further.  If  that 
applicant  is  of  the  standard  of  the  others,  you  have  got  pretty 
nearly  a  first-class  risk. 

Again,  I  believe  they  should  be  in  one  form,  because  after  the 
applicant  is  introduced  to  the  examiner  they  should  be  left 
alone  and  the  medical  examiner  should  be  allowed  to  give  his 
candid  judgment ;  and  then  it  should  go  direct  to  the  chief 
medical  director.  You  cannot  expect  a  medical  examiner  to  put 
down  his  honest  convictions  if  he  knows  a  brother  or  a  sister  is 
going  to  take  it  and  look  it  over.  If  the  medical  examiner 
should  suggest  that  it  is  not  a  good  risk,  he  is  informed  that 
when  there  is  sickness  in  the  family  they  will  go  to  another 
physician,  and  therefore  the  medical  examiner  cannot  afford  to 
be  honest  and  unjust  to  himself. 

Mr.  Powers  :  I  am  not  a  physician  and  am  not  in  a  position 
to  say  what  class  of  questions  should  be  incorporated  in  the 
blanks,  but  with  about  twenty  years'  experience,  I  think  I  might 
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ofifer  a  suggestion  which  may  be  valuable.  I  find  that  there  is 
an  opportunity,  through  the  blank,  to  give  the  applicant  and  the 
public  too  much  information.  1  also  find  a  disposition  to  cir- 
culate the  blank  too  indiscriminately.  My  attention  was  called 
to  this  thing  some  years  ago.  I  found  that  three  societies 
of  which  I  was  a  member  used  about  the  same  blank.  On  one 
page  was  the  application.  It  was  in  the  council,  in  the  ante- 
room, the  members  carried  them  in  their  pockets,  and  when  it 
was  signed  it  was  sent  to  the  medical  examiner  by  the  secretary, 
and  the  applicant  went^to  the  examiner  and  the  questions  were 
answered,  and  then  it  was  sent  to  the  supreme  examiner,  and 
if  rejected,  the  applicant  made  application  to  another  order,  and 
having  had  the  advantage  of  the  examination,  he  could  so  shape 
his  answers  as  to  evade  them.  It  would  then  come  back  that 
the  first  medical  examiner  did  not  know  his  business  or  was  too 
critical,  because  the  party  had  been  accepted  in  two  other 
equally  good  orders.  We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  all  the 
council  had  to  do  was  to  receive  the  application,  so  a  simple 
card  was  gotten  up  whereby  a  member  bound  himself  and 
agreed  to  all  the  rules  of  the  order  then  in  force  or  which  might 
be  enacted. 

The  medical  examiner-in-chief  and  the  supreme  scribe  furnish 
the  examiner's  blank  to  be  made  out.  That  was  signed  and  for- 
warded directly  to  the  medical  examiner-in-chief,  and  thereby 
prevented  its  examination  by  any  member  of  the  order  or  by 
the  public  ;  so  that  what  was  said  by  the  applicant  and  carefully 
stated  by  the  doctor  was  the  property  of  the  medical  examiner- 
in-chief. 

We  found  also  that  the  plan  of  reports  by  an  investigating 
committee,  if  allowed  to  become  public  property,  was  worse 
than  anything  else,  because  if  a  man  reported  he  believed 
an  applicant  was  morally  or  physically  incompetent  to  be 
received  into  membership,  it  became  public  property,  notwith- 
standing the  obligation  the  member  had  taken  not  to  divulge 
anything. 
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Wc  therefore  approved  a  plan  whereby  the  presiding  officer 
named  two  members  who  would  be  likely  to  know  the  applicant, 
and  there  was  sent  to  them,  under  seal,  invariably  this  ques- 
tion— whether  the  applicant  was  a  man  of  good  habits  and 
whether  any  of  his  family  had  died  of  consumptive  disease. 
Then  that  went  to  the  medical  examiner,  and  it  is  strange  how 
the  reports  of  these  two  laymen  would  conflict  with  the  state- 
ments of  the  applicant  made  to  the  ryedical  examiner  as  to  his 
habits  and  family.  The  applicant  would  state  that  he  was  not 
intemperate  or  insane,  while  the  report  of  the  committee  would 
show  that  within  six  months  before  he  had  taken  the  cure  or 
been  confined  in  an  insane  asylum. 

The  doctors  do  not — it  is  not  their  business  to — give  informa- 
tion as  to  a  man's  weight  as  compared  with  his  height,  or  what- 
ever may  be  tha  element  which  will  be  considered  in  passing 
upon  an  applicant.  It  is  their  business,  however,  to  get  all  the 
information  possible  and  send  it  to  the  supreme  medical  exam- 
iner. He  should  not  communicate  to  the  subordinate  the  rules 
from  which  he  reaches  a  conclusion  or  determination  ;  he  should 
only  pass  upon  the  information  when  it  is  before  him.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  any  safe  blank  by  which  information  can  be 
obtained  by  a  subordinate  officer,  unless  the  subordinate  exam- 
iner shall  feel  that  he  is  absolutely  free  from  anything  to  influ- 
ence him  in  the  lodge  and  only  holds  himself  responsible  to  the 
supreme  examiner. 

Chairman McCollutn :     We  will  now  take  up  "Moral  Hazard." 

Dr,  Rogers :  I  am,  in  some  respects,  like  the  speaker  who  said 
he  had  no  speech  to  make.  In  that  way  I  am  like  him,  but  he 
made  a  speech,  while  I  do  not.  My  attention  was  never  called  to 
this  matter  until  this  morning,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  I  have 
some  interest  in  it.  I  believe  that  not  less  than  five  per  cent,  of 
our  members,  in  all  our  organizations,  are  morally  hazardous 
risks. 

About  two  months  ago  I  received  two  applications  from  a 
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point  distant  from  where  I  live,  but  I  had  read  in  the  paper  of 
two  parties  of  the  same  name  who  had  been  bound  over  to  the 
court  and  brought  before  the  district  court  for  murder.  I  simply 
pigeonholed  the  application  until  I  had  time  to  investigate  the 
matter.  1  found  that  two  leading  men  had  signed  the  applica- 
tion as  an  investigating  committee,  that  these  two  men  were 
men  of  good  moral  habits  and  fit  subjects  to  join  the  organiza- 
tion. After  I  had  found  gut  to  my  own  satisfaction  that  I  had 
the  right  parties  I  simply  rejected  them  and  laid  them  away  in 
my  department,  without  reporting  on  them.  In  a  few  days  I 
received  a  communication  asking  about  them.  I  then  referred 
them  to  our  President,  with  the  communication  stating  the 
facts.  I  do  not  know  what  he  did  with  the  lodge,  the  committee 
or  the  applications.  I  have  never  heard.  That  is  one  of  the  con- 
ditions that  we  may  meet. 

There  is  one  question  that  is  quite  a  puzzler  to  me.  That  is 
the  question  of  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  We  have  had  a 
number  of  applications  where  the  applicant  stated  he  drank 
moderately.  We  now  ask  "  how  much  liquor  and  what  kind  do 
you  drink?"  The  question  that  has  puzzled  me  is  where  to 
draw  the  line.  If  a  man  says  "  I  drink  one  glass  of  beer  every 
day  or  five  glasses  or  six  or  seven,"  where  is  the  line  to  be 
drawn  ?  I  have  formed  a  little  rule  of  my  own.  I  have  never 
put  it  in  print  or  spoken  about  it,  but  where  a  person  says  he 
drinks  three  beers  a  day,  or  three  whiskies,.  I  assume  that,  in 
most  cases,  he  drinks  double  that  amount  and  I  reject  him.  I 
may  be  doing  the  man  an  injury  but  I  am,  I  believe,  giving  the 
order  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  in  doing  so. 

The  moral  hazard  is  whether  the  answers  in  regard  to  the 
family  history  are  given  correctly  and  in  regard  to  the  personal 
habits  of  the  applicant.  Now  we  should  be  very  careful  in  re- 
gard to  the  other  habits  of  the  applicant  than  the  drinking 
habit.  I  place  the  matter  more  at  home  with  myself.  I  will  say 
I  do  not  think  a  man  who  smokes  ten  cigars  a  day,  as  I  do,  is  a 
perfect  risk  ;  I  do  not  believe  a  person  who  smokes  five  or  six 
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boxes  of  cigarettes  a  day  is  a  perfect  risk  and  I  reject  such  ap- 
plicants, but  we  have  records  of  persons  who  drink  whiskey  and 
smoke  all  their  lives  who  are  alive  and  eighty  years  old. 

It  is  a  hard  matter  to  get  at,  and  the  remedy  is  not  plain  to  us 
yet.  Some  years  ago  I  formulated  some  questions,  and  when  I 
received  a  bunch  of  applications  I  would  go  to  a  gazetteer  I 
had  bought,  of  the  clergy,  lawyers  and  doctors  in  the  State,  and 
I  would  ask  them  to  answer  the  questions  and  get  at  the  moral 
habits  of  the  applicant.  It  wasn't  practical.  Lawyers  are  not 
practical  people,  and  often  they  would  write  for  me  to  send 
them  five  dollars  and  they  would  send  the  information,  so  I 
didn't  get  it.  But  I  had  enough  experience  to  show  me  that 
five  per  cent,  of  the  persons  applying  were  not  the  persons  that 
they  represented  themselves  to  be. 

Another  question.  You  cannot  always  rely  upon  the  word  of 
the  doctor.  I  have  sometimes  prevaricated  myself.  We  had 
quite  a  number  of  death  losses  in  Missouri  ai^d  I  set  out  to  find 
the  cause.  I  found  our  examiner  out  there  was  a  pretty  good 
fellow,  liked  by  all,  and  whenever  anybody  came  he  would  say, 
"John,  want  some  life  insurance  ?  Yes.  Very  well,  I  will  sign 
this  and  you  will  be  all  right."  So  I  put  up  a  job  on  him.  I 
ji|;ot  another  doctor  to  go  and  examine  the  applicants  and  he  re- 
jected two.  This  doctor  wrote  me  a  very  sarcastic  letter  and 
said  he  didn't  want  to  do  any  more  business  with  me. 

As  I  say,  we  have  in  the  selection  of  our  risks,  first  the  state- 
ment of  the  applicant,  who  generally  desires  to  get  a  little  in- 
surance and  become  a  member  of  our  order,  who  will  not  reveal 
those  little  facts  that  he  should.  Then  we  have  the  very  anxious 
desire  of  the  deputy  who  reaches  a  town  and  wants  a  little 
money  to  send  to  his  sweetheart  or  somebody's  else  sweetheart, 
and  he  asks  the  question  of  the  applicant,  "  What  did  your 
mother  die  of  ? "  '*  Consumption."  **  Well,  we  will  put  it  down 
as  acute  bronchitis." 

In  a  little  town  where  they  have  but  one  doctor  he  is  the  fam- 
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ily  physician  of  everybody,  and  he  is  not  going  to  give  away 
family  secrets.  "That  physician  way  out  there  doesn't  know 
anything  about  it,  and  we  will  take  him  in,  and  if  he  dies  and 
gets  his  insurance  the  widow  will  pay  my  back  bill." 

Now,  the  remedy.  The  only  remedy  I  think  of  is,  I  think  we 
should  have  a  person  in  every  town  who  will  make  a  brief  re- 
port without  anybody  knowing  of  it,  or  have  some  one  to  go 
around  to  the  different  towns. 

0 

Chairman  McCollum :  The  medical  section  will  now  take  re- 
cess until  2.30  p.  M.,  in  special  session. 


AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  Medical  Section  was  called  to  order  at  2.30  p.  m.,  Dr. 
McCollum  presiding  : 

The  chair  announced  the  topic  assigned  for  discussion  to  Dr. 
Millard  to  be,  "  How  much  importance  shall  be  placed  upon  the 
history  of  previous  disease,  and  what  shall  be  the  rule  requiring 
a  period  of  probation,  so  to  speak,  before  danger  of  sequelae  will 
pass." 

Dr.  Millard  :  Mr,  Chairman^  while  this  is  a  very  important 
question,  it  is  also  a  very  broad  one,  and  we,  of  course,  can  only 
touch  upon  some  of  the  material  points  connected  with  this 
matter,  and  in  asking  ourselves  how  much  importance  shall  be 
placed  upon  the  history  of  previous  disease  and  what  shall  be 
the  rule  requiring  a  period  of  probation,  I  would  say  that  so  far 
as  any  definite  rule  is  concerned,  I  am  unable  at  this  time  to 
formulate  any  rule  that  will  apply  to  a  particular  case,  because 
each  case  has  a  law  of  itself.  But  the  matter  of  personal 
history,  or  the  history  of  previous  disease,  is  one  that  deserves 
a  good  deal  of  consideration.  We  are  aware  that  there  is 
sequelae  following  certain  diseases,  for  instance,  scarlet  fever, 
typhoid  fever,  diphtheria  and  other  traumatic  troubles,  but  we 
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find  that  no  rule  can  be  applied  ;  each  one  is  peculiar  to  itself. 
I  have  myself  had  considerable  experience  with  children,  and 
find  a  sequelae  in  children  subjected  to  cerebral  spinal  meningitis, 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  etc.  I  was  for  several  years  physician 
in  a  school  for  deaf  children,  and  found  that  most  of  these 
children  had  sometime  during  their  life  suffered  from  one  of 
those  diseases,  and  their  trouble  did  not  result  from  some  con- 
genital defect,  but  was  the  result  of  disease. 

Now,  we  take  for  instance  the  tubercle  in  a  family  history. 
I  am  a  firm  believer  that  tubercle  is  a  germ  disease,  and  tubercle 
per-se  is  not  hereditary.  It  is  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  indi- 
vidual that  is  hereditary,  and  there  are  certain  persons  the  for- 
mation of  whose  lungs  is  such  that  they  readily  receive  the 
poison.  Tubercle  is  one  of  the  questions  we  have  in  our  blanks. 
The  question  is  asked,  **Has  any  one  in  the  family  suffered  from 
tubercle  or  consumption  during  the  past  year  ? "  And  then  we 
find  out  whether  the  applicant  has  been  constantly  subjected  to 
an  atmosphere  or  influence  or  has  had  a  chance  to  contract  that 
poison,  and  I  am  also  inclined  to  believe  that  cancer  comes 
under  the  same  head  ;  that  cancer  is  a  germ  disease  also.  While 
perhaps  it  has  not  been  proven  that  in  cancer  the  germs  actually 
exist,  we  are  led  to  believe,  from  inference  at  least,  that  it  is  a 
disease  of  that  class,  and  as  for  the  danger  of  sequelae,  each 
disease  has  a  history  for  itself  and  the  after  results  that  follow 
it,  and  no  one  case  or  no  two  cases  will  perhaps  follow  the  same 
course. 

I  do  not  know  about  the  matter  of  probation.  In  many 
instances  it  is  necessary  to  put  an  applicant  upon  what  might  be 
called  probation ;  they  occur  occasionally,  that  is  the  pulse  rate, 
temperature  or  something  of  that  kind  which  perhaps  might 
pass  away.  I  do  not  know  that  there  would  be  any  particular 
object  in  putting  a  patient  upon  probation  other  than  tempo- 
rarily reject  them  and  allow  them  to  apply  again  after  a  time. 
We  in  our  organization  make  it  a  rule  when  an  applicant  has 
been  out  ninety   days,   if  he  fails  to  pay  his  assessments  he 
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becomes  suspended »  so  far  as  the  medical  examination  is  con- 
cerned. We  do  not  have  any  certificate  of  good  health  ;  we 
simply  make  him  come  in  as  a  new  member,  the  same  as  he 
would  have  to  do  had  he  never  applied  to  the  order.  I  think  it  is 
an  injustice  to  the  physician  to  ask  him  to  make  out  a  certificate  of 
good  health  without  the  same  compensation  that  he  would  get 
in  an  original  application^  if  he  goes  to  the  trouble  and  expense 
necessary  to  make  out  a  certificate  of  good  health.  I  believe  it 
is  more  satisfactory  to  the  local  examiner,  the  supreme  medical 
examiner  and  the  society  to  have  a  new  examination,  but  just 
when  the  danger  point  will  have  passed  is  one  of  the  equations ; 
as  it  has  sq  many  unknown  quantities  it  is  difficult  to  determine, 
and  I  am  not  able  to  formulate  any  distinct  rule  or  give  any 
advice  any  further  than  to  take  the  individual  cases  as  they 
come  up. 

Dr.  Christian  :  I  think  a  man  who  has  inflammatory  rheu- 
matism is  more  liable  to  have  it  again  than  one  who  has  passed 
through  the  middle  age  and  never  had  it.  A  case  of  recent 
rheumatism,  say  three  years,  should  be  looked  upon  with  suspi- 
cion ;  those  who  have  had  two  or  three  attacks  within  ten  years 
I  would  not  think  of  accepting.  I  believe  that  rheunfiatism  is  a 
disease  of  all  others  we  should  most  dread,  and  the  question  of 
whether  a  man  has  ever  had  rheumatism  is  of  great  importance. 
Where  the  father  has  had  rheumatism  and  the  applicant  resem- 
bles the  father,  and  the  candidate  has  also  had  it,  I  would  not 
accept  of  him  under  any  circumstances.  We  all  know  in  our 
practice  we  have  patients  where  there  has  never  been  any  rheu- 
matism in  the  family,  and  again  we  find  men  exposed  to  swampy 
places,  marshes,  cold  and  heat,  and  yet  never  have  rheumatism, 
I  mean  inflammatory,  but  it  is  a  disease  for  us  to  look  very 
carefully  into  and  not  take  any  applicants  who  seem  in  any  way 
predisposed  to  it.  Not  long  ago  I  was  called  to  see  a  young 
man  with  rheumatism.  He  had  it  in  one  leg ;  and  after  having 
it  a  day  or  two  it  disappeared  in  the  left  leg  and  went  over  to 
the  right ;  the  next  morning  he  seemed  free  from  pain,  and  the 
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very  next  day  died  from  rheumatism  of  the  heart ;  but  I  found 
out  after  he  was  dead  there  was  a  history  of  rheumatism  when 
he  was  a  child.  In  regard  to  previous  diseases  rheumatism 
should  be  looked  into  very  carefully. 

Dr.  Moss  :  Under  this  head  I  desire  to  state  there  are  very 
few  diseases  in  which  there  should  be  a  probation.  I  am  one  of 
those  believers  in  outright  rejections.  An  occasional  case  we 
can  put  on  probation  with  good  results.  I  believe  that  nearly 
every  case,  with  the  exception  of  some  few,  depends  entirely 
upon  the  individual  case,  and  that  no  set  rule  can  be  followed 
with  reference  to  them.  I  believe  this  is  especially  true  with 
rheumatism.  Now,  with  reference  to  a  high  pulse  or  an  irregu- 
lar pulse.  Is  it  possible  for  us  to  determine  that  there  is  no 
heart  disease  when  we  have  a  high  pulse  ?  I  think  all  of  us  who 
fiave  examined  cases  for  life  benefits  or  individual  cases  in  our 
practice,  realize  that  it  is  almost  an  utter  impossibility  to  say 
positively  that  there  is  no  heart  disease  when  we  have  a  high 
pulse  or  an  irregular  pulse,  and,  to  my  mind,  it  leads  one  to  be- 
lieve there  is  something  in  the  physical  makeup  of  the  appli- 
cant, of  the  blood  supply,  or  the  nervous  system  that  causes 
this  condition  ;  and,  if  there  is  this  condition  in  the  nervous 
system,  blood  supply  or  any  of  those  organs,  I  should  not  accept 
him,  but  put  him  on  probation,  so  to  speak,  until  such  a  time  as 
this  condition  does  not  exist. 

With  reference  to  appendicitis,  I  believe  that  the  safer  method 
to  proceed  would  be  to  reject  all  applicants  who  have  had  ap- 
pendicitis, where  recovery  is  said  to  have  taken  place  without  an 
operation,  until  five  years  have  elapsed  ;  that  is,  if  there  has 
been  any  manifestation  whatever  of  this  disease  during  the  five 
previous  years,  and  if  there  has  been  more  than  one  attack,  to 
reject  them  for  all  time.  Where  we  have  had  an  operation  for 
appendicitis,  I  think  that  statistics  prove  that  after  one  year  only 
about  four  to  five  per  cent,  relapses.  I  base  my  opinion  from 
statistics  that  have  been  gathered  along  that  line,  and  I  think 
only  about  four  or  five  per  cent,  relapses,  and  in  cases  without 
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an  operation  they  are  liable  to  occur  at  any  time  prior  to  five 
years. 

Dr.  McCollum^  Chairman  :  The  next  topic  for  discussion  is 
'*  Have  we  any  positive  fact  to  base  conclusions  upon  for  the 
elimination  of  tuberculosis  by  contagion  ;  in  other  words,  de- 
feat this  predisposition?" 

This  topic  seems  to  me  to  be  of  so  much  importance  that  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  prepare  a  paper  and  will  read  a  few 
thoughts  upon  the  subject : 

The  question  of  means,  to  the  end  of  defeating  a  predisposition,  towards  a 
susceptibility  to  contract  contagion  of  tuberculosis  is  all  important.  The  accept- 
ance of  the  **  Germ  Theory  "  and  isolation  of  the  Bacillia  Tuberculosis  has  de- 
termined this  as  a  cause  of  the  '*  White  Pestilence,*'  which  is  productive  of  more 
deaths,  in  people  of  all  ages,  than  any  other  or,  in  fact,  any  two  other  diseases, 
and  has  overthrown  theories  relative  to  heredity  and  emphasized  the  fact  of  the 
predisposition,  or  culture  ground,  which  is  inherited  or  acquired,  thus  rendtring 
the  individual  susceptible  to  its  contagion,  his  acquired  condition  being  as  often 
as  those  showing  hereditary  history. 

Theoretical  tuberculosis  is  one  of  the  most  preventable  of  diseases.  But  sta- 
tistics show  it  the  most  important  cause  of  mortality.  While  this  may  be 
lessened  by  public  sanitation,  there  are  certain  factors  which  we  must  acquire 
and  of  which  we  are  now  in  the  dark.  From  our  point  of  view,  it  is  a  vital 
question,  as  the  medical  insurance  selection  is  an  every  day  proposition  which 
demands  an  immediate  and  proper  solution.  We  have  been  taught,  for  many 
years,  to  depend  entirely  upon  heredity,  and  have  accepted  and  believed  that 
old  saying,  "like  father,  like  son,"  was  the  only  rule  we  had  by  us.  But  cer- 
tain facts,  could  we  have  known  them,  would  have  opened  our  eyes.  We  now 
see  the  condition,  but  the  facts  still  escape  us  and  the  proposition  remains, 
"  How  can  we  forecast  a  case  as  one  which  has  a  predisposition  to  acquire 
tuberculosis  ?  "  Every  day  work  shows  us  terminated  risks  which  disclose  no 
history  of  tuberculosis  except  the  death  certificate  of  the  attending  physician. 
These  cases  have  entered  with  a  clean  bill  of  health.  Now,  is  there  not  some- 
thing, in  the  personal  history  and  personal  makeup,  which  would  point  the  way  ? 
Have  we  not  data  enough  in  our  different  associations  to  draw  upon  ?  From 
these  cases  which  might  be  ubulated  so  the  combined  experience  of  this  Con- 
gress, along  this  line,  would  determine,  somewhat,  this  question.  It  is  a  work 
that  can  be  done  at  not  much  expense  to  each  association.  Certain  facts  can  be 
compiled  by  clerks  and  these  submitted  to  a  committee,  who  could  then  tabulate 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL    FRATERNAL   CONGRESS.  123 

their  conclusion.  When  we  consider  the  vast  proportion  of  people  exposed  to 
this  contagion,  we  can  only  dedupe  the  fact  that  a  certain  class  are  immuned 
and  a  certain  class  susceptible.  When  you  see  a  case  who,  by  all  the  rules  of 
practice  that  have  been  followed  by  years,  should  die  at  forty  of  tuberculosis, 
surviving  at  sixty,  hale  and  hearty,  and  his  children  as  free  as  air  from  any  evi- 
dence of  susceptibility,  >ve  cannot  but  feel  that  the  applicant  will,  at  times,  de- 
feat heredity.  And  then  again,  the  applicant  with  the  clean  bill  of  health  con- 
tracts tuberculosis  without  any  reason,  seemingly,  cannot  but  prove  we  are 
somewhat  at  sea.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood,  in  any  way,  as  believing 
that  heredity  does  not  play  an  important  role,  but  as  asking  for  something  more 
than  this  to  explain  this  contra-condition  of  things  ;  that  there  is  another  factor 
which  we  are  constantly  overlooking. 

From  the  study  which  I  have  given  this  class  of  cases,  I  am  led  to  this  con- 
clusion, while  the  component  cells,  which  go  to  make  up  our  mental  and  physi- 
cal aggregation,  is  moulded  upon  and  formed  according  to  certain  laws  of  trans- 
mission, there  is  also  an  individual  resistance,  inherent  in  this  mass,  which 
exerts  a  co-existing  force  and  determines  the  particular  vital  resistance.  There 
is  a  certain  something  in  the  personal  appearance  which  gives  the  examiner  an 
impression  as  to  this  resistance,  but  in  our  application  forms  we  have  been  una- 
ble, as  yet,  to  form  a  question  so  the  answer  qualifying  this  proposition  will 
determine  to  us,  as  supervisors,  the  same  impression. 

With  our  advanced  condition  in  modem  civilization,  the  modes  of  life  are  all 
intensified.  Our  primitive  brethren  were  satisfied  with  what  the  day  produced, 
while  we  are  continually  reaching  for  the  to-morrow.  This  changed  condition 
has  intensified  our  nervous  systems  and  increased  the  demand  for  more  stimulat- 
ing food,  drinks  and  pleasure,  changed  our  manner  of  ideas,  home  comforts, 
business  requirements,  social  surroundings  and  educational  conditions.  This 
change  of  environment  has  produced  the  19th  century  type  of  physical  and 
mental  worker :  a  highly  nervous  type,  produced  at  the  expense  of  his  physical 
and  individual  resistance,  for  they  do  not  inherit  the  rough  and  ready  immunity 
which  their  family  history  portrays. 

The  question  of  diagnosis  in  this  condition,  so  we  can  eliminate  this  type,  is 
the  question  of  the  hour.  When  objective  symptoms  are  sufiiciently  pronounced 
to  diagnose,  conditions  are  found,  which  can  be  verified,  but  where  we  have  no 
objective  symptoms  and  the  subjective  are  denied,  under  what  shall  we  deter- 
mine the  forecast  of  this  condition  in  the  seemingly  first  class  risk  of  tOKlay  ? 
An  affirmative  answer  to  a  properly  constructed  question,  as  referred  lo  before, 
will  assist  somewhat,  but  it  will  be  safest  to  eliminate  all  cases  which  show  a 
history  of  recent  pleurisy  or  pneumonia,  or  a  tendency  to  contract  slight  colds 
with  pronounced  catarrhal  affections  (although  seemingly  slight),  excesses  in  the 
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use  of  intoxicants,  confining  or  exposing  occupation  and,  to  ^at  is  more  im- 
portant  still  in  this  connection,  an  inclination  to  light  weight,  particularly  with 
slight  rises  in  temperature. 

By  following  this  line,  as  mapped  out,  while  it  is  true  we  would  possibly 
eliminate  a  class  of  risks  which  would  occasionally  survive  their  full  expectancy, 
the  majority  of  them  would  fall  between  the  lines,  and  the  result  of  our  selection 
would  be  more  satisfactory  than  it  is  at  present. 

Dr.  Grosvenor  :  I  have  just  a  word  to  say  in  discussion. 
We  all  recognize  in  these  days  that  heredity  is  not  looked  upon 
with  so  much  confidence  as  a  factor  in  the  protection  of 
tuberculosis  as  in  former  years.  Since  the  introduction  of  the 
germ  theory  our  attention  has  been  called  more  to  the  tubercu- 
lar bacilli  as  the  cause  of  this  disease.  This  being  the  case,  I  have 
been  afraid  our  attention  has  been  called  away  too  far  f  ^-om  the  idea 
of  heredity.  I  think  we  opght  to  be  careful  in  this  direction. 
It  may  be  that  heredity  does  not  cause  tuberculosis  directly,  but 
I  do  believe  it  is  directly  the  cause  of  predisposition  from 
tuberculosis.  It  produces  something  in  the  physical  makeup  of 
the  individual  which  will  take  on  more  readily  tuberculosis,  and 
at  that  point  he  ought  to  be  exceedingly  careful.  We  must  not 
give  up  the  idea  that  we  must  not  study  the  family  history  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  a  risk  is  good  or  a  bad 
one.  We  must  study  it  just  as  thoroughly  as  though  the  germ 
theory  did  not  exist.  We  must  lay  great  stress  upon  it,  and 
although  very  frequently  we  cannot  find  in  the  famijy  of  the 
decedent  any  point  towards  tuberculosis,  yet  in  many  cases  we 
can  find  this  predisposition  in  the  family  history,  and  we  ought 
to  regard  it.  I  merely  make  these  remarks,  as  I  fear  many 
medical  examiners'  attention  is  called  away  from  this  too  far. 

Dr.  Moss  :  I  have  a  thought  which  comes  to  me  along  this 
line^  and  that  is  this  :  While  heredity  may  not  cut  the  figure  as 
has  been  supposed  in  former  years  with  reference  to  a  risk  in 
the  minds  of  many  people,  to  my  mind,  and  I  believe  to  a  good 
many  more  of  us,  it  cuts  more  of  a  figure  than  ever  before  ;  that 
is,  an  applicant  who  inherits  a  predisposition  should  be  looked 
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upon  as  a  poorer  risk  than  an  applicant  who  inherits  a  diseased 
condition  direct.  Every  person  to-day  in  a  closed  room,  stores 
or  anywhere,  is  in  an  atmosphere  charged  to  a  certain  extent 
with  tubercular  bacilli ;  that  being  true,  we  should  be  more  care- 
ful than  If  the  disease  had  been  inherited  per  se. 

The  Chairman  announced  the  last  topic  on  the  programme, 
'*  The  Local  Examitur,"  •  '*  Should  he  be  elected  by  the  local 
organization  or  appointed  by  the  grand  body,  and  under  what 
restriction,  and  what  should  be  his  compensation  and  how 
should  he  be  paid  ? " 

Dr.  Young  :  It  seems  that  the  foundation  of  our  fraternal 
system  must  rest  upon  our  medical  examinations.  No  matter 
what  your  plan  may  be,  if  your  medical  examiners  |ire  poor  and 
you  get  poor  physical  risks,  the  order  must  fail.  Just  the  best 
method  of  procuring  medical  examiners  for  fraternal  orders  of 
course  is  a  problem  with  many  of  us.  We  allowed  the  deputy 
to  fake  more  than  one  medical  examiner,  and  as  a  result  some 
of  them  had  a  large  number;  they  did  not  make  many  exami* 
nations,  each  oneof  them, and,  of  course,  they  did  not  considerit 
much  of  anybody's  business.  What  was  the  business  of  the 
examiner  in  the  subordinate  lodge  was  nobody's  business.  We 
found  our  examinations  were  not  coming  up  to  the  standard.  I 
believe  that  physicians  are  as  honest  as  other  men  as  a  class, 
but  I  believe  that  some  of  them  are  not  honest.  One  of  the  things 
we  found  was  this  :  Now,  if  we  had  a  good  examiner,  one 
elected  by  the  subordinate  lodge,  he  did  his  work  well  and 
recommended  none  but  those  he  believed  to  be  first-class  risks. 
At  the  next  election  somebody  says,  '*  My  friend  was  rejected, 
and  he  is  responsible."  Now  here  is  a  young  man  who  has  just 
joined  our  lodge ;  let  us  put  him  in  and  he  will  put  in  our 
friends.  He  is  elected,  and  for  the  next  year  or  two  everything 
goes  along  finely,  everybody  goes  right  straight  in.  With  our 
fraternal  system  the  doctors  can  recommend  us  that  class,  then 
in  a  very  short  time  we  find  we  have  so  many  of  them  in  the 
different  lodges  with  nobody  responsible  that  it  seems  to  me  a 
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great  fault.  Now  I  believe  in  the  appointment  of  the  medical 
examiner  by  the  head  of  the  state  jurisdiction  or  the  general 
order.  It  is  the  only  means  by  which  we  can  get  those  that  arc 
reliable.  That  is  our  method  now  of  medical  examiners,  that  is, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  order.  I  supervise  all  the  applications  of 
the  entire  order.  Our  order  is  not  large,  consequently  one  can 
do  the  work,  and  I  find  that  method  is  better.  We  do  not 
appoint  medical  examiners  for  every  lodge  in  a  town  or  city. 
We  appoint  them  for  districts,  and  they  have  something  to  do 
then.  Then  they  feel  there  is  some  responsibility.  We  propose 
to  hold  our  medical  examiners  strictly  responsible  for  their 
work.  If  we  have  a  case  in  our  order  where  the  applicant  dies 
in  six  months  from  consumption  or  from  cancer,  or  from  some 
of  those  diseases,  we  hold  them  responsible,  as  we  do  not  believe 
they  have  a  right  to  die  in  that  length  of  time.  Now,  previously 
we  would  write  to  the  doctor,  and  after  talking  it  over,  would 
finally  state  that  he  was  all  right  when  he  made  the  examina- 
tion. Now  these  things  should  not  happen.  We  ought  to  have 
our  examiners  under  our  control,  so  that  the  examiner  would 
feel  independent  of  the  subordinate  order.  If  he  is  taken  out  of 
politics  he  does  not  have  to  be  elected  or  rejected  as  the  local 
order  may  see  fit,  but  he  is  taken  entirely  away  from  that,  and 
he  knows  that  as  long  as  he  makes  the  proper  examination  and 
shows  that  he  has  the  interest  of  the  order  at  heart,  that  he  will 
be  retained  in  his  position.  Another  thing,  I  believe  in  all  our 
organizations,  and  I  belong  to  quite  a  large  number,  that  they 
have  this  feeling ;  they  want  every  person  examined  thoroughly 
but  some  special  friend  of  their  own  ;  they  are  good  subjects  for 
the  subordinate  lodge,  grand  lodge  or  the  supreme  lodge. 
They  know  they  are  not  a  good  physical  risk  and  know  they  are 
not  fit  for  membership,  but  if  the  doctor  rejects  that  person 
they  say  we  do  not  want  him  to  do  any  more  examining  ;  he 
rejected  my  friend.  They  say,  I  am  willing  to  pay  an  assess- 
ment on  hiip.  They  do  not  seem  to  take  into  consideration  that 
a  fraternity  is  a  joint  stock  affair ;  that  every  member  has  an 
interest,  and  that  everytime  we  take  in  a  poor  risk  we  are  dam- 
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aging  ourselves.  They  think,  now,  if  I  can  get  in  my  friend  it 
is  all  right,  I  am  willing  to  pay  an  extra  assessment  Now  there 
is  altogether  too  much  of  that.  We  have  a  man  in  charge  of  a 
jurisdiction  that  has  10,000  members  in  it.  It  takes  so  many 
members  to  form  a  council  in  my  State,  and  my  deputy  cannot 
get  more  thali  thirty  or  forty;  they  don't  wish  to  organize  with 
less,  and  they  don't  want  any  of  them  rejected.  They  do  not 
consider  the  matter.  I  think  in  order  to  have  good  examiners 
we  have  got  to  take  them  out  of  politics. 

I  believe  physicians  should  be  well  paid  for  their  examina- 
tions. These  examiners  who  make  examinations  for  fifty  cents, 
they  are  fifty  cent  examinations.  I  do  not  believe  that  honesty 
goes  far  enough  but  what  a  man  should  be  paid  for  his  labor, 
but  what  that  fee  should  be,  of  course  I  am  unable  to  state,  as 
we  find  the  fee  different  in  different  localities.  In  some  orders 
the  fee  is  under  the  Supreme  jurisdiction  that  I  cannot  say 
which  would  be  the  best ;  but  I  believe  that  those  sending  out 
deputies,  and  let  him  make  a  trade  for  a  fifty  cent  fee  and  rush- 
ing through  a  lot  of  applicants  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  method 
of  examination.  In  the  past  when  our  deputies  had  charge  of 
that  almost  entirely,  our  greatest  death  loses  were  from  our 
charter  members  improperly  examined,  and  I  think  the  fee 
should  be  properly  established  so  that  the  deputies  cannot  trade 
away  our  interests. 

Dr.  Moss :  We,  as  a  society,  have  the  local  society  recom- 
mend the  doctor  and  he  receives  his  appointment  at  my  hands. 
I  have  a  rule  that  under  no  circumstances  will  a  doctor  be 
turned  down  or  a  change  made  in  the  local  examiner  unless  for 
cause.  I  do  not  allow  a  change  of  medical  examiners  under  any 
circumstances  unless  it  is  proven  conclusively  that  it  is  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  society  to  make  that  change.  One  thing  I 
have  noticed,  and  that  is  when  the  loc41  tent  asks  for  a  change 
of  medical  examiners,  if  you  will  look  very  carefully  over  your 
records  you  will  find  that  there  has  been  a  great  many  rejections 
made  in  that  tent,  and,  as  Brother  Young  has  stated,  the  tent 
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and  its  members  lay  it  at  the  door  of  the  local  examiner.  Now 
I  believe  that  this  district  examiner,  in  cities,  is  one  of  the  best 
things  that  could  be  accomplished.  Take  in  a  city  where  you 
have  100  tents  and  a  tent  examiner  in  each  tent,  we  are  in 
trouble  constantly  looking  after  some  dishonest  doctor.  I  have 
had  just  such  experience  and  know  exactly  what  it  means.  I 
recently  went  to  a  city  and  turned  down  seven  physicians  doing 
crooked  work.  I  believe  that  the  district  plan  in  cities  is  the 
only  feasible  plan  by  which  we  can  get  our  work  done  satisfac- 
torily, and  I  believe  the  examiner  should  be  appointed  by  the 
head  opce,  independent  entirely  of  the  local  order,  and  I  would 
m<f>ve,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  section,  that 
the  local  examiner  be  appointed  by  the  head  office,  independent 
of  the  local  order. 

The  local  examiner  should  be  appointed  after,  recommend- 
ation of  the  local  tent  or  local  order. 

Dr.  Christian:  I  would  suggest  that  to  recommend  to  the 
supreme  head  the  appointing  of  the  medical  examiner,  that 
would  not  suit  my  order  at  all.  I  would  make  a  motion  that  it 
cover  both  sides,  the  supreme  medical  director  and  the  supreme 
executive  of  the  order. 

Dr.  McCollum  :  The  thought  occurs  to  me  that  we  are  in 
consideration  of  the  first  part  of  the  president's  report,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  could  entertain  a  motion  here  that  it 
would  be  in  order  when  this  committee  reports  to  Congress, 
that  they  report  under  this  portion  of  the  president's  report 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Section,  in  view  of  its  vital 
importance  to  the  orders  represented  in  the  Fraternal  Congress, 
that  the  appointment  of  the  local  examiner  be  removed  in  all 
cases  absolutely  from  polities  of  the  local  order ;  that  we 
recommend  and  consider  it  feasible,  in  all  instances,  the  actual 
commissioning  of  local  examiners  upon  recommendation  and 
consideration  of  the  local  bodies  to  the  supreme  medical  exam- 
iners, and  that  said  examiner  only  be  removed  for  cause  from 
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his  position.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  motion  of  that  character 
would  cover  our  views  and  not  interfere  at  all  with  any  work* 
ings  of  any  of  our  orders. 

The  suggestions  of  the  Chairman  were  adopted. 

Election  of  officers  of  the  Medical  Section  being  in  order. 

Dr.  C.  A.  McCollum  was  re-elected  Chairman;  Dr.  R.  E. 
Moss  was  elected  Vice-Chairman ;  Dr.  T.  Millman  was  re-elected 
Secretary. 

The  Executive  Committee  consists  of  Dr.  O.  Millard,  Dr. 
J.  H.  Christian,  Dr.  J.  D.  Young,  and  Dr.  S.  Handscom. 

There  being  no  more  business  before  the  Medical  Section,  it 
adjourned  sine  die. 

T.  Millman, 
Secretary  of  Medical  Section. 


APPENDIX  TO  MEDICAL  SECTION. 
IS  CANCER  HEREDITARY  ? 

BY  It.  B.  MOSS,  M.  D.,  SUPREME  MEDICAL  EXAMINER,  KNIGHTS  OF  THE  MACCABEES. 

Agreeable  to  a  request  at  the  last  Fraternal  Congress,  I  have  undertaken,  to  a 
certain  degree,  to  investigate  the  heredity  of  cancer.  During  the  last  year  I 
have  gathered  a  few  statistics  from  various  organizations  represented,  which  are 
as  follows : 

The  Royal  Templars  give  194  cases,  with  no  history  of  the  cause  of  death  of 
the  parents  of  the  deceased.  The  Modem  Woodmen  137  cases  of  cancer,  with- 
out a  case  of  cancer  in  the  parentage.  The  Royal  League  86  cases  of  cancer, 
without  a  death  from  cancer  in  the  parentage.  The  Independent  Order  of  For- 
esters 90  cases  of  cancer,  with  six  cases  of  death  from  cancer  in  the  parentage, 
with  7  brothers  and  sisters  and  one  aunt  dying  of  the  same  disease.  The 
Knighu  of  the  Maccabees  70  cases  of  cancer,  with  one  case  of  death  in  the  pa- 
rentage. From  this  you  will  see  there  are  888  cases  of  cancer  in  which  the 
cause  of  death  of  the  deceased  parent  is  known,  with  only  seven  deaths  among 
the  parentage  of  that  disease. 
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This  does  not  go  back  into  the  grandparents'  history,  but  only  the  parental 
history,  and  no  case  is  taken  in  which  there  was  any  question  as  to  the  cause  of 
death  of  the  parent.  '  From  a  study  of  these  cases,  it  would  seem  as  though 
cancer  was  not  an  hereditary  disease.  Of  the  833  cases  represented,  there  is 
only  2]^  per  cent,  of  cause  of  death  by  cancer  in  the  parentage. 

I  realize  we  should  have  much  further  information  along  the  line  of  the  grand- 
parents in  these  cases,  but  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  learn  them,  as  in  the  early 
history  of  some  of  our  orders  the  blank  applications  for  membership  did  not 
show  a  full  history  of  the  grandparents,  but  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  to-day  the 
applications  of  all  our  societies  call  for  a  complete  family  history,  not  only  of 
the  parents,  but  of  the  grandparents  as  well. 

There  have  been  numerous  theories  advanced  with  reference  to  cancer,  l>ut 
the  best  one  to  my  knowledge,  and  one  that  I  think  is  more  usually  accepted 
to-day  than  any  other  is  that  of  Coheim.  He  supposes  that  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  embryonic  developmerft,  more  cells  are  in  some  cases  produced  in  the  for- 
mation of  some  particular  part  of  the  body  than  are  actually  used  in  its  forma- 
tion. If  this  is  true,  a  certain  quantity  of  building  material,  so  to  speak — that  is,  a 
certain  number  of  cells — remain  unemployed.  This  may  be  a  very  small  mass, 
but  being  embryonic,  tissue,  has  great  capabilities  of  growth.  Such  a  mass  may 
be  composed  of  one  tissue  and  distributed  throughout  the  body  wherever  the 
tissue  is  produced,  so  that  one  whole  system,  for  instance  the  skeleton,  may  have 
these  embryonic  rudiments  distributed  over  it,  and  thus  be  capable  of  exhibiting 
anomalous  growths  almost  universally.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  strictly 
limited  to  one  spot.  Such  a  rudiment  may  remain  dormant  for  a  long  time  and 
possibly  may  never  develop  throughout  the  whole  life.  On  the  other  hand,  at 
some  particular  period  in  the  development  of  the  body,  or  in  consequence  of 
some  special  stimulus,  proceed  to  pass  through  an  evolution  similar  to  that 
of  the  embryonic  tissue  of  which  it  originally  formed  a  part. 

These  supposed  embryonic  rudiments  would  be  a  sort  of  a  seed  corresponding 
to  vegetable  growths  ;  it  might  ^ow  into  a  branch,  a  leaf,  a  fruit,  while  part  of 
the  seed  might  remain  for  an  indefinite  time  in  an  undeveloped  condition,  until 
some  change  in  nutrition  or  other  stimulus  causes  them  to  develop.  When  this 
takes  place  it  might  grow  into  a  normal  leaf  or  bud,  or  it  might  be  an  abortive 
branch  or  swelling,  which  is  analogous  to  a  tumor  of  animal  tissue. 

It  is  easy  to  speculate  upon  the  possibility  of  such  a  growth,  and  there  is  cer- 
tainly nothing  definite  with  relation  to  it,  and  it  is  impossible  to  prove  that  these 
embryonic  cells  exist  before  they  develop  into  visible  tumors.  There  are  a  cer- 
tain number  of  facts  known  which  support  this  theory. 

Pathologisu  have  long  recognized  a  process  similar  to  this  one,  in  the  forma- 
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tion  of  what  are  called  teratoid  tumors.  Dermoid  cysts  are  clearly  produced  by 
pieces  of  skin  drawn  in  at  an  early  period  of  development  and  then  covered  up 
or  buried  by  the  other  tissues.  They  may  remain  quiescent,  or  may  increase 
greatly  in  size.  It  is  certain  that  tumors  are  not  directly  transmitted  from  the 
parent  to  the  ovum  like  congenital  diseases. 

We  have  certain  malformations  which  are  undoubtedly  transmitted  from  one 
parent  to  their  children.  For  instance,  I  know  one  family  with  a  malformation 
of  the  hands  and  feet ;  in  some  of  them  a  part  of  the  fingers  were  missing,  with 
rudimentary  stubs,  also  a  rudimentary  thumb.  This  condition  followed  down 
through  three  dififerent  generations,  and  when  I  lost  sight  of  them  four  years 
ago,  there  were  thirty-six  children  and  grandchildren,  the  outcome  of  this  family, 
and  there  were  only  three  cases  in  the  posterity  in  which  this  malformation  did 
not  appear.  All  were  not  exactly  alike  in  character,  but  it  still  had  the  same 
general  appearance.  It  is,  however,  going  too  far,  in  my  opinion,  to  say  that  a 
child  inherits  the  disease  of  a  parent  to  any  great  extent.  There  may  be  ex- 
ceptions, but  I  do  not  believe  ix  is  true  of  cancer. 

It  is  not  a  settled  fact  that  the  theory  of  Coheim  has  proven  to  exist,  but  to 
my  mind  it  is  the  only  theory  that  looks  reasonable  for  this  condition.  Sir  James 
Padgett  supposes  that  there  is,  in  the  first  instance,  a  constitutional  infection  of 
which  the  growth  called  a  cancer  is  the  local  manifestation.  But  the  more 
usual  way  of  presenting  the  parasitic  theory  assumes  that  the  disease  is  local  in 
the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  becomes  more  or  less  general. 

Malignant  tumors  dififer  from  those  diseases  with  which  they  ^re  compared,  in 
not  being  contagious  to  man  or  inoculable  on  any  other  animal.  Numerous  ex- 
periments have  been  made  with  the  object  of  inoculating  cancer  or  other  tumors 
into  animals.  Many  of  these  growths  from  the  human  body  have  been  grafted 
upon  animals,  also  growths  from  the  same  species  of  animals  have  been  used  in 
these  experiments.  There  is  not  that  I  know  of  a  well  authenticated  case  in 
which  cancer  has  ever  been  known  to  have  been  transmitted  from  one  animal  to 
another  by  inoculation. 

In  Asher's  Encyclopedia  of  Surgery  it  is  stated,  *'  In  certain  predisposed  sub- 
jecu,  injuries,  and  almost  exclusively,  contusions,  appear  to  invite  the  manifes- 
tation of  the  disease,  before  complete  recovery  or  a  longer  or  shorter  time  after 
apparent  recovery  the  center  of  tromatism  is  invaded  by  the  neoplasm,  the  can- 
cer appears  at  the  seat  of  the  injury." 

I  know  of  no  authentic  example  of  an  open  wound  in  a  cancerous  subject  in 
a  region  exempt  from  cancer  which  has  itself  undergone  cancerous  metamorpho- 
sis. In  cases  of  removal  of  tumors  when  the  abolution  has  been  free  and  early, 
the  cicatrices  are  healthy  and  usually  not  liable  to  relapses,  which  readily  occur 
on  the  other  hand  in  distinct  localities. 
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It  would  seem  from  this  statement  that  the  theory  of  Coheim  is  apparently 
correct,  that  the  tromatism  which  develops  a  cancer  is  an  irritation  to,  some  be- 
lated embryonic  cell,  which  springs  into  growth  from  the  irritation  which  it  has 
received.  It  would  also  seem  that  if  cancer  was  an  hereditary  condition  that 
the  entire  body  would  be  loaded  with  cancerous  cells  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
and  that  an  operation  of  any  nature  where  the  tissues  are  not  invaded  would  be 
liable  to  have  a  cancerous  manifestation,  which  is  evidently  not  the  case. 

Now  I  have  taken  from  the  applications  as  they  have  been  received  at  my  of- 
fice a  few  statistics  with  reference  to  cancer.  Out  of  33  cases  of  cancer  in  the 
grandparents  of  the  applicants,  I  find  four  cases  of  cancer  and  three  cases  of 
consumption  in  the  parentage.  Out  of  67  cases  of  cancer  in  the  parents  of  the 
applicants,  I  find  but  one  case  of  cancer  in  the  brothers  and  sisters  and  five 
cases  of  consumption.  In  the  67  cases  of  cancer  in  the  parents  I  had  a  full  and 
complete  history  of  the  health  and  cause  of  death  of  the  grandparents.  It 
would  seem  from  a  study  of  these  cases  that  cancer  is  not  produced  in  the  o£f- 
spring  of  a  person  su£fering  from  cancer,  but  that  we'  have  other  diseases  mani- 
festing themselves  which  are  fully  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  if  the  applicant  in- 
herited ptr  se, 

I  believe  it  our  duty  to  treat  cancer  along  the  same  lines  as  we  do  consump- 
tion, that  it  is  not  an  hereditary  disease,  but  that  the  party  inherits  a  weakened 
constitution  which  will  not  stand  the  ravages  of  disease,  therefore  the  offspring 
of  a  cancerous  parentage  is  not  a  good  risk  for  Life  Benefits  ;  not  on  account  of 
his  liability  to  inherit  the  disease  per  se,  but  that  he  is  liable  to  die  from  some 
other  disease  due  to  a  weakened  constitution. 

I  think  sometimes,  possibly  without  reason,  that  could  we  get  the  exact  his- 
tory of  the  early  life  and  childhood  of  a  party  dying  with  cancer,  we  would  find 
that  it  was  a  feeble  child.  I  have  written  a  few  letters  trying  to  ascertain  the 
truth  of  this  assertion,  and  I  am  going  to  follow  it  up  along,  the  same  line  and 
see  if  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  learn  something  of  the  early  history  of  every 
.  applicant  who  dies  from  cancer,  and  if  each  one  of  the  supervising  Medical  Ex- 
aminers here  would  make  the  same  effort  along  that  line,  a  few  cases  from  each 
society  would  make  a  large  amount  of  information  that  would  be  decidedly  val- 
uable. 


CANCER  vs.  LIFE  INSURANCE. 

BY  ORSON  MILLARD,  M.  D  ,  SUPREME  SURGEON,  KNIGHTS  OF  THE  LOYAL  GUARD. 

This  subject  is  far  too  extensive  to  admit  of  exhaustive  treatment  within  the 
circumscribed  limits  to  which  the  practical  nature  of  this  Fraternal  Congress 
will  admit,  hence  but  little  more  than  the  bare  outlines,  or  a  synopsis  can  be  at- 
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tempted  at  this  time,  while  this  fact  may  be  patent,  it  is  hoped  that  this  sketch 
will  prove  interesting,  if  not  instructive,  to  those  whose  thought  has  been  in 
some  one  of  the  other  numerous  branches  of  our  professional  work. 

Cancer  was  recognized  as  early  as  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  and  it  would  seem 
that  but  little  progress  had  been  made  in  the  treatment  and  cure  of  this  scourge 
daring  the  last  8,200  years,  while  1,400  years  of  this  time  was  without  a  sem- 
blance of  a  microscope,  and  it  was  not  until  after  the  archromatic  lens  was  in- 
vented that  we  really  possessed  a  useful  instrument  that  would  bring  out  the 
outlines  of  the  cancer  cell. 

If  the  clinical  picture  of  cancer  furnished  a  well  developed  train  of  symptoms 
we  might,  in  many  cases,  dispense  with  the  microscope,  but  such  is  not  the  fact. 

It  is  by  grouping  the  various  symptoms  that  present  themselves,  together  with 
the  cell  formation  as  disclosed  by  the  microscope  that  enables  us  to  arrive  at 
anything  like  a  definite  conclusion  that  will  warrant  a  diagnosis  of  cancer. 

We  will  therefore  assume  tliat  We  are  to  deal  with  an  irregular  neoplasm, 
which  runs  a  malignant  course. 

Very  many  of  the  best  and  most  eminent  clinicians  known  to  us  are  of  the 
opinion  that  cancer  is  of  local  origin,  while  others  are  equally  positive  that  it  is 
an  hereditary  infection  that  is  banded  down  from  generation  to  generation. 

Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  inoculate  the  lower  animals  with  cancer, 
but  we  only  find  that  in  three  (8)  cases  has  this  been  successful. 

The  writer  of  this  paper  is  of  the  opinion  that  cancer,  like  tubercle,  is  pro- 
duced by  a  germ,  and  that  when  that  germ  falls  upon  a  soil  that  is  adapted  to  its 
growth  and  culture,  that  it  will  take  root  and  grow,  that  is,  all  the  conditions 
that  are  required  to  produce  a  crop  must  become  a  part  of  the  equation,  and  if 
any  one  of  the  unknown  qualities  or  elements  are  lacking,  the  cancer  seed  fails 
to  fructify. 

It  has  been  maintained  by  many  surgeons  that  some  local  lesion  must  exist 
for  the  development  of  a  cancer,  that  is,  it  jnust  be  first  set  up  as  a  local  prelude 
to  a  heterologous  growth,  and  while  that  may  be  to  a  certain  extent  true,  the 
other  elements  that  are  hereditary  but  not  cancerous  must  exist,  otherwise  the 
cancer  seed  will  not  grow. 

At  a  Congress  of  German  surgeons  it  was  shown  that  traumata  acted  as  a 
cause  of  cancer  in  from  10  to  14  per  cent,  of  the  cases  only. 

The  germ  theory  of  cancer  is  the  same  as  the  germ  theory  of  any  other  dis- 
ease of  its  class. 
19 
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That  is,  ii  is  not  necessary  to  presuppose  that  the  cancer  cell  existed  at  birth 
or  before  birth,  in  a  case  of  hereditary  cancer,  so-called,  but  that  the  soil  and 
climate  of  the  individual  is  favorable  to  the  development  of  the  neoplasm. 

I  am  constrained  to  abide  by  this  construction,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
Broca  found  that  in  one  family  16  deaths  from  cancer  occurred  in  the  course  of 
70  years. 

The  number  of  inherited  cases  are  reported  according  lo  different  authorities 
as  follows :  Lebert,  I  to  10 ;  Velpeau,  1  to  12 ;  Cocke,  of  London,  England. 
1  to  8  ;  London  hospital,  1  to  7. 

It  has  been  found  that  when  cancer  recurs  in  a  family  that  it  usually  attacks 
the  same  organ  or  system. 

This,  in  my  opinion,  is  still  farther  evidence  in  favor  of  the  soil  and  climate 
theory,  that  is,  I  mean  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  individual 

I  will  incidentally  mention  the  fact  that  the  average  age  of  cancer  of  internal 
organs  is  about  ten  years  earlier  than  the  average  age  of  cancer  of  the  skin. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  fact  is  strong  evidence  against  the  theory  of 
traumata. 

Lupoid  ulcers  in  years  gone  by  have  been  classed  among  the  cancers. 

The  fact  that  paraicitic  micro-organisms  of  the  tuberculous  order  are  transpar- 
ent, and  that  Dr.  Koch,  of  Berlin,  invented  a  stining  process  that  would  leave 
the  germ  colored,  while  the  other  tissues  could  be  freed  from  the  color,  has 
opened  a  large  field  for  valuable  research  and  has  pointed  out  the  probable  fact 
that  lupus  is  tuberculous  and  not  cancerous. 

I  therefore  believe  that  in  insurance  we  should,  as  a  business  proposition,  class 
all  risks  with  a  lupoid  history  as  tuberculous  and  not  cancerous. 

According  to  one  authority  cancer  occurred  twenty  four  times  in  2,946  cases 
in  males  as  against  7,479  females.  In  the  same  hospiul,  while  among  948  cases 
of  cancer  of  the  skin  740  were  males  And  210  were  females,  showing  in  this  case 
that  while  cancer  of  the  internal  organs  of  the  female  largely  exceed  the  same 
disease  in  men,  the  figures  so  far  as  the  skin  is  concerned  are  about  reversed. 

I  would  remark  that  scrofula  is  by  some  classed  as  akin  to  cancer,  while  by 
others  it  is  looked  upon  as  tuberculous,  but  to  lean  to  the  theory  of  the  late  Dr. 
Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  that  scrofula  is  hereditary  syphilis,  or,  in  other  words, 
syphilis,  changes  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  leaves  it  without  resisting  qualities, 
and  the  individual  becomes  an  easy  prey  to  other  ailments. 
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M.  U.  Leblanc,  of  Paris,  a  veterinary  surgeon,  assumed  to  be  good  authority 
on  this  subject,  states  that  the  dog  and  cat  are  most  frequently  afifected  with 
cancer,  and  next  comes  the  pig,  ox,  horse  and  mule. 

It  has  not  been  observed  in  birds,  reptiles  or  fishes. 

It  has  been  found  that  out  of  9,118  deaths  from  cancer  there  died  before  the 
twentieth  year  49  persons ;  from  21  to  30,  281  persons,  and  between  the  ages  of 
31  and  70  years  there  occurred  6, 162  cases  of  the  same  disease.  Making  an  ascend- 
ing scale  between  the  20th  year  and  the  70th  year,  which  reaches  its  highest 
point  at  70  years,  then  between  the  70th  and  the  100th  year  the  mortality 
decreases  from  82.7  to  3.9  at  the  oldest  age. 

If  cancer  is  really  hereditary  and  is  not  a  germ  disease,  that  is,  if  it  is  born  in 
the  individual,  why  should  not  all  patients  fall  by  the  wayside  at  all  ages  with 
some  sort  of  regularity  ? 

Such,  however,  is  not  the  case,  and,  may  I  not  ask,  is  this  not  still  farther  evi- 
dence of  its  propagation  by  germs  ? 

If  the  cancer ^/r  se  is  not  hereditary,  but  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  family  is 
such  that  it  is  suited  to  the  growth  of  cancer,  would  it  make  any  difference  in 
our  conclusions  in  a  practical  way  in  admitting  or  rejecting  an  applicant  for 
benefits  in  a  fraternal  or  other  organization  ? 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  while  the  general  result  at  to  the  percentage  of 
rejections  and  approvals  would  be  about  the  same,  still,  if  the  applicant  resem- 
bled the  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  house,  it  might  make  a  difference  to  indi- 
viduals. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  history  of  cancer  in  blood  relatives,  when  there 
are  several  cases  in  the  immediate  family,  should  disqualify,  especially  when  the 
applicant  resembles  some  one  of  the  relatives  who  have  died  of  the  disease. 
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FRATERNAL   PRESS  SECTION. 


Journal  of  Proceedings  of  the  Preliminary  Organization 

OF  the  Fraternal  Press  Section,  Held  at  Port 

Huron,  Mich.,  October  6th  and  7th,  1897. 


Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October  6,  1897. 

The  meeting  of  fraternal  editors  and  publishers  was  called  to 
order  in  the  Hotel  Harrington,  by  Gilbert  Howell,  who  made  a 
brief  statement  of  the  effort  made  to  interest  the  various  publi- 
cations to  hold  this  meeting,  and  the  responses  thereto,  which 
had  culminated  in  the  issuance  of  the  following  call : 

Document  No.  1. 

PiQUA,  Ohio,  September  5,  1897. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother  : 

The  responies  to  the  circular  issued  in  April  to  various  fraternal  publications, 
suggesting  a  meeting  of  editors  and  publishers,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an 
association  for  mutual  benefit,  have  been  so  cordial  and  favorable  that  it  has  been 
deemed  wise  to  call  such  meeting  to  convene  at  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  immediately 
following  the  session  of  the  Fraternal  Congress. 

The  convention  will  assemble  at  the  parlors  of  The  Harrington  Hotel,  Thurs- 
day, evening,  October  7,  1897,  for  organization,  and  will  probably  continue 
Friday  and  Saturday. 

Each  brother  editor  is  invited  to  prepare  and  submit  a  paper'to  the  association 
on  any  of  the  subjects — pertinent  to  fraternal  journalism  and — of  most  tital 
interest  to  himself. 
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Trusting  that  the  objects  of  this  meeting  will  commend  itself  to  your  judgment, 
and  that  you  will  be  present  and  participate  in  the  organiiation  of  a  National 
Fraternal  Press  Association,  we  remain, 

Yours  fraternally, 

Gilbert  Howell. 


Mr.  W.  W.  Connel,  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Recorder^  of 
No.  1328  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  appointed  tem- 
porary Chairman,  and  Gilbert  Howell,  editor  and  publisher  of 
the  Buckeye  Workman^  of  No.  276  Woodland  Ave.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  was  appointed  temporary  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  was  requested  to  call  the  roll  and  note  the 
different  publications  represented.     The   following  responded, 


**  The  Recorder,"  in  interest  of  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle.     Represented  by  W. 
W.  Connel,  No.  1828  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

**The  I.  O.  H.  Advocate,"  in  interest  of  Improved  Order  Heptasophs.     Rep- 
resented by  Dr.  J.  H.  Christian,  P.  O.  Box  806,  Baltimore,  Md. 

"The  Columbian  Herald,''  in  interest  of  Columbian  League.   Represented  by 
W.  Wame  Wilson,  Detroit,  Mich. 

'*  The  P.  H.  C.  Gazette,"  in  interest  of  Protected  Home  Circle.     Represented 
by  P.  D.  Stratton,  Sharon,  Pa. 

'*The  K.  &  L.  of  Security  Journal,"  in  interest  of  Knights  and  Ladies  of 
Security.     Represented  by  ].  M.  Wallace.  Topeka,  Kan. 

"The  DakoU  Visitor,"  in  interest  of  Dakou  Grand   Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
Represented  by  H.  C.  Sessions,  Aberdeen,  S.  Dak. 

*'  The  National  Reserve  Journal,"  in  interest  of  National  Reserve  Association. 
Represented  by  F.  W.  Sears,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

*'  The  Loyal  Guard,"  in  interest  of  Knights  of  Loyal  Guard.     Represented 
by  Edwin  O.  Wood,  Flint,  Mich. 

"The  Keystone  Workman,"  in  interest  of  Pennsylvania  Grand  Lodge,  A.  O. 
U.  W.     Represented  by  M.  W.  Sackett,  Meadville,  Pa. 

"  The  Court  of  Honor,"  in  interest  of  Supreme  Court  of  Honor.    Represented 
by  A.  L.  Hereford,  Springfield,  111. 
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*'Thc  K.  of  H.  Reporter/'  in  interest  of  Knights  of  Honor;  "The  Fraternal 
Aid/'  in  interest  of  Fraternal  Aid  Association.  Both  publications  represented 
by  W.  R.  Spooner,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

"  The  Fraternal  Monitor/'  in  interest  of  all  Fraternal  Beneficial  Associations. 
Represented  by  M.  F.  VanBuskirk,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

"  The  Chariot/'  in  interest  of  Supreme  Tribe  Ben-Hur.  Represented  by  D. 
W.  Gerard,  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

'*  The  Fraternal  Aid,"  in  interest  of  Fraternal  Aid  Association.  Represented 
by  Dr.  L.  A.  Ryder,  North  Topeka,  Kan. 

**  Journal  of  Mutual  Protection/' in  interest  of  Order  of  Mutual  Protection. 
Represented  by  G.  Del  Vecchio,  209  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

'*  Our  Home/'  in  interest  of  Home  Circle.  Represented  by  Julius  M.  Swain, 
120  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

''The  Golden  Chain,"  in  interest  of  Golden  Chain.  Represented  by  O.  B. 
Craig,  202  Fidelity  Bldg.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

'*The  Fraternal  Guide,"  in  interest  of  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Golden  Star. 
Represented  by  Rev.  S.  P.  Lacey,  9  Bank  St.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

*'  The  Life  Advocate/'  in  interest  of  Knighu  and  Ladies  of  Fireside.  Rep- 
resented by  W.  Higgins,  Telephone  Bldg.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

"The  Loyal  Workman,"  in  interest  of  Iowa  Grand  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
Represented  by  R.  L.  Tilton,  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

"  The  Royal  Templar,"  in  interest  of  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance.  Rep- 
resented by  £.  B.  Rew,  48  Niagara  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

"  The  Bee  Hive,"  in  interest  of  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Represented  by 
F.  W.  Stevens,  Port  Huron,  Mich. 

"  The  Pyramid,"  in  interest  of  Ancient  Order  of  Pyramids.  Represented  by 
E.  S.  McClintock,  Topeka,  Kan. 

"  The  Michigan  Maccabee/'  in  interest  of  Great  Camp  of  Michigan  Maccabees. 
Represented  by  F.  W.  Sherman,  Port  Huron,  Mich. 

**  The  Field  Worker,"  in  interest  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Repre- 
sented by  D.  I.  Thornton,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

"The  Modem  Woodmen,"  in  interest  of  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
Represented  by  F.  O.  VanGalder,  Sycamore,  111. 

*•  The  Lady  Maccabee,"  in  interest  of  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees.  Represented 
by  Miss  Emma  E.  Bower,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
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"The  Bockeye  Workman/'  in  interest  of  Ohio  Grand  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
Represented  by  Gilbert  Howell,  275  Wo9dland  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

*'  The  Review,"  in  interest  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees.  Represented  by 
Miss  Bina  M.  West,  Port  Huron,  Mich. 

"The  Ohio  Maccabee,"  in  interest  of  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Repre- 
sented by  Ed.  L.  Young,  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

"  The  Helping  Hand,"  in  interest  of  National  Aid  Association.  Represented 
by  Alonzo  Wardall,  Topeka,  Kan. 

On  motion,  the  Chair  was  instructed  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  five  on  Permanent  Organization,  said  committee  to  draft 
and  report  at  earliest  hour  possible  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
for  the  government  of  the  Association. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  the  Committee,  M.  F.  VanBuskirk, 
Chairman ;  H.  C.  Sessions,  F.  W.  Stevens,  Gilbert  Howell  and 
D.  W.  Gerard. 

After  an  interesting  discussion  regarding  the  objects  of  the 
Association  and  who  should  be  eligible  to  membership,  etc ,  the 
meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  Chairman. 

Gilbert  Howell, 

Secretary, 

Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October  7,  1897. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  W.  W.  Connel,  Chair- 
man, in  the  parlors  of  Hotel  Harrington,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m. 

M.  F.  Van  Buskirk,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Perma- 
nent Organization  and  Constitution  and  Laws,  submitted  the 
following  report,  viz : 

To  the  Members  of  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws  and  Permanent  Organization  sub- 
mit the  following  report,  viz : 

Owing  to  the  limited  timq  allowed,  it  has  been  deemed  inexpedient  to  submit 
a  Constitution  and  Laws.     In  lieu  of  this  it  is  recommended  that  an  Executive 


Digitized  by 


Google 


140  ELEVENTH    ANNUAL   SESSION, 

Committee  be  authorized  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  conduct  of  the  in- 
terests involved. 

Therefore  it  is  suggested  that  this  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws  be 
permitted  to  report  *'  Progress,"  and  that  in  the  interim  the  Executive  Comnait- 
tee  control  on  all  matters,  it  being  understood  that  the  object  of  this  Association 
is  to  be  a  co-worker  with  the  National  Fraternal  Congress. 

It  is  recommended  that  arrangements  be  perfected  at  the  very  earliest  date 
possible  in  the  direction  of  combining  the  various  publications  for  advertising 
purposes. 

It  is  believed  that  the  interests  of  this  Association  will  be  furthered  by  ap- 
pointing a  Committee  on  Program  and  Topics  for  the  next  session,  and  there- 
fore we  recommend  that  such  a  committee  be  now  appointed. 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  necessary,  and  for  those  already 
incurred,  it  is  believed  that  a  membership  tee  of  five  dollars  should  be  paid 
by  each  member  of  this  Association. 

Membership  in  this  Association  shall  be  limited  to  the  publications  issued  in 
the  interest  of  the  organizations  which  are  members  of  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress,  and  such  other  publications  as  are  issued  in  the  interest  of  Fraternal 
Beneficiary  Organizations,  when  such  are  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee 
of  this  Association. 

The  following  are  placed  in  nomination  as  officers,  and  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  we  recommend  their  election,  viz  : 

For  President — M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas*r  Fraternal  Congress,  Meadville, 
Pa. 

For  Vice-President — F.  O.  VanGalder,  Editor  Modern  Woodmen,  Sycamore, 
Illinois. 

For  Secretary-Treasurer — Gilbert  Howell,  Editor  Buckeye  Workman,  No. 
275  Woodland  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

For  Executive  Committee — M.  F.  VanBuskirk,  Editor  Fraternal  Monitor,  No. 
89  State  St.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.;  D.  W.  Gerard,  Editor  The  Chariot,  Crawfords- 
ville,  Ind.  ;  F.  W.  Stevens,  Editor  The  Bee-Hive,  Port  Huron,  Mich.;  D.  S. 
Biggs,  Editor  K.  of  H.  Reporter,  Arlington,  Mass. 

All  of  which  we  herewith  respectfully  submit, 

M.  F.  VanBuskirk, 
H.  C.  Sessions, 
D.  W.  Gerard, 
F.  W.  Stevens. 
Gilbert  Howell, 

Committee, 
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On'motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  divided,  and  that 
portion  of  the  report  referring  to  nomination  of  officers  for  the 
permanent  organization  was  then  adopted,  and  the  officers  and 
executive  committee  as  therein  named  were  duly  elected  to 
serve  for  one  year.  The  balance  of  the  report  was  laid  over  for 
consideration  until  after  permanent  organization  had  been 
effected. 

On  motion  of  W.  Warne  Wilson,  the  Secretary  was  instructed 
to  report  to  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  that  the  Fraternal 
Press  Association  had  perfected  its  organization,  and  had  duly 
elected  the  following  officers,  viz  :  M.  W.  Sackett,  President; 
F.  O.  VanGalder,  Vice-President;  Gilbert  Howell,  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  and  that  as  such  Association  we  ask  that  the  Con- 
gress include  in  their  proceedings  such  a  record  of  this  forma- 
tion of  a  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  as  may  be  ap- 
proved by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Congress. 

There  being  no  further  business  the  temporary  organization 
adjourned  to  meet  at  the  hall  of  the  Fraternal  Congress  immedi- 
ately after  the  adjournment  of  that  body. 

Gilbert  Howell, 
W.  W.  CONNEL,  Secretary. 

Chairman. 


NATIONAL  FRATERNAL  PRESS  ASSOCIATION- 
JOURNAL  OF  PROCEEDINGS. 

PERMANENT   ORGANIZATION. 

Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October  7,  1897. 

The  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  was  called  to  order 
in  the  hall  of  the  Fraternal  Congress  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  M.  W. 
Sackett,  President,  in  the  chair. 
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The  Secretary  was  requested  to  call  the  roll,  and  the  follow- 
ing publications  and  representatives  were  found  present,  viz  : 

(See  roll  call  on  pages  137  to  139  inclusive.) 

The  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  temporary  organi- 
zation. 

On  motion  of  E.  L.  Young,  the  President  was  directed  to 
appoint  a  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws^  to  be  com- 
posed of  three  members. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  Committee,  W.  Warne 
Wilson,  F.  W.  Stevens  and  Ed.  L.  Young. 

On  motion  of  H.  C.  Sessions,  the  President  was  directed  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  three  members  with  instructions  to 
draft  "Preamble  and  Objects  of  the  Association." 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee,  H.  C.  Sessions, 
Miss  Emma  E.  Bower  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Christian. 

A  paper  was  read  by  M.  W.  Sackett,  on  the  topic,  **  Fraternal 
Papers  as  Advertising  Mediums,"  which  will  be  found  as  an 
addenda  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Section. 

D.  W.  Gerard  presented  a  paper,  "  Importance  of  Fraternal 
Journalism,"  which  will  be  found  as  an  addenda  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Section. 

M.  F.  VanBuskirk  presented  a  paper,  "  Benefits  of  Co-opera- 
tion for  Fraternal  Publications,"  which  will  be  found  as  an 
addenda  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Section. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Christian  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Association  be  requested  to 
do  all  within  their  power,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  Press  Committee  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress  to  secure  the  necessary  legislation  which  will 
enable  our  papers  to  be  admitted  to  the  mails  at  pound  rates  for  delivery  in  the 
city  of  publication. 
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On  motion  of  W.  W.  Connel,  the  President  was  directed  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  as  a  Committee  on 
Advertising. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  as  such  committee : 
W.  W.  Connel,  Alonzo  Wardall,  F.  O.  VanGalder,  G.  W.  Gerard 
and  Rev.  S.  P.  Lacey. 

H.  C.  Sessions,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  "  Preamble 
and  Objects  of  the  Association,"  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted  : 

TV  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  : 

Whbrkas,  The  National  Fraternal  Congress  meets  annually  for  the  purpose 
of  considering  matters  of  especial  interest  to  the  various  Fraternal  Beneficial 
Societies  which  are  members  of  the  Congress,  and  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
these  interests  which  are  the  interests  of  Fraternity  ;  and 

Wherbas,  The  Fraternal  Publications  issued  in  the  interests  of  such  Societies 
enter  nearly  2,600,000  of  the  best  homes  ot  this  land  ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  to  the  interest  of  all;  that  the  Editors  and  Publishers  of  such 
Journals  should  be  in  a  position  to  furnish  the  very  best  thought,  and  be  in 
touch  with  the  spirit,  and  extend  the  influence  of  the  Congress ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved^  That  the  objects  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  promote  fraternity, 
aid  in  the  dissemination  of  the  best  thought  by  furnishing  selected  articles  upon 
subjects  of  general  interest  to  all  the  societies,  and  to  co-operate  with  each  other 
in  securing  the  proper  advertising  patronage. 

Also  to  provide  the  means  for  making  known  the  value  of  the  Fraternal  Press 
for  advertising  mediums. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

H.  C.  Sessions, 
Emma  E.  Bower, 
J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D., 
Committee. 

W.  Warne  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constitu- 
tion and  Laws,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 
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Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October  7,  1897. 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  : 

Your  committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  by-laws  respectfully 
submit  the  following,  and  recommend  their  adoption,  viz  : 

Name, — The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  Press  Section  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress. 

Officers, — The  oflScers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent and  a  Secretary- Treasurer. 

Executive  Committee, — The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  officers 
ex-officio  and  four  additional  members. 

Standing  Committees, — The  standing  committees  shall  be  a  Laws  Committee, 
a  Finance  Committee  and  a  Committee  on  Program,  each  of  which  shall  coosiit 
of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Program  Committee,  which  shall  consist  of  the  President,  Vice-President  and 
the  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Election, — The  oflScers  and  membefs  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be 
elected  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the  Association. 

Annual  Meetings, — The  annual  meetings  of  this  Association  shall  be  held  at 
the  time  and  place  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress. 

Membership, — Membership  in  this  Association  shall  be  limited  to  joaroals 
published  in  the  interest  of  societies  which  are  members  of  the  National  Frater- 
nal Congress,  and  such  other  journals  as  are  published  in  the  interest  of  Frater- 
nal Beneficiary  Associations,  when  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee  of 
this  Association. 

Revenue, — The  revenues  of  this  Association  shall  be  derived  from  a  member- 
ship fee  of  ($5.00)  five  dollars,  to  accompany  the  application  for  membership, 
and  such  annual  dues  as  may  be  recommended  by  the  Executive  Committee 
and  approved  by  the  Association. 

Representation, — Each  journal  holding  membership  in  the  Association  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  representative,  whose  credentials  shall  be  in  such  form  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Voting. — Each  journal  shall  be  entitled,  through  its  accredited  representative, 
to  one  vote  upon  all  questions. 

Duties  of  Officers, — The  President,  Vice-President  and  Secretary-Treasurer, 
shall  perform  such  duties  as  pertain  to  their  respective  oflSces  and  as  may  be  re- 
quired of  them  from  time  to  time. 
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Dutits  of  Extcutive  Committee, — The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  general 
charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Associatioa,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  may 
be  required  from  time  to  time. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  Wahne  Wilson, 

Ed.  L.  Yowng. 

F.  W.  Stevens, 

Committee, 

W.  W.  Connel,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Advertising, 
then  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted,  viz.: 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association, 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  suggest  some  idea  as  to  a  plan  for  securing 
advertising  on  the  basis  of  a  combined  circulation,  would  recommend  :  That 
the  Executive  Committee  take  up  the  matter  of  securing  some  person  to  act  as 
Advertising  Agent  for  this  Association,  at  rates  commensurate  with  the  circula- 
tion ;  payment  to  the  various  papers  beingjapportioned  according  to  its  circula- 
tion ;  also 

That  the  Secretary  correspond  with  the  publishers  or  other  proper  person  of 
those  papers  having  a  large  circulation  and  which  do  not  now  take  advertising, 
and  thereby  ascertain  what  if  any  arrangement  they  would  entertain  to  partici- 
pate in  such  an  arrangement ;  also 

That  the  Secretary  of  this  Association  at  once  secure  such  information  from 
the  various  publishers  of  papers  having  designated  their  desfre  to  be  a  part  of 
this  Association,  as  to  what  amount  of  space  is  open  for  advertising  in  their 
papers,  thus  securing  in  advance  necessary  data  for  such  an  agent  as  may  be 
appointed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  W.  Connel, 
F.  O.  Van  Galder, 
Sam.  p.  Lacey, 

Committee. 

D.  W.  Gerard  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  co-operate  with  the 
Press  Committee  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  in  securing  articles  for 
publication  upon*  such,  subjects  as  the  joint  committees  may  approve  and  suggest, 
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and  that  from  such  suitable  articles  as  they  may  select  to  secure  the  publication 
of  the  same  in  the  various  newspapers  represented  in  this  Association  as  soon 
as  possible. 

On  motion  of  W.  Warne  Wilson  the  bill  of  Gilbert  Howell 
for  $18.88,  for  postage  and  printing  already  incurred,  as  per  bill 
rendered,  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  with  instructions 
to  pay  it  when  properly  approved. 

The  President  then  appointed  the  following  committees  for 
the  ensuing  year : 

COMMITTEE  ON   LAWS. 

E.  L.  Young Norwalk,  Ohio. 

D.  I.  Thornton Kansas  City,  Mo. 

F.  W.  Sherman Port  Huron,  Mich. 

COMMITTEE  ON   FINANCE. 

W.  Warne  Wilson Detroit,  Mich. 

W.  W.  Connel Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Alonzo  Wardall * Topeka.  Kan. 

There  being  no  farther  business,  President  M.  W.  Sackett 
declared  the  Association  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  November,  1898. 

M.  W.  Sackett, 
GiLBBRT  Howell,  President. 

Seeretary- Treasurer,  ' 


ADDENDA  TO  FRATERNAL  PRESS  SECTION. 
FRATERNAL  PAPERS  AS  AN  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM. 

BY  M.  W.  SACKETT,  SUPREME  RECORDER  A.  O.  U.  W.,  AND  EDITOR  OF  THE 
•  *  KEYSTONE  WORKMAN. " 

When  the  matter  of  organizing  a  Fraternal  Press  Association  was  presented 
to  me  by  Brother  Howell,  I  gave  my  hearty  approval.  I  believed  that  such  an 
association  could  be  made,  not  only  pleasant  and  beneficial  to  its  members  along 
social  and  educational  lines,  but  by  proper  steps  being  taken,  it^  could  be  made 
of  pecuniary  advantage  to  all. 
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It  is.  perhaps,  not  too  much  to  say  that  there  are  one  hundred  and  fifty  publi- 
cations in  the  United  States  and  Canadas  that  would  probably  come  under  the 
restrictions  of  such  rules  as  will  be  adopted  by  this  meeting.  These  papers,  or 
publications,  represent  a  circulation  of  at  least  one  million  ;  as  separate  publica 
tions  many  of  them  are  only  printed  monthly,  and  have  not  been  able  to  com- 
mand much  attention  as  advertising  mediums;  therefore,  what  patronage  they 
have  received  has  been,  in  the  main,  at  exceedingly. low  rates.  I  believe  it  to 
be  practicable  to  join  in  a  plan  that  will  enable  us  to  enter  the  advertising  field 
and  command,  not  only  the  best  class  of  advertisements,  but  also  the  best  prices 
being  paid  therefor. 

Certain  general  rules  and  regulations  to  carry  out  this  purpose  should  be  care- 
fully prepared  by  a  committee  of  this  body.  This  done,  and  a  competent  man 
appointed  to  place  advertisements,  the  result  will  be,  I  believe,  to  gfreatly  increase 
the  revenue  to  all  from  this  source. 

I  believe  there  exists  no  serious  impediment  to  the  pooling  of  our  circulation 
for  this  purpose.  This  might  be  done  on  the  basis  oif  percentage  according  to 
circulation,  or  in  such  other  equitable  way  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  all. 

My  personal  experience  in  soliciting  advertisements  has  not  been  large,  still  I 
have  found  that,  with  a  circulation  of  some  sixteen  thousand  and  a  monthly 
publication,  it  was  extremely  diflScult  to  secure  patronage,  and  what  was  obtained 
was  at  an  exceedingly  low  rate. 

No  class  of  publications,  except  the  standard  magazines  and  a  few  home  jour- 
nals, will  compare  with  our  publications  in  value,  when  it  is  understood  by  ad- 
vertisers what  interest  is  taken  by  our  membership  in  their  Order  papers,  and 
that  these  papers  go  to  the  homes  and  are  read  and  preserved  and  not  consigned 
to  the  waste  basket.  For  local  advertising,  such  papers  are  of  but  little  value, 
except,  perhaps,  in  large  cities,  and  there  this  field  is  better  covered  by  the  reg- 
ular press.  Our  field,  however,  is  wider  than  this,  and  our  publications  will 
commend  themselves  to  those  who  desire  to  bring  to  notice  articles  that  will 
have  a  general  sale  over  the  country,  and  must  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
people  by  a  medium  that  circulates  in  every  section. 

The  advertising  agencies,  now  soliciting  the  privilege  of  our  columns  for  this 
general  advertising,  are,  as  a  whole,  very  unreliable,  and  my  experience  has 
been  that  it  does  not  pay  to  trouble  with  them.  The  inferiority  of  these  agen- 
cies has  led  to  a  great  reduction  in  the  prices  as  well  as  a  lowering  of  the  stand- 
ard of  advertisements  obtained.  If  we  could  manage  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
a  reliable  agency  the  offer  of  a  million  homes  to  be  visited  each  month  by  our 
publications,  I  have  oo  doubt  it  would  command  attention  and  thereby  secure 
the  patronage  of  all  first-class  advertisers. 
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There  are  othtfr  lines  of  co-operation  wherein,  to  my  mind,  we  can  labor  lor 
mutual  advantage,  but  as  my  paper  was  to  be  restricted  to  the  subject  above 
mentioned,  I  leave  others  to  bring  out  further  thought. 

I  trust  that  a  permanent  organization  may  be  formed  that,  like  the  National 
Fraternal  Congress,  shall  develop  to  be  a  power  for  good  and  mutual  advantage. 


THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  FRATERNAL  JOURNALISM. 

BY  D.  W.  GRRARD,  SUP.  CHIEF  TRIBE  OF  BEN-HUR  AND  EDITOR  OF  THE  **CHARlOT." 

The  power  of  the  press  in  shaping  public  opinion  and  controlling  individual 
thought  is  simply  tremendous.  The  silent  forces  that  emanate  from  the  printing 
presses  of  the  civilized  world  more  completely  dominate  public  thought  and 
shape  political  action  than  the  edict  of  the  most  autocratic  ruler  on  earth. 
Without  the  press  civilization  and  enlightened  thought  could  not  exist. 

With  the  rise  of  fraternities,  especially  the  beneficial  fraternities,  there  came 
a  demand  for  a  class  of  papers  devoted  exclusively  to  the  advocacy  of  this  new 
method,  for  the  protection  of  the  homes  and  the  dependent  loved  ones  of  the 
common  people. 

At  first  these  papers  were  modest  in  size  and  expression.  The  new  gospel  of 
humanitarianism  and  self  help  was  scoffed  at  and  reviled  by  old  line  insurance 
companies  and  their  paid  allies. 

They  predicted  speedy  dissolution  and  disastrous  failure.  The  boldest  frater- 
nal papers  would  only  hold  up  the  banner  of  promise  and  wait  for  the  fulfillment 
of  their  prophecies. 

For  years  these  papers  were  only  the  chroniclers  of  the  happenings  of  the 
various  societies  they  represented.  But  as  time  passed  and  the  orders  continued 
to  grow  with  wondrous  rapidity,  discharging  promptly  all  obligations  to  their 
members  and  furnishing  safe  and  reliable  protection  at  less  than  one-third  the 
price  in  old  line  companies,  the  fraternal  press  assumed  a  bolder  front,  until 
to-day  the  ablest  advocates  of  common  sense  protection  are  the  papers  repre- 
senting the  various  fraternal  orders. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  tremendous  influence  of  these  various  publica- 
tions. From  small  sheets,  issued  semi-occasionally  by  the  beneficial  orders, 
most  of  them  are  now  large  newspapers  with  an  aggregate  monthly  circulation 
exceeding  two  and  one-half  million  copies.     Their  timidity  has  vanished  and 
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tbey  are  aggressively  fighting  the  battle  of  fraternal  protection  as  against  level 
premium  and  open  assessment  insurance. 

While  this  advance  has  been  very  great  and  the  good  accomplished  incom- 
parable, yet  it  seems  to  me  that  the  time  has  come  for  a  closer  union  and  more 
united  action  among  our  various  order  papers. 

We  are  battling  for  a  common  cause  against  a  common  enemy,  thoroughly 
equipped  and  liberally  supplied  with  all  the  munitions  of  active  warfare.  An 
enemy  strongly  intrenched  and  rich  in  legalized  plunder  and  robbery. 
An  enemy  that  would  corrupt  every  legislature  and  throttle  every  fraternal 
organization,  if  possible.  An  enemy  who,  but  for  the  Fraternal  Congress, 
through  Its  brave,  loyal  and  intelligent  committees,  would  have  driven  the 
beneficial  orders  from  two-thirds  of  the  States  in  this  Union,  and  scattered  our 
magnificent  army  of  fraternity  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven. 

The  editors  of  the  fraternal  press  should  be  able  to  gather  a  rich  lesson  from 
the  magnificent  results  attained  by  the  Fraternal  Congress.  When  the  orders 
united  they  won  constant  victories.  When  the  managers  of  the  fraternal  press 
unite  upon  a  common  line  of  action,  they  will  become  irresistible. 

There  is  a  common  ground  upon  which  each  fraternal  journal  may  stand 
without  disloyalty  to  the  order  it  represents.  I  would  not  have  you  abat^  one 
line  of  defense  of  your  particular  order,  nor  omit  a  single  argument  to  show 
that  you  belong  to  the  best  division  of  the  army,  but  please  remember  that  while 
Tou  belong  lo  a  division,  possibly  the  largest,  finest  and  best  equipped,  that 
your  supreme  duty  is  to  the  great  army  of  fraternity,  and  not  to  the  division 
alone. 

In  the  bloody  days  from  '61  to  *65,  '*  The  Boys'*  were  loyal  to  their  various 
corps  commanders,  and  constantly  sounded  the  praise  of  Sherman,  Sheridan, 
Rosecrans,  Logan,  Wallace,  McPherson,  Mead,  Hancock,  or  whoever  might 
have  been  their  immediate  commander,  but  they  never  forgot  that  over  and 
above  all  their  beloved  generals  was  the  great  hearted  Lincoln,  and  the  match- 
less commander  Grant,  guiding  and  controlling  the  great  struggle  for  freedom 
and  human  right. 

Let  us  consider  some  of  the  common  grounds  upon  which  the  fraternal  press 
may  stand  without  sacrificing  their  loyalty  to  the  various  societies  they  repre- 
sent ;  first, 

FRATERNITY. 

This  is  the  bed  rock  upon  which  every  true  Order  must  be  founded.     It  is  so 
broad  and  so  strong,  that  every  man  and  woman  in  the  civilized  world  may 
stand  upon  it,  and  may  be  made  happier,  purer  and  better  by  doing  so.     It  is 
11 
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the  culmination  of  the  '*  Sermon  on  the  Mount  ^  and  the  glorification  of  the 
sublime  doctrine  of  the  '*  Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the  Brotherhood  of  man."  It 
should  be  set  in  caps,  and  double  leaded,  in  every  issue  of  our  respective 
papers ;  second, 

PROTECTION. 

Our  fraternal  journals  should  constantly  insist,  and  imperatively  demand, 
that  the  protection  offered  by  the  various  fraternal  orders  must  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  insurance  offered  either  by  the  old  line,  or  open  assessment 
companies.  They  are  as  wide  apart  as  the  poles;  as  different  as  light  and 
darkness.  One  glows  with  fraternal  love  and  confidence,  the  others  are  the 
sordid  contracts  of  cultured  Shylocks. 

We  cannot  emphasize  this  difference  too  strongly — the  future  of  fraternity 
depends  upon  it.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the  Legislatures  of 
many  States  have  confirmed  this  position  by  the  passage  of  the  **  Uniform  Bill." 
The  courts  have  decided  that  our  orders  are  not  insurance  corporations.  The 
mails  are  open  to  us  because  of  this  construction.  The  word  insurance  is  a 
misnomer  when  found  in  the  fraternal  vocabulary.  It  is  too  weak  and  too 
sordid.     Protection  is  the  only  word  that  can  definitely  express  our  mission. 

Its  definition  is  ''defense,  shelter  from  evil,  preservation  from  loss,  injury  or 
annoyance."  Our  mission  is  to  defend  the  living,  care  for  the  sick,  bury  the 
dead,  and  provide  financial  aid  for  the  loved  ones,  in  event  of  death. 

Moses  evidently  referred,  prophetically,  to  the  fraternal  beneficial  orders, 
when  he  said,  **  Let  them  rise  up  and  help  you,  and  be  your  protection."  Pro- 
tection is  our  strong  power  of  defense— our  bulwark  of  safety.  When  we 
abandon  it,  we  write  "Ichabod"  over  the  doorway  of  our  lodge  rooms.  If 
this  convention  does  nothing  more  than  adopt  a  common  code,  by  which  the 
word  insurance  is  banished  from  the  columns  of  the  fraternal  press,  and  the 
word  protection  substituted,  it  will  have  accomplished  a  mighty  work.  Let  us 
get  squared  away  on  the  right  track.  Let  us  determine  '*  where  we  are  at.^ 
When  we  do  this,  the  members  of  the  various  orders  will  begin  to  learn  that 
they  belong  to  fraternal  beneficial  societies,  and  not  insurance  companies  ; 
third, 

HARMONY. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  utmost  harmony  of  action  should  exist  among  the 
friends  of  fraternity.  Odious  comparisons  of  the  other  fraternal  orders  should 
never  find  a  place  in  our  columns. 

Always  draw  them  with  the  enemy ;  never  with  friends.  As  well  one  division 
of  an  army  pouring  shot  and  shell  into  the  ranks  of  another  division  of  the  same 
army,  as  the  organ  of  one  of  our  great  beneficiary  orders  assailing  the  businesa 
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methods  and  personal  character  of  another  great  beneficial  order.     Grape  and 
cannister  for  our  enemy  ;  cheers  and  encouragement  for  our  friends ;  fourth, 


LIBERAUTY. 

If  either  of  us  have  a  good  thought,  an  advanced  idea,  or  in  possession  of  a 
fact  new  and  startling,  we  should  gladly  share  it  with  our  slower  neighbor,  and 
thank  God  for  our  superior  smartness. 

Our  organs  must  furnish  ammunition  for  a  host  of  untiring,  zealous  and  intel- 
ligent organizers,  without  whom  they  were  not ;   by  whom  they  are. 

Without  whose  untiring  zeal  and  intelligent  labor  the  mighty  host  of  fraternity 
would  not  be.  By  whose  magnificent  work  the  grand  army  of  fraternity  is 
to-day  the  marvel  of  the  century,  and  the  most  stupendous  factor  for  good  in  this 
country.  These  busy  workers,  on  the  picket  line,  among  the  **  Sappers  and 
Miners,*'  sleepless  and  untiring,  are  depending  upon  the  fraternal  press  for  the 
ittighty  arguments  and  clear  illustrations  that  will  enable  them  to  protect  our 
orders  from  danger,  press  the  battle  to  the  enemies'  gates,  and  win  a  mighty 
victory. 

The  common  people  are  with  us.  They  have  solved  the  problem  of  practical 
self  help,  by  the  aid  of  '*  fraternity  upon  business  principles." 

Old  line  insurance  has  no  charm  for  them — they  have  found  a  better  way. 
Our  special  mission  is  to  the  banker  and  business  man  who  have  been  too  busy 
to  investigate,  and  whose  eyes  have  been  blinded  by  that  army  of  so-called 
assets,  which  are  in  reality  largely  liabilities.  Into  this  mission  field  the  Frater- 
nal Press  should  send,  with  each  issue  arguments  so  strong,  so  terse,  so 
trenchant,  that  the  business  man  would  soon  demand  to  know  what  proportion 
of  the  annual  premium  paid  on  his  old  line  policies  was  applied  to  the  mortality, 
legal  reserve  and  expense  elements.  He  is  now  too  busy  to  get  this  informa- 
tion, and  the  old  line  agent  is  too  smart  to  raise  the  question. 

The  demand  will  come  some  day,  so  stropg,  so  insistent  and  so  universal 
that  a  showing  must  be  made.  When  it  is  made  the  scales  will  drop  from  the 
eyes  of  the  business  men,  and  they  will  become  our  strongest  advocates. 

In  the  presence  of  this  vast  possibility  for  good  the  Fraternal  Press  can 
afford  to  be  liberal  with  each  other,  and  unitedly  plan  for  an  aggressive  advance 
all  along  the  line  ;  fifth, 

BUSINESS   METHODS. 

The  combined  circulation  of  the  Fraternal  Press  is  so  great,  and  the  character 
of  its  readers '  so  good,  that  shrewd  advertisers  will  soon  realize  their  value  if 
given  an  opportunity  to  test  them. 
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This  yeiy  important  question  will  be  fully  presented  by  Bro.  Sackett,  oi  tfae 
*'  Keystone  Workman,"  whose  large  experience,  and  firm  grasp  of  the  sknation 
will,  doubtless,  enable  him  to  present  some  plan  by  which  we  may  secure  large 
advertising  patronage  at  remunerative  rates. 


HOW  TO  BRING  THIS  ABOUT. 

The  Fraternal  Press  should  form  an  association  during  the  session  of  the 
Fraternal  Congress.  It  should  be  followed  by  annual  meetings,  and  the  largest 
opportunities  given  for  exchange  of  ideas.  We  should  adopt  some  plan  by 
which  we  could  secure  the  best  and  brightest  thoughts  of  the  ablest  writers,  in 
our  general  fraternity,  for  publication  in  our  various  papers.  To  this  end,  the 
association,  if  formed,  should  select  a  special  committee  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  Fraternal  Press  Committee  appointed  by  the  National  Fraternal  Con- 
gress, in  devising  some  plan  by  which  we  may  secure  such  papers  Let  these 
two  committees  carefully  prepare  a  list  of  subjects  vital  to  our  system  of  pro- 
tection, publish  this  list  in  all  the  fraternal  papers  and  request  the  preparation 
of  papers  bearing  upon  one  or  more  of  these  subjects,  by  every  advocate  of  the 
fraternal  system. 

Fix  a  definite  time  when  such  papers  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  committee ; 
after  their  reception  this  committee  should  meet  and  carefully  examine  and 
select  at  least  twelve  of  the  strongest  papers  and  empower  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Fraternal  Press  to  furnish  one  article  each  month  to  each  of  the 
papers  whose  order  is  represented  in  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  and 
request  its  publication.  By  this  means  we  will  not  only  secure  co-operative 
action,  but  the  best  thoughts  of  the  strongest  writers.  These  various  articles 
will  bear  the  stamp  of  approval  of  a  committee  clothed  with  authority  and  com- 
petent  to  select  the  very  best  from  among  those  submitted. 

This  is  the  age  of  education  and  intelligent  inquiry.  The  hard  pinching  times 
have  driven  men  to  study  the  best  means  of  protecting  their  families  at  the 
lowest  possible  cost,  consistent  with  safety. 

Convince  them  that  ours  is  the  best  method 'and  they  will  gladly  accept  it. 
Arm  our  members  and  workers  with  facts  and  figures. 

Give  them  reliable  data;  clinch  the  truth  with  strong,  unanswerable  argu- 
ments ;  send  these  forth  with  each  monthly  issue,  and  we  will  soon  find  the  old 
prejudices  giving  away,  unity  of  action  will  be  secured  among  our  orders,  and  a 
vast  increase  of  new  members  will  be  secured  from  among  those  who  have 
hitherto  stood  aloft  because  they  distrusted  our  ability  to  grant  them  reliable 
protection. 
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Consider  the  good  that  may  be  accomplished  by  the  publication,  from  month 
to  month,  of  these  carefolly  prepared  articles  in  every  fraternal  paper  in  the 
country.  Every  organizer  and  every  member  of  the  various  fraternal  beneficial 
orders  will  be  supplied  from  month  to  month  with  the  very  best  possible  argu- 
ments with  which  to  convert  the  unbeliever  and  demolish  the  sophistries  of  the 
old  line  agents. 

Let  the  grand  army  of  fraternity,  now  two  million  five  hundred  thousand, 
be  fully  equipped ;  every  soldier  supplied  with  abundant  ammunition  and  ready 
to  obey  every  command  ;  every  division  swinging  into  line  with  the  steady  tread 
of  veterans ;  no  discord,  no  confusion  ;  every  eye  to  the  front,  keeping  step  to 
the  music  of  home  and  fireside,  all  marching  under  the  grand  banner  of  Protec- 
tion, then  will  the  closing  years  of  this  century  witness  grander  victories  for  fra- 
ternity than  all  the  years  that  have  passed. 

We  cannot  overestimate  the  importance  of  the  fraternal  press  in  bringing 
about  these  grand  results,  and  as  members  of  this  association  we  should  so 
marshal  our  forces  that  we  may  at  all  times  present  a  solid  front  to  the  enemy  ; 
press  forward  until  every  opposing  force  is  in  our  possession,  and  poverty,  the 
queen  of  the  world's  misfortunes,  has  been  dethroned  and  a  kingdom  of  univer- 
sal brotherhood  established  that  shall  endure  until  the  end  of  time. 


BENEFIT  OF  CO-OPERATION  TO  FRATERNAL  JOURNALISM. 

BY  U,   F.    VANBUSKIRK,  EDITOR  OF  THE   '*  FRATERNAL  MONITOR." 

The  subject  assigned  me  is,  as  I  interpret  it,  a  review  of  the  benefits  to  accrue 
to  fraternal  journalism  through  a  sensible  and  practical  line  of  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  its  exponents.  This  naturally  includes  hot  only  an  interchange  of 
views  as  to  matters  of  editorial  policy,  but  as  regards  the  financial  end  as  well. 
For,  be  it  known,  no  journal  is  a  complete  success  until  it  has  placed  itself  on  a 
financial  plane,  which  means  independence  in  all  that  this  word  legitimately 
means. 

On  the  assumption  that  frankness  and  candor  are  to  have  a  place  in  these 
deliberations ;  that  we  propose  to  mutually  unbosom  ourselves  as  to  our  many 
and  diverse  woes,  to  the  end  that  they  be  dissipated  ;  that  the  weak  points 
apparent  in  our  armor  be  mended — it  is  with  this  idea  in  view  I  venture  a  few 
ot)servations  which  I  hope  will  be  accepted  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  are 
intended,  and  then  to  be  taken  for  just  what  they  are  worth. 

First. — The  opinion  is  hazarded  that  there  are  too  many  people  who  cherish 
the  fond  delusion  that  transcendent  glory  and  undying  fame  are  at  the  journal- 
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istic  gop\.  Little  do  they  reckon  ^^the  perils  that  await  them  ;  of  the  pitfalls 
that  will  be  dug  for  them  ;  of  the  tribulations  that  are  in  store  for  them.  Like 
the  gentle  zephyrs  of  a  June  morning  are  the  blandishments  of  their  friends  who 
urge  them  to  take  the  false  step.  Their  ambitions  beckon  them  on,  and  in  an 
unguarded  moment,  the  announcement  is  heralded  broadcast  that  a  **  long  felt 
want"  is  about  to  be  supplied.  For  a  time  things  go  smoothly.  Enthusiasm 
brushes  aside  the  spectres  that  occasionally  arise.  These  finally  become  more 
and  more  portentous,  until  the  erstwhile  enthusiasm  becomes  dampened,  then 
chilled,  and  then  comes  the  untimely  frost  which  either  nips  this  bud  of  promise 
or  causey  it  to  emerge  from  its  chrysalis  state  to  a  broader  and  higher  plane  of 
usefulness. 

Second.  Lack  of  appreciation  of  work  done  and  results  secured  have  a  most 
depressing  effect.'  And  who  has  not  had  this  experience  ?  Those  not  familiar 
with  the  work  are  apt  to  have  a  most  hazy  conception  of  the  arduous  labors  in- 
volved. Imagination  is  a  fickle  jade.  Sometimes  she  pours  forth  her  gifts  with 
an  abandon  calculated  to  engulf  those  on  whom  they  are  showered.  Again,  she 
is  so  coy  and  inconstant  that  the  most  arduous  wooing  fails  to  elicit  anything  of 
a  coherent  or  tangible  nature.  She  is  so  contradictory  and  erratic  when  in  these 
moods,  that  woe  betide  the  hapless  individual  who  essays  to  place  his  views  on 
record  when  thus  environed.  Yet.  the  paper  must  come  out,  the  sonorous  voice 
of  the  compositor  for  "copy  ''  is  relentless  ;  there  are  yet  several  inches,  feet  or 
yards  of  space  to  be  filled.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  that,  in  isolated  cases,  the  ed- 
itor has  had  recourse  to  the  cup  that  for  the  time  being  drowns  sorrow  ? 

Third.  A  great  many  editors— this  is  not  limited  to  editors  of  fraternal  publi- 
cations— are  expected  to  work  ^'  for  the  good  of  the  cause  "  and  board  among 
their  relatives.  The  glory  of  the  position  compensates  for  the  work  involved. 
And,  indeed,  the  woods  seem  to  be  full  of  those  who  do  bushiess  on  this  basis. 
Against  all  such  the  representatives  here  should  lift  up  their  voices  in  a  diapason 
that  will  carry  consternation  and  conviction  to  the  hearts  and  minds  of  all  whose 
distorted  perspective  may  be  otherwise.  We  need  good,  strong  fraternal  publi- 
cations.    We  need  those  which  will  mould  thought  as  well  as  echo  sentiment. 

At  the  head  of  these  we  need  warriors  capable  of  not  only  scotching  the  ser- 
pent of  villification  and  misrepresentation,  but  of  killing  it.  We  need  those 
who  will  not  crawl  into  a  bomb-proof  cell  when  there  is  some  journalistic  pow- 
der to  be  burned.  We  need  those  who  can  recognize  enemies  when  they  come 
in  the  garb  of  friends,  and  who  will  warn  their  readers  of  them.  In  other  words, 
while  what  may  be  termed  wild-horse  journalism  should  not  be  encouraged, 
that  which  stands  on  the  watch-towers  of  fraternalism  and  which  gives  warning 
of  danger  should  be  more  in  evidence  To  secure  such  men,  it  is  necessary 
that  they  be  paid,  and  amply  paid,  for  their  services.  False  economy  means 
the  spoiling  of  paper  which  would  otherwise  be  valuable. 
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And  now,  having  set  forth  briefly  some  of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered, 
reference  to  the  possibilities  of  the  future  is  in  order.  The  ethics  of  fraternal 
journalism  are  far  reaching.  This  branch  of  this  vast  system  possesses  an  im- 
porunce  which,  it  is  believed,  has  not  been  fully  lived  up  to  in  the  past.  We 
have  been  going  up  and  down  through  this  land  preaching  the  doctrines  of  fra- 
ternity, co-operation  and  unity  of  effort,  yet  up  to  this  time  we  have  contented 
ourselves  with  desultory,  disorganized  effort.  We  have  met  opposition  in  a 
listless*  inert  manner.  When  a  co-worker  in  the  field  has  been  assailed,  we  have 
too  often  shirked  responsibility  by  stating  that  this  and  that  evil  may  exist  in 
some  organizations,  but  not  in  ours.  Perhaps  others  have  replied  similarly  when 
we  have  been  assailed.  What  is  the  logical  result  ?  Have  not  the  opponents  of 
the  cause  been  given  an  opportunity  to  use  the  deadly  parallel  against  the  entire 
system  with  telling  effect  ?  Have  not  these  contradictory  utterances  been  the 
most  difficult  problems  with  which  we  have  had  to  grapple  ?  Far  better  would 
it  have  been  to  have  met  the  issue  on  the  broad  basis  of  system  If  errors 
exist,  correct  them.  If  questions  of  principle  come  up ,  let  us  meet  them  as  a 
system,  remembering  that  these  broad  questions  touch  us  whether  we  be  named 
individually  or  not. 

Another  feature  possesses  more  than  passing  value.  Left  to  ourselves  we  are 
apt  to  become  narrow.  We  have  difficulty  to  see  virtue  in  anything  beyond 
the  purview  of  our  own  interests.  By  coming  together,  discussing  mooted  ques- 
tions, comparing  notes  and  getting  acquainted,  we  realize  that  there  are  heights 
and  depths  we  have  not  yet  sounded  ;  our  ideas  are  broadened  even  by  hearing 
our  own  views  expressed  in  different  language  by  others  ;  features  and  propo- 
sitions we  have  hitherto  regarded  with  suspicion  are  robbed  of  their  supposedly 
iniquitous  provisions  by  a  frank  explanation  of  the  principles  upon  which  they 
rest.  In  other  words,  we  lose  that  positive,  self-sufficient  feeling  and  otherwise 
soften  the  asperities  of  life,  not  to  speak  of  that  comradeship  and  community  of 
interesu  which  make  us  better  and  more  intelligent  exemplars  of  that  grand  old 
system  of  human  endeavor — Fraternity. 

Let  us  now  view  co-operation  among  the  fraternal  journals  from  a  financial 
standpoint.  If  not  narrowed  down  to  given  adaptations  of  fraternal  co-opera- 
tion, the  combined  circulation  of  the  journals  will  aggregate  a  total  of  fully 
three  millions  of  subscriptions.  The  circulation  of  the  journals  represented  in 
the  National  Fraternal  Congress  is  fully  half  this  number.  The  people  among 
whom  these  journals  regularly  circulate  are  the  most  desirable  from  an  adver- 
tising standpoint.  They  comprise  the  most  thrifty  and  frugal  of  that  great  mid- 
dle class  which  constitute  the  bone  and  sinew  of  this  country.  Assuming,  as 
advertising  agencies  do,  that  there  are  five  readers  to  each  subscriber,  what  a 
magnificent  field  is  offered  to  the  intelligent  advertiser. 
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Reference  to  our  esteemed  contemporaries  shows  that  the  opportunities  here 
afforded  have  not  been  seized  upon.  It  will  not  be  attempted  to  set  forth  why 
this  has  not  been  done  in  the  past.  Let  it  be  sufficient  to  state  that  here  is  a 
subject  which  deserves  earnest  and  careful  thought.  Were  the  journals  to  band 
together,  establish  a  rate  based  upon  each  1,000  of  circulation,  absolute  equity 
could  be  maintained,  and  an  additional  revenue  of  no  small  proportions  be 
secured.  Of  course,  this  would  require  time  and  intelligent  effort — ^but  it  is 
worth  these.  Some  central  agency  could  be  established,  a  commission  paid  for 
business  secured,  or  all  could  unite  in  defraying  the  expenses,  and  reaping  the 
profiu.  This  would  also  be  effective  in  removing  some  of  the  undesirable  or 
deceptive  advertisers  which  may  be  found  in  some  fraternal  publications. 

There  are  other  combinations  which  could  be  made  by  a  body  of  this 
character.  Mutuality,  co  operation,  fraternity— these  embrace  inchoate,  generic 
ideas  which  have  a  place  in  every  human  mind  and  heart.  Let  us  look  at  the 
field  from  a  broad,  expansive  standpoint.  What  boots  it  as  to  the  limits  of 
individual  interests  !  These  are  comprehended  in  the  interests  of  all.  We  ^1 
must  sow  and  water  as  the  orders  themselves  have  done.  And  the  results  will 
be  worth  the  effort.  The  seed  we  sow  must  sprout,  burst  the  clod  and  come 
before  the  world  before  it  can  become  the  great  Banyan  tree  with  unnumbered 
roots  and  with  widely  spreading  branches,  which  will  shelter  the  homeless  and 
fatherless  of  the  earth.  Our  opportunities  are  great.  We  only  need  to  embrace 
them. 
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PAPERS  PRESENTED. 


THE  FUTURE  OF  FRATERNAL  BENEFICIAL  SOCIETIES:   WHAT 

SHALL  IT  BE? 

BY  H.  C.  SESSIONS,  OF  THE  ANaSNT  ORDER  UNITED  WORKMEN. 

Having  once  been  a  member  of  this  Congress  and  for  many  years  a  student 
of  the  possibilities  of  Fraternal  Beneficial  Societies,  I  have  watched  with^ke^n 
ioterest  the  discussions,  and  especially  the  declarations,  of  what  seemed  to  be 
tb«  cooseasus  of  opinion  of  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  has  expressed  itself  in  no  uncertain  manner,  and  has  yielded  an 
important  influence  in  two  directions,  beneficial  to  all  the  associations  which  are 
members,  and  indirectly,  all  organizations  which  do  an  assessment  business. 

The  ififluence  of  the  Congress  in  formulating  a  uniform  bill,  and  its  aggressive 
action  in  securing  its  passage  in  many.  States,  and  in  preventing  hostile  legisla- 
tion in  others,  has  been  a  most  important  and  beneficial  service.  While  the 
primal  object  has  been  to  secure  protection  and  fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of 
the  law  oflBcers  of  the  Stages,  it  has  done  this  and  more,  it  has  secured  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  public  and  its  officers. 

The  second  and  most  important  and  far-reaching  service  performed  by  the 
Congress  when  it  endorsed  the  report  of  its  Special  Committee  on  Vital  Statis- 
tics in  1895,  when  said  committee  had  the  courage  of  its  convictions  and  an- 
nounced in  the  language  of  that  report  that  there  were  only  two  correct  princi- 
ples upon  which  to  conduct  the  business  of  fraternal  beneficial  organizations, 
and  at  the  same  time  announced  that  roost  of  the  plans  upon  which  the  great 
orders  were  working  were  faulty,  and  should  be  remedied.  This  was  a  warning 
signal  that  put  every  organization  upon  inquiry  as  to  the  correctness  of  its 
methods,  and  it  came*  none  too  soon,  as  the  associations  have  found  upon  inves- 
tigation. 

This  startling  admission  by  the  Congress  has  led  to  a  study  of  the  correct 
principles  involved  in  co-operative  protection  and  to  an  effort  by   the  leading 
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men  to  put  their  associations  upon  a  basis  which  embraces  perpetuity  rather  than 
cheapness  and  temporary  popularity.  The  education  emanating  from  the  Con- 
gress has  been  so  potent  and  widespread  that  the  public  is,  today,  demanding 
perpetuity  rather  than  cheapness,  and  in  this  is  a  most  encouraging  sign  for  the 
future.  The  influence  of  the  report  of  the  committee  has  been  most  beneficial 
in  so  far  as  it  announced  correct  principles  and  gave  warning  of  faulty  plans 
already  in  use. 

It  seems  to  me,  however,  that  the  Congress  stopped  short  of  its  high  privilege, 
if  not  its  duty  to  the  public  and  the  large  mass  of  members  already  interested 
in  the  societies  composing  the  Congress,  when  it  admitted  that  the  principles  of  a 
level  rate  with  a  reserve  were  correct,  that  it  did  not  ascertain  and  recommend 
at  least  the  minimum  rates  necessary  to  create  an  adequate  surplus  fund  to  meet 
the  cost  of  maturity. 

In  leaving  the  minimum  rates  undetermined,  are  not  the  doors  left  open  for 
other  and  further  mistakes  by  associations  which  adopt  reserve  plans,  perhaps 
as  vital  to  their  pepetuity  as  their  original  plan  ?  It  leaves  the  way  open  for 
fraud  and  fraudulent  schemes  with  inadequate  rates,  which,  in  time,  will  bring 
correct  principles  into  discredit  by  their  improper  use.  There  is  another 
danger,  aside  from  those  above  mentioned,  to  associations  upon  a  reserve  plan. 
Already  three  insurance  departments  in  this  country,  two  in  the  United  States 
and  one  in  Canada,  have  given  more  or  less  attention  to  this  subject  of  minimum 
rates  in  their  reports  The  Hon.  J.  Howard  Hunter,  inspector  of  insurance  in 
Canada,  recommended  in  his  last  annual  report  that  the  government  fix  a  mini- 
mum rate  for  all  assessment  associations  on  a  reserve  plan,  and  gave  the  net 
annual  cost  for  a  level  rate  based  upon  the  Canadian  experience. 

In  the  early  history  of  assessment  insurance  in  England  the  companies  or 
associations  were  left  to  fix  their  own  rates.  In  time  the  government  stepped  in 
and  fixed  the  rates  for  them.  Such  will  be  the  logical  outcome  in  this  country  if 
this  Congress  neglects  to  fix  minimum  rates  and  secure  their  adoption  in  the 
different  States  and  provinces. 

The  associations  doing  business  on  a  level  rate  and  collecting  a  fixed  number 
of  assessments  per  annum,  carrying  all  to  surplus  except  that  used  in  paying 
death  losses,  are  by  inference  educating  their  members  and  the  public  to  believe 
they  are  collecting  ample  for  matuirty.  If  such  associations  are  not,  they  will  be 
devoid  of  surplus  at  the  time  of  their  greatest  need,  and  are  simply  postponing 
the  time  of  failure  instead  of  guarding  against  it. 

My  only  desire  in  this  respect  is  to  call  the  attention  of  the  reserve  associa- 
tions to  some  of  the  dangers  that  will  beset  them  in  the  future  unless  they  plant 
themselves  firmly  upon  the  solid  rock  of  ample  rates.     By  ample  rates  I  do  not 
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mean  old  line  rates,  for  I  believe  and  know  that  less  rates  are  ample.  The  point 
that  I  desire  to  emphasize  is  that  with  good  management  certain  rates  are  neces- 
sary to  perpetuity  upon  the  reserve  plan.  Such  rates  are  easily  determined, 
especially  to  a  new  society,  and  if  the  societies  do  not  take  action,  the  depart- 
ments will  in  the  near  future. 

If  we  examine  closely  the  past  history  and  progress  of  fraternal  beneficial 
societies  and  search  for  the  causes  of  their  popularity  and  almost  unprecedented 
growth  and  growing  confidence  among  the  people,  they  will  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  the  aim  of  the  societies  has  been  to  supply  protection  to  the  home  at  cost, 
eliminating  all  investment  features  and  reserves.  The  same  conditions  and 
demands  exist  to-day  as  have  existed  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century.  Up  to 
the  session  of  this  Congress  in  1895,  nearly  all  the  societies,  members  of  this 
Congress,  had  been  doing  business  upon  a  plan  of  collecting  only  sufficient 
assessments  to  discharge  current  deaths.  This  had  been  the  aim  of  the  founders 
of  most  of  the  societies  and  the  expectation  of  the  membership.  And  such 
claims  and  such  services  found  a  responsive  chord  in  the  public,  which  united 
with  these  societies  with  a  rapidity  and  confidence  heretofore  unknown  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  To- day  a  large  number  of  societies  are  working  upon  the 
current  cost  plans  which  the  Congress  has  pronounced  faulty.  It  becomes  of 
the  highest  importance  to  such  societies  if  they  shall  continue  to  fulfill  the  mis- 
sion that  brought  them  into  being,  that  is,  to  provide  protection  to  the  home  at 
actual  cost  as  it  matures,  to  have  some  light  upon  the  remedy  to  be  applied  to 
their  present  plans.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  able  committee  of  this  Congress 
in  1895  announced  the  reserve  principle  and  the  step  rate  principle  as  correct,  and 
add  the  latter  would  require  no  reserve.  The  committee  says  in  inference  to  the 
step  rate  plan,  that  *'  it  has  never  been  popular  for  several  reasons,  the  main  one 
being  that  it  has  never  been  understood,  and  another  one  is  that  heavier  pay- 
ments are  required  with  increased  ages,  which  in  advanced  years  amounts  to 
practical  prohibition." 

The  casual  investigator  is  interested  in  the  step  rate  plan  until  he  reads  the 
words  '*  which  in  advanced  years  amounts  to  practical  prohibition,"  and  takes 
this  dictum  of  the  committee  as  a  truth  and  condemns  the  principle,  and  ceases 
investigation. 

What  is  necessary  for  perpetuation  ?  Simply  that  a  society  shall  be  able  to 
meet  the  cost  of  maturity  at  such  reasonable  cost  to  members  and  the  public  as 
to  be  desirable  to  both  when  that  time  is  reached.  What  is  the  cost  at  maturity 
for  $2,000  protection  ?  It  varies  in  such  old  line  companies  as  have  sufficient  age 
to  be  at  maturity  in  this  country  from  $22  to  $36  per  annum.  It  follows  that 
the  cost  at  maturity  will  range  between  the  above  figures,  providing  as  favorable 
an  age  distribution  can  be  maintained  by  the  fraternals  as  by  the  old  line  com- 
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panies.  If  the  cost  is  kept  reasonable  to  the  public  with  proper  effort,  it  is 
believed  as  favorable  an  age  distribution  can  be  maintained  and  at  as  reasonable 
cost. 

If  the  societies  which  are  working  upon  faulty  plans  are  left  only  the  choice  of 
two  plans,  the  reserve  and  the  step  rate,  it  becomes  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
know  something  of  both. 

In  a  reserve  plan  the  rate  at  age  of  entry  is  loaded  so  that  a  member  in  the 
early  years  of  membership  pays  more  than  the  mortuary  cost  at  that  age.  The 
surplus,  after  deducting  the  actual  mortuary  liability  incident  to  his  age,  from 
year  to  year  is  carried  to  a  surplus  or  emergency  fund,  and  is  invested  by  the 
associations  for  the  member.  In  time  the  level  payment  he  pays  will  become 
less  than  his  actual  mortuary  liability  to  the  society,  but  this  difference  he  has 
paid  for  in  his  early  years  of  membership,  and,  if  the  rates  of  the  association 
were  adequate  at  the  start,  and  the  aftsociation  has  been  prosperous,  careful 
and  conservative  in  its  investments,  it  will  be  able  to  carry  out  its  contract  of  a 
level  rate  without  increasing  the  number  of  assessments  ;  it  not,  it  will  have  to 
resort  to  increasing  the  number  of  assessments,  as  most  level  rate  societies 
reserve  the  right  to  do.  Upon  the  reserve  or  level  plan,  the  sum  of  the  liability 
of  a  member,  at  any  age,  is  divided  by  the  number  of  years  of  membership,  or 
paying  years,  and  the  quotient  becomes  the  level  rate. 

In  the  step  rate  plan,  with  no  reserve,  the  actual  cost  only  is  collected,  which 
makes  such  a  plan  cheaper  in  the  early  years  of  membership,  and  the  cost  in- 
^  creases  with  the  advancing  age,  and,  with  no  loading  of  the  younger  members 
to  help  pay  the  cost  of  older  members  would  in  time  become '  so  high  as  to 
amount  to  prohibition.  This  would  be  the  case  if  each  member  only  pays  his 
proportion  of  the  actual  cost  incident  to  his  age.  The  step  rate  plan,  however,  is 
susceptible  of  many  modifications,  the  raise  in  rate  may  be  stopped  at  any  age. 
One  of  the  societies  which  has  adopted  it  stops  the  raise  at  age  fifty,  with  a  limit 
of  twelve  assessments ;  another  society  which  has  adopted  it  continued  the  raise 
to  age  sixty,  with  a  limit  of  twelve  assessments. 

The  raise  in  rate  from  age  of  entrance  to  the  age  when  the  raise  ceases,  pro- 
duces much  more  income  per  member  than  if  the  same  rates  at  age  ol  entry 
remained  level,  and  does  away  in  a  large  part  with  the  necessity  for  a  reserve. 

The  difference  in  the  way  of  income  upon  the  reserve  plan  and  step  rate  pita 
is  best  shown  by  taking  865,000  members  and  applying  the  rates  and  distribo- 
tion  of  membership  of  a  society,  not  a  member  of  this  Congress,  but  a  society 
twenty  years  old  which  is  attempting  to  build  up  an  adequate  reserve  or  sorplos 
fund  with  twelve  assessments.  Twelve  assessments  at  its  rates  would  prodoce 
$7,665,000  or  $21  per  member,     Nine  assessments  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  classified 
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Lbvbl  Plam. 
12  Assessments. 

21  to  94 

$14.40 

25  to  27 

16.80 

80  to  84 

18.00 

85  to  89 

19.20 

40  to  44  t 

21.60 

45  and  over, 

24.00 
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rate,  would  produce  about  the  same  amount,  or  |21  per  member.     If  fifteen 

years  are  added  to  the  ages  of  the  865,000  original  members,   no  more  in-' 

come  would  be  realized  upon  the  level  rate  plan,  but  the  income  from  nine 

classified  assessments,  in  the  fifteenth  year,  would  be  $8,285,000  more  than  on 

the  level,  and  the  income  would  have  been  increasing  each  year  upon  the  step 

rate  plan,  and  would  have  remained  stationary  upon  the  level.  In  other  words, 

if  the  death  rate  has  increased  from  10.5  per  1,000  to  15  per  1,000,  the  nine 

classified  assessments  have  been  ample  to  discharge  maturity  liabilities,  while 

the  income  on  the  level  rate  plan  has  only  been  sufficient  for  a  death  rate  of  10.5. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  the  rates  of  both  plans  : 

Aocc  Stsp  Ratb. 

^^*'^-  9  Assessments. 

21  to  24  $10.80 

25  to  29  11.70 

80  to  84  12.96 

85  to  89  14.90 

40  to  44  18.00 

45  to  49  28.58 

50  and  ovei^,  82.04 

Of  course,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  that  it  is  my  belief  that  the  level 
rates  above  are  not  adequate  for  perpetuity. 

As  before  pointed  out,  upon  the  step  rate  plan,  the  advance  in  rate  does  away 
with  the  necessity  for  any  reserve  up  to  the  age  at  which  the  raise  stops,  from  that 
age  to  the  end  of  life  there  will  be  a  deficiency  in  the  difference  between  the  pay- 
ments of  the  members  over  fifty-five  and  the  liabilities  from  deaths  from  these 
members.  This  is  disposed  of  in  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  rates  by  loading  the  rates  of  all 
members  below  the  age  of  fifty-four,  from  entry  to  that  age.  At  maturity,  twelve 
assessments  is  considered  ample  to  discharge  the  mortuary  liability  under  a 
normal  distribution  of  members.  If  abnormal  distribution  cannot  be  maintained 
it  will  destroy  all  mathematical  calculation,  whether  upon  the  step  rate  or 
reserve  plan.  The  annual  cost  in  both  is  dependent  upon  the  distribution  of 
members  from  age  twenty-one  to  the  highest  age  attained  or  until  ninety  is 
reached  by  the  oldest  member. 

In  the  step  rate  plan,  properly  adjusted,  and  with  rates  properly  equated  be- 
tween the  ages  we  have,  the  fulfillment,  as  well  as  the  demonstration  of.  the 
often  advanced  theory,  that  in  the  first  years  of  membership  a  member  pays 
slightly  more  than  cost,  and  if  the  member  lives  and  retains  his  membership 
until  after  the  raise  in  rate  ceases,  he  has  protection  for  the  balance  of  his  life  at 
less  than  cost. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  paper,  it  has  been  my  aim  to  point  out  the  way  of 
perpetuation  open  to  fraternal  beneficial  societies  upon  the  step  rate  or  reserve 
plan. 
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I  believe,  however,  that  the  legitimate  field  for  such  societies  is  to  carry  pro- 
tection for  its  members  without  a  large  reserve.  I  have  endeavored  to  throw 
some  light  upon  the  principles  involved,  and  the  application  of  the  reserve  and 
step  rate  plans  to  an  individual  member  in  the  following  examples.  The  rate  in 
a  level  or  reserve  plan  must  be  as  much  in  the  beginning  as  at  maturity,  for 
with  each  individual  member  the  association  is  equating  the  cost  in  order  to  give 
a  level  rate.  I  have  therefore  used  the  rates  proposed  by  J.  Howard  Hunter, 
inspector  of  insurance  of  Canada,  under  the  heading  **  Net  Plan  ;"  and  the  old 
line  rates  under  '*  Old  Line  Plan  ;'*  and  13  assessmenu,  or  the  cost  at  maturity, 
under  **  A.  O.  U.  W.  Plan."  An  association  upon  the'Step  Rate  Plan  with  am- 
ple rates  for  maturity  is  not  required  to  collect  more  than  sufficient  assessments 
to  discharge  current  deaths  while  arriving  at  maturity.  Therefore  a  society 
upon  the  Step  Rate  Plan  is  upon  an  actual  cost  basis  at  all  times,  but  when  mt- 
turity  comes  has  ample  income  to  meet  the  cost  of  a  normal  distribution.  Your 
attention  is  invited  to  the  following  examples : 

1st.     Example  of  $2,000  protection,  age  85  at  entry  ;  cost  between 

Step  Rate 
Agc«  Net  Plan.  Old  Line.  A.  O.  U.  W. 

85  to  89 $82.24  $54.20  $19.92 

40to44 82.24  54.20  24.24 

45to49 82.24  54.20  31.44 

Total  payment  15  years $488.60  $818.00  $872.00 

Overpayment : 
Net  Plan,  $111.00. 
Old  Line  Plan,  $541.00. 

The  rates,  fifty  and  over,  are  level  t)]ereafter  on  all  three  plans,  and  are  as 
follows  :     Net  Plan,  $82.72 ;  Old  Line,  $54.20 ;  Step  Rate,  $42.72. 

2d.     Example,  $2,000  protection,  age  40.     Cost  while  between 

12  Aas'ts  Step  Rate 
Ages.  Net  Plan.  Old  Line.  A.  O.  U.  W. 

40to44 $89.44  $64  40  $24.24 

45  to  49 89.44  64.40  81.44 

Total  payment  15  years $894.40  $644.40  $278.40 

Overpayment : 
Net  Plan,  $116.00. 
Old  Line.  $866.60. 

The  rates,  fifty  and  over,  are  level  thereafter  on  all  three  plans,  and  are  as 
follows  :     Net  Plan.  $89.44  ;  Old  Line,  $64.40;  Step  Rate,  $42,72. 
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8d.     Example,  $2,000  protection,  age  45  at  entry.     Cost  while  between 

\  12  An'ts  Step  Rate 

Agefc  NctPUn.  Old  Line.  A.  O.  U.  W. 

45to49 $48.64  $78.30  $81.44 


Total  payment  5  years $342.70  $391 .00  $157.30 

Overpayment : 
Net  Plan,  $85.50. 
Old  Line,  $388.80. 

The  rates,  fifty  and  over,  are  level  thereafter  on  all  three  plans,  and  are  as 
follows  ;    Net  Plan,  $48.54;  Old  Line,  $78.30;  Step  Rate.  $42.72. 

I  believe  that  in  the  foregoing  I  have  pointed  out  the  way  for  an  impartial  in- 
vestigation into  the  merits  of  the  reserve  and  step  rate  plans,  and  the  adapta- 
bility of  the  latter  to  associations  which  desire  to  continue  upon  a  current  cost 
plan. 


THE  EFFECT  OF  SELECTION    EXERCISED   BY    WITHDRAWING 

MEMBERS. 

BY   FREDERICK  A.    DRAPER,    HOME  CIRCLE. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  plan  of  operation  practiced  by  the  American  benefit 
societies  places  no  restriction  upon  retiring  members.  Free  exit  is  open  to  them 
at  all  times,  and  large  numbers  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege.  We  may  well 
consider  whether  this  can  with  safety  be  allowed  to  continue. 

The  experience  of  our  societies  and  insurance  companies  alike  show  that 
immediately  after  examination  the  mortality  rate  of  members  is  much  less  than 
in  the  community  at  large,  but  this  favorable  condition  in  time  disappears,  till  in 
many  ages  the  condition  is  reversed.  Some  cause  is  operating  them  besides  the 
natural  and  normal  forces  which  affect  the  general  population.  It  can  arise 
from  no  other  cause  than  the  selection  which  the  members  exercise  against  the 
order  by  withdrawing.  It  should  not  be  hastily  concluded,  however,  that  the 
effects  here  indicated  are  due  to  a  lack  of  care  in  the  admission  of  new  entrants. 
for  if  such  were  the  case  it  would  soon  manifest  itself,  whereas  in  the  earlier 
years  of  membership  a  low  death  rate  is  experienced. 

The  advance  in  the  mortality  rate  is  especially  true  in  the  young  ages,  the 
favorable  effects  of  selection  by  the  order  disappearing  much  sooner  than  with 
the  older  ages.  This  is  due  to  the  relatively  large  number  of  withdrawals 
among  the  young,  they  not  having  the  persistency  of  the  older  ones.    It  becomes 
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Tery  desirable  for  thb  reason  to  make  it  attractive  for  the  young  by  oflfering 
every  inducement  for  them  to  repiain. 

It  is  generally  recognized  that  this  continual  withdrawal  of  members  has  an 
adverse  effect  upon  the  cost  to  those  remaining.  Every  member  studies  his 
personal  interests  as  against  the  interests  of  the  membership  at  large.  If  he 
finds  anything  in  his  physical  condition  that  indicates  an  early  death,  he  will  use 
every  effort  to  retain  his  membership.  Those  societies  that  assist  sick  and  dis- 
tf  essed  members  by  assuming  their  dues  are  thereby  but  accenting^the  operation 
of  this  selection.  It  is  carrying  out  the  teachings  of  fraternity,  but  it  must 
be  paid  for  by  the  persistent  member  and  should  be  fully  understood  by  them. 
An  inquiry  in  the  '*  proof  of  death"  blank  as  to  whether  the  deceased  had  e^er 
received  financial  assistance  from  the  order,  would  give  in  our  older  societies 
much  valuable  data.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  member  is  healthy  and  wishes 
to  withdraw,  there  is  but  little  inducement  other  than  the  fraternal  bond  to  pre« 
vent  his  doing  so.  This  factor  is,  however,  a  very  important  one,  not  present  in 
a  purely  business  insurance  company,  and  exerts  a  favorable  influence. 

How  far  the  increasing  cost  incident  to  the  early  years  of  a  society  has  oper- 
ated to  induce  lapses  is  a  local  question.  It  is  evident  from  the  experience  of 
some  of  the  societies  here  represented  that  this  increasing  cost  has  caused  many 
to  withdraw  who  were  mainly  in  good  health,  and  that  the  members  who  have 
continued  with  them  were  poorer  in  health  than  the  average  mass  of  member- 
ship. Had  there  been  embodied  in  their  plan  of  operation  the  proper  safeguards, 
such  orders  would  have  possessed  the  necessary  recuperative  ability  without 
recourse  to  the  increased  tax  upon  the  members,  which  in  turn  increased  the 
withdrawals. 

Large  and  continuous  growth  may  conceal  the  visible  effect  of  this  adverse 
selection,  nevertheless  the  impairment  is  there,  becoming  pronounced  in  time  if 
not  fully  offset  by  suitable  means. 

It  is  important  that  the  several  societies,  noubly  the  older  ones,  observe  their 
experience  with  a  view  to  adopting  adequate  checks  against  such  selection. 
Justice  to  the  persistent  member  requires  it.  Those  who  faithfully  dischaiige 
their  obligations  to  the  order  have  a  right  to  look  to  it  for  the  protection  of  their 
interests.  Let  the  first  consideration  be  to  protect  the  persistent  member. 
When  this  is  done,  and  not  until  then,  have  we  a  right  to  consider  the  claims  of 
an  individual  who  turns  from  the  order  and  withdraws. 

It  is  evident  that  those  who  retire  should  not  be  permitted  to  do  so  at  the 
expense  of  those  remaining.  Unless  each  retiring  member  has  left  behind  him 
as  a  surrender  charge  the  equivalent  to  the  loss  his  act  has  placed  upon  those 
remaining,  the  withdrawal  has  been  a  positive  injury  to  persistent  members. 
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The  measure  of  that  loss  is  the  actual  difiference  in  the  insurance  value  of  the 
lives  that  retire  and  those  that  remuin. 

Persistent  members  should  be  protected  against  the  dangers  that  now  threaten 
them  through  the  unrestricted  right  of  withdrawal  allowed  where  no  compensa- 
tory charge  is  made.  Our  fraternal  character  enjoins  us  to  use  equity  in  the 
treatment  of  all  members,  but  it  is  far  removed  from  equity  to  permit  the  faith- 
less individual  who  withdraws  to  exercise  this  privilege  to  the  detriment  of  the 
persistent  ones.  From  the  inception  of  the  beneficial  society  the  organizations 
have  practiced  an  ill  considered  generosity  at  the  expense  of  those  who  have 
made  this  grand  benevolence  a  possibility. 


THE  FRATERNAL  SYSTEM  vs.  PATERNAL  INSURANCE. 

BY  J.    MC  KINSTRY,    ROYAL  ARCANUM. 

If  •*  brevity  be  the  soul  of  wit,"  then  shall  this  paper  be  an  inspiration  to  the 
understanding. 

The  title  is  perhaps  a  misnomer,  for  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  suggest  that  the 
paternal  system  of  life  insurance,  as  exemplified  by  the  old  line  systems,  with 
their  centralized  governing  bodies,  owing  no  allegiance  to  their  constituency, 
conducted  primarily  for  profit  and  on  supposedly  business  principles,  for  the 
benefit  of  their  shareholders  and  incidentally  for  the  advantage  of  their  patrons, 
is  altogether  wrong. 

Nor  that  the  fraternities,  with  representative  forms  of  government,  knit  by 
closest  ties  of  fellowship,  furnishing  protection,  not  for  profit  nor  for  personal 
gain  of  any  favored  class,  but  at  lowest  economic  cost,  and  furnishing  not  a  life 
benefit  merely,  but  the  added  sweetness  of  a  heaven-bom  sympathy  are  fully 
and  entirely  perfect  in  their  plans.  Each  system  has  its  uses  and  its  points  of 
merit,  and  a  judicious  admixture  is  desirable. 

But  in  these  days  of  fierce  competition  for  business  it  is  necessary  that 
closest  scrutiny  be  observed,  lest  being  carried  away  by  specious  tales  we  err  in 
our  conclusions.  It  is  a  favorite  pastime  for  the  agents  of  old  system  compa- 
nies to  predict  the  utter  ruin  and  downfall  of  the  fraternal  assessment  organisa- 
tions within  a  limited  time,  seemingly  utterly  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  history, 
which  lieth  not,  points  with  stern  and  unwavering  finger  to  the  fact  that  over 
ninety  per  cent,  of  their  vaunted  companies  have  failed  and  gone  to  the  wall 
and  proved  gigantic  failures,  while  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  assessment 
organizations  which  have  attained  sufiicient  size  and  age  and  national  character- 
istics to  enable  them  to  afiiliate  with  this  Congress,  not  one  has  ceased  to  be. 
IS 
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The  old  system  companies,  utterly  ignoring  all  fair  and  candid  argumeot, 
rely  upon  misleading  statements  based  upon  false  premises  for  their  upbuilding. 
The  fraternal,  strong  in  their  integrity  and  the  justice  of  their  cause,  continue  to 
thrive  because  they  represent  the  highest  mission  of  man,  the  upbuilding  of 
Christian  sympathy  and  the  propagation  of  brotherly  love. 

The  old  system  company,  Shylock  like,  stands  knife  and  scale  in  hand  per- 
petually crying,  **give."  No  matter  if  starvation  peers  in  at  the  windows, 
*'  give."  No  matter  if  emaciated  with  cruel  illness,  the  victim  lies  helpless,  sec- 
ing  his  hungry  little  family  and  his  worn  out  helpmate  in  tears  and  unable  to 
lift  a  finger  to  aid,  "  give."  What  matter  if  he  has  paid  during  his  connection 
with  his  company  over  and  above  the  necessary  mortality  cost  a  norore  than 
equal  amount  for  '*  reserve  "  which  should  render  his  policy  secure,  and  this  re- 
serve untouched  is  in  the  cofifers  of  the  company,  "  give,"  **  or  have  policy  for- 
feited.'* No  gentle  token  or  timely  aid  comes  to  him  in  his  hour  of  need.  Only 
the  monotonous,  soulless  words,  '*  give,  give,  give.'*  **  Give,*'  though  -  children 
starve.  **  Give,*'  though  winter's  chilling  blast  whistles  through  the  open 
crannies  of  the  fireless  hearthstone.  '*  Give,"  though  virtue  shudders  and  life 
expires,  while  enriched  by  the  lordly  salaries,  paid  from  extortionate  expense 
funds,  the  numerous  oflScers  and  servitors  of  these  boastful  companies  loll  at 
their  ease. 

How  diflferent  with  the  fraternal  orders.  Each  to  the  other  bears  a  brother's 
part.  No  exorbitant  charges  for  unnecessary  expense  and  miscalled  '*  reserve," 
weigh  down  our  members  and  rob  their  families  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  In 
times  of  sorrow,  of  illness  and  distress,  gentle  words  of  sympathy  freighted 
with  heavenbom  blessings  greet  the  ears  of  the  suffering  ones,  and  about  them 
the  mighty  arms  of  a  host  of  great-hearted  men  and  brothers  are  extended  to 
shield  and  bless  and  protect  them.  No  heartless  creditor  stands  at  the  open 
door,  with  notice  to  evict,  but  love  exemplified,  takes  her  place  there,  relieves 
the  debt — and  her  radiant  presence  sheds  life,  and  strength,  and  hope,  and 
foretaste  of  returning  health  o'er  all  around. 

Over  $200,000,000.00  have  been  saved  to  the  members  of  beneficiary  fraternal 
orders  in  the  single  item  of  expenses,  and  over  $30,000,000  has  been  left  in 
their  pockets  against  a  time  of  need,  in  the  item  of  so-called  reserves. 

The  old  line  companies  think  only  of  themselves.  They  legislate  to  retain  in 
the  hands  of  the  favored  few  full  and  complete  control  of  all  their  business 
operations. 

They  recognize  no  righu  on  the  part  of  the  assured  save  such  as  the  law  com- 
pels, and  they  ever  stand  ready  to  Uke  advantage  of  every  technicality  in  their 
favor. 
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The  fraternal  beneficiary  societies,  standing  on  the  broad  plane  of  sympathet- 
ic brotherhood,  recognize,  to  the  fullest  extent,  the  rights  of  all,  and  aim  to  lur- 
nish  protection  for  home  and  friends  at  lowest  possible  cost,  while  they  would 
scorn  to  take  unfair  advantage  of  any  member,  and  in  addition  to  all  this,  over 
and  around,  encircling  the  orders,  floats  the  golden  haze  of  brotherly  love  and 
Christian  charity. 

Truly  fancy  lags  behind  fact.  The  imagination  becomes  barren  and  uninvent- 
ive  in  the  presence  of  facts  such  as  these.  We  ponder  and  we  bless  the  day 
when  inspiration  from  the  highest  source  led  to  the  founding  of  our  orders. 
Now  let  us  guard  them  well. 

To  be  successful  the  fraternities  must  have  their  foundation  laid  upon  correct 
business  principles.  Having  laid  such  foundation,  let  them  never  forget  the 
impulse  which  conceived  them  and  brought  them  forth. 

During  the  past  few  years  a  spirit  of  investigation  has  permeated  our  frater- 
nal orders.  Determined  that  the  future  shall  be  rendered  safe  beyond  perad- 
venture  for  their  beneficiaries,  they  have  studied  well  the  life  insurance  data  and 
have  compared  the  same  with  the  experience  they  themselves  had  gained,  and 
eliminating  the  items  of  personal  gain  and  expense,  have  revised,  when  nec- 
essary, their  assessment  ratings,  and  have  made  wise  provision  for  any  future 
contingencies.     This  was  and  is  well ;  it  was  the  part  of  wisdom  and  prudence. 

But  the  fraternal  orders  must  not  forget  the  source  from  which  sprang  their  in- 
spiration, and  the  heaven-born  power  which  has  in  a  short  space  of  a  score  of 
years,  placed  them  as  the  acknowledged  leaders  in  the  business  of  providing 
protection  for  the  family  when  the  care  taker  is  taken  hence. 

Wisely  and  well  have  the  leading  minds  in  the  fraternal  field  studied  the  prob- 
lems which  the  ever  recurring  years  laid  before  them.  •  Patiently,  and  with  ma- 
ture deliberation,  have  they  studied  and  sought  a  remedy  for  every  weakness, 
whether  real  or  implied  ;  they  have  successfully  performed  their  mission,  now 
let  the  bugle  sound  the  recall  to  the  principles  of  our  original  faith,  and  let  all 
again  do  battle  for  home  and  friends,  under  the  banner  of  brotheriy  affiliations 
and  love. 

Let  it  not  come  to  pass  that  in  the  ardor  of  our  pursuit  after  theoretical  sound- 
ness and  sutistical  stability  we  lose  sight  of  a  power  mightier  than  all,  the 
power  of  brotherly  love,  the  power  which  Christ  exemplified,  and  which  is  the 
foundation  of  all  life  worthy  the  name.  To  this  power  we  owe  our  present  suc- 
cess.    By  this  power  we  will  ever  conquer. 

But,  says  an  old  line  adherent,  **  this  is  but  sentiment."  True  it  is,  but  senti- 
ment has  inspired  the  most  heroic  action,  the  most  consummate  effort.      What 
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was  it  but  sentiment  that  inspired  the  crusaders  of  old  and  brought  about  the 
conquest  of  the  Holy  Land.  What  but  sentiment  that  centuries  before  impelled 
the  Roman  soldiery  to  follow  the  eagles  and  the  banners  inscribed  S.  P.  Q.  R.. 
wherever  of  nations  or  of  lands  men  could  be  found  to  subdue.  We,  in  our  own 
fair  land,  need  no  reminder  of  the  power  of  loyal  sentiment  to  incite  yigorous, 
maqly  deeds. 

Let  no  candid,  thinking  mind  decry  the  power  of  sentiment.  Eliminating 
from  our  figures  as  we  do  the  larger  portion  of  the  expense  account  collected 
by  the  old  line  companies,  we  must  make  use  of  the  fraternal  sentiment  to  en- 
hance our  growth  and  promote  our  longevity. 

We  depend  upon  our  loyalty  and  enthusiasm  of  our  membership  to  bring  ac- 
cessions to  our  ranks.  We  ask  our  brethren  to  do  this  labor  as  actuated  bj 
that  faith  which  looks  not  for  pecuniary  gain,  but  is  impelled  by  pride  in  our  or- 
ganization and  that  diviner  impulse  which  will  make,  of  each  worthy  man  i 
brother.  Without  this  impulse  we  can  but  run  the  risk  of  failure.  Money  alone 
will  not  supply  the  want — the  fact  that  over  90  per  cent,  of  old  line  companies, 
all  organized  to  conduct  their  aflfairs  on  so-called  business  lines,  have  met  with 
ignominious  failure,  a  large  number  of  them  during  the  period  of  our  own 
growth  and  success  attests  our  superiority,  and  demonstrates  that  the  sacred  ties 
that  bind  one  brother  to  another  promote  a  loyalty  to  our  institutions  and  their 
business  afifairs  that  money  cannot  duplicate. 

All  their  boasted  **  reserve''  and  ''business  methods"  (save  the  mark),  could 
not  save  these  hundreds  of  old  system  companies  who  have  gone  ;  why  ?  Be- 
cause they  lack  the  cohesive  quality  and  the  stubborn,  unswerving  loyalty  which 
is  a  product  of  fraternal  life.  Herein  then  lies  the  primal  diflference  between 
the  fraternal  and  the  paternal  systems.  The  former  is  carried  on  to  triumphani 
success  by  willing  hands  backed  by  loyal  hearts.  The  latter  must  depend  for 
growth  and  sustenance  upon  the  selfish  effort  of  its  paid  subordinates.  The 
former  swings  apart  its  hospitable  doors,  hung  on  golden  hinges  wet  with  holj 
oil,  and  bids  its  membership  seek  within  in  time  of  trouble  the  comfort  and  sym- 
pathy of  a  home.  It  makes  a  reality  of  the  sentiment  **  That  faith  has  still  its 
Olivet  and  love  its  Galilee."  The  latter  closes  its  wicket  in  time  of  distress  and 
clinking  the  coin  within  its  coffers,  cries  for  more. 

I  do  not  decry  a  moderate  reserve  ;  I  rather  favor  it.     I  believe  in  porsuiof  I 
proper  investigations  along  business  lines  to  render  our  future  assured.     Bm  I 
again,  I  urge,  let  us  not  forget,  while  pursuing  our  business  investigations,  to 
keep  alive  the  holy  fires  of  fraternity,  which  shall  make  bright  the    day  of 
promise.     Let  each  and  every  order  kindle  anew  this  flame  upon  its  sacred 
altars.     Then  shall  a  larger  measure  of  success  attend  us  than  ever  before,  and 
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we  may  view  our  marvelous  progress,  not  with  the  splendor  of  the  dreamer's 
eye,  but  as  the  sober  certainty  of  waking  bliss.  Another,  feature  comes  to 
mind,  and  it  is  within  the  especial  providence  of  this  Fraternal  Congress  to 
regulate  and  control.  Each  one  of  our  orders  should  consider  itself  bound  by 
invisible  ties  of  honor  and  of  friendship  to  every  other.  No  jealous  rivalries 
should  be  permitted  to  exist.  No  association  should  be  accused  of  endeavoring 
to  proselyte  the  membership  of  another.  AH  should  work  together,  actuated  by  a 
common  purpose,  and  in  perfect  harmony.  Said  Lord  Brougham,  **  Associations 
for  the  assurance  of  lives  are  to  be  ranked  among  the  very  noblest  institutions 
of  civilized  society,  and  their  usefulness  can  be  attested  by  thousands  of  happy 
and  independent  families  rescued  by  their  means  from  the  bitterness  of  poverty 
and  the  degradation  of  charity.'*  Let  the  friendships  formed  between  us  at  these 
Congress  sessions  pervade  our  entire  orders,  so  that  our  business  may  be  con- 
ducted on  the  highest  plane  of  honorable  emulation. 

I  might  enter  into  a  lengthy  dissertation  upon  the  relative  merits  of  rival  sys- 
tems ;  this  is  not  my  purpose.  I  only  hope  to  revivify  our  fraternal  life,  so  that 
as  we  approach  the  closing  hours  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  bask  in  the 
sunshine  of  an  advanced  and  advancing  civilization,  we  may  remain  true  to  the 
cardinal  principles  of  our  faith,  true  to  the  best  interests  of  our  fraternities 
true  to  our  highest  manhood,  true  to  our  God. 

Friends,  in  our  fraternities,  shall  our  magnificent  system  be  permitted  to  pine 
and  starve  in  your  hands  ?    **  Di  pro  Aide  f^  minas  ;  Di  talem  a  avertiit  casiumy 

:y  Will  you  not  each  one  of  you  go  forth  from  these  consecrated  walls  to  mingle 

l;^*^  in  your  daily  avocations  of  life,  resolved  that  ye  will  not  be  wanting  to  the 

^  spotless  fame  of  fraternity,  to  the  hopes  of  the  nation,  to  the  destinies  of  our 

\^'  system  of  protection. 

^^,  **  Long  as  man's  needs  remain 

^^  Throughout  Earth's  wide  domain, 

^^^^  While  oceans  roll ; 

**^  May  friendship  welded  here, 

^  On  through  each  coming  year, 


'Till  heaven*8  bright  dawn  appear, 
Enrich  the  soul." 


i0p^ 


^'^ 
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WHAT  OF  TO-MORROW? 

BY   F.    W.    SEARS,    NATIONAL   RESERVE  ASSOCIATION. 

It  has  been  said  by  some  sage  or  wit,  I  know  not  which,  that  **  to-morrow 
never  comes." 

X  Possibly  it  is  because  of  their  full  and  trusting  belief  in  the  truthfulness  of 
his  saying  that  causes  many  of  our  sister  fraternities  to  rest  so  securely  to-day, 
providing  only  for  to-day  and  giving  no  thought  of  to-morrow. 

Some  of  our  fratemals,  to  my  mind,  possess  the  greatest  inconsistency  pos- 
sible. Applicants  are  urged  to  join  their  ranks,  not  because  they  are  expected 
to  die  to-day,  for  if  such  was  the  case  the  order  would  not  accept  them,  but 
because  they  will  die  sometime  to- morrow,  yet  the  order  simply  provides  for  the 
collection  of  enough  money  with  which  to  pay  its  losses  should  the  member  die 
to-day,  no  provision  whatever  being  made  if  he  lives  through  to-day  and  dies 
to-morrow. 

The  order  itself  fails  to  make  the  provision  which  it  urges  and  entreats  the 
individual  member  to  make.  '^Consistency,  thou  art  a  jewel.**  Whether  the 
saying  that  ' '  to-morrow  never  comes  "  is  true  or  not,  matters  little.  We  all 
know  that  the  day  of  judgment  comes  to  every  individual  and  to  every  institu- 
tion. Will  we  be  ready  to  face  that  day  ?  Have  we  been  true  to  ourselves  and 
therefore  true  to  those  who  place  their  confidence  in  us  ?  Have  we  in  our  blind 
ignorance  taught  our  members  that  they  could  get  something  at  way  below 
actual  cost  or  something  for  nothing,  if  they  would  only  come  with  us  ?  Have 
we  understood  that  there  is  a  material  difference  between  actual  cost  and  cutrent 
cost ;  that  actual  cost  means  the  collection  each  year  of  the  average  cost  through 
out  life,  accumulating  a  surplus  in  the  early  years  to  be  drawn  upon  later  in 
life;  that  current  cost  simply  covers  death  losses  that  occur  each  year  and 
means  a  low  cost  while  young,  increasing  each  year  with  advancing  age,  until  ii 
becomes  so  excessive  in  old  age  as  to  practically  force  the  member  out  entirely  ? 
To  the  healthy  and  young  member  of  to-day  my  subject,  **  What  of  to  morrow?" 
is  of  vital  interest.  To  such  a  member  it  means  everything.  He  can  no  more 
afford  to  place  the  future  happiness  and  welfare  of  his  loved  ones  in  the  hands 
of  an  order  which  fails  to  provide  for  to-morrow  than  he  can  afford  himself  to 
neglect  providing  for  to-morrow.  Insurance  or  protection  (whichever  you  may 
call  it)  costs  money  the  same  as  anything  else,  and  that  cost  must  be  provided 
for  by  some  one  at  some  time,  otherwise  failure  is  the  inevitable  result.  To  say 
that  the  payment  of  $1.00  or  $2.00  is  an  adequate  and  suflScient  payment  to 
justify  a  bene'ficiary  receiving  $1,000  or  $3,000  is  an  insult  to  one's  intelligence 
and  would  put  to  shame  the  veriest  short  term  endowment  fake  that  ever  lived. 
Yet  I  doubt  if  there  is  any  order  represented  in  this  Congress  but  what  has  in 
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times  gone  past  made  such  large  payments  in  return  for  such  small  receipts. 
**  What  of  to-morrow?  •'  What  of  the  future  of  any  order  that  continue?  to  pay 
$2,000  for  $1.00  or  $3.00?  Is  it  possible  for  such  an  order  to  continue  indefi- 
nitely ?  I  do  not  see  how  it  can.  Its  *  *  to-day  *'  seems  to  me  will  be  very  short. 
It  may  be  as  brilliant  as  a  sky  rocket  while  its  '*  to-day  "  lasts,  but  its  **  to-mor- 
row" will  resemble  the  sky  rocket's  return  to  earth. 


ONE  RATE  WITH  A  RESERVE  FOR  ALL  BENEFICIARY  SOCIETIES. 

BY  DR.  H.  A.  WARNER,  KNIGHTS  AND  LADIES  OF  SECURITY. 

Notwithstanding  the  announcement  every  year  in  the  oflBcial  report  "That 
the  National  Fraternal  Congress  is  not  responsible  for  any  opinion  expressed  in 
any  paper  read  before  the  Congress,''  the  papers  read  and  the  opinions  expressed 
do  have  more  or  less  weight  and  influence,  according  to  their  strength  of  argu- 
ments presented  in  favor  of  the  subject  of  the  paper. 

Opinions  which  are  held  by  members  secure  consideration  and  are  given 
credit  according  to  their  merit  by  the  real  student  of  fraternal  beneficiary 
societies,  and  that  which  concerns  their  best  interests.  The  ideas  which  were 
first  presented  for  the  building  of  fraternal  societies  have  been  changed  as  time 
has  demonstrated  that  they  were  not  practical.  These  changes  have  been 
brought  about  by  the  discussions  of  the  various  questions  as  they  have  been 
presented ;  no  part  of  that  discussion  has  had  more  influence  than  that  which 
has  taken  place  on  the  floor  of  this  Congress. 

The  opening  of  these  discussions  has  usually  been  the  presentation  of  a 
paper  on  some  subject  which  the  writer  conceived  would  be  of  benefit  to  those 
connected  with  our  work.  This  has  led  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject  out  of 
which  good  has  come. 

The  history  and  the  growth  of  this  work  need  not  be  presented  to  the  members 
of  this  Congress ;  that  which  has  been  written  all  familiar  with,  and  that  part 
which  has  never  been  written  is  a  part  of  the  lives  of  these  noble  men  and 
women  who  listen  to  my  voice. 

How  memory  now  flies  back  over  the  years  since  you  first  took  hold  of  your 
work  for  the  individual  order  you  represent. 

Well  do  you  remember  the  days  of  toil,  the  nights  of  anxiety,  oh,  the  discour- 
agements which  have  been  met,  the  efforts  put  forth  to  overcome  the  diflSculties 
with  which  you  were  confronted. 

These  things,  these  memories  are  burned  in  ;  they  will  never  be  effaced  ;  you 
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would  not  have  them  blotted  out.  Step  by  step  we  have  gone  along,  year  after 
year  we  have  added  to  our  knowledge,  and  this  knowledge  has  been  formulated 
into  laws,  the  laws  which  govern  our  orders.  By  these  means  we  have  built  up 
the  great  system  of  which  we  are  all  justly  proud. 

The  work  of  the  future  must  be  no  less  grand  or  noble  than  the  past  With 
the  knowledge  we  have  gained  by  our  experience  we  are  better  prepared  for  the 
future  work  than  we  were  in  the  past.  Then  let  us  have  the  courage  of  our  con- 
victions and  be  ready  to  take  advanced  ground.  By  so  doing  we  shall  be  able 
to  leave  a  legacy  to  those  who  follow  in  our  places  which  will  be  imperishable. 

One  of  the  steps  which  it  is  now  necessary  for  us  to  take  is  to  place  this  noble 
structure  which  we  have  reared  beyond  reproach,  beyond  criticism,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  death  and  decay. 

This  can  be  done  only  by  applying  to  our  work  the  soundest  business  methods 
and  principles,  which  experience  has  taught  us  are  as  immutable  as  the  laws  of 
the  universe. 

We  are  dealing  with  life  and  death ;  these  are  controlled  by  laws  higher  than 
any  laws  we  can  make  ;  controlled  by  powers  higher  than  us  ;  over  the  question 
of  life  and  death  we  need  spend  no  time.  Life  will  come  to  others  as  It  came 
to  us ;  death  will  come  to  all.  That  which  concerns  us,  from  a  business  stand- 
point, in  the  work  which  we  are  engaged  in,  is  the  frequency  of  death. 

The  death  rate,  as  we  term  it,  there  can  be  but  one  death  rate  among  the  same 
class  of  people  in  a  given  territory,  hence  there  should  be  but  one  rate  of  as- 
sessment for  all  fraternal  beneficiary  societies. 

ONE  RATE   FOR   ALL. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  make  a  different  rate  for  those  following  some  occu- 
pations, or  for  those  living  in  certain  localities. 

Yet  the  proposition  is  true,  that  there  should  be  but  one  rate  of  assessment 
for  all  beneficiary  societies.  Because  a  person  carries  life  insurance  in  an  old 
line  company  will  not  make  him  live  longer  or  die  sooner,  the  same  is  true  of  a 
person  who  becomes  a  member  of  a  fraternal  beneficiary  society.  That  a  per- 
son has  become  a  member  of  a  certain  society  does  not  make  him  a  better  risk. 
The  membership  of  one  order  is  very  much  like  the  other  one.  excepting 
those  that  exclude  certain  hazardous  occupations,  and  in  some  cases  these  ex- 
clusions are  more  imaginary  than  real,  and  is  the  result  of  the  desire  \.q pander 
to  the  clamor  of  the  people. 

The  question  of  one  rate  for  all  societies  should  receive  the  thoughtful  consid- 
eration of  all  who  are    interested  in  the  future  of  our  orders,  or  in  the  work. 
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The  juggling  of  figures  and  tables,  the  playing  upon  the  ignorance  of  the  people 
with  this  or  that  table  of  rates,  does  not  change  the  real  facts  we  have  to  deal 
with — the  death  rate.  The  fraternities  should  get  together  on  this  matter  of 
rates;  there  should  be  an  adjustment  of  matters  among  ourselves.  Failing  to  do 
this,  the  time  will  come  when  we  will  be  forced  to  do  so  by  the  laws  of  the 
States,  the  criticism  coming  from  former  members  who  have  been  forced  to 
lapse,  owing  to  the  frequency  of  the  calls  or  by  the  order  ceasing  to  do  business. 

The  cry  of  the  orphan  and  the  widow  will  not  go  always  unheard.   Some  one  . 
will  take  up  their  cause,  and  when  this  is  once  done,  legislative  enactments  will 
follow  in  State  after  State. 

It  is  the  province  of  the  State  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  its  citizens. 
This  is  one  species  of  property;  they  ought  to  be  protected  in  it.  They  will  be, 
and  if  we  do  not  do  something  voluntarily,  the  time  will  surely  come  when  the 
minimum  rate,  at  least,  will  be  fixed  by  statutory  law.  It  should  not  be  possible 
to  make  the  charge  that  our  rates  are  inadequate,  and  that  we  can  not  stand 
simply  because  we  do  not  receive  enough  to  do  business  on.  Neither  should  it 
be  possible  for  an  order  to  seem  to  succeed  because  it  was  cheap.  If  those  in 
control  of  an  order  seek  praise  and  commendation,  let  it  come  as  the  result  of 
ability  and  energy,  and  not  as  the  result  of  the  amount  of  cheap  insurance  they 
have  had  ability  to  sell.  We  are  more  or  less  familiar  with  this  class  of  goods 
that  are  sold  by  the  itinerant  auctioneer. 

This  business  of  life  insurance,  as  carried  on  through  fraternal  societies, 
should  be  placed  above  this  plane;  it  should  stand  upon  its  merits  among  the 
legitimate  financial  transactions  of  our  times,  unquestioned  as  to  its  stability. 
The  mortality  element  in  the  old  line  companies  varies  but  a  few  cents  on  an 
annual  premium  ;  does  not  reach  an  amount  of  whole  dollars  on  a  year's  pay- 
ment. 

While  we  have  the  startling  spectacle  of  wide  variations  in  the  fraternities, 
each  one  being  **  a  law  unto  themselves,"  in  some  instances  the  assessment  at  a 
given  age  being  double  that  of  the  other.  Many  of  us  belong  to  a  half  dozen  of 
these  societies;  the  majority  of  the  membership  of  which  our  orders  are  com- 
posed belong  to  two  or  more.  When  a  member  dies  in  one,  he  dies  in  all  to 
which  he  belongs.  The  money  paid  to  the  beneficiary  consists  of  dollars;  in 
each  case  they  are  of  equal  value,  whether  paid  out  by  this  society  or  that  one. 
Yet  the  one  received  only  half  as  much  from  the  deceased  member  as  the  other 
one  did. 

Here  is  a  deficit  that  will  have  to  be-  made  whole  at  some  time,  by  some  per- 
son or  persons,  the  burden  of  which  falls  on  the  future  members,  but  the  time 
comes  when  the  making  of  repeated  deficiencies  good  becomes  too  great  a  bur- 
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den  to  bear,  and  one  by  one  the  bearers  relieve  themselves  by  sliding  out  from 
beneath  the  burden,  and  taking  up  one,  which,  for  the  time  being,  seems  lighter, 
leaving  those  who  are  physically  infirm  or  aged  to  carry  this  burden,  whicfi 
grows  with  the  succeeding  years,  only  to  be  crushed  in  the  end  by  its  ever  in- 
creasing weight. 

This  rate  should  be  that  which  experience  has  taught  us  would  be  sufficient. 
Take  either  the  actuaries'  table,  or  the  American  experience  table,  and  divide 
them  into  monthly,  or  bi  monthly,  or  quarterly  payments,  and  you  have  your 
starting  point. 

It  will,  in  all  probability,  be  advisable  in  the  orders  now  organized,  in  which 
it  is  necessary  to  change  their  plans,  to  use  a  graded,  not  with  a  step  up  to  fifty 
or  fifty-five  or  even  sixty  years,  when  a  large  number  of  members  are  now 
^bove  forty  or  forty- five. 

This,  however,  will  not  suffice.  The  start  has  but  been  made;  there  is  no  stand- 
ing still  once  started  ;  the  rate  which  we  have  started  will  not  meet  the  demands 
of  the  future. 

One  thing  more  must  now  be  added,  a  reserve  fund. 


RKSBRVB  FUND. 

The  amount  of  this  fund  which  will  be  required  must  be  sufficient  that  the  in- 
terest will  make  good  the  increased  amount  required  by  the  advance  in  mem- 
bership, which  always  brings  a  higher  mortality. 

This  amount  may  be  secured  in  several  ways.  By  taking  a  note  on  which  an- 
nual payments  are  made,  and  in  the  event  of  death,  before  the  full  amount  of 
the  note  is  paid,  the  balance  to  be  paid  by  the  beneficiary. 

A  per  cent,  of  the  assessments  can  be  put  aside  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
this  fund,  or  a  payment  may  be  required  from  the  person  when  membership  is 
obtained,  or  there  can  be  made  a  contract  in  the  certificate  between  the 
society  and  the  member,  that  a  stated  amount  shall  be  paid  to  a  reserve  fund, 
which  payment  shall  be  paid  each  year,  and,  in  the  event  of  death,  before  the 
whole  amount  is  paid,  the  balance  to  be  collected  at  the  time  of  pajrmeat  to  the 
beneficiaries. 

Having  learned  all  we  have  from  the  experience  of  the  past,  we  ought  to 
make  the  change  in  our  plans  which  this  experience  has  taught  us  are  necessary, 
that  our  system  of  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  may  be  as  enduring  as  time, 
and  we  will  control  all  the  business  of  the  future. 
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MORTUARY  COST. 

BY  J.  R.  SHEPARD,  UNITED  ORDER  OF  PILGRIM  FATHERS. 

In  ofFeriog  this  paper  for  consideration  it  is  not  presented  as  applicable  to  the 
condition  of  anj  or  of  every  order,  but  it  does  apply  directly  to  one,  the  United 
Order  of  Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  proportionately  to  all.  The  table  presented  is 
intended  to  show  how  the  ''Natural  Premium"  would  apply,  and  the  actual 
effect  it  would  have  on  an  Order  which  I  think  may  be  said  to  fairly  represent 
the  normal  condition  of  Fraternal  Assessment  Orders.  To  the  Order  with 
lower  death  rate  the  individual  cost  would  of  course  be  lower,  and  a  higher  rate 
would  make  a  higher  individual  cost,  but  always  in  the  same  proportion  in  either 
direction.  My  excuse  for  trespassing  on  your  time  is  this.  As  no  order  has 
had  more  than  one  year's  experience  with  the  modified  step  rate,  it  would  seem 
that  when  the  condition  of  an  order  is  so  known,  that  its  experience  for  three 
years  past  may  be  given,  did  the  step  rate  apply,  such  exhibit  might  have  more 
or  less  value  in  our  investigations.  Considering  what  has  been  done  by  several 
of  the  largest  and  oldest  orders  and  by  many  others  of  lesser  age  and  smaller 
membership,  and  the  investigations  now  under  way  in  every  order,  without  excep- 
tion, it  may  safely  be  said,  without  danger  of  denial  in  any  quarter,  that  the  ne- 
cessity of  doing  something  is  an  agreement  without  dissent.  If  what  I  may 
offer  does  not  agree  with  the  ideas  and  opinions  of  others,  it  will,  if  it  shall  in- 
vite criticism  and  discussion,  so  far  answer  its  purpose.  It  is,  I  think,  the  con- 
census of  opinion  looking  to  sure  relief  when  we  shall  '*  do  something,"  that  the 
"  Natural  Premium*'  or  ''  Step  Rate"  method  of  contribution  should  have  first 
consideration  from  the  fact  that  knowledge  of  this  is  required  before  any  modifi- 
cation of  it  can  understandingly  be  attempted.  At  risk  of  being  accused  of 
overstatement,  I  submit  as  admitting  of  no  denial,  that  the  ''Natural  Premium^' 
is  the  only  base  for  any  and  all  kinds  of  insurance  on  human  lives,  no  matter 
iu  form  or  name,  or  how  combined  ;  with  a  '*  Reserve*'  or  "Self  Insurance  ** 
feature  to  make  the  level  rate  of  the  Old  Line  Company,  or  joined  to  banking 
to  make  endowments  safe,  or  used  to  make  a  renewable  term  policy  ;  in  any 
and  evtry  way  it  applies,  and  no  matter  how  badly  twisted  in  application,  is  the 
starting  point  of  it  all.  If  this  be  so,  it  follows  that  all  who  have  heretofore 
promoted  life  insurance  of  any  kind  successfully,  with  future  certainty,  have 
been  guided  by  it,  and  no  man  or  set  of  men  can  now  or  at  any  time  set  aside 
or  in  any  degree  ignore  its  inexorable  dictum  of  fact  without  coming  to  grief, 
unless  the  danger  is  seen  in  time  to  make  change  while  change  for  good  is  pos- 
sible. 

The  desire  to  do  the  right  thing  is  universal,  and  the  query  is  just  as  universal 
"  what  is  the  right  thing?"  and  there  can  be  but  one  answer.  In  some  manner 
get  in  line  with  the  *'  Natural  Premium,"  or  actual  cost  of  the  insurance  or  pro- 
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tection.  If  the  plain  step  rate  meets  your  views,  but  is  going  to  be  prohibitive 
in  old  age,  modify  it  by  small  increase  on  younger  lives.  This  the  K.  of  H., 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  in  part  of  its  jurisdictions,  and  others  have  already  done. 
Some  have  adopted  a  plan  of  small  reserve,  and  claim  that  ample  provision  has 
thus  been  made  for  future  requirements.  These  plans  and  others  in  use  by 
some  of  the  members  of  this  body  are  open  to  inspection,  and  all  are  worthy  of 
most  careful  consideration.  But  to  them  all,  apply  the  test  (the  touchstone)  of 
the  ^*  Natural  Premium  "  with  its  control  on  advancing  age,  and  by  this  test, 
and  this  alone,  any  plan  must  stand  or  fall. 

The  plan  of  the  Natural  Premium  was  applied  in  this  exhibit  because,  first* 
as  has  been  said,  it  is  the  proper  groundwork  of  all  legitimate  insurance,  and 
second,  because  there  is  no  certain  point  of  departure  in  a  system  that  assesses 
cost  at  age  of  entry  to  continue  through  life,  because  the  cost  so  established  is 
continually  shifting  with  age,  and  an  attempt  to  meet  it  with  increase  in  number  • 
of  assessments  not  only  falls  short  in  performance,  but  constantly  increases  the 
inequality  between  those  of  the  same  age  and  hazard  who  happened  to  join  in 
different  years. 

In  order  to  adopt  any  plan,  or  even  to  consider  one,  the  condition  of  an  order 
should  be  known,  and  so  far  as  possible,  its  experience  one  year  with  another. 
In  hope  that  it  may  aid  some  enquiring  brother  to  some  extent,  I  offer  the  expe- 
rience of  the  order  of  which  I  know  most,  for  1894,  1895  and  1896,  assuming, 
that  it  had  proceeded  on  the  plan  of  the  natural  premium,  and  that  each  certi- 
ficate was  for  $1,000.00.  The  lives  at  hazard  and  the  death  rate  are  actual  in 
each  year.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  as  the  actuaries'  rate  is  based 
on  1,000  members,  or  $1,000  in  contributions,  it  was  necessary  to  scale  the 
mortuary  liabilities  of  the  order  to  the  same  proportion,  in  order  to  compare 
actual  individual  cost  of  the  order  under  consideration  with  the  cost  by  the 
"actuaries'  rate."  In  short,  it  is  not  what  we  did,  but  what  we  should  have 
accomplished  and  paid  as  individuals  had  we  an  equitable  rate  of  contribution. 
It  will  not  escape  notice  that  each  year  the  amount  required  at  every  age  in- 
creased in  an  almost  even  ratio,  even  in  an  order  whose  condition  is  normal  ; 
and  this  develops  the  fact  that  the'*  Natural  Premium  "must  be  so  adjusted 
that  there  shall  be  each  year  an  increment  of  interest  sufficient  to  meet  and 
counterbalance  this  element  of  increase,  due  solely  to  a  higher  average  of  a^. 
It  is  a  small  matter,  but  it  is  always  there.  If  it  should  be  thought  wisest  to 
collect  at  end  of  year  such  deficit  as  this  cause  would  produce,  then  the  question 
of  interest  is  laid,  but  one  or  the  other  will  be  required. 

Before  considering  the  table,  please  observe  the  facts  aa^'^below  set  out.  It 
will  be  noted  that  year  by  year  there  was  no  marked  gain  in  membership  or  re- 
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duction  in  the  mortuary  rate  tending  to  reduce  the  cost,  neither  was  there  a  fall- 
ing off  in  new  entrants,  or  marked  increase  in  suspensions,  or  other  open  factor 
that  should  materially  increase  the  cost,  but  such  factor  was  there  and  is  not  far 
to  seek.     Time  never  stands  still. 

The  actual  experience  of  the  order  under  consideration  was  as  follows  : 

For  the  yean                                1894                          1895  1896 

New  Entrants 2,068                   2,648  2,168 

Lost  by  Suspension 528                      598  668 

Lost  by  Death 150                      180  207 

Mortuary  Rate 8.5                      9.4  9.9 

Average  Age,  Dec.  81 41.25                  41.50  41.90 

Ratio  of  actual  deaths  to  ' '  actuaries'  rate," 61.1  65 . 6           69 . 3 

Total  Membership 18,185                 20,006  21,292 
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THE  VALUE  OF  CO-OPERATION  AMONG  THE  FRATERNITIES. 

BY  ALONZO  WAHDALL,  NATIONAL  AID   ASSOCIATION. 

This  is  truly  the  co-operative  age.  The  trend  of  thought  and  action  is  all 
toward  a  larger  and  more  perfect  co-operation  in  every  field.  The  manufact- 
urers combine  and  co-operate  successfully — the  railroads,  the  banks,  the  lawyers 
doctors,  all  find  that  the  old  axiom  of  the  single  stick,  and  the  bundle  of  sticks, 
is  becoming  more  and  more  in  evidence  with  each  recurring  year. 

And  at  last  the  people,  the  plain  people,  the  bone  and  sinew,  the  pride  and 
power,  of  the  age,  have  discovered  that  they  too  must  combine  and  co-operate 
together  would  they  secure  and  enjoy  the  blessings  and  comforts,  justly  and 
honestly  theirs.  And  they,  are  organizing ;  what  a  magnificent  array,  all  mus- 
tered in  the  past  third  of  a  century.  Within  the  memory  of  every  one  of  us, 
millions  on  millions  of  earnest  members  have'  enlisted  in  the  various  co-opera- 
tive societies  of  America,  as  well  as  abroad. 

In  England,  the  twenty -eight  Rochdale  Pioneers  of  half  a  century  ago,  with 
their  one  hundred  and  forty  dollars  capital,  have  grown,  until  they  have  enrolled 
under  their  co-operative  banners  one-seventh  of  the  population  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  transact  a  business  of  nearly  three  hundred  million  dollars  annually. 
Have  factories,  stores,  banks,  ships,  railroads,  colleges,  sanitariums  ;  build 
houses  and  insure. them,  and  the  lives  of  their  occupants. 

In  France,  co-operative  effort  turns  toward  agriculture,  in  production  and  dis- 
tribution, the  farming  societies,  hundreds  in  number,  joining  in  their  buying 
and  selling,  to  their  great  advantage. 

In  Germany  and  Italy^  co-operation  takes  the  form  of  co-operative  banking, 
which  has  proved  so  successful  that  an  American  Consul,  in  reporting  to  our 
Government,  says,  '*  In  the  forty  years  since  they  were  first  inaugurated,  they 
have  grown  to  great  power  and  strength,  and  better  still,  no  man  has  ever  lost  a 
penny  by  them." 

In  Australia,  co  operation  turns  toward  State  Socialism  ;  the  insurance  is  be- 
ing done,  and  well  done,  by  all  the  people  through  the  State  machinery,  a  system 
one  step  in  advance  of  our  own  fraternal  plan. 

In  Denmark,  in  the  past  sixteen  years,  the  farmer^,  backed  by  the  judicious 
encouragement  of  their  government,  have  revolutionized  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  the  kingdom  by  their  co-operative  dairying. 

In  the  United  States,  co-operative  building  and  loan  associations,  mutual  fire 
insurance  societies,  and  the  marvelous  fraternal  life  associations,  all  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  education  of  the  people  on  co-operative  lines,  and  their  determina- 
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tion  to  look  after  their  own  interests  in  their  own  way.  They  are  stepping  out 
into  new  paths,  and  at  every  mile-stone  they  realize  more  and  more  the  need 
of  the  counsel  and  help  of  their  brother  and  sister  workers  along  similar  lines. 

Hence  this  Congress  ;  we  have  come,  to  reason  together.  The  basic  purpose 
of  every  fraternal  society  is  to  benefit  its  members,  and  protect  their  interests 
and  the  interests  of  their  families.  This  is  done  by  co-operation,  pure  and 
simple.  In  a  larger  sense,  this  body  can  do  for  its  affiliated  societies  what  the 
society  does  for  its  individual  member — benefit  and  protect  each  society,  and 
advance  its  interests,  by  wise,  active  and  continuous  co-operative  effort. 

We  represent  far  the  most  powerful,  as  well  as  beneficent  interest,  numeri- 
cally and  financially,  in  the  United  States.  All  we  need  to  do  to  secure  prompt 
attention  and  compliance  with  all  reasonable  demands  (and  the  fraternities  will 
never  make  any  other)  is  to  secure  united  action,  through  an  authoritative  body, 
representing  all  the  societies.  For  this  purpose  the  Fraternal  Congress  might, 
be  organized  of  regularly  elected  delegates,  empowered  to  represent  their  socie- 
ties, and  funds  raised  by  a  small  per  capita  to  carry  out  its  purposes. 

Here  are  a  few  of  the  things  that  hearty,  well  directed  co-operative  effort 
might,  through  this  Congress,  bring  about,  greatly  to  the  convenience  and  well- 
being  of  our  individual  societies. 

1st.  By  securing  uniform  National  and  State  laws,  and  a  uniform  construc- 
tion of  them,  so  they  would  always  mean  just  what  they  said. 

2d.  Securing  the  adoption  by  the  State  authorities  of  uniform  report  forms, 
obviating  the  tedious  and  complicated  methods  now  in  force,  each  State  differ- 
ing from  its  neighbor. 

8d.  Provide  a  Board  of  National  Examiners,  selected  by  this  body,  adopt 
careful  rules  and  then  have  a  certificate  of  examination  by  them  ;  admit  to  any 
State  the  same  as  the  certificate  of  a  State  Norma^  School  admits  a  teacher  any- 
where in  a  State  without  further  examination. 

4th.  A  minimum  assessment  rate  could  be  agreed  upon  and  maintained,  be- 
low which  a  society  could  not  accept  and  continue  in  the  association,  and  uni- 
form membership  and  medical  examiner's  fees,  thus  protecting  our  deputies  and 
the  societies. 

6th.  Possibly,  plans  might  be  devised  for  protecting  temporarily  a  society 
when  overtaken  by  disaster,  or  re-insuring  the  members  on  an  equitable  basis, 
where  the  society  is  hopelessly  entangled,  thus  avoiding  the  injury  to  all  caused 
by  the  failure  of  one.  Establish  general  rules  for  local  examinations  and  insist 
upon  the  careful  enforcement  thereof.  Hearty  co-operation  among  the  examin- 
ers in  a  city  or  State  would  also  greatly  advance  the  interests  of  the  orders  they 
represent. 
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8th.  Adopt  some  uniform  rule  in  suicide  claims  and  insist  upon  them  until 
the  courts  and  the  people  recognize  that  suicide,  as  a  speculative  investment, 
shall  no  longer  prey  upon  the  honest  members. 

7th.  Establish  sanitariums  and  training  schools  for  examiners  and  nurses. 
Every  State  can  have  one  or  more  of  these  health  resorts,  where,  at  a  modest 
cost,  and  in  extreme  cases,  without  expense,  sick  members  may  not  only  be  re- 
stored to  health,  but  more  important  still,  taught  how  to  keep  well. 

8th.  Joint  State,  county  and  local  meetings,  picnics,  socials,  establishment  of 
joint  lecture  bureaus  for  dividing  the  expense  and  increasing  the  interest  in  edu- 
cational lectures.  Joint  action  in  building  convenient  halls,  so  that  every  mem- 
ber would  be  at  home  instead  of  in  a  hired  house.  This  would  tend  to  broaden 
the  spirit  of  fellowship  and  fraternity  among  the  various  societies. 

9th.  And  lastly,  but  by  no  means  the  least  among  the  factors  of  develop- 
ment along  co-operative  and  fraternal  lines,  our  powerful  and  useful  Fraternal 
Press  should  be  encouraged  and  supported  with  a  loyalty  that  knows  no  falter- 
ing. It  is  ours,  let  us  use  it  for  every  good  purpose,  to  uplift,  support,  enter- 
tain and  instruct.  Write  for  it,  speak  for  it,  subscribe  for  it,  distribute  it,  adver- 
tise in  it,  use  it,  stand  by  and  co-operate  with  it,  and  there  isn't  any  reasonable 
thing  we  may  desire  that  cannot  be  attained  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  socie- 
ties constituting  this  body  and  other  similar  societies,  whose  names  we  hope 
soon  to  have  enrolled  under  our  banner,  backed  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  our 
able  Fraternal  Press.  Let  us  urge  every  legitimate  fraternal  society  to  join  and 
co-operate  with  us  in  extending  the  protecting  banner  of  fraternity  over  every 
home  in  the  land. 

This  invitation  should  be  extended  to  every  fraternal  society  alike,  those  com- 
posed exclusively  of  men  or  women,  as  well  as  those  of  later  development, 
where  the  sexes  work  together  in  that  beautiful  unity  designed  by  the  Great 
Creator.  Had  He  intended  that  the  sexes  should  live  and  work  apart,  He 
doubtless  would  have  placed  all  the  men  in  glacial  Klondyke  and  all  the  women 
in  sunny  Italy,  and  had  He  done  so,  it  is  safe  to  predict  the  same  fate  would 
have  overtaken  the  men  who  tried  to  live  alone  that  will  surely  overtake  those 
societies  organized  back  in  the  early  period  of  fraternity,  viz.,  they  would  all  be 
doomed  to  conversion.  No  grander,  nobler  work  can  be  undertaken  by  helpful 
handstand  loving  hearts  than  this  work  of  developing  a  more  perfect  bond  of 
unity  between  the  fraternal  societies. 

And  let  us  hope  to  see^an  International  Fraternal  Congress,  composed  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  fraternal  societies  of  all  nations,  working  harmoniously  to- 
gether to  bring  about  universal  peace,  prosperity  and  happiness,  dethroning  the 
demon  of  strife  and  war,  and  enthroning  in  the  hearts  and  laws  of  men  the  Di- 
vine principle  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 
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UNIFORM  BILL. 


AN    ACT    REGULATING    FRATERNAL    BEMEFICIAPY    SOCIETIES. 
ORDERS  OR  ASSOCIATIONS. 

RBCOMMBNDBD   BY    THE    NATIONAL    FRATERNAL    CONGRESS,   AS    AMENDED  AT  ITS 
ELEVENTH   ANNUAL  SESSION,  OCTOBER,    1807. 

Section  1.  A  fraternal  beneficiary  association  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
corporation,  society  or  voluntary  association,  formed  or  organized  and  carried 
on  for  the  sole  benefit  of  its  members  and  their  beneficiaries,  and  not  for  pro6t. 
Each  association  shall  have  a  lodge  system,  with  ritualistic  form  of  work  and 
representative  form  of  government,  and  shall  make  provision  for  the  payment 
of  benefits  in  case  of  death,  and  may  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  benefits 
in  case  of  sickness,  temporary  or  permanent  physical  disability,  either  as  the 
result  of  disease,  accident  or  old  age,  provided  the  period  in  life  at  which  pay- 
ment of  physical  disability  benefits  on  account  of  old  age  commences,  shall  not 
be  under  seventy  (70)  years,  subject  to  their  compliance  with  its  constitution  and 
laws.  The  fund  from  which  the  payment  of  such  benefits  shall  be  made,  and 
the  fund  from  which  the  expenses  of  such  association  shall  be  defrayed  shall  be 
derived  from  assessments  or  dues  collected  from  its  members  Payment  of 
death  benefits  shall  be  to  the  families,  heirs,  blood  relatives,  aflSanced  husband 
or  affianced  wife  of,  or  to  persons  dependent  upon  the  member.  Such  associa- 
tions shall  be  governed  by  this  'Act  and  shall  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of 
insurance  laws  of  this  State,  and  no  law  hereafter  passed  shall  apply  to  them 
unless  they  be  expressly  designated  therein.  Any  such  fraternal  beneficial 
association  may  create,  maintain,  disburse  and  apply  a  reserve  or  emergency 
fund  in  accordance  with  its  constitution  or  by-laws. 

Sec.  2.  All  such  associations  coming  within  the  description  as  set  forth  in 
Section  1  of  this  Act,  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  or  any  other  State,  prov- 
ince or  territory,  and  now  doing  business  in  this  State,  may  continue  such  busi- 
ness, provided  that  they  hereafter  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  regu- 
lating annual  reports  and  the  designation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  as 
the  person  upon  whom  process  may  be' served  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  8.  Any  such  association  coming  within  the  description  as  set  forth  in 
Section  1  of  this  Act,  organized  under  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  province  or 
territory,  and  not  now  doing  business  in  ihis  State,  shall  be  admitted  to  do  busi- 
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ness  within  this  State  when  it  shall  have  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  Insur- 
ance a  duly  certified  copy  of  its  charter  and  articles  of  association,  and  a  copy 
of  its  constitution  or  laws,  certified  to  by  iu  secretary  or  corresponding  officer, 
together  with  an  appointment  of  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  of  this  State 
as  a  person  upon  whom  process  may  be  served  as  hereinafter  provided  ;  and 
provided  that  such  association  shall  be  shown  to  be  authorized  to  do  business  in 
the  State,  province  or  territory  in  which  it  is  incorporated  or  organized,  in  case 
the  laws  of  such  State,  province  or  territory  shall  provide  for  such  authorization  ; 
and  in  case  the  laws  of  such  State,  province  or  territory  do  not  provide  for  any 
formal  authorization  to  do  business  on  the  part  of  such  association,  then 
such  association  shall  be  shown  to  be  conducting  its  business  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Act,  for  which  purpose  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  of 
this  State  may  personally,  or  by  some  person  to  be  designated  by  him,  examine 
into  the  condition,  affairs,  character  and  business  methods,  accounts,  books  and 
invettnaents  of  such  association  at  its  home  office,  which  examination  shall  be  at 
the  expense  of  such  association,  and  shall  be  made  within  thirty  days  after 
demand  thereof,  and  the  expense  of  such  examination  shall  be  limited  to  $50. 

Sec.  4.  Every  such  association  doing  business  in  this  State  shall,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  March  of  each  year,  make  and  file  with  the  Commissioner 
of  Insurance  of  this  State  a  report  of  its  affairs  and  operations  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  81st  day  of  December  immediately  .preceding,  which  annual 
report  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  reports  required  by  any  other  law.  Such 
reports  shall  be  upon  blank  forms  to  be  provided  by  the  Commissioner  of  Insur- 
ance, or  may  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  shall  be  verified  under  oath  by 
the  duly  authorized  officers  of  such  association,  and  shall  be  published,  or  the 
substance  thereof,  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  under 
a  separate  part  entiUed  "  FRATERNAL  BENEFICIARY  ASSOCIATIONS," 
and  shall  contain  answers  to  the  following  questions : 

1.  Number  of  certificates  issued  during  the  year,  or  members  admitted. 

2.  Amount  of  indemnity  effected  thereby. 

8.  Number  of  losses  or  benefit  liabilities  incurred. 

4.  Number  of  losses  or  benefit  liabilities  paid. 

5.  The  amount  received  from  each  assessment  for  the  year. 

6.  Total  amount  paid  members,  beneficiaries,  legal  representatives  or  heirs. 

7.  Number  and  kind  of  claims  for  which  assessments  have  been  made. 

8.  Number  and  kind  of  claims  compromised  or  resisted,  and  brief  statement 
of  reasons. 

9.  Does  association  charge  annual  or  other  periodical  dues  or  admission 
fees? 
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10.  How  much  on  each  one  thousand  dollars*  annually  or  per  capita,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

11.  Total  amount  received,  from  what  source,  and  the  disposition  thereof. 
12     Total  amount  of  salaries  paid  to  oflScers. 

13.  *  Does  association  guarantee,  in  its  certificates,  fixed  amounts  to  be  paid, 
regardless  of  amount  realized  from  assessments,  dues,  admission  fees  and 
donations  ? 

14.  If  so,  state  amount  guaranteed,  and  the  security  of  such  guaranty. 

15.  Has  the  association  a  reserve  fund  ? 

16.  If  so,  how  is  it  created,  and  for  what  purpose,  the  amount  thereof,  and 
how  invested  ? 

17.  Has  the  association  more  than  one  class  ? 

18.  If  so,  how  many,  and  the  amount  of  indemnity  in  each  ? 

19.  Number  of  members  in  each  class. 

20.'     If  voluntary,  so  state,  and  give  date  of  organization. 

21.  If  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  under  what  law  and  at  what 
time  ;  giving  chapter  and  year  and  date  of  the  passage  of  the  Act. 

22.  If  organized  under  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  province  or  territory, 
state  such  fact  and  the  date  of  organization,  giving  chapter  and  year  and  date 
of  passage  of  the  Act. 

28.  Number  of  certificates  of  beneficiary  membership  lapsed  during  the 
year. 

24.  Number  in  force  at  beginning  and  end  of  year ;  if  more  than  one  class, 
number  in  each  class. 

25.  Names  and  addresses  of  its  president,  secretary  and  treasurer,  or  corre- 
sponding oflScers. 

The  Commissioner  of  Insurance  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  address  any 
additional  inquiries  to  any  such  association  in  relation  to  its  doings  or  coridl- 
tion,  or  any  other  matter  connected  with  its  transactions  relative  to  the  business 
contemplated  by  this  Act,  and  such  oflScers  of  such  association  as  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Insurance  may  require  shall  promptly  reply  in  writing,  under  oath,  to 
all  such  inquiries. 

Sec.  5.  Each  such  association  now  doing  or  hereafter  admitted  to  do  business 
within  this  State  and  not  having  its  principal  office  within  this  State,  and  not 
being  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  shall  appoint  in  writing  the  Com- 
missioner of  Insurance  and  his  successors  in  office  to  be  its  true  and  lawful 
attorney,  upon  whom  all  lawful  process  in  any  action  or  proceeding  against  it 
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must  be  served,  and  in  such  writing  shall  agree  that  any  lawful  process  against 
it  which  is  served  on  said  attorney  shall  be  of  the  same  legal  force  and  validity 
as  if  served  upon  the  association,  and  that  the  authority  shall  continue  in  force 
so  long  as  any  liability  remains  outstanding  in  this  State.  Copies  of  such  cer- 
tificate, certified  by  said  Commissioner  of  Insurance,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient 
evidence  thereof,  and  shall  be  admitted  in  evidence  with  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  the  original  thereof  might  be  admitted.  Service  upon  such  attorney 
shall  be  deemed  sufficient  service  upon  such  association.  When  legal  process 
against  any  such  association  is  served  upon  said  Commissioner  of  Insurance,  he 
shall  immediately  notify  the  association  of  such  service  by  letter,  prepaid  and 
directed  to  its  secretary  or  corresponding  officer,  and  shall  within  two  days  after 
such  service  forward  in  the  same  manner  a  copy  of  the  process  served  on  him 
to  such  officer.  The  plaintiff  in  such  process  so  served  shall  pay  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Insurance  at  the  time  of  such  service  a  fee  of  $3.00,  which  shall  be 
recovered  by  him  as  part  of  the  taxable  costs,  if  he  prevails  in  the  suit.  The 
Commissioner  of  Insurance  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  processes  served  upon 
him,  which  record  shall  show  the  day  and  hour  when  such  service  was  made. 

Sec.  6.  The  Commissioner  of  Insurance  of  this  State  shall,  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  any  association  having  the  right  to  do  business  within  this  State,  as 
provided  by  this  Act,  issue  to  such  association  a  permit  in  writing  authorizing 
such  association  to  do  business  within  this  State,  for  which  certificate  and  all 
proceedings  in  connection  therewith,  such  association  shall  pay  to  said  Com- 
missioner the  fee  of  $5.00. 

Sec.  7.  (Here  provide  by  one  or  more  sections  for  the  incorporation  of  sim- 
ilar associations,  in  accordance  with  the  practices  and  usages  of  your  State  in 
regard  tp  forming  corporations.  In  all  cases  of  the  formation  of  an  association 
it  should  be  provided  that  the  constitution,  laws  and  methods  of  doing  business 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  or  Court  of  Record,  or 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  approval  before  a  certificate  of  incorporation  is  issued. 
Safeguards  should  be  thrown  around  the  formation  of  such  associations,  so  that 
no  speculative  or  fraudulent  association  may  get  a  footing  in  the  State.  It 
might  be  well  to  make  provision  for  the  reincorporation  of  existing  associations 
under  these  sections  at  the  option  of  such  associations.) 

Sec.  8.  Such  associations  shall  not  employ  paid  agents  in  soliciting  or  procur- 
ing members,  except  in  the  organization  or  building  up  of  subordinate  bodies 
or  granting  members  inducements  to  procure  new  members. 

Sec.  0.  No  contract  with  any  such  association  shall  be  valid  when  there  is 
a  contract,  agreement  or  understanding  between  the  member  and  the  beneficiary 
that  the  beneficiary  or  any  person  for  him  shall  pay  such  member's  assessments 
or  dues,  or  either  of  them. 
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Sec.  10.  The  money  or  other  benefit,  charity,  relief  or  aid  to  be  paid,  pro- 
vided or  rendered  b^  any  association  authorized  to  do  business  under  this  Act 
shall  not  be  liable  to  attachment  by  trustee,  garnishee  or  other  process,  and 
shall  not  be  seized,  taicen,  appropriated  or  applied  by  any  legal  or  equitable 
process,  or  by  operation  of  law,  to  pay  any  debt  or  liability  of  a  certificate 
holder  or  of  any  beneficiary  named  in  a  certificate,  or  any  person  who  may  have 
any  right  thereunder. 

Sec.  11.  Any  such  association  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  State  may 
provide  for  the  meetings  of  its  legislative  or  governing  body  in  any  other  State, 
province  or  territory,  wherein  such  associations  shall  have  subordinate  bodies, 
and  all  business  transacted  at  such  meetings  shall  be  valid  in  all  respects,  as  if 
such  meetings  were  held  within  this  State,  and  where  the  laws  of  any  such  asso- 
ciation provide  for  the  election  of  its  officers  by  votes  to  be  cast  in  its  subordin- 
ate bodies,  the  votes  sb  cast  in  its  subordinate  bodies  in  any  other  State,  prov- 
ince or  territory,  shall  be  valid  as  if  cast  within  this  State. 

Sec.  12.  Any  person,  officer,  member  or  examining  physician  who  shall 
knowingly  or  willfully  make  any  false  or  fraudulent  statement  or  representation 
in  or  with  reference  to  any  application  for  membership,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  any  money  or  benefit  in  any  association  transacting  business  under 
this  Act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $100,  nor  more  than  $500,  or  imprisonment  in 
the  county  jail  for  not  less  than  thirty  days  nor  more  than  one  year,  or  both,  io 
the  discretion  of  the  court ;  and  any  person  who  shall  willfully  make  a  false 
statement  of  any  material  fact  or  thing  in  a  sworn  statement  as  to  the  death  or 
disability  of  a  certificate  holder  in  any  such  association  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing payment  of  a  benefit  named  in  the  certificate  of  such  holder,  and  any 
person  who  shall  willfully  make  any  false  statement  in  any  verified  report  or 
declaration  under  oath  requjred  or  authorized  by  this  Act,  shall  be  guilty  of 
perjury,  and  shall  be  proceeded  against  and  punished  as  provided  by  the  statutes 
of  this  State  in  relation  to  the  crime  of  perjury. 

Sec.  18.  ^  Any  such  association  refusing  or  neglecting  to  make  the  report,  as 
provided  in  this  Act,  shall  be  excluded  from  doing  business  within  this  State. 
Said  Commissioner  of  Insurance  must,  within  sixty  days  after  failure  to  make 
such  report,  or  in  case  any  such  association  shall  exceed  its  powers  or  shall  con- 
duct its  business  fraudulently,  or  shall  fail  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Attorney  General,  who  shall  imme- 
diately commence  an  action  against  any  such  association  to  enjoin  the  same 
from  carrying  on  any  business.  And  no  injunction  against  any  such  associa- 
tion shall  be  granted  by  any  court,  except  on  application  by  the  Attorney 
General,  at  the  request  of  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance,  whether  the 
Sute  or  a  member  or  other  party  seeks  relief.     No  association  so  enjoined 
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shall  have  authority  to  continue  business  until  such  report  shall  be  made,  or 
overt  act  or  violations  complained  of  shall  have  been  corrected,  nor  until  the 
costs  of  such  action  be  paid  by  it,  provided  the  court  shall  find  that  such  asso- 
ciation was  in  default  as  charged,  whereupon  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance 
shall  reinstate  such  association,  and  not  until  then  shall  such  association  be  al- 
lowed to  again  do  business  in  this  State.  Any  officer,  agent  or  person  acting 
for  any  association  or  subordinate  body  thereof,  within  this  State,  while  such 
association  shall  be  so  enjoined  or  prohibited  from  doing  business  pursuant  to 
this  Act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof, 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  less  than  $25  nor  more  than  $200,  or  by  impris- 
onment in  the  county  jail  for  not  less  than  thirty  days  nor  more  than  one  year, 
or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sbc.  14.  Any  person  who  shall  act  within  this  State  as  an  officer,  agent,  or 
otherwise,  for  any  association,  which  shall  have  failed,  neglected  or  refused  to 
comply  with,  or  shall  have  violated  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  shall 
have  failed  or  neglected  to  procure  from  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  proper 
certificate  of  authority  to  transact  business,  as  provided  for  by  this  Act,  shall 
be  subject  to  the  penalty  provided  in  the  last  preceding  section  for  the  misde- 
meanor therein  specifiied. 

Ssa  15.  (Here  insert  suiuble  provision  for  the  repeal  of  laws  inconsistent 
with  this  Act,  and  exercise  sufficient  precaution  to  prevent  such  repeal  from 
making  this  Act  apply  to  or  a|fect  grand  or  subordinate  lodges  of  Masons,  Odd 
Fellows  or  similar  orders,  or  any  association  not  working  on  the  lodge  system 
which  limits  iu  certificate  holders  to  a  particular  class,  or  to  the  employment  of 
a  particular  town  or  city,  designated  firm,  business  house  or  corporation.) 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  LAWS. 


AS  AMENDED  AT  THE  ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  SESSION  OF  THE 
CONGRESS,  OCTOBER.  1897. 

First,    This  association  shall  be  known  as  the  National  Fraternal  Congress. 

Second,  Its  objects  are  hereby  declared  to  be  the  uniting  permanently  of  all 
legitimate  fraternal  benefit  societies  for  the  purposes  of  mutual  information, 
benefit  and  protection.  Its  membership  shall  be  composed  of  its  officers,  stand- 
ing  committees  and  of  representitives  as  follows  : 

Third.  Each  society  of  2,000  members  shall  be  entitled  to  one  representative, 
and  for  each  additional  40,000  members  or  fraction  of  40,000  over  dO,000,  an 
'  additional  representative,  and  the  chief  medical  examiners  of  each  society,  who 
are  members  of  the  Congress.  At  any  meeting  T^hcn  a  test  ballot  or  vote  shall 
be  required,  and  any  society  not  fully  represented,  the  representative  or  repre- 
sentatives present  shall  be  authorized  to  cast  the  full  vote  to  which  his  or  thiir 
order  may  be  entitled.  When  a  representative  is  also  a  member  of  a  committee,  or 
a  chief  medical  examiner,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  only  one  vote,  and  that  as  repre- 
sentative ;  but  otherwise  each  officer,  chief  medical  examiner  and  member  of  a 
committee  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote. 

A  call  of  the  roll  shall  be  had  on  any  question  pending  before  the  Congress, 
upon  a  demand  made  and  seconded  by  ten  members  of  the  Congress,  represent* 
ing  at  least  five  different  orders. 

Fourth,  No  fraternal  society,  order  or  association  shall  be  entitled  to  rep- 
resentation in  this  Congress,  unless  such  society,  order  or  association  be  formed 
or  organized  and  carried  on  for  the  sole  benefit  of  iu  members  and  their  bene- 
ficiaries, and  not  for  profit,  having  a  lodge  system,  with  ritualistic  form  of  work 
and  representative  form  of  government,  and  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  benefits  in  case  of  death  (with  provision,  if  its  laws  so  provide,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  benefits  in  case  of  sickness,  temporary  or  physical  disability,  either  as 
the  result  of  disease,  accident  or  old  age,  provided  the  period  in  life  at  which 
payment  of  disability  benefits  on  account  of  old  age  commences  shall  not  be 
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under  seventy  years),  the  fund  for  the  payment  of  such  benefits  and  the  expen- 
ses of  such  association  being  derived  from  assessments  or  dues  collected  from 
its  members,  and  death  benefits  payable  to  the  families,  heirs,  blood  relatives, 
affianced  husband  or  affianced  wife  of,  or  persons  dependent  on  the  member  ; 
these  principles  being  an  obligated  duty  on  all  members,  to  be  discharged 
without  compensation  or  pecuniary  reward,  the  general  membership  attending 
to  the  general  business  of  the  order,  and  a  fraternal  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
«ach  other,  a  duty  taught,  recognized  and  practiced  as  a  motive  and  bond  of 
organization.    * 

Fifth,  The  reports  of  the  officers  and  standing  committees  shall  be  sent  to 
the  secretary,  at  least  thirty  (80)  days  prior  to  the  assembling  of  the  Congress, 
and  the  same  shall  be  printed  under  his  supervision  ;  and  printed  copies  shall  be 
sent  to  each  accredited  member  of  the  Congress. 

Its  officers  shall  be  as  follows  : 

President. 

Vice-President. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  (who  shall  be  ex-9fficio  secretary  of  each  sunding 
committee). 

Who  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  session  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes 
cast. 

Sixth,  The  standing  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  shall  be  as  follows  : 

(1)  On  Constitution  and  Laws,  nine  members. 

(2)  On  Statutory  Legislation,  thirteen  members. 
(8)    On  Credentials  and  Finance,  seven  members. 

(4)    On  Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders,  seven  members. 
(6)    On  Fraternal  Press,  nine  members. 

(6)  On  Jurisprudence,  seven  members,  who  shall  be  lawyers. 

(7)  On  Medical  Examinations,  to  be  composed  of  the  Medical  Examiners-in- 
Chief  of  the  several  societies  represented  in  the  Congress. 

The  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  shall  have  power  and  discretion  to 
select  sub-committees  in  the  several  states  and  provinces  from  societies  repre- 
sented in  this  Congress,  or  it  may  organize  auxiliary  associations  of  this 
Congress  to  promote  and  properly  guard  uniform  statutory  legislation,  but 
•neb  association  shall  be  organized  and  conducted  without  expense  to  this 
Congress. 
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In  any  state  or  province  where  such  associations  may  be  organized  it  shall  be 
composed  of  representatives  from  the  societies  transacting  business  in  such  State 
or  province,  which  are  affiliated  with  this  Congress. 

Any  such  auxiliary  associations  shall  be  organized,  so  far  as  may  be  practi- 
cable,  with  a  corps  of  officers  similar  to  those  of  this  body,  and  it  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  representative  in  this  Fraternal  Congress. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Sututory  Legislation  to  prepare  an 
accurate  and  concise  digest  of  all  the  statutes  of  the  States  and  provinces,  relat- 
ing to  fraternal  benefit  societies,  and  present  the  same  to  the  Congress  ;  also  in 
like  manner  to  prepare  and  present,  from  year  to  year,  similar  digests  of  new 
statutes  and  of  changes  in  legislation.  All  such  digests  shall  be  printed  in  the 
Journal. 

The  elective  officers  shall  constitute  the  executive  committee. 

Seventh.  This  Congress  shall  meet  annually  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  Novem- 
ber, at  such  place  as  may  be  selected  at  the  next  preceding  regular  session, 
except  that  the  meeting  in  1897  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October. 
The  Congress  shall  pay  the  actual  expenses  incurred  by  the  officers  and  chair- 
men of  standing  committees  resulting  from  their  attendance,  provided  they  shall 
not  be  sent  to  the  Congress  as  represenutives  of  their  respective  Orders. 

Eighth,  The  annual  fee  for  membership  shall  be  thirty- five  dollars  ($85.00) 
for  each  society  represented  in  this  Congress  having  5,000  members  or  less :  and 
for  each  additional  5,000  members,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  an  additional  sum 
of  five  dollars  ($5  00) ;  but  such  membership  fee  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150.00). 

Ninth,  This  constitution  can  only  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  three  fourths  of 
the  members  present  at  any  meeting. 

Tenth,  The  distinctive  features  of  a  Fraternal  Benefit  Society  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  : 

1st.  The  lodge  system. 

2d.  Representative  government. 

8d.  Ritualistic  work. 

4th.  Fraternal  assistance  to  living  members  in  sickness  or  destitution. 

5th.  The  payments  of  benefits  to  living  members  for  total  and  physical 
disability. 

6th.  The  payments  of  benefits  at  the  death  of  the  members,  to  the  families, 
heirs,  blood  relatives  or  dependents  of  such  deceased  member. 
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And  it  is  hereby  declared  as  the  sense  of  this  Fraternal  Congress,  that  no 
society  whose  distinctive  features  do  not  conform  hereto,  is  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  the  Congress  or  entitled  to  be  classified  as  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Socie- 
ties. We  repudiate  the  speculative  societies,  whose  chief  aim  is  to  pay  sums 
of  money  to  members  during  life,  without  regard  to  distress  or  physical  disabil- 
ity ;  and  declare  that  the  aims  of  such  societies  are  entirely  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies  are  founded,  and  by  virtue 
of  which  they  exist. 
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DELEGATES  TO  THE  SESSION  OF  1897. 


Amirican  Legion  of  Honor, 

Adam  Warnock 200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  Man. 

J.  Foster  Bush,  M.  D 651  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Ancient  Order  0/  the  Pytamids, 

E.  S.  McClintock  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  S.  McClintock,  M.  D Topcka,  Kan. 

Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 

J.  G.  Tate Lincoln,  Neb. 

W.  S.  Robson LaGrange,  Texas. 

H.  C.  Sessions Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D Hannibal,  Mo. 

Artisan's  Order  of  Mutual  Protection, 

Louis  Maloney 588  Tasker  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Van  R.  Tindal,  M.  D 828  Reed  St,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Catholic  Benevolent  Legion. 

W.  G.  Ross Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

A.  V.  Harding New  Brunswick,  N.  J 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Geo.  R.  Kuhn,  M.  D 122  Clinton  Ave.,  Brooklyn. 

Chosen  Friends. 

Louis  A.  Stcber 418*  Olive  St.,  St.  Louis,Mo. 

Wm.  B.  Wilson 787  Broad  St.,  Newark,  K.  J. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Henry  Jamison,  M.  D 28  E.  Ohio  St.,  Indianapolis,  lod. 

Empire  Knights  of  Relief, 
Sup.  Med.  Ex.  P.  A.  McCrae Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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Fraternal  Aid  Association. 

Lewii  A.  Ryder,  M.  D Topcka.  Kan. 

Sap.  Med.  Ex.  S.  J.  Anderson,  M.  D Lawrence,  Kan. 

Fraternal  Legion, 
Dr.  J.  W.  P.  Bates Baltimore,  Md. 

Fraternal  Mystic  Circle, 

D.  E.  Stevens 1828  Chestnut  St..  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sap.  Med.  Ex.  F.  S.  Wagenhals,  M.  D Columbus,  Ohio. 

Fraternal  Union  of  America, 

F.  F.  Roose Omaha,  Neb. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  S.  T.  M.cDermeth,  M.  D Denver,  Col. 

polden  Chain, 

J.  A.  Baden,  M.  D Baltimore,  Md . 

Sup   Med.  Ex.  Thos.  Opie,  M.  D Fidelity  Bldg.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Home  Circle, 

Frederick  A.  Draper 8  Oxford  St.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Thos.  Wateman,  M.  D 252  Newberry  St,  Boston,  Mass. 

Improved  Order  Heptasophs, 

Harry  Goldman Baltimore,  Md . 

John  G.  Mitchell Baltimore,  Md . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D..  P.  O.  Box  806 Baltimore,  Md 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters, 

G.  A.  Harper Toronto,  Ont. ,  Can . 

J.  D.  Clark Dayton,  Ohio. 

A.  E.  Stevenson Chicago,  111. 

A.  T.  Hunter Toronto,  Ont.,  Can. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Thomas  Millman,  M.  D Toronto,  Ont,  Can. 

Iowa  Legion  of  Honor 

E.  R.  Hutchins Des  Moines,  Iowa . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  S.  Chase,  M.  D Waterioo,  Iowa. 
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Knights  of  iht  Golden  RuU, 

A.  M.  Worcester 420  Walnut  St.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  C.  Higgins,  M.  D 167  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  IH. 


Knights  of  Honor, 

J.  W.  Goheen Philadelphia,  Pa. 

B.  F.  Nelson St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Samuel  Klotz Newark,  N.  J. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  S.  Dalton,  M.  D Odd  Fellows  Bldg.,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security. 

J.M.Wallace Topcka,  Kto. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  A.  Warner,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star. 

Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lacej Newark,  N.  J. 

Sup.  Mfcd.  Ex.  F.  W.  Dunckcr.  M.  D 28  Fair  St.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 

Ed.  L.  Young Norwalk,  Ohio. 

Thos.  Watson Port  Huron,  Mich. 

D.  D.  Aitken Flint,  Mich. 

Geo.  J.  Siegle 91  Niagara  St. ,  Buffalo.  N.  Y. 

Jas.  F.  Downer 6882  Langley  Ave.,  Chicago.  W- 

A.  Wier Samia,  Ont.,  Can. 

Mrs.  Frances  E.  Bums St  Louis.  Mich. 

Nfiss  Emma  E.  Bower Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside. 

W.  T.  Walker 6th  and  Wyandotte  Su.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  E.  Clark,  M.  D Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard, 

F.  H.  Rankin,  Jr FUnt,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  O.  Millard,  M.  D Flint,  Mich. 
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Ladies'  Catholic  BenevoUnt  Association, 


Sup.  Med.  Ex. 


Legion  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Jno.  B.  Treiblcr,  Jr Baltimore,  Md. 

Sap.  Med.  Ex.  H.  Patterson,  M.  D Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association. 

Wm.  A.  Tompkins Rutherford,.  N.  J . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Thco.  F.  Morris,  M.  D.,  298  Montgomery  St.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

D.  I.  Thornton ^. Kansas  City,  Mo. 

John  W.  While    Rock  Falls,  111 . 

Frank  O.  Van  Galder Sycamore,  111. 

Benjamin  D.  Smith ? Mankato,  Minn . 

Adolphus  R.  Talbot Lincoln.  Neb . 

Emory  Townsend Saginaw,  Mich . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  A.  McCoUum,  M.  D Minneapolis,  Minn. 

National  Aid  Association, 

Aloozo  Wardall Topeka,  Kan . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  M.  Ware,  M .  D Topeka,  Kan . 

National  Reserve  Association. 

F.  W.  Sears Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  T.  Craig,  M.  D Kansas  City,  Mo. 

National  Union. 

J.  W.  Myers Box  82,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

W.  M.  Bayne 73  Franklin  St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  M.  R.  Brown,  M.  D 34  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

Lucius  P.  Deming , New  Haven,  Conn . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Herbert  A.  Chase,  M.  D 43  Milk  St.,  Bo.ston,  Mass. 
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Order  United  Friends, 


John  G.  H.  Myers 150  Nassau  St. ,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Herbert  G.  Jones.  M.  D Udca,  N,  Y. 

Protected  Home  Circle, 

P.  D.  Stratton Sharon,  Pa. 

W.  S.  Palmer... Sharon,  Pa. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Salem  Heilman,  M.  D Sharon,  Pa. 

Royal  Arcanum, 

E.  M.  Schryver 18  W.  Saratoga  Street,  Baltimore,  Md. 

W.  O.  Robson 407  Shawmut  Avenue,  Boston,  Mass. 

John  E.  Pound Lockport,  N.  Y. 

Joseph  A.  Langfitt 110  Diamond  Street,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

J.  M.  McKinstry Society  of  Savings  Building,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Sanford  Hanscom,  M.  D East  Somerville,  Mass. 

Royal  League, 

L.  L.  Morrison Rockford,  111. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Wallace  K.  Harrison,  M.  D Chicago,  111. 

Royal  Neighbors  of  America, 

(1)  Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Dr.  Susan  McG.  Snyder Council  Bluffs,  la. 

(2)  Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Dr.  E.  Franc  Morrill Rock  Falls,  la. 

Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows, 

W.  R.  Spooner New  York  City.  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  G.  Weaver,  M.  D Wilkcsbarre,  Pa. 

Royal  Templars  of  Temperance, 

L.  R.  Sanborn 46  Niagara  St ,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  W.  Grosvenor,  M.  D 118  Plymouth  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Select  Friends, 

J.  T.  Tinder ; Parsons,  Kan. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  A.  Van  Velzer,  M.  D Ft.  Scott,  Kan. 
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Shield  of  Honor, 

James  H.  Livingston 1207  E.  Monument  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  A.  R.  Finck,  M.  D 208  Girard  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Supreme  Court  of  Honor, 

A.  L.  Hereford Springfield,  111. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  L.  Atthon,  M.  D Lincoln,  111. 

Supreme  Lodge  Order  of  Mutual  Protection, 

G.  Del  Vecchio. . .    Room  810,  269  Dearborn  St..  Chicago,  111. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  K.  Harrison,  M.  D 52  Walton  Place.  Chicago,  111. 

Tribe  of  Ben-Hur, 

F.  L.  Snyder Crawfordsville,  Ind . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  F.  Davidson,  M.  D Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

United  Order  of  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

J.  S.  Taft Keene,  N.  H . 

Mrs.  Helen  O.  Taft Keene,  N.  H. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Emory  L.  White,  M.  D Somerville,  Mass. 

United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross, 

W.  R.  Cooper Knoxville,  Tenn. 

F.  I.  Day Lewiston,  Maine. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  D.  Young,  M.  D Station  X,  Boston,  Mass. 

Woodmen  of  the  Wot  Id, 

Philo  Truesdell Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  O.  Rodgers,  M.  D 202  Sheely  Bldg..  Omaha,  Neb. 
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OFFICERS  AND  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

*  For  the  Year  1897-98. 


OFFICERS. 
James  E,  Sbepard,  President Lawrence,  Mass . 

D.  E.  Stevens.  Vice-President 1828  Chestnut  St. ,  PhUadelphia,  Pa. 

M.  W.  Sackctt,  Secretary-  Treasurer Meadrille,  Pa. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Talc,  Chaplain Lincoln,  Neb. 

COMMITTEES. 

Constitution  and  Laws. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman,  Peabody,  Kansas Past  President. 

A.  R.  Savage,  Auburn,  Maine Past  President. 

John  Mulligan,  Yonkers,  N.  Y Knights  of  Honor. 

Julius  M.  Swain,  120  Tremont  St,  Boston,  Mass Home  Circle. 

Miss  Bina  M.  West.  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

F.  W.  Sears,  Kansas  City,  Mo National  Reserve  Association . 

O.  B.  Craig,  Fidelity  Bldg.,  Baltimore,  Md Knights  of  Golden  Chain. 

E.  S.  McCIintock,  Topeka,  Kan Ancient  Order  of  Pyramids. 

Miss  Marguerite  McCutchen,  Washington,  D.  C Order  of  Golden  Cross. 

Statutory  legislation. 
John  Haskell  Butler, Ch'n,  244  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass.. Past  President. 

John  W.  White,  Rock  Falls,  111 Modem  Woodmen  of  America. 

J.  W.  Goheen,  Philadelphia,  Pa Knights  of  Honor. 

W.  G.  Ross,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y Catholic  Benevolent  Legion. 

Oronhyatekha,  M.  D.,  Toronto,  Ont..  Can  Foresters. 

W.  S.  Linton,  Saginaw,  Mich Maccabees . 

J.  S.  McKinstry,  Society  of  Savings  Bldg.,  Cleveland,  O Royal  Arcanum. 

Millard  R.  Powers,  153  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111 Royal  League. 

A.  L.  Hereford,  Springfield,  III Supreme  Court  of  Honor. 

J.  Scully  Taft,  Kcene.  N.  H Pilgrim  Fathers. 

Wm.  G.  Morris,  885  W.  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  111 Chosen  Friends. 

James  H.  Livingston,  Baltimore,  Md Shield  of  Honor. 

Louis  A.  Stcbcr,  St.  Louis,  Mo Chosen  Friends. 
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Credentials  and  Finance, 

John  J.  Acker,  Chairman,  Albany,  N.  Y Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Frank  N.  Gage,  128  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  III National  Union. 

J.  A.  McGillivray,  Forester's  Temple,  Toronto,  Ont Foresters. 

Lee  R.  Sanborn,  48  W.  Eagle  St.,  Bufifalo,  N.  Y Templars  of  Temperance. 

Geo  H.  Hovirard,  Cambridge,  Mass New  England  Order  of  Protection . 

J.  A.  Baden.  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md Golden  Chain. 

Rev.  SaTjuel  P.  Lacey,  Newark,  N.  J Knights  and  Ladies  of  Golden  Star. 

E.  M.  Schryver,  Baltimore,  Md Royal  Arcanum . 

Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders, 

D.  P.  Markey,  Chairman,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Warner,  Topeka,  Kan Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security. 

B.  F.  Nelson,  St.  Louis,  Mo Knights  of  Honor. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Hutchins,  Des  Moines,  Iowa Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 

John  G.  Mitchell,  Baltimore,  Md Heptasophs.  • 

W.  O.  Rogers,  Omaha,  Neb. .  .• Woodmen  of  the  World. 

G.  Del  Vecchio,  Chicago,  111 Supreme  Lodge,  Order  of  Mutual  Protection. 


Fraternal  Press. 
W.  T.  Walker,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Ch'j^n. .  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside. 

P.  W.  Gerard,  Crawfordsville,  Ind.  .A Tribe  of  Ben-Hur. 

P.  D.  Stratton,  Sharon,  Pa yr, Protected  Home  Circle . 

Edwin  O.  Wood,  Flint,  Mich  Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard. 

John  G.  H.  Myers,  150  Nassau  St.,  New  York  City United  Friends. 

Mrs.  Lillian  M.  Hollister,  Detroit,  Mich ...  Maccabees. 

J.  W.  Myers,  Toledo,   Ohio . .  National  Union . 

John  B.  Trebler,  Baltimore,  Md Legion  of  Red  Cross. 

Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lacey,  Newark,  N.  J. .  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star. 

Jurisprudence, 
W.  R.  Spooner,  Chairman,  436  E.  117th  St.,  New  York  City  . . .  Past  President 

S.  A.  Will,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 184  Fifth  Ave.,  Past  President 

J«  G.  Johnson,  Peabody,  Kan Past  President 

John  W.  White,  Rock  Falls,  III Modern  Woodmen 

John  D.  Clark,  Dayton,  Ohio Independent  Order  Foresters. 

W.  T.  Walker,  Kansas  City,  Mo Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside. 

W.  S.  Robson,  La  Grange,  Tex Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Special  Committee  on  Rates, 

H.  C.  Sessions,  Sioux  Falls,  So.  Dak Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Frederick  A.  Draper,  No.  3  Oxford  St.,  Maiden.  Mass Home  Circle. 

D.  P^  Markey,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

Jag.  E.  Shepard,  President,  ex  officio Lawrence,  Mass . 
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MEDICAL   SECTION. 

Officers. 

Dr.  C.  A   McCpIlum,  Chairman 408  Masonic  Temple,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Moss,  Vice-Chairman Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Dr.  T.  Millman,  Secretary 69  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ont.,  Can. 

Executive  Committee  of  Medical  Section. 

Dr.  O.  Millard,  Chairman Flint,  Mich. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Christian P.  O.  Box  306,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Dr.  H   A.  Warner Topeka,  Kan. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Young Station  X,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dr.  S.  Hanscom East  Somerville,  Mass. 

PRESS  SECTION. 

Officers, 
M.  W.  Sackett,  President Meadville,  Pa. 

F.  O.  Van  Galder,  Vice-President .Sycamore,  III. 

Gilbert  Howell,  Secretary- Treasurer  .  ..*,275  Woodland  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Executive  CommitUt  of  Press  Section, 

M.  F.  Van  Buskirk,  Chairman 39  State  St.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

D.  W.  Gerard Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

F.  W.  Stevens Port  Huron,  Mich. 

D.  S.  Biggs Arlington,  Mass. 

M.  W.  Sackett,  ex-officio Meadville,  Pa. 

F.  O.  Van  Galder,  ex-officio Sycamore,  111. 

Gilbert  Howell,  ex-officio *. Cleveland,  O. 

PAST   PRESIDENTS. 

LeroyAndrus 1886-18S7 Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

John  Haskell  Butler 1887-1889 Boston,  Mass. 

D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D 1889-1890 Hannibal,  Mo. 

A.  R.  Savage 1890-1891 Auburn,  Me. 

Adam  Warnock 1891-1892 Boston,  Mass. 

M.  G.  Jeffries 1892-1893 Janesville,  Wis. 

N.  S.  Boynton 1893-1894 Port  Huron,  Mich. 

S.  A.  Will 1894-1895 Pittsburgh,  Pa 

W.  R.  Spooner 1895-1896 New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

J.  G.  Johnson 1896-1897 Peabody,  Kan. 
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ORDERS   THAT   ARE   MEMBERS  OF  THE   NATIONAL 

FRATERNAL  CONGRESS,  WITH  NAMES  AND 

ADDRESSES  OF  SECRETARIES. 


American  Legion  of  Honor. — Adam  Wamock,  200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids. — A.  K.  Rogers,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.— M.  W.  Sackett,  Meadville,  Pa. 

Artisans'  Order  of  Mutual  Protection. — Louis  Maloney,  110  South  Fourth  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Catholic  Benevolent  Legion.— John  D.  Carroll,  40-42  Court  St.,  Brooklyn. 
N.  Y. 

Chosen  Friends.— T.  B.  Linn,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Empire  Knights  of  Relief.— Emory  D.  Angell,  206  D.  S.  Morgan  Building, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Fraternal  Aid  Association. — Ed.  Rousell,  Lawrence,  Kan. 

Fraternal  Legion.— M.  J.  Block,  514  Equitable  Bldg.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Fraternal  Mystic  Circle.— W.  H.  Snyder,-1328  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Fraternal  Union  of  America. — John  L.  Handley,  Denver,  Col 

Golden  Chain. — A.  Stanley  Wier,  Fidelity  Bldg.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Home  Circle. — Julius  M.  Swain,  120  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs. — Samuel  J.  Tattersall,  Preston  and  Cathe- 
dral Sts.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Iowa  Legion  ot  Honor. — J.  H.  Helm,  Box  592,  Cedar  Rapids,  la. 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters. — ^John  A.  McGillivray,  Cor.  Yonge  and 
King  Su.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Knights  of  the  Golden  Rule.— T.  J.  Smith,  216  W.  Fourth  St.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
P.  O.  Box.  565. 

Knights  of  Honor.— B.  F.  Nelson,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor.— C.  W.  Harvey,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security.— J.  M.  Wallace,  Topeka,  Kan. 
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Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star.— Rev.  S.  P.  Lac.ey,  9  Bank  St, 
Newark,  N.  J, 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees. — N.  S.  Boynton.  Cor.  Huron  Ave.  and  Bard  St, 
Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside.— S.  H.  Snider,  6th  and  Wyandotte  Sis., 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard.— Edwin  O.  Wood,  Flint,  Mich. 

Ladies'  Catholic 'Benevolent  Association. — Mrs.  J.  A.  Royer,  415  W.  11th  St., 
Erie,  Pa. 

Legion  of  the  Red  Cross.— John  B.  Treibler,  1417  Hollins  St.,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association.— Frank  S.  Petter,  104  Wayne  St.,  Jer- 
sey City,  N.  J. 

Modern  Woodmen  of  America. — C.  W.  Hawes,  Rock  Island,  111. 

National  Reserve  Association.— B.  F.  Burd,  817  Rialto  Bldg.,  Kaosts 
City,  Mo. 

National  Union.— J.  W.  Myers,  Hartford  Block,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

New  England  Order  of  Protection.— Daniel  M.  Frye,  48  Milk  St.,  Boston, 
Mass. 

National  Aid  Association.— Alonzo  Wardall,  701  Jackson  St.,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Protected  Home  Circle.— W.  S.  Palmer,  Sharon,  Pa. 

Royal  Arcanum. — W.  O.  Robson,  407  Shawmut  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Royal  League. — C.  A.  Warner,  1608  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  III. 

Royal  Neighbors  of  America. — Mrs.  Winnie  Fielder,  408  Persimmons  St., 
Peoria,  111. 

Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows. r- James  W.  Swoger,  630  Atlantic,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Royal  Templars  of  Temperance.— E.  B.  Rew,  48  Niagara  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Select  Friends.— W.  I.  Linn,  Fort  Scott,  Kan. 

Shield  of  Honor.— Wm.  T.  Henry,  205  East  Fayette  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Supreme  Court  of  Honor. — A.  L.  Hereford,  Springfield,  III. 

Supreme  Lodge,  Order  of  Mutual  Protection. — G.  Del  Vecchio,  Room  810, 
No.  269  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

Supreme  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur. — F.  L.  Snyder,  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

United  Order  of  Pilgrim  Fathers. — James  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross. — W.  R.  Cooper,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Woodmen  of  the  World.— John  T.  Yates,  211  Sheely  Block,  Omaha,  Neb. 
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MEETINGS. 
Organization—Washington,  D.  C,  November  16,  1886. 
^f>j/ Annual  Meeting— Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  15, 1887. 
Sfomd  Annual  Meeting— New  York.  N.  Y.,  November  20-21.  1888. 
7*^t></ Annual  Meeting— Boston,  Mass.,  November  12-13,  1889. 
J^curtA  Annual  Meeting— Pittsburg,  Pa.,  November  11-12,  1890. 
^i/M  Annual  Meeting— Washington,  D.  C,  November  10-12  (inc.)  1891. 
Six^A  Annual  Meeting— Washington,  D.  C.  November  15-17  (inc.)  1892. 
Seventh  Annual  Meeting— Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  21-23  (inc.)  1898. 
Eighth  Annual  Meeting— Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  20-22  (inc.)  1894. 
Ninth  Annual  Meeting— Toronto,  "Ont.,  Can.,  November  19-21  (inc.)  1895. 
Tenth  Annual  Meeting— Louisville,  Ky.,  November  17-19  (inc.)  1896. 
Eleventh  Annual  Meeting- Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October  5-7  (inc.)  1897. 


PRESIDENTS   OF  THE  CONGRESS. 
1886-87— Leroy  Andrus.  Buffalo.  N.  Y.— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1887-88— John  Haskell  Butler,  Boston,  Mass.— R.  A. 
1888-89— John  Haskell  Butler,  Boston,  Mass.— R.  A. 
1889-90— D.  H.  Shields,  Hannibal,  Mo.— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1890-91— A.  R.  Savage,  Auburn,  Me.— K:  of  H. 
1891-92— Adam  Warnock,  Boston,  Mass.— A.  L.  of  H. 
1892-98— M.  G.  Jeffries,  Janes ville,  Wis.— N.  U. 
1898-94— N.  S.  Boynton,  Port  Huron,  Mich  — K.  O.  T.  M. 
1894-95— S.  A.  Will,  Pittsburg,  Pa.— I.  O.  H. 
1895-96- W.  R.  Spooner,  New  York,  N.  Y.— R.  S.  G.  F. 
1896-97— J.  G.  Johnson,  Peabody,  Kan.— M.  W.  A. 
1897-98— J.  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence,  Mass.— U.  O.  P.  F. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
1886-87— Wm.  H.  Barnes,  San  Francisco,  Cal.— K.  of  H. 
1887-88— Warren  Totten,  Woodstock,  Ont.,  Can.— R.  A. 
1888-89— Warren  Totten,  Woodstock,  Ont ,  Can,— R.  A. 
1889-90— A.  R.  Savage,  Auburn,  Me.— K.  of  H.. 
1890-91— Adam  Warnock,  Boston,  Mass,— A.  L.  of  H. 
1891-92— M.  G.  Jeffries,  Janesville,  Wis.— N.  U. 
1892-93— N.  S.  Boynton,  Port  Huron,  Mich.— K.  O.  T.  M. 
1898-94— S.  A.  Will,  Pittsburg,  Pa.— I.  O.  H. 
1894-95— W.  R.  Spooner,  New  York,  N.  Y.— R.  S.  G.  F. 
1895-96— J.  G.  Johnson,  Peabody,  Kan.— M.  W.  A. 
1896-97— T-  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence,  Mass.— U.  O.  P.  F. 
1897-98— D.  E.  Stevens,  Philadelphia,  Pa  — F.  M.  C. 
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SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER. 

1886-87— R.  C.  Hill  (Recording  Sec),  Buffalo,  N.  Y.— S.  K. 

O.  M.  Shcdd  (Corresponding  Sec),  Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y.— C.  F 

Halvor  Nelson  (Treasurer),  Washington,  D.  C— E.  R.  K.  of  P. 
1887-88— O.  M.  Shedd  (Rec  and  Cor.  Sec),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F, 

Halvor  Nelson  (Treasurer),  Washington,  D.  C— E.  R.  K.  of  P. 
1888-89— Samuel  Nelson  (Recording  Sec),  Buffalo,  N.  Y.— R.  T.  of  T. 

O.  M.  Shedd  (Corresponding  Sec),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 

George  Hawkes  (Treasurer)  Philadelphia,  Pa— E.  R,  K.  of  P. 
1889-90— O.  M.  Shedd  (Secretary),  Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y.— C.  F. 

George  Hawkes  (Treasurer),  Philadelphia,  Pa— E.  R.  K.  of  P. 
1890-91— O.  M.  Shedd  (Secretary),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 

George  Hawkes  (Treasurer),  Philadelphia,  Pa.— E.  R.  K.  of  P. 
1891-92— O  M.  Shedd  (Scc.-Treas.),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.   F. 
1892-93— O.  M.  Shedd  (Sec.-Treas.).  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 
1893-94— O.  M.  Shedd  (Sec-Treas.),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 
1894-95— M.  W.  Sackett  (Sec-Treas.),  Meadville,  Pa.— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1895-96— M.  W.  Sackett  (Sec-Treas.),  Meadville,  Pa.— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1896-97— M.  W.  Sackett  (Sec-Treas.),  Meadville,  Pa— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1897-98— M.  W.  Sackett  (Sec-Treas,),  Meadville.  Pa.— A.  O.  U.  W. 


ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  being  unable  to 
complete  a  full  digest  of  the  laws  of  the  various  States  relative 
to  Fraternal  Benefit  Societies  in  time  to  print  them  in  the  jour- 
nal of  proceedings,  it  was  determined  not  to  delay  the  publication 
of  the  journal,  but  to  print  this  digest  in  separate  pamphlet 
form,  at  a  later  date. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  TWELFTH  ANNUAL  SESSION 


OF    THE 


National  Traternal  Congress 

HELD  IN  THE  OITY  OF  BALTIMORE,  MD., 
November  16th,  16th,  iTth  and  18th,  1898. 


RECEPTION. 


His  Honor,  Acting  Mayor,  Samuel  Eccles,  Jr.,  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  extended  the  delegates  and  their 
friends  in  attendance  at  the  Twelfth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress  a  hearty  welcome  in  the  following 
well  chosen  words  : 

GREETING    BY    HIS    HONOR    THE   MAYOR. 

Mr,  President:  In  prefacing  the  few  remarks  which  I  shall 
make,  I  must  express  my  sincere  regret  that  owing  to  the  severe 
illness  of  our  honored  Mayor,  he  is  deprived  of  the  great  pleas- 
ure of  meeting  you  this  morning,  and  of  extending  to  you  his 
hearty  greeting  and  welcome. 

I  realize  the  distinguished  honor  which  has  been  shown  to 
our  city  in  having  been  selected  as  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
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National  Fraternal  Congress,  a  Congress  of  the  leading  minds 
of  the  leading  Fraternal  Benefit  Organizations  of  this  country, 
and  I  trust  that  our  people  may  in  some  measure  appreciate  the 
great  benefits  which  your  presence  and  labors  will  bring  to 
them  and  to  the  millions  who  are  directly  interested  in  your  de- 
liberations. 

I  have,  for  many  years,  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  some- 
thing of  the  character  of  the  great  work  in  which  you  are  en- 
gaged, and  can  bear  personal  testimony  to  the  invaluable  servi- 
ces rendered  by  the  Congress  in  developing  and  disseminating 
the  best  thought  regarding  fraternal  and  beneficial  protection  to 
the  home  and  family,  and  I  feel  assured  that  the  present  session 
will  result  in  still  greater  achievements  in  the  same  direction. 
I  may  be  pardoned  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  Monumental 
City,  so  called  from  the  number  of  its  public  memorials,  and 
the  first  to  be  named  is  that  which  commemorates  the  virtues  of 
our  great  Washington,  of  the  Hero  and  the  Sage,  who  was  first 
in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  who  is  still  the  first  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen. 

This  city  was  the  first  to  erect  a  monument  of  gratitude  to 
the  father  and  benefactor  of  our  country,  the  foundation  of  the 
beautiful  shaft  on  Mt.  Vernon  Place  having  been  laid  July  4, 
1815,  by  Lorin  Winder,  R.  W.  G.  M.  of  Masons  of  Maryland, 
and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Here  can  also  be  seen  the  splendid  memorial  shaft  erected  to 
Thomas  Wildey,  the  father  of  Odd  Fellowship  in  this  country, 
and  here  can  be  visited  the  living  and  active  monuments  of 
such  benefactors  as  George  Peabody,  Moses  Shepard,  John 
Hopkins,  McDonough  and  Enoch  Pratt. 

I  shall  not  weary  you  with  an  enumeration  of  the  attractions 
of  this  great  and  beautiful  city,  but  I  hope  that  you  will  have 
some  opportunity  of  becoming  well  acquainted  with  them,  and 
that  you  will  bear  away  with  you  to  your  distant  homes  the 
most  pleasant  recollections  of  your  sojourn  among  us. 
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I  now  bid  you  one  and  all  a  most  hearty  welcome  to  our  city, 
to  our  hearts  and  homes. 


RESPONSE. 

President  Shepard — Mr.  Mayor,  we  thank  you  for  this  pleas- 
ant address  of  welcome,  and  I  have  to  ask  Past  President  J.  G. 
Johnson  to  make  a  fitting  response. 


PAST  PRESIDENT   JOHNSON. 

Mr.  President^  Mr,  Mayor ^  Brethren  and  Sisters  of  the  National 
Fraternal  Congress^  and  friends  : 
Our  President  has  asked  me  to  express  to  you,  Mr.  Mayor, 
and  through  you  to  the  fraternal  brethren  and  the  citizens  gen- 
erally, of  Baltimore,  our  appreciation  of  the  cordial  and  cour- 
teous welcome  which  you  have  given  us  to  this  city.  We  thank 
you,  sir,  for  your  kind  words.  We  know  that  in  them  you  but 
voice  the  sentiments  of  the  hospitable  people  of  your  city,  and 
we  want  to  say  to  you,  sir,  that  we  are  just  as  glad  to  be  in 
Baltimore  this  morning  as  you  can  possibly  be  to  have  us  here. 
We  have  looked  over  your  beautiful  and  substantial  city.  We 
have  seen  these  monuments  that  you  speak  of,  but  we  have 
seen,  sir,  more  than  that ;  we  have  seen  your  magnificent  parks 
and  drives  ;  we  have  seen  your  clean  streets  ;  we  have  seen  your 
modern  buildings ;  we  have  seen  your  fine  hotels^  and  your 
spacious  libraries,  and  elegant  churches,  and  we  are  convinced, 
sir,  that  any  people  descended  from  the  Calverts,  the  CarroUs 
and  the  Baltimores,  who  have  erected  this  great  commonwealth 
in  which  we  are  to-day,  and  who  have  builded  this  model  city, 
must  be  a  people  who  are  in  step  with  the  march  of  modern 
progress,  and  who  are  in  touch  with  the  best  influences  that 
have  developed  in  this  last  end  of  this  marvelous  century.  Mr. 
Gladstone  said  that  the  one  greatest  thing  he  thanked  God  for 
was  that  he  had  permitted  him  to  live  in  the  last  half  of  the 
Nineteenth  Century,  because  it  was  a  period  of  emancipation. 
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It  has  been  a  period  in  which  more  thought  and  efifort  has  been 
expended  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  plain 
common  people  of  the  world  than  any  previous  period  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  It  has  been  a  period  in  which  govern- 
ment of  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  and  by  the  people  has 
been  fostered  and  developed.  It  has  been  a  period  in  which 
human  slavery  has  been  extinguished  in  every  civilized  nation. 
It  has  been  a  period  in  which,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  the  world,  war  has  been  prosecuted  on  the  sole  ground  of 
fraternity  and  human  rights.  It  has  been  a  period  in  which 
woman  has  been  elevated,  socially,  educationally,  in  business 
methods  and  politically.  It  has  been  a  period  in  which  millions 
of  homes  have  been  built  and  beautified  through  the  develop- 
ment of  the  idea  of  co-operation  in  the  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciations of  this  country.  And  it  has  been  a  period  in  which 
those  homes  have  had  thrown  over  them  the  advantages  of  pro- 
tection through  another  development  of  the  same  principle  of 
co-operation — the  great  fraternal  benefit  societies  of  the  United 
States. 

And  so,  Mr.  Mayor,  we  feel  sure  and  safe  in  bringing  to  day 
to  your  progressive  city  and  to  your  progressive  people  the 
representatives  of  this  great,  best,  and  most  beneficial  develop- 
ment of  this  great  Victorian  age.  This,  sir,  is  a  remarkable 
gathering.  You  see  before  you  men  and  women  from  every 
part  of  this  great  continent,  from  Canada,  from  New  England, 
from  the  great  Middle  States,  from  the  South,  from  the  great 
West,  and  from  the  Pacific  slope.  They  sit  here  to-day  repre- 
sentatives of  the  great  Fraternal  Benefit  system  of  this  country. 
They  represent  scores  of  societies  with  millions  of  members, 
and  with  millions  of  dollars  of  responsibility,  and  yet  having 
the  record  of  never  having  failed  to  meet  any  liability  which 
has  ever  come  upon  them,  and  collecting  annually  scores  of 
millions  of  dollars,  and  disbursing  it  through  the  grandest  sys- 
tem that  has  ever  been  seen  in  this  or  any  other  age. 

They   are   in   some   sense   competitors,   but  in   a  larger  and 
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broader  sense,  brothers  and  sisters.  They  are  naturally  anxious 
for  the  best  development  of  their  own  particular  societies,  and 
yet  more  than  anxious  for  the  progress  and  perpetuity  of  this 
great  system  of  which  their  individual  societies  are  but  individ- 
ual factors  ;  and  if,  Mr.  Mayor,  this  meeting  which  we  inaugu- 
rate here  to-day  can  but  extend  still  further  this  spirit  of  fra- 
ternity and  brotherly  love  among  us,  can  bind  us  together  still 
firmer  in  the  bonds  of  fraternity,  can  but  illustrate  to  the  six 
hundred  thousand  people  whom  you  represent  here  to-day  the 
greatness  and  the  importance  of  the  interests  which  we  repre- 
sent here  to-day,  our  meeting  here  with  you,  sir,  will  not  have 
been  in  vain. 

Your  city  is  the  home  of  one  of  the  best  of  these  fraternities, 
the  Order  whose  guests  we  are  while  we  remain  here.  They 
are  proud  of  their  home  among  you,  and  I  trust  and  hope  that 
your  people  appreciate  fully  the  advantage  which  this  society  is 
now,  and  will  be,  to  the  interests  of  your  city.  They  call  yours 
the  "  Monumental  City,"  but  I  think,  sir,  that  notwithstanding 
all  the  monuments  which  you  have  pointed  out  to  us,  that  the 
greatest  and  best  monuments  which  you  have  builded  here  are 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  comfortable  and  substantial 
homes  which  line  your  streets  and  avenues. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  man's  deeds  live  after  him.  I  have 
observed,  sir,  that  not  only  do  man's  deeds  live  after  him,  but 
his  mortgages  have  also  a  very  unfortunate  habit  of  living  after 
him,  and  I  doubt  whether  your  people  are  any  marked  excep- 
tion to  that  general  rule.  Among  the  certificates  which  are 
issued  by  these  benefit  societies  are  the  best  known  counter- 
irritants  for  this  complaint,  and  possibly  it  may  be,  sir,  that 
growing  out  of  this  ^.meeting  which  we  are  holding  in  your 
midst  to-day  there  may  be  an  influence  encouraging  a  greater 
consumption  among  the  people  of  your  city  of  the  home  grown 
variety  of  this  remedy.  However  that  may  be,  we  are  here, 
and  we  propose  for  the  next  four  days  to  have  a  whole  lot  of 
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fun  with  one  another  and  with  those  of  your  citizens  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  get  acquainted  with  us. 

We  expect  to  leave  your  town  with  regret,  sir,  and  we  expect 
to  carry  away  from  here  very  pleasant  memories  of  this  beauti- 
ful city,  of  its  energetic  and  progressive  administration,  and  of 
its  pleasant  and  hospitable  people. 

PRESENTATION. 

Past  President  Boynton  on  behalf  of  the  Congress,  presented 
to  President  Shepard  a  handsome  ebony  gold  mounted  gavel,  in 
recognition  of  his  services  as  President  of  the  Congress.  In 
presenting  it  he  said  : 

Mr.  Vice-President,  I  have  been  called  upon  without  a  moment's 
notice  to  perform  a  pleasant  duty.  I  regret  that  the  Secretary, 
of  the  Congress  did  not  give  me  at  least  a  hint  of  what  I  would 
be  called  upon  to  do.  Had  he  done  so  it  would  have  given  me 
an  opportunity  to  prepare  myself  for  the  occasion.  But  this  is 
a  world  of  surprises,  and  our  good  Secretary  enjoys  putting 
even  a  better  looking  man  than  himself  in  a  hole.  However,  let 
me  say  that,  notwithstanding  he  has  sprung  a  surprise  on  me,  I 
will  attempt  to  spring  one  on  someone  else. 

The  representatives  of  this  Congress^  both  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, realize  that  last  year,  in  my  native  city,  we,  by  a  unanimous 
vote>  elected  a  Shepard  to  look  after  this  fraternal  flock,  and 
placed  in  his  hands  the  emblem  of  authority.  During  the 
interim  his  sheep  have  wandered  around  caring  for  the  widows, 
orphans  and  dependents,  as  well  as  enjoying  themselves  and 
doing  good  in  other  ways.  He  has  called  us  together  in  annual 
session  to  render  an  account  of  our  labors  in  the  green  field  of 
fraternity  and  benevolence.  I  note  a  number  of  lambs  ^e  have 
not  seen  before  are  here  to  take  part  in  our  deliberations. 
Some  of  them  may  be  a  little  more  frisky  then  the  older  sheep^ 
and  hence  the  good  Shepard  may  have  more  or  less  trouble  in 
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controlling  them.  We  not  only  admire  but  love  our  presiding 
officer,  although  he  is  advancing  in  years.  I  realize  that  he  will 
have  his  hands  full  in  keeping  the  boys  and  girls  down  to  busi- 
ness. One,  young  and  handsome  like  myself,  might  enforce 
order  and  decorum  with  greater  ease  than  he  will  be  able  to  do. 

Looking  over  this  body  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  larger  than 
has  ever  assembled  before,  and  what  pleases  me,  and  to  a  greater 
extent  pleases  our  good  Shepard,  there  are  more  ladies,  and 
good-looking  intelligent  ones  at  that,  than  at  any  previous 
gathering.  Their  presence  will  undoubtedly  have  a  tendency 
to  keep  us  men  folks  in  line.  Still  our  good  President  will  need 
a  heavier,  stronger  apd  handsomer  emblem  of  his  office  than  he 
is  now  using— one  that  will  command  the  respect  and  attention 
of  the  representatives  of  this  Congress.  Believing  thus,  the 
sheep  and  lambs  of  his  flock  have  contributed  of  their  means 
and  purchased  a  testimonial  of  their  appreciation  of  the  duties 
he  will  have  to  perform  during  the  session,  and  which  they 
have  requested  me  to  hand  over  to  him  before  he  enters  upon 
active  work. 

I,  therefore,  Mr.  Vice-President,  take  great  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting our  good  President,  ^Brother  Shepard,  this  beautiful 
gavel,  the  emblem  of  authority,  and  hope  that  when  he  brings 
it  down  with  a  heavy  thud  upon  the  fraternal  pedestal,  all  will 
come  to  attention  and  the  business  of  the  Congress  will  run 
along  earnestly,  thoroughly  and  harmoniously, 

PRESIDENT   SHEPARD's   RESPONSE. 

Members  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  I  am  at  an  en- 
tire loss  of  language  to  give  expression  to  my  feelings  at  this 
recognition  of  your  jgood  will  in  the  presentation  of  so  magnifi- 
cent a  gift.  I  am  not  so  vain  as  to  suppose  that  this  comes 
entirely  from  what  little  endeavor  I  have  made  in  the  interest 
of  Fraternal  Protection,  but  in  part  because  of  the  high  office 
to  which  your  kindness  elected  me  one  year  ago.     But  be  the 
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reason  that  actuated  you  what  it  may,  I  accept  it  as  one  of 
the  greatest  compliments  ever  paid  me,  and  I  again  renew  my 
pledge  to  at  all  times,  so  far  as  I  may,  to  give  my  best  services 
to  that  cause  we  hold  the  highest  and  dearest  of  any  personal 
business  in  which  we  are  engaged.  From  the  bottom  of  my 
heart  I  thank  you. 
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FIRST     DAY 


MORNING  SESSION. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  16,  1898. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Session  of  the  National  Fraternal  Con- 
gress was  convened  in  Heptasoph's  Hall,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Tues- 
day, November  16,  1898.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at 
11  o'clock  A.  M,  by  President  J.  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

FORMAL   OPENING    OF    THE   SESSION. 

In  the  absence  of  the  regularly  appointed  Chaplain,  Rev. 
S.  P.  Lacey,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  invoked  the  blessing  of  Divine 
Providence  upon  the  Congress  and  its  work. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Session  of  the  Congress  being  declared 
duly  opened  for  the  transaction  of  business,  the  roll  was  called, 
and  after  filling  vacancies  the  following  Officers,  Committeemen, 
Medical  Examiners-in-Chief  and  Past  Presidents  were  reported 
present : 

OFFICERS. 

James  £.  Shepard,  President Lawrence,  Mass. 

D.  E.  Stevens,  Vice-President 1328  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

M.  W.  Sackett,  Secretary-Treasurer Meadville,  Pa. 

Rev.  S.  P.  Lacey.  Chaplain Newark,  N.  J. 
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COMMITTEES. 

Constitution  and  Laws, 

J.  G.  Johnsoq,  Chairman Peabody,  Kan. 

A.  R.  Savage Auburn,  Me. 

Julius  M.  Swain 120Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

John  Mulligan Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Bina  M.  West Port  Huron,  Mich. 

F.  W.  Sears Kansas  City,  Mo. 

O.  B.  Craig ....Fidelity  Building,  Baltimore,  Md. 

E.  S.  McClintock Topeka,  Kan. 

Miss  Marguerite  McCutchen Washington,  D.  C. 

Statutory  Legislation, 

John  Haskell  Butler,  Chairman 244  Washington  St ,  Boston,  Mass. 

John  W.  White Rock  Falls.  Ill . 

J.  W.  Goheen Philadelphia.  Pa. 

W.G.Ross ..Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Oronhyatekha,  M.  D Toronto,  Ont.,  Can. 

W.  S.  Linton ....Saginaw,  Mich. 

J.  S.  McKinstry Society  for  Savings  Buildings.  Cleveland,  O. 

Millard  R.  Powers 168  La  SaUe  St ,  Chicago,  111. 

A.  L.  Hereford Springfield,  111. 

J.  Scully  raft Keene.N.H. 

Wm.  G.  Morris 886  W.  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  lU. 

James  H.  Livingston Baltimore,  Md. 

Louis  A.  Steber St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Credtntials  and  Finance, 

John  J.  Acker,  Chairman Albany,  N.  Y. 

J.  A.  McGillivray Forester's  Temple,  Toronto  Ont,  Can. 

LeeR.  Sanborn.; 48  Niagara  St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Geo.  H.  Howard Cambridge,  Mass. 

J.  A.  Baden,  M.  O Baltimore,  Md. 

Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lacey Newark,  N.  J. 

E.  M.  Schryver Baltimore,  Md. 

Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Order, 

D.  P.  Markey,  Chairman Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Warner Topeka,  Kan. 

B.  F.  Nelson St  Louis,  Mo. 

G.DelVecchio .. .Chicago,  lU. 

John  G.  Mitchell Baltimore,  Md . 
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Fraternal  Press, 

W.  T.  Walker,  Chairman 417  Masonic  Temple,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

D.  W.  Gerard Crawfordsville,  Ind . 

P.  D.  Stratton Sharon,  Pa. 

EdwinO.Wood Flint,  Mich. 

John  G.  H.  Myers 160  Nassua  St.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Lillian  M.  Hollisler Detroit,  Mich . 

J.W.Myers Toledo,©. 

John  B.  Treibler,  Jr Baltimore,  Md. 

Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lacey Newark,  N.  J. 

Jurisprudence, 

W.  R.  Spooner,  Chairman 486  E.  117th  St.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

S.  A.  Will 424  Fifth  Ave,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

J.  G.  Johnson Peabody,  Kan . 

John  W.White Rock  Falls,  111. 

J.  D.  Clark Dayton,  O. 

W.  T.  Walker 417  Masonic  Temple,  Minneapolis,  Minn . 

W.  S.  Robson La  Grange,  Texas. 

Special  Committee  on  Rates, 

H.C.  Sessions Sioux  Falls,  South  Dak . 

Frederick  A.  Draper 68  Waverly  St.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

D.  P.  Markey Port  Huron,  Mich. 

James  E.  Shepard Lawrence,  Mass. 


MEDICAL  SXCTION. 

Officers, 

Dr.  C.  A.  McCollum,  Chairman 408  Masonic  Temple,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Moss Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Dr.  T.  Millman 59  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ont.,  Can. 

Executive  Committee  of  Medical  Section, 

Dr.  O.  Millard,  Chairman Flint,  Mich. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Christian P.  O.  Box  806,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Warner Topeka.  Kan . 

Dr.  J.  D.  Young Sution  X. ,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dr.  S.  Hanscom East  Somenrille,  Mass. 
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PRESS  SECTION. 

Officers. 

M.  W.  Sackett,  President Meadville.  Pa. 

F.  O.  Van  Galder,  Vice-President Sycamore,  111. 

Gilbert  Howell,  Secretary-Treasurer 275  Woodland  Ave.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Executive  Committee  of  Press  Section, 

M.  F.  Van  Buskirk,  Chairman 89  State  St.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

D.  W.  Gerard Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

F.  W.  Stevens Port  Huron,  Mich. 

M.  W.  Sackett Meadville,  Pa. 

F.  O.  Van  Galder Sycamore,  III. 

Gill>ert  Howell 275  Woodland  Ave.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Past  Presidents. 

John  Haskell  Butler,  1887-1889 Boston,  Mass. 

D.  H.  Shields.  M.  D,  1889-1890 .....Hannibal,  Mo. 

A.  R.  Savage,  1890-1891 Auburn,  Me. 

Adam  Warnock,  1891-1892 Boston,  Mass. 

N.  S.  Boynton,  1893-1894 Port  Huron,  Mich. 

S.  A.  Will,  1894-1895 Pittsburg,  Pa. 

W.  R.  Spooner,  1895-1896. New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  1896-1897 Peabody.  Kan. 

Medical  Examiner-in- Chief  (full  enrollment). 

Daniel  T.  Buzxell,  M.  D,  A.  B.  S ', Wilmington.  Mass. 

Jos.  A.  While,  M.  D.,  A.  G Richmond,  Va. 

J.  F.  Bush,  M.  D.,  A.  L.  of  H 200  Huntington  Ave  ,  Boston,  Mass. 

C.  S.  McClintock,  M.  D,  A.  O.  of  the  P Topeka,  Kan. 

D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D.,  A.  O.  U   W Hannibal,  Mo. 

G.  R.  Kuhn,  M.  D.,  C.  B.  L 122  Clinton  Ave..  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

F.  W.  Maloney,  M.  D.,  C.  R  &  B.  A 382  West  Ave.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

H.  Jameson,  M.  D.,  C.  F 28  E.  Ohio  St.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

E.  B.  Perkins,  M.  D.,  D.  of  H..  A.  O.  U.  W Ashland,  Wis. 

P.  A.  McCrea,  M.  D..  E.  K.  of  R Buflfalo,  N.  Y. 

A.  J.  Anderson,  M.  D.,  F.  A.  A    Lawrence,  Kan. 

J.  W.  P.  Bates,  M.  D.,  F.  L 1830  Madison  Ave ,  Baltimore,  Md. 

F.  S.  Wagenhals,  M.  D.,  F.  M.  C Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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A.  L.  Craig,  M.  D.,  F.  T Rock  Island.  III. 

S.  F.  McDcrmuth.  M.  D.,  F.  U.  of  A Denver,  Col. 

Fuller   Waters,  M.  D.,  G.  C Baltimore,  Md. 

T.  Waterman,  M.  D.,  H.  C 253  Newbury  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D.,  I.  O.  of  H 1801  Madison  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

T.  Millman,  M.  D  ,  I.  O.  of  F Toronto,  Ont. ,  Can . 

C.  S.  Chase,  M.  D,  I.  L.  of  H Waterloo,  la. 

S.  E.  H.  Tyler,  M.  D..  K.  of  the  G.  R Louisville,  Ky. 

H.  C.  Dalton,  M.  D.,  K.  of  H    St.  Louis,  Mo. 

H.  A.  Warner,  M.  D.,  K.  &  L.  of  S Topcka,  Kan. 

Fred'k  W.  Duncker,  M.  D.,  K.  &  L.  of  the  G.  S.,  772  Broad  St.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

M.  H.  Danforth,  M.  D.,  K.  of  the  M Port  Huron,  Mich. 

R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D.,  K.  of  the  M Port  Huron,  Mich. 

C.  E.  Clark,  M.  D.,  K.  &  L.  of  the  F Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Orson  Millard,  M.  D.,  K.  of  the  L.  G Flint,  Mich. 

Frank  Connolly,  M.  D.,  L.  C.  B.  A 82  Congress  St.,  Newark,  N.  J . 

H.  Patterson,  M.  D,  L.  of  the  R.  C 828  West  St.,  Wilmington.  Del. 

Theodore  F.  Morris,  M.  D.,  L*  A.  B.  A Belvidere,  N.  J. 

C.  A.  McCollum,  M.  D.,  M.  W.  of  A..  408  Masonic  Temple,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

J.  T.  Craig,  M.  D.,  N.  R.  A Kansas  City,  Mo. 

M.  R.  Brown,  M.  D.,  N.  U 84  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

*  Herbert  A.  Chase,  M.  D.,  N.  E.  O.  of  P 48  Milk  St..  Boston,  Mass. 

Herbert  G.  Jones,  M.  D.,  O.  U.  F Utica,  N.  Y. 

Salen  Heilnara,  M.  D.,  P.  H.  C Sharon,  Pa. 

Sanford  Hanscom,  M.  D.,  R.  A Somerville,  Mass. 

W.  K.  Harrison,  M.  D.,  R.  L 1608  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  111. 

Susan  G.  Snyder.  M.  D.,  R.  N.  of  A Council  Bluffs,  la. 

W.  G.  Weaver,  M.  D.,  R.  S.  of  G.  F Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

J.  W.  Grosvenor,  M.  D.,  R.  T.  of  T 118  Plymouth  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

W.  A.  Goodwin,  M.  D.,  T.  R.  H Aurora,  Neb. 

C.  A.  Van  Velier,  M.  D.,  S.  F Fort  Scott,  Kan. 

F.  J.  Martenet,  M.  D.,  S.  of  H Baltimore,  Md. 

J.  F.  Myers.  M.  D.,  S.  C.  of  H Rock  Island,  111. 

W.  K.  Harrison,  M.  D.,  S.  L.  O.  M.  P 52  Waltham  Place,  Chicago,  III. 

J.  F.  Davidson,  M.  D.,  S.  T.  B.  H Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

Emory  L.  White,  M.  D.,  U.  O.  of  the  P.  F Somerville,  Mass. 

J.  D.  Young,  M.  D..  U.  G.  of  the  G.  C Station  X,  Boston,  Mass. 

Jas.  Mason,  M.  D.,  W.  of  the  W 1708  Edmondson  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
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Document  No.  1. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CREDENTIALS    AND    FINANCE. 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance,  through  its 
chairman,  Mr.  Acker,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted,  and  the  delegates  from  the  various  societies  therein 
named  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Congress  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance  would  report  that  they  have  ex- 
amined the  credentials  of  the  representatives  of  the  several  societies  that  are 
members  of  this  Congress,  which  are  embraced  in  the  attached  list,  giving  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  representatives  and  Supreme  Medical  Examiners. 

American  Benefit  Society, 

Charles  H.  Burr,  M.  D Boston,  Mass. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Daniel  T.  Buzzell,  M.  D Wilmington,  Mass. 

American  Guild, 

S.  Galeski Richmond,  Va. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Jos.  A.White Richmond,  Va. 

American  Legion  of  Honor, 

Alfred  J.  Carr Baltimore,  Md. 

Adam  Wamock 200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 

F.  O.  Downes ; 200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  F.  Bush,  M.  D 200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids, 

E.  S.  McClintock Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  S.  McCiintock,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 

Ancient  Order  of  United  IVorkmen, 

W.  S.  Robson La  Grange,  Tex. 

H.  C.  Sessions Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak. 

J.  C.  Bickford Manchester,  N.  H. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D Hannibal,  Mo. 
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CathoUc  BiHivolent  Ltgion, 

Robert  H.  Goldsmith Baltimore,  Md. 

Alfred  V.  Harding New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Sop.  Med.  Ex.  G.  R.  Kuhn,  M.  D 132  Clinton  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

CatkolU  Relief  and  Benefit  AssocieitUn, 

Thomas  H.  O'Neal IdO  Genesee  St,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Sap.  Med.  Ex.  F.  W.  Maloney.  M.  D 882  West  Ave.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Chosen  Friends, 

William  B.  Wilson ...Newark.  N.J. 

Howard  H.  Morse 10  WaU  St.,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Sap.  Med.  Ex.  H.  Jameson,  M.  D 28  E.  Ohio  St..  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Degree  of  Honor,  A,  O.  U,  fV. 

GinevraL.  Miller 4146  W.  Belle  Place,  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Sop.  Med.  Ex.  E.  B.  Perkins,  M.  D AshUnd,  Wis. 

Empire  Knights  of  Relief 

A.  P.  Burkhart Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  P.  A.  McCrca Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Fraternal  A  id  Association.  • 

Lewis  A.  Ryder , Topeka,  Kan. 

Sop.  Med.  Ex.  A.  J.  Anderson.  M.  D. . .   Lawrence,  Kan. 

Fraternal  Legion, 
Sop.  Med.  Ex.  J.  W.  P.  Bates,  M.  D 1880  Madison  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Fraternal  Mystic  Circle, 

W.H.Snyder Philadelphia,  Pa. 

E.  N.  Haag Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sap.  Med.  Ex.  F.  S.  Wagenhals,  M.  D Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Fraternal  Ttibunes, 

W.  C.  Galloway Aledo,  111 . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  A.  L.Craig.  M.  D 
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Fraternal  Union  of  America. 

F.  F.  Roose Omaha,  Neb. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  S.  F.  McDermuth,  M,  D Denver,  Col. 

Golden  Chain. 

Jobo  C.  Simering. . .   Baltimore,  Md.  \ 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Fuller  Waters,  M.  D Baltimore,  Md. 

Home  Circle, 

W.  E.  Wood Utica,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  E.  Waterman,  M.  D 252  Newbury  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs, 

Samuel  H.  Tattersall Heptasophs  Bldg.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Harry  Goldman Baltimore,  Md. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D 1801  Madison  Ave  ,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters, 

George  A.  Harper Toronto,  Ont.,  Can. 

Albert  E.  Stevenson 6486  Kimbark  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

H.  A.  Collins Toronto,  Ont.,  Can. 

Dr.  Charles  G.  Frowert 289  N.  12th  St ,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Elliott  G.  Stevenson Detroit,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  T.  Millman,  M.  D Toronto,  Ont ,  Can. 

Iowa  Legion  of  Honor, 

Charles  R.  Clark Montezuma,  la. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  S.  Chase,  M.  D Waterloo,  la. 

Knights  of  the  Golden  Rule, 

S.  M.  Bernhard Louisville,  Ky . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  S.  E.  H.  Tyler Louisville,  Ky. 

Knights  of  Honor, 
James  O.  Pierce Minneapolis,  Minn. 

A.  R.  Savage Auburn,  Me. 

B.  F.  Nelson St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  C,  PftHon,  M-  P, St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security, 

W.  B.  Kirkpatrick Topcka,  Kan. 

J.  M.  Wallace Topeka.  Kan . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  A.  Warner,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star, 

Rev.  S.  P.  Lacey 722  Broad  St.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Fredk.  W.  Duncker,  M.  D 722  Broad  St..  Newark,  N.  J. 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 

Thomas  Watson Port  Huron,  Mich . 

Thomas  H.  Lawry Oakdale,  Pa. 

H.  M.  Parker Elyria,  Ohio. 

D.  D.  Aitkin Flint.  Mich. 

James  B.  McDannell Buflfalo,  N.  Y. 

J.  D.  Long  Detroit,  Mich. 

Emma  S  Olds Norwalk.  Ohio. 

Frances  E.  Burns St.  Louis,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  M.  H.  Danforih.  M.  D Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside, 

E.  B.  Pfost Kansas  City,  Kan. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  E.  Clark Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard, 

Edwin  O.  Wood Flint,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Orson  Millard,  M.  D Flint,  Mich. 

Leulies*  Catholic  Benevolent  Association, 

Mary  E.  McGuire Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  McGuirk 80  Joralemon  St.,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Frank  Connolly.  M.  D 82  Congress  St.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Legion  of  the  Red  Cross. 

Peter  B.  Ayers Wilmington,  Del. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  Patterson,  M.  D 828  West  St..  Wilmington,  Del. 
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Loyal  Additional  Bemfit  Association, 

P.  H.  Charlock Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Theodore  F.  Morris,  M.  D Belvidere,  N.  J. 


Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 

William  A.  Nonhcolt Greenville,  111. 

Jasper  N.  Reece Springfield,  III. 

Charles  W.  Hawes Rock  Island,  111. 

Adolphas  R.  Talbot Lincoln,  Neb. 

Benjamin  D.  Smith Mankato,  Mino. 

Marvin  Quackenbush. Dundee,  111. 

John  W.White Rock  Falls,  lU. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  A.  McCoUum,  M.  D.,  408  Masonic  Temp.,  Minneapolis,  Mino. 


National  Aid  Association. 

Alonzo  Wardell Topeka,  Kan. 

Sup,  Med.  Ex.  


National  Reserve  Association, 

F.  W.  Sears Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  T.  Craig,  M.  D Kansas  City,  Mo. 


National  Union. 

J.W.  Myers Box  83,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

H.  H.  Cabaniss Ca.  Atlanta  Journal,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  M.  R.  Brown 84  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

Lucius  P.  Demming New  Haven,  Codo. 

George  H.  Howard Cambridge,  Mass. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Herbert  A.  Chase,  M.  D 48  Milk  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Order  United  Friends, 

John  G.  H.  Meyers 150  Nassau  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Herbert  G.  Jones,  M.  D Utica,  N.  Y. 
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Prottcttd  Homt  Circle . 

W.  S.  Palmer Sharon,  Pa. 

A.  W.  Williams Sharon .  Pa . 

Sop.  Med.  Ex.  Dr.  Salen  Heilnara Sharon,  Pa. 

Royal  Arcanum . 

W.  O.  Robion Station  A.,  Box  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 

J.  M.  McKinstry 519  Society  for  Savings.  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

A.C.  Salmon 119  Montague  St.,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

S.  U.  Trent 98  Diamond  St.,  Pitubarg,  Pa. 

W.  Holt  Apgar 183  East  State  St,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Edson  M.  Schryyer 18  W<  Saratoga  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Sanford  Hanscom,  M.  D East  Somerville,  Mass. 

Reyal  League, 

Chas.  E.  Piper 1608  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  111. 

C.  C.  Linthicum 1200  Monodnock  Building,  Chicago,  111 . 

Chas.  E.  Bonnell 1608  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  111. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  K.  Harrison,  M.  D 1608  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  111. 

Royal  Neighbors  of  America. 

ElixaD.  Watt Omaha,  Neb. 

Susan  G.  Snyder Council  Bluffs,  la. 

Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows, 

John  Mulligan Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

J.  H.  McGregor,  M.  D Montague,  Me. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  G.  Weaver,  M.  D Wilkesbarre.  Pa. 

Royal  Templars  of  Temperance, 

Lee  R.  Sanborn 48  Niagara  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

EibonB.Rew Buffalo.  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  W.  Grosvenor 118  Plymouth  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Tkt  Royal  Highlanders, 

A  R.  Talbot Lincoln,  Neb. 

tiup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  A.  Goodwin,  M.  D Aurora,  Neb. 
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SeUct  Friends, 
Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  A.  Van  Velzer,  M.  D Fort  Scott,  Kan. 


Shield  of  Honor, 

Dr.  Edwin  G.  Hawkes .Philadelphia.  Pa. 

James  H.  Livingston Baltimore,  Md . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  F.  J.  Martenet,  M.  D Baltimore.  Md. 


Supreme  Court  of  Honor, 

J.  E.  White,  M.  D Urbana,  111. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  F.  Myers.  M.  D Rock  Island.  III. 


Supreme  Lodge,  Order  Mutual  Protection, 

G.  Del  Vecchio Room  810.  269  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  III. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  K.  Harrison.  M.  D 52  Waltham  Place,  Chicago,  111. 


Supreme  Tribe  Ben-Hut, 

D.  W.  Gerard Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  F.  Davidson.  M.  D Crawfordsville.  Ind . 


United  Order  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers, 

Henry  S.  Treadwell Boston,  Mass . 

J.  Scully  Taft Keenc,  N.  H . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Emory  L.  White,  M.  D Somerville,  Mass. 


United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross. 

Fessenden  I.  Day Lewiston,  Maine. 

W.  R.  Cooper Knoxville,  Tenn . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  D.  Young,  M.  D Station  X.  Boston,  Mass. 


Woodmen  of  the   World. 

Joseph  Cullen  Root Omaha,  Neb. 

John  T.  Yates Omaha,  Neb. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Jas.  Masson,  M.  D 1708  Edmondson  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
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Your  committee  would  also  report  that  they  have  examined  the  constitutions, 
laws  and  literature  of  the  societies  hereinafter  named  that  have  applied  for 
membership  in  this  body,  and,  as  they  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  our 
constitution,  we  would  recommend  their  admission  as  members  of  the  Fraternal 
Congress  upon  payment  of  the  requisite  fees: 

The  American  Guild,  Richmond,  Va  ;  American  Benefit  Society,  Boston, 
Mass. ;  The  Royal  Highlanders,  Aurora,  Neb. ;  The  Fraternal  Tribunes,  Rock 
Island,  111.;  Catholic  Relief  and  Benefit  Association,  Auburn,  N.  Y.;  and 
Degree  of  Honor,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  Jackson,  Mich. 

Your  committee  have  bad  before  them  the  application  of  five  other  societies, 
whose  objects  and  purposes  are  certainly  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  our  Fra- 
ternal Congress,  but  whose  laws  do  not  fully  comply  with  our  constitution.  As 
most  of  these  societies  are  young  and  seem  desirous  of  complying  with  our 
requirements,  it  has  been  pointed  out  to  each  particular  one  in  what  respect  they 
should  amend  their  laws,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  in  due  time  such  changes 
will  be  made  so  they  may  be  eligible  to  membership,  from  which  they  are  now 

debarred. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

John  J.  Acker, 
Lks  R.  Sanborn, 
Geo.  H.  Howard, 
Sam'l  p.  Lacky, 
J.  W.  Baden, 
John  A.  McGillivray, 

E.  M.  SCHRYVEE, 

Committee, 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  following  Program  of 
Order  of  Business  for  this  meeting  of  the  Congress,  which  was 
approved : 

ORDER  OF   BUSINESS. 
First  Day,  Tuesday,  November  15,  1898. 

MORNING    session. 

1.  Reception. 

;^  3.  Formal  Opening. 

3.  Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Membership,  and  action  thereon. 

4.  Address  of  President,  James  E.  Shepard. 

5.  Address  of  Vice-President,  D.  E.  Stevens. 
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6.  Report  of  Secretary-Treasurer,  M.  W.  Sackett. 

7.  Appointment  of  Committee  on  Distribution  and  Reference  of  Official 
Reports. 

8.  Introduction  of  Memorials,  Resolutions,  etc.,  for  Reference  to  Com- 
mittees. 

9.  Introduction  of  Resolutions  for  Immediate  Action. 

AFTBRNOON  SESSION. 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Distribution. 

2.  Appointment  of  Special  Committees. 

MEDICAL    SECTION. 

8.  Address  by  the  Chairman,  A.  C.  McCoUum,  M.  D.,  Head  Physician, 
Modem  Woodmen  of  America. 

4.  Paper—"  The  Relation  of  Cancer  to  Fraternal  Benefit  Risks,'*  by  J.  W. 
Grosvenor,  M.  D.,  Supreme  Medical  Examiner,  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance. 

Discussion — Sanford  Hanscom,  M.  D.,  Supreme  Medical  Examiner,  Royal 
Arcanum ;  R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D.,  Supreme  Medical  Examiner,  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees  ;  Thomas  Millman,  M.  D.,  Supreme  Medical  Examiner,  Independent 
Order  Foresters.  ' 

5.  Paper^"The  Medical  Department  of  Fraternal  Orders  ts.  That  of  Old 
Line  Companies,"  by  J.  T.  Craig,  M.  D.,  Supreme  Medical  Examiner,  National 
Reserve  Association. 

6.  Paper— '*  Our  Medical  Examiner,*' by  A.  J.  Anderson,  M.  D.,  Supreme 
Medical  Examiner,  Fraternal  Aid  Association. 

7.  Paper— "Can  we  better  Guard  the  Pass?"  by  S.  T.  McDermuth,  M.  D., 
Supreme  Medical  Examiner,  Fraternal  Union  of  America. 

Discussion— J.  D.  Young,  M.  D.,  Supreme  Medical  Examiner,  United  Order 
of  the  Golden  Cross ;  Wallace  K.  Harrison,  M.  D.,  Supreme  Medical  Exaflsiner, 
Royal  League. 

8.  Paper**' Mortality  in  War,"  by  O.  Millard,  M.  D.,  Supreme  Medical 
Examiner,  Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard. 

Discussion  by  the  Section. 

9.  Paper—**  Method  of  Reviewing  Medical  Blanks,  by  the  Medical  Director, 
and  the  Result,"  by  J.  D.  Young,  M.  D.,  Supreme  Medical  Examiner, 
United  Order  Golden  Cross. 
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PS.KSS  SECTION— FIRST  SESSION. 

1.  Report  of  President,  M.  W.  Sackett. 

2.  Report  of  Vice-President,  F.  O.  Van  Galder. 

8.     Report  of  Secretary-Treasurer,  Gilbert  Howell. 

4.  Report  of  Chairman  Ezecutire  Committee,  M.  F.  Van  Buskirk. 

5.  Report  of  Committee  on  Laws,  E.  L.  Young. 

0.  Report  of  Committee  on  Pinance,  W.  Warae  Wilson.^ 

7.  Presentation  of  Resolutions,  etc.,  for  Reference  to  Committees. 

8.  Presentation  of  Resolutions,  etc.,  for  Immediate  Action. 

9.  Appointment  of  Special  Committees. 

10.  Paper—'*  The  Secular  Press,  a  Factor  in  Fraternalism,"  by  F.  W.  Stev- 
ens, Bee  Hive. 

Discussion— P.  T.  Stratton,  Protected  Home  Circle  Gazette  ;  J.  N.  Wallace, 
Knighu  and  Ladies  of  Security  Journal ;  B.  F.  Hildebrand,  Court  of  Honor. 
Miscellaneous  discussion. 

11.  Paper—**  Benefit  of  Fraternalism  to  the  Home,"  by  Miss  Emma  E. 
Bower,  The  Lady  Maccabee. 

Discussion— Miss  Bina  M.  West,  The  Review ;  Rev.  S.  P.  Lacey,  Fraternal 
Guide ;  W.  Higgins,  Ufe  Advocate. 
Miscellaneous  discussion. 

12.  Paper— *' The  Fraternal  Press  should  lead,  not  follow,  in  advocating 
Improved  Methods  and  Greater  Security  ia  Fraternal  Protection,"  by  W. 
Warne  Wilson,  Columbian  Herald. 

Discussion— F.  W.  Sears.  National  Reserve ;   E.  O.  Wood,  Loyal  Guard ; 
R.  L.  Tilton,  Loyal  Workman. 
Miscellaneous  discussion. 

Second  Day,  Wednesday,  November  16, 1898. 

MORNING    session. 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders,  D.  P.  Mar- 
key,  Chairman. 

2w     Report  of  ^Special  Committee  on  Rates,  H.  C.  Sessions,  Chairman. 

8.     Presentation  of  Papers  and  Discussion  thereon. 

(a)  Paper— Fraternal  Co-operation- Can  it  Survive  the  Assaulu  Without 
and  the  Pressure  Within?*'  by  N.  S.  Boynton,  Past  President,  Knighu  of  the 
Maccabees. 
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(b)  Paper — **Oar  Fraternity  is  only  Real  when  Equity  is  given  iu  fall 
cflfcct."  by  D.  E.  Stevens,  Vice-President,  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle. 

Discussion  on  *'a"  and  *'b"— A.  R.  Savage,  Past  President,  Knights  of 
Honor ;  Wm.  A.  Morthcott,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America ;  D.  W.  Gerard, 
Ben-Hur. 

(c)  Paper— *' What  has  Woman  Accomplished  in  Fraternal  Benefit  Soci- 
eties?" by  Miss  Bina  M.  West,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees. 

Discussion — Mrs.  E.  B.  McCowan,  Ladies'  Catholic  Benevolent  Association ; 
Miss  Lillian  M.  Hollister,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees  ;  Mrs.  Gioevra 
L.  Miller,.  Degree  of  Honor,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

(d)  Paper^*'  Is  it  Possible  to  Maintain  a  Ratio  Between  the  Advancing  Age 
of  Members  and  an  Infusion  of  Younger  Lives  that  shall  Practically  Control 
the  Mortuary  Rate?"  by  W.  O.  Robson,  Royal  Arcanum. 

Discussion— Howard  H.  Morse,  Chosen  Friends ;  A .  V.  Harding,  Catholic 
Benevolent  Legion ;  C.  Del  Vecchlo,  Supreme  Lodge,  Mutual  Protection. 
General  Discussion  to  follow. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
MEDICAL   SECTION. 

1.  Executive  Session. 

2.  Election  of  Officers. 

8.     Miscellaneous  Business. 

PRESS  SECTION. 

1.  Action  upon  Reports  of  Officers  and  Standing  Committees. 

2.  Action  upon  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 
8.  Election  of  Officers  and  Executive  Committee. 
4.  Miscellaneous  Business. 

6.  Paper— ''Fraternity  the  Basis  of  Good  Government,"  by  Hon.  W.  S. 
Linton,  Saginaw,  Mich. 

Discussion — H.  C.  Sessions,  DakoU  Visitor ;  A.  L.  Hereford,  Court  of  Honor; 
E.  S.  McClintock,  The  Pyramid. 

Miscellaneous  Discussion. 

6.  Paper—"  Evolution  of  the  Fraternal  Press,"  by  M.  F.  Van  Buskirk, 
Fraternal  Monitor. 

Discussion— D.  W.  Gerard,  The  Chariot ;  F.  O.  Van  Galder,  The  Modem 
Woodman  ;  E.  B.  Rew,  Royal  Templar. 

Miscellaneous  discussion. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL   FRATERNAL   CONGRESS.  27 

7.  Paper— •'Woman  in  Fraternal  Work,"  by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hawes. 
Discussion— Mrs.  Luella  K.  Webster,  Michigan  Herald ;  S.  B   Carleton,  The 

Sentinel;  Julius  M.  Swain,  Our  Home. 

Miscellaneous  discussion. 

8.  Paper— **  Co-operation  as  R/presented  in  the  Fraternal  Press  Associ- 
ation :    What  it  may  Accomplish/'  by  Wm.  L.  Young,  Ohio  Maccabee. 

Discussion— P.  C.  Chubbic,  Western  Woodman  ;  Dr.  J.  H.  Christian,  I.  O. 
H.  Advocate  ;  O.  B.  Craig,  The  Golden  Chain. 

Miscellaneous  discussion. 

9.  Symposium,  introduced  by  W.  Warne  Wilson. 

10.  Introduction  of  New  Officers, 

11.  Appointment  of  Standing  Committees  for  ensuing  year. 

12.  Final  Adjournment. 

Third  Day,  Thursday,  November  17,  1898. 

morning  session. 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  W.  R.  Spooner,  P.  P.  Chairman. 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Fraternal  Press,  W.  T.  Walker,  Chairman. 
8.     Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

4.     Presentation  of  Papers  and  Discussion  thereon . 

{a)  Paper — '*  The  Natural  Premium  at  attained  Age,  or  the  Natural  Premium 
Loaded  to  make  a  Level  Rate  ;  Which  may  best  be  applied  to  an  Order  having 
a  large  Financial  Liability  and  no  Reserve  or  Emergency  Protection  ?"  by  F.  W. 
S^ars,  National  Reserve  Association . 

Discussion — Jno.  J.  Acker,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen;  Julius  M.  Swain, 
Home  Circle  ;  Louis  A,  Steber,  Chosen  Friends. 

General  discussion  to  follow. 

(ii)  Paper — "The  Natural  Premium  or  Step  Rate  as  already  Applied  to 
Orders  Belonging  to  this  Congress,"  by  Fred  O.  Downes,  American  Legion  of 
Honor. 

Discussion — B.  F.  Nelson,  Knights  of  Honor ;  J.  W.  Myers,  National  Union; 
W.  S.  Robson,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

General  discussion  to  follow. 

(f)  Paper—**  A  Graded  Rate  according  to  Age,  without  Reserve  as  already 
Applied  to  Orders  Belonging  to  this  Congress,"  by  Lee  R  Sanborn,  Royal 
Templars  of  Temperance. 
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Discussion— W.  R.  Cooper,  United  Order  Golden  Cross ;  Ed.  L.  Yoong, 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees ;  Samuel  H.  Tattersall,  Independent  Order  Hepta- 
sophs. 

General  discussion  to  follow. 

(d)  Paper— *'GoTemmental  Supervision  of  Fraternal  Benefit  Societies,"  by 
F.  A.  Draper,  Home  Circle. 

Discussion  to  follow. 


Fourth  Day,  Friday,  November  18,  1898. 

morning  session. 

1.  Report  of  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws,  J.  G.  Johnson,  P.  P. 
Chairman. 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation,  John  Haskell  Butler,  P.  P. 
Chairman. 

8.  Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance,  John  J.  Acker,  Chair- 
man. 

4.  Unfinished  business. 

5.  Election  of  officers. 

6.  Fixing  place  for  holding  next  session. 

7.  Induction  of  new  officers  in  position. 

Note. — The  papers  presented,  read  and  discussed  befoie  the  Congress  at 
various  times  during  its  session  will  be  found  under  the  separate  h^uiings, 
*'  Medical  Section,'*  '*  Fraternal  Press  Section  "  and  **  Papers  Presented." 

President  Shepard  appointed  as  Committee  on  Distribution 
of  Officers'  Reports,  Past  President  D.  H.  Shields,  Mr.  Geo.  H. 
Howard,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Sears,  of  Kansas. 

President  Shepard  presented  his  annual  report  to  the  Con* 
gress  (see  Appendix),  which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Distribution. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  Sackett  presented  his  annual  report 
(see  Appendix),  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
tribution. 

Mr.  Samuel  H.Tattersall,of  Maryland,  on  behalf  of  acommittee 
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consisting  of  representatives  of  the  various  fraternal  benefit 
societies  in  th^  city  of  Baltimore,  extended  an  invitation  to  the 
delegates,  their  ladies  and  friends,  to  participate  in  a  banquet 
Thursday  evening,  which  was  accepted  with  the  thanks  of  the 
Congress. 

On  motion,  it  was  decided  not  to  hold  an  afternoon  session 
to-day. 

Recess  was  taken  until  9.30  o'clock  a.  ic.,  tomorrow  (Wednes- 
day). 
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SECON  D     DAY 


MORNING  SESSION. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  November  16,  1898. 


The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  9.30  o'clock,  a.  m.,  Presi- 
dent Shepard  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.*  Samuel  P.  Lacey. 


Document  No.  2. 

Mr.  Del  Vecchio,  of  Illinois,  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and 
Laws : 

**  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws  be,  and  is  hereby, 
instructed  to  prepare  and  present  an  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  of  the  National 
Fraternal  Congress,  changing  the  time  of  meeting  from  the  month  of  November 
to  the  month  of  September."  Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  Del  Vecchio, 
Ofdrr  Mutual  Protection. 

Document  No,  3. 

Mr.  E.  S.  McClintock,  of  Missouri,  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  Laws  : 

**  Whereas ^  Annual  conventions,  associations  and  conferences,  many  of  tbecn 
of  far  less  importance  than  the  Fraternal  Congress,  are  favored  by  the  various 
transportation  lines  with  reduced  rates  of  travel. 
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**  Therefore  be  it  Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  named  by  this  Con- 
gress, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  up  with  the  various  transportation  lines  the 
matter  of  rates.  Commencing  early,  so  that  arrangements  may  be  perfected, 
securing  a  rate  of,  at  most,  one  fare  for  the  round  trip  for  all  persons  who  may 
desire  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Fraternal  Congress  to  be  held  in  1899.*' 

E.  S.  McClintock, 
Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids,  * 

Document  No.  4. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    DISTRIBUTION. 

Past  President  Shields,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
tribution, presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Distribution,  to  whom  were  referred  the  reports  of  the 
President  and  Secretary-Treasurer,  beg  leave  to  report  them  back  with  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations : 

1.  That  all  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  President,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  sub-head  '*  Report  of  Committee  on  Rates/'  be  approved. 

2.  That  part  under  the  sub-head"'  Report  of  Committee  on  Rates,"  down 
to  the  word  "  I,"  in  the  sixth  line  from  the  bottom  of  page  4,  be  referred  to  the 
"Committee  of  the  Whole,"  to  be  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  "Report  of 
Committee  on  Rates.'* 

8.  That  part  from  the  word  "  I "  to  the  sub  head  **  Actuarial  Assistance,'' 
on  page  6,  to  the  "Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation." 

4.  That  part  under  the  sub-head  "  Actuarial  Assistance,"  to  the  "  Commit, 
tee  on  Constitution  and  Laws." 

5.  That  part  under  the  sub  heads  "  Insurance  Commissioners'  Convention  " 
and  "  The  War  Revenue  Tax"  be  approved. 

6.  That  part  under  subheads  "  Some  Non-Fraternal  Orders"  and  "  Reports 
for  Committee  on  Statistics,'*  to  the  "  Committee  on  Statistics  and  Good  of  the 
Order." 

7.  That  part  under  the  sub-head  "Constitution  and  Laws,"  to  the  "Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  Laws." 

8.  That  part  under  the  sub-head  **A  Uniform  Law,'*  to  the  "Committee 
on  Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Order." 

9.  That  part  under  the  sub-head  "  The  Unexpected  Demand  "  be  approved. 
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10.  That  part  under  the  sub-head  "  The  Medical  Section/*  to  the  '*  Medical 
Section." 

11.  That  part  under  the  sub-head  •*  The  Fraternal  Press  "  to  the  conclution 
bt  approved. 

13.  That  the  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  under  the  inb- 
head  "  Proceedings,"  be  referred  to  the  "  Committee  on  Finance." 

18.  That  part  under  the  sub-heads  '*Sutistical  Reports,  Etc.'*  and  *'  New 
Societies  Admitted,"  be  approved. 

14.  That  part  under  the  sub-head  <*  General  Remarks,"  down  to  the  end  of 
the  paragraph,  to  the  '*  Committee  on  Sutistics  and  Good  of  the  Order." 

15.  That  part  from  the  beginning  of  the  second  paragraph  on  page  5  to  the 
beginning  of  the  last  paragraph  on  same  page  be  approved. 

18.  That  part  beginning  at  the  last  paragraph  on  page  5,  to  third  paragraph 
on  page  6,  to  the  "  Committee  of  the  Whole." 

17.  The  rest  under  that  sub-head,  to  the  "  Committee  on  Statistics  and  Good 
of  the  Order." 

18.  All  under  the  sub-head  **  Financial  Statement,"  to  the  **  Committee  oo 
Finance.*' 

Fraternally  submitted, 

«  D.  H.  Shiblds, 

George  H.  Howard, 
F.  W.  Sears, 

PffmmiiUe, 

Document  No,  6. 

Mr.  John  G.  H.  Meyers,  of  New  York,  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Statutory 
Legislation  : 

*^  Resolved,  That  when  and  where  practicable  the  Committee  on  Sutatory 
Legislation  endeavor  to  secure  state  legislation  compelling  coroners,  cofones's 
physicians  or  other  physicians,  or  oflScials  having  charge  of  public  institntions, 
to  furnish  the  requisite  certificate  or  proof  of  death  of  a  person  on  the  demand 
of  any  person  entitled  thereto,  at  a  charge  not  to  exceed  $3.00,  and  said  certifi- 
cate to  be  deemed  legal  proof  of  the  death  of  the  person  therein  named." 

John  G.  H.  Meyers, 

Ofder  United  Friends. 
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Document  No,  6. 

Mr.  McKinstry,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance: 

Re  solved y  That  three  hundred  copies  of  all  papers  on  the  program  to  be  read 
before  the  Congress  not  submitted  in  printed  form,  be.  printed  and  placed  in  the 
custody  of  the  secretary  for  distribution  to  the  representatives  of  the  Congress. 

J.  M.  McKinstry, 

Royal  Arcanum. 
Recess  taken  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  President 
Shepard  in  the  chair. 

Document  No,  7. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON  STATISFICS    AND   GOOD    OF    THE  ORDER. 

Mr.  Markey^  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Statistics  and 
Good  of  the  Orders,  presented  the  annual  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, reviewing  the  work  done  by  the  various  Orders  for  the 
year  1897.  The  recommendation  "that  a  committee  of  the 
Congress  be  appointed  to  meet  with  the  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners at  their  next  annual  meeting,"  was  adopted  and  the  entire 
report  ordered  printed  in  the  Journal  of  Proceedings.  (See 
Appendix.) 

Document  No,  8. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON     CREDENTIALS    AND     FINANCE. 

Mr.  Acker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  and 
Finance,  presented  the  following  report  on  Document  No.  6, 
which  was  adopted  : 
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7>  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  question  of  printing  any  or  all  of 
the  papers  read  before  tha  Congress,  so  they  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  mem- 
bers for  use  in  case  of  discussion  of  the  subjects  upon  which  such  papers  might 
have  a  bearing,  would  respectfully  report : 

That  they  have  consulted  with  Brothers  Boyntcn  and  Stevens,  whose  papers 
have  been  read,  and  with  the  Committee  on  Rates,  whose  report  has  not  yet 
been  made  to  this  Congress,  and  they  find  the  following  conditions  : 

First — All  papers  read  before  the  Congress,  unless  specially  otherwise  ordered 
by  the  Congress,  are  published  in  full  in  our  proceedings. 

Second — "  By  order  of  the  Congress,  it  is  hereby  announced  that  the  Nation- 
al Fraternal  Congress  is  not  responsible  for  any  opinion  expressed  in  any  paper 
read  before  the  Congress,  nor  are  said  opinions  to  be  taken  as  the  views  of  the 
Congress,  unless  the  records  of  the  Congress  shall  show  that  an  affirmative  vote 
was  taken  thereon.  Members  are  to  be  allowed  full  freedom  in  expressing  their 
opinions  at  all  times,  but  they  cannot  in  any  manner  bind  the  Congress.*' 

Third — The  important  question  before  the  Congress  at  this  session  seems  to 
be  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rates,  and  the  final  dis- 
position thereof  by  this  body. 

Fourth — That  the  report  will  be  submitted  in  a  printed  form  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  will  be  discussed  in  full  by  the  members. 

Fif ih — The  shortness  of  time  for  the  printing  of  papers  read,  or  to  be  read, 
the  difficulty  of  selecting  in  advance  which  should  be  printed,  the  cost  to  be  en- 
tailed upon  the  Congress  by  such  printing,  and  the  now  prevalent  custom  of 
persons  presenting  papers  having  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  for  distribution 
after  reading,  all  lead  your  committee  to  make  the  following  recommendation  : 

That  none  of  the  papers  read,  or  to  be  read,  before  this  Congress,  upon  any 
subject,  be  printed  except  in  the  usual  method  in  the  Journal,  but  that  all  re- 
ports of  committees  which  are  likely  to  elicit  discussion  be  presented  in  printed 

form. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  J.  Ackrr, 

Lbb  R.  Sanborn, 

J.  A.  Baden, 

J.  A.  McGlLLIVRAY, 

George  H.  Howard, 
Samuel  P.  Lacey, 

E.  M.  SCHRYVER, 

C0mmUtei, 
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Document  No.  9. 

Mr.  Acker,  of  New  York,  presented  the  following  statement 
and  motion  relative  thereto,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  subject 
matter  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Past 
President  Johnson,  Mr.  Robson,  of  Texas,  and  Mr.  Swain,  of 
Massachusetts  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

There  is  a  subject  matter  which  I  think  would  be  of  interest  to  this  Congress, 
if  not  in  every  way,  certainly  in  one  way.  The  Congress,  as  you  know,  has 
been  organized  for  specific  purposes.  It  has  been  a  sort  of  a  school.  It  has 
been  used  in  procuring  legislation  which  has  been  of  benefit  to  us,  notably  that 
in  regard  to  the  postal  laws.  It  has  been  of  great  service  to  us  in  the  passage 
of  the  Uniform  Bill  in  the  several  states.  This  Congress  has  grown  largely  in 
membership.  It  is,  and  should  be.  and  ought  to  be  kept  an  important  body  and 
intact.  I  .am  informed  that  there  has  been  organized  another  Congress  similar 
in  name  at  least  to  our  own,  which  is  likely  to  take  from  us  some  of  our  socie- 
ties, and  to  which  some  of  our  members  have  already  gone.  I  do  not  know  to 
what  extent  this  matter  has  gone,  but  I  do  feel  that  it  is  a  matter  that  we  ought 
to  examine,  that  we  ought  to  take  up,  and  that  we  ought  to  have  some  decision 
made  by  this  body  for  its  own  protection  and  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
objects  for  which  this  Congress  is  created,  and  I  therefore  move  that  a  special 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
organization,  as  has  been  stated,  of  another  body  similar  to  that  of  our  own, 
and  to  report  to  us  what  action  should  be  had  by  our  body  upon  that  subject. 

John  J.  Acker, 

Ancient  Order  United  Workmen, 

On  motion  recess  was  taken  until  9.30  a.  m.,  to-morrow, 
(Thursday). 
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THIRD     DAY 


MORNING   SESSION. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  17,  1898. 

The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  9.30  o'clock  a.  m  ,  Presi- 
dent Shepard  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lacey. 

Document  No,  10. 

Mr.  E.  S.  McClintock,  of  Missouri,  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constitution 
and  Laws  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws  be  directed  to  report 
an  amendment  to  the  laws  of  this  Congress,  changing  the  date  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Congress  from  the  month  of  November  to  the  latter  half  of  the 
month  of  May. 

E.  S.  McClintock, 
Ancient  Order  of  the  PyratAids, 

Telegram  to  the  Congress  from  Mr.  Frank  N.  Gage,  of  Illi- 
nois, member  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance, 
was  read,  expressing  regret  of  his  inability'  to  be  present,  and 
wishing  the  Congress  a  successful  meeting. 
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Document  No,  11. 

Mr.  Wardall,  of  Kansas,  presented  the  following  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Constitution  and  Laws  : 

Amend  Section  6,  paragraph  2,  to  read  as  follows : 

*'  The  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  shall  have  power  and  discretion  to 
select  sub-committees  in  the  several  states  and  provinces  from  societies  repre- 
sented in  this  Congress,  or  it  may  organize  auxiliary  associations  of  this  Con- 
gress to  promote  and  properly  guard  uniform  statutory  legislation,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  the  societies  of  this  Congress  when  assailed,  but  such  asso- 
ciation shall  be  organized  and  conducted  without  expense  to  this  Congress." 

Alonzo  Wardall, 

National  Aid  Association, 

Document  No,  12. 

Mr.  Demming,  of  Connecticut,  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Statistics  and 
Good  of  the  Orders  : 

Resolved,  That  the  New  York  delegation  to  the  Congress  be  a  committee  to 

wait  upon  Governor-elect  Roosevelt,  of   New  York,  and  request  him,  when 

appointing  a  new  superintendent  of  insurance,  to  select  some  person  willing  to 

carry  out  the  laws  of  the  State  as  they  now  stand  in  relation  to  fraternal  orders, 

and  one  who,  if  not  an  open  advocate  of  our  system  of  protection,  is  at  least 

willing  to  let  it  live,  and  who  will  not  go  out  of  his  way  to  antagonize  our 

interests. 

Lucius  P.  Demming, 

New  England 'Order  of  Protection, 


Document  No,  13. 

Dr.  C.  A.  McCollum,  Chairman  of  the  Medical  Section,  pre- 
sented the  following  memorial,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constitution  and  Laws  : 
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To  thi  National  Fraternal  Confess  : 

That  portion  of  the  President's  address  relative  to  the  Medical  Section,  advis- 
ing it  to  meet  one  day  in  advance  of  the  regular  session  of  the  Congress,  was 
acted  upon  by  the  Medical  Section  yesterday,  and  by  unanimous  vote  it  was 
accepted  and  referred  to  this  body  with  the  request  that  you  have  the  laws 
amended  so  that  the  Medical  Section  can  meet  one  day  previous  to  the  regular 
session.     The  regular  resolution  is  as  follows : 

''National  Fraternal  Congress,  Wednesday,  November  16,  1898.  At  the 
session  of  the  Medical  Section  of  the  Congress,  held  on  this  date,  the  following 
extract  from  the  report  of  the  President  was  read  :  'As  the  Medical  Section  of 
this  Congress  will  make  an  extended  report  at  this  session,  I  refrain  from  any 
mention  of  it  other  than  to  say  that  we  cannot  too  fully  recognize  the  value  we 
derive  from  the  intense  zeal  and  intelligent  labors  oi  this  Section.  Each  year 
its  actions  are  of  more  importance,  and  as  so  little  time  can  be  allotted  to  it 
under  the  custom  of  having  sessions  of  but  three  or  at  most  four  days,  It  might 
render  the  Section  still  more  valuable  if  it  could  be  so  managed  that  it  should 
meet  one  day  in  advance  of  the  Congress,  because,  as  it  now  is,  we  are  deprived 
of  their  presence  and  service  in  the  Congress  for  at  least  half  the  session,  and 
they  likewise  are  deprived  of  their  right  to  be  present  and  take  part  in  all  our 
deliberations.' 

'*  Upon  motion  of  Dr.  Shields,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  :  '  That  we  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  President,  and  request 
the  National  Fraternal  Congress  to  so  amend  its  laws  as  to  call  a  meeting  of 
this  Section  one  day  in  advance  of  the  regular  session  of  the  Congress.' " 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  action  of  the  Medical  Section,  I  ofifer  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Congress  be  amended,  by  adding  to 
Subdivision  7  of  Section  6  the  following:  "Which  shall  meet  one  day  in 
advance  of  the  regular  session  of  the  Congress." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  McCoLLUM,  M.  D., 
Chairman  Medical  Seetipm 

Docununt  No,  14. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CONSTITUTION    AND   LAWS. 

Past  President  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  Laws,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
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adopted  by  unanimous   vote,  and    the   Constitution   declared 
amended  in  accordance  therewith  : 

Tff  the  National  FtaUmal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws,  to  which  was  referred  that  part 
of  the  President's  address,  which  recommends  that  line  8  in  Section  7  of  the 
Constitntion  be  stricken  out,  has  considered  said  recommendation,  and  hereby 
recommends  the  adoption  of  the  suggestion,  and  to  that  ehd  ofifers  the  following 
resolution : 

Resohedy  That  Section  7  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Congress  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  third  line  thereof,  reading  as  follows :  '*  except  that  the  meet- 
ing in  1897  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman, 

A.  R.  Savage, 

Juuus  M.  Swain, 

John  Mulligan, 

Miss  Bina  M.  West, 

F.  W.  Sears, 

O.  B.  Craig, 

E.  S.  McClintock, 

Miss  Marguerite  McCutcheon, 

Committee, 

Document  No.  16. 

RBPORT  or  COMMITTEE  ON  INSURANCE  COMMISSIONERS*  MEETING. 

Past  President  Butler,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
surance Commissioners'  Meeting,  presented  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  adopted  unanimously,  and  the  accompanying 
address  of  the  committee  to  the  meeting  directed  printed  in  the 
Journal  of  Proceedings : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Congress,  under  the 
anthority  provided  at  the  last  session,  to  attend  the  Convention  of  Insurance 
Commissionert,  which  was  held  in  the  city  of  Milwaulcee,  Wisconsin,  in  Sep- 
tember last 
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In  pursuance  of  the  appointment,  the  committee  attended  this  coDvention 
The  session  continued  during  a  period  of  days,  commencing  on  the  ISih  day 
of  September,  and  closing  the  17th  day  of  September.  Annexed  hereto  is  a 
copy  of  the  printed  program  provided  in  advance,  assigning  the  work  and  busi- 
ness of  the  convention.     This  program  was  followed  carefully. 

There  were  present  representatives  of  some  of  the  leading  Insurance  Compa- 
nies, including  life  insurance,  in  the  country.  Able  papers  were  presented  by 
the  representatives  of  these  companies,  and  upon  such  papers  discussion  ot  the 
subject  matter  therein  contained  followed. 

One  session  of  the  convention  was  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject of  assessment  and  fraternal  insurance.  Upon  the  printed  program,  herein- 
before referred  to,  Brother  Adam  Warnock,  Past  President  of  the  Congress, 
was  assigned  to  read  a  paper  on  fraternal  insurance.  This  was  an  able  presen- 
tation of  our  interests  and  views,  and  met  with  a  most  favorable  reception, 
and  a  copy  thereof  we  annex  to  our  report. 

Your  committee  was  welcomed  by  the  convention.  It  was  invited  to  present 
a  paper  in  writing,  which  should  set  forth  the  views  of  the  Congress  as  to  the 
purposes  and  aims  of  the  fraternal  organizations  before  the  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners. There  was  not  time  for  such  presentation  during  the  session  assigned 
for  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  but  the  convention  accepted  the  paper  pre- 
pared by  your  committee,  and  the  same  will  appear  in  the  printed  proceedings 
of  the  convention.  These  proceedings  are  to  be  printed  and  copies  thereof 
sold  to  those  who  wish  to  purchase.  Application  should  be  made  therefor  to 
William  A.  Fricke,  Superintendent,  46  Cedar  Street,  New  York  City. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  paper  presented  by  your  committee  to  the  Con- 
vention. We  believe  that  the  Congress  should  be  represented  at  future  conven- 
tions of  the  Insurance  Commissioners. 

As  opportunity  offered  at  the  Convention  we  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
several  Commissioners.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  in  so  short  a  time  such 
acquaintance  should  make  any  effective  impression.  In  the  course  of  time,  how- 
ever, if  this  plan  is  continued,  it  is  believed  by  your  committee  that  the  Con- 
gress, and  the  fraternal  organizations  composing  it,  will  have  a  better  standing 
with  the  various  Insurance  Commissioners. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

John  Haskell  Butlei, 
John  J.  Acker, 
M.  W.  Sackett, 

Committei, 
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PAPER  PRESENTED  TO  INSURANCE  COMMISSIONERS*  MEETING. 

Tff  the  Insurance  Commissioners*  Meeting  : 

Gentlemen — The  National  Fraternal  Congress  is  an  association  of  fraternal 
benefit  societies  for  mutual  information,  benefit  and  protection.  Each  organiza- 
tion composing  its  membership  is  formed  and  carried  on  solely  for  the  benefit 
of  its  members  and  their  beneficiaries.  Has  a  lodge  system  and  representative 
form  of  government,  and  provides  only  for  payment  of  benefits  in  case  of 
death,  with  permission,  if  it  desires,  to  pay  disability  benefits  arising  from  sick- 
ness, accident  and  age  to  members  over  seventy  years  old.  The  beneficiaries 
most  be  either  relatives  or  dependents.  There  are  forty-six  such  fraternities  in 
the  Congress.  They  represent  a  membership  at  the  close  of  1897  of  about  two 
millions.  The  average  amount  of  each  benefit  certificate  is  about  $1,700.  They 
have  distributed  in  these  comparatively  small  amounts  more  than  $200,000,000. 
The  expense  of  doing  this  no  inconsiderable  business  averaged,  in  1896,  as  an 
illustration,  $1.85  for  each  member. 

The  admirable  paper  read  by  Mr.  Warnock  has  presented  clearly,  and  per- 
haps sufficiently,  the  suggestions  which  the  Congress  desires  you  to  consider. 

The  fraternal  society  by  reason  of  its  honesty  of  purpose  and  the  integrity 
with  which  its  affairs  are  conducted  deserves  to  receive  from  you  always  friendly 
treatment.  Its  policy  has  been  never  to  avoid  and  always  to  encourage  most 
rigorous  inspection  from  insurance  commissioners. 

The  statutes  of  those  states  which  require  from  them  reports,  and  authorize 
your  examination  of  their  business,  were  urged  and  their  adoption  secured  by 
the  persistent  efforts  of  the  fraternities.  Our  only  request  in  this  regard  in  the 
past,  and  which  is  here  and  now  renewed,  a  most  modest  and  reasonable  one, 
is  that  legislation  concerning  the  fraternal  Order  shall  be  separate  and  distinct 
from  that  affecting  other  systems  of  life  insurance.  We  also  wish  that  the  stat- 
utes of  the  several  states  shall  be  as  nearly  uniform  as  possible.  The  Congress 
has,  with  deliberation,  looking  with  equal  care  for  the  safety  of  the  public  and 
its  members,  prepared  an  act,  now  a  statute  in  many  States,  and  which  we 
would  be  glad  to  have  the  law  in  all.  That  this  may  from  time  to  time  be 
modified,  as  experience  shall  dictate  needed  improvements,  is  probable. 

May  we  be  allowed  to  place  before  you  two  suggestions  which  we  deem  im- 
portant. If  you  will  receive,  and  in  the  performance  of  your  official  duties, 
act  upon  them  favorably,  much  good  will  result.  Whenever  you  think,  either 
that  the  State  you  represent  should  have  a  law  regulating  fraternal  insurance, 
or  having  one,  believe  amendments  necessary,  consult  the  officers  of  the  Con- 
gress. Your  acquiescence  in  their  views  or  wishes  is  not  urged.  You  are, 
however,  promised  cordial,  sincere  and  earnest  co-operation.     You  and  th.ey 
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each  working  for  a  common  purpose,  bj  thus  interchanging  views  and  wishes, 
will  be  able  to  secnre  wholesome,  reasonable  and  proper  legislation.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  this  idea  is  not  observed,  although  you  and  they  may  desire  the 
same  result,  both  may  fail  to  attain  it. 

The  other  thought  is  that  whenever  you  are  called  upon  to  decide  whether 
under  our  uniform  law  a  society  is  admissible,  and  are  in  doubt,  you  give  to  the 
fact  of  its  membership,  if  it  is  the  fact,  in  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  the 
weight  of  a  favorable  presumption.  If  it  is  not  within  the  law,  it  would  not  be 
a  member  of  the  Congress.  We  are  as  particular  about  our  associates  in  the 
Congress  as  you  can  be  about  the  character  of  the  Order  applying  to  do  business 
in  your  Sute. 

The  fraternal  societies  are  not  unmindful  of  the  lessons  taught  by  their  own 
experience ;  neither  are  they  ignorant  of  the  knowledge  afforded  by  a  study  of 
the  science  of  life  insurance.  The  criticism  of  our  plans,  which  we  have  heard 
during  our  enjoyment  of  your  hospitality,  from  guests  representing  the  life 
insurance  companies,  have  not  apparently  been  made  in  unkindly  spirit.  For 
several  years  the  societies  represented  in  the  Congress  have  studiously  reviewed 
their  past,  investigated  present  conditions,  and  are  preparing,  each  as  shall  seem 
to  it  best  fitted  for  its  own  particular  membership,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
future  wisely  and  conservatively.  If  the  pathways  already  traveled  have  not 
always  been  towards  lights  which  are  most  enduring  and  brightest,  thither,  at 
least  hereafter,  our  feet  will  be  undeviatingly  turned.  If  the  initial  steps  seem 
unsteady  and  faltering,  we  ask  you  and  each  of  you  to  lend  whatsoever  hand  of 
helpfulness  and  cordial  co-operation  may  be  needed  for  pleasant  journeying  and 
safe  reaching  of  the  promised  land. 

Well  has  it  been  said  in  your  presence  at  this  conventi<Mi  that  life  insurance  is 
a  great  blessing  to  the  people  and  a  safeguard  to  the  nation.  To  whom  shall  be 
accorded  high  credit  that  to  day  the  acceptance  of  this  rich  blessing  is  nearly 
universal  among  our  people  ?  Twenty  years  ago,  as  a  people,  we  did  not  believe 
in,  or  at  least  did  not  care  for,  such  insurance.  The  life  insurance  company  then 
was  compelled  to  convince  the  average  man  that  he  ought  to  be  insured,  as  well 
as  that  ii  was  of  all  the  others  the  company  to  give  him  insurance.  During 
these  years,  on  countless  platforms  before  the  public,  by  brother's  advice  to 
neighbor,  by  the  lesson  of  prompt  payment  of  benefits  and  by  true  economy  of 
management,  the  whole  people  believe  in  home  protection,  and  most  of  them 
have  it.  From  a  business  standpoint  the  great  insurance  companies  owe  to  us 
a  debt  of  gratitude  which  they  can  abundantly  repay  by  forbearance  of  them- 
selves and  their  agents,  by  encouragement  and  friendliness.  There  is  room  for 
us  all  to  live  and  prosper,  and  that  too  in  amity.  On  the  other  hand,  what 
would  be  the  effect,  may  we  ask,  if  by  any  remote  possibility  the  fraternal  tod- 
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eties  should  fail  to  fully  aod  permanently  accomplish  their  high  mission  ?  A  blow 
would  be  given  to  the  confidence  of  the  great  public  in  any  system  of  protection, 
and  that  progress  towards  universality  of  life  insurance,  which  the  companies  and 
these  societies  each  warmly  advocate  as  a  national  advantage,  would  be  checked 
perhaps  irretrievably.  Thousands  of  homes  would  be  left  unprotected  because 
of  the  cost  of  the  more  expensive  system,  and  thousands  of  insured  would 
abandon,  because  of  distrust  created,  such  protection  voluntarily  and  forever. 
The  regular  life  insurance  principle  would  not  materially  gain,  and  this  public 
benefaction  cease  in  great  degree  its  munificence. 

Therefore,  may  we  be  so  presumptuous  as  to  say  with  all  due  respect  that  in 
the  discharge  of  your  high  trust,  it  is  our  solemn  duty  to  so  act  towardsthe 
fratemals  as  to  preserve  them,  assist  them,  maintain  the  confidence  of  their 
members,  and  thus  and  thereby  perpetuate  for  all  time  popularity  and  increase 
in  the  protection  to  t^e  home  which  the  fraternals  have  done  much  to  foster  and 
promote. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Haskell  Butler, 
John  J.  Acker, 
M.  W.  Sackbtt, 
CommitUe  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress, 

Document  No,  16. 

report  of  special  committee  on  rates. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Sessions^  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
Rates^  presented  the  following  report,  the  consideration  of 
which  was  made  a  special  order  immediately  after  convening 
this  afternoon  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Special  Committee  on  Rates  report  as  follows : 

The  Congress  at  its  session  in  1897  passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  President  of  this  Congress  be  requested  to  ap* 
point  a  special  committee  of  three  to  prepare  tables  of  rates  upon  the  level  pre- 
mium, the  natural  premium  or  step-rate  plan,  and  the  step-rate  plan  with  such 
modifications  by  applying  to  a  proper  extent  the  principles  of  a  reserve  or 
emergency  fund. 
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The  above  resolution  is  somewhat  peremptory  in  terms,  in  that  it  directs  the 
committee  to  prepare  certain  tables  of  rates.  The  Congress  had,  as  early  as 
1895,  in  adopting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Statistics,  prepared  by  your 
honored  President  as  chairman,  declared  that  there  are  only  two  correct  sys- 
tems open  to  Fraternal  Beneficial  Orders,  to  wit :  ''  A  level  rate  sufficient  for  an 
ample  accumulation,  to  be  collected  annually,"  and  second,  "'  A  plan  combiniDg 
both  the  step-rate  and  an  accumulation." 

Since  then  several  Orders  have  changed  their  systems  to  conform  to  this 
declaration  of  the  Congress,  and  many  others  are  contemplating  changes  or  a 
readjustment  of  rates  to  lines  of  safety,  either  upon  one  or  the  other  plan.  The 
difliculty  encountered  by  those  societies  which  have  changed,  and  which  still 
confronts  any  society  that  may  desire  to  change,  is  the  absence  of  any  standard 
of  mortality  applicable  to  the  Fraternal  Beneficial  System.  The  only  data  open 
to  Fraternals  up  to  the  present  time  has  been  the  various  mortality  tables  con- 
structed from  the  experience  of  Old  Line  Companies,  constructed  by  actuaries 
in  their  employ,  with  reference  to  providing  a  margin  of  safety  to  enable  the 
company  to  make  fixed  contracts  of  insurance  without  increasing  the  amount  of 
the  annual  premium. 

It  has  been  a  popular  belief,  based  upon  the  actual  mortality  experience  of 
the  members  of  the  Old  Line  Companies,  as  well  as  the  large  amount  of  surplus 
accumulations,  amounting  to  many  millions  of  dollars  in  addition  to  the  required 
legal  reserve  and  dividends  paid  stockholders,  that  these  rates  were  higher  than 
necessary,  especially  when  applied  to  a  system  where  the  number  of  assess- 
ments are  not  absolutely  limited. 

The  committee,  though  not  specifically  advised  by  the  Congress,  understood 
that  it  desired  tables  of  rates  as  low  as  possible,  keeping  in  view  safety  and  per- 
petuity of  the  society,  without  increasing  the  rate  or  the  number  of  assess- 
ments, under  ordinary  conditions,  above  the  minimum  annual  number  required 
by  the  tables  herewith  submitted. 

The  full  committee  met  in  Chicago,  in  January,  1898,  and  determined  the 
lines  of  investigation.  It  met  again  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  August,  and  there 
examined  the  data  collected  and  determined  upon  a  basis  for  constructing  a 
mortality  table  applicable  to  Fraternal  Beneficial  Societies  and  from  which  sat- 
isfactory tables  of  rates  could  be  constructed.  The  experience  examined  and 
available  embraced  the  mortality  experience  of  the  Old  Line  Companies  in  the 
United  States,  England,  Canada  and  Australia ;  of  the  Fraternals,  the  experi- 
ence of  the  two  oldest  and  largest  in  this  country. 

The  specific  questions  under  consideration  were  : 

First— Is  the  actuaries'  table  of  mortality  higher  than  necessary,  based  upon 
the  past  mortality  experience  of  Old  Line  Companies  ? 
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Second — Is  the  actuaries*  table  of  mortality  higher  than  necessary,  based 
upon  the  past  mortality  experience  of  the  Fraternals  and  their  probable  future 
experience  ? 

The  committee  is  of  the  unanimous  opinion,  that  from  the  experience  of  the 
Old  Line  Companies,  it  is  too  high,  and  also  from  the  experience  of  the  Frater- 
nals, it  is  too  high.  Having  reached  the  above  conclusions  the  committee  then 
combined  the  various  actual  mortality  experience  available  into  a  mortality  table, 
which,  if  adopted  by  this  Congress,  will  become  a  standard  and  guide  to  frater- 
nal beneficial  societies.  The  mortality  table  hereinafter  presented  reflects  the 
judgment  of  the  committee,  based  as  it  is  upon  actual  deaths,  as  being  as  low  as 
possible,  keeping  in  view  safety  and  the  minimum  number  of  assessments  con- 
templated by  the  table  of  rates. 

With  these  preliminary  explanations,  we  herewith  submit  the  following 
appended  tables. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  C.  Sessions, 
Frederick  A.  Draper, 
D.  P.  Markby, 
J  AS   E.  Shepard,  ex- officio^ 

Special  Committee  on  Rates. 

MORTALITY  TABLE. 

The  mass  of  data  from  which  this  mortality  table  is  adjusted  is  so  extensive 
that  the  conclusions  reached  have  ample  support  as  to  its  sufficiency.  It  can  be 
applied  to  new  business  and  old  business  at  attained  ages,  when  the  latter  is  in 
good  physical  condition.  Should  such  old  business  be  below  the  average,  then 
such  impairment  roust  be  provided  for  by  an  addition  to  the  rate  of  the  table. 
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TABLE  I. 


Deaths 

I 

Deaths 

Age. 

Living. 

Deaths. 

per  M  per 
Annum. 

Age. 

Living. 

Deaths. 

perM  per 
Annum. 

20 

100,000 

500 

5.0000 

60 

69,810 

1,587 

28.7580 

21 

99,500 

501 

5.0322 

1     «1 

68.223 

1.681 

24.6888 

22 

98,999 

502 

5.0680 

62 

66  542 

1,778 

26.7281 

28 

98,497 

508 

5.1080 

68 

64,764 

1.880 

29.0284 

24 

97,994 

505 

5.1525 

64 

62.884 

1,986 

81.5776 

25 

97.489 

507 

5  2021 

65 

60,898 

2,095 

84.8965 

26 

96,982 

510 

5.2574 

66 

58,808 

2.206 

87.5186 

27 

96,472 

518 

5.8190 

67 

56,597 

2,818 

40  9604 

28 

95,959 

517 

5.8876 

68 

54,279 

2,480 

44.7719 

29 

95.442 

522 

5.4641 

69 

51,849 

2,540 

48.9866 

80 

94,920 

527 

5.5498 

70 

49.809 

2,645 

68.6472 

81 

94,398 

583 

5.6442 

71 

46,664 

2,744 

58  8007 

82 

98.860 

540 

5.7500 

72 

48,920 

2,883 

64.4996 

88 

98,820 

548 

5.8679 

73 

41087 

2,909 

70.8018 

84 

92,772 

557 

5  9992 

74 

88.178 

2.969 

77.7696 

85 

92,215 

567 

6.1466 

75 

85,209 

8.019 

85  4752 

86 

91.648 

578 

6.8087; 

76 

82.190 

8.026 

93.9958 

87 

91,070 

591 

6.4904 

77 

29,164 

8,016 

108.4181 

88 

90.479 

606 

6.69291 

78 

26,148 

2,977 

118.8870 

89 

89,878 

622 

6.9186 

79 

28.171 

2.905 

125.8582 

40 

89,251 

640 

7.1700' 

80 

20,266 

2,799 

188.0981 

41 

88.611 

660 

7.4502 

81 

17,467 

2,658 

158.1859 

42 

87.951 

688 

7.7624 

82 

14,809 

2.484 

167.7640 

48 

87.268 

708 

8.1102 

88 

12  825 

2,280 

184.9901 

44 

86.560 

786 

8.4978 

84 

10,045 

2,050 

204.(^88 

45 

85.824 

762 

8.8751 

85 

7,995 

1.789 

225.1088 

46 

85.062 

790 

9.2922 

86 

6,206 

1.542 

248.8941 

47 

84,272 

822 

9.7584 

87 

4.664 

1,279 

274.1508 

48 

88,450 

856 

10.2686 

Si 

8.885 

1,024 

802.6310 

49 

82,594 

878 

10.8276 

89 

2.861 

789 

834.1248 

50 

81.716 

986 

11.4518 

90 

1,572 

580 

868.9508 

51 

80.780 

981 

12.1410 

91 

992 

404 

407.4601 

52 

79,799 

1,080 

12.9086 

92 

588 

265 

450.0488 

58 

78,769 

1.088 

18.7470 

98 

828 

161 

497.1825 

54 

77,688 

1,140 

14.6795 

n 

162 

89 

549.2087 

55 

76,546 

1,208 

15.7102, 

95 

78 

44 

606,7815 

56 

75,843 

1.270 

16.8510 

96 

29 

19 

670.4516 

57 

74,073 

1,842 

18.1119 

97 

10 

7 

740.8578 

58 

72.781 

1,419 

19.5068 

98 

8 

2 

818.7116 

59 

71,812 

1,502 

21  0581 

99 

1 

1 

904.8017 
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LEVEL  RATES  FROM  AGE  AT  ENTRY. 

This  table  shovrs  the  lowest  rates  that  can  be  deduced  from  the  mortality 
table  above.  The  full  amount  must  be  collected  annually,  and  the  portion  not 
used  to  provide  for  current  mortality  must  be  invested  at  4  per  cent  interest 
The  annual  rate  is  calculated  on  the  basis  that  the  full  amount  is  paid  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  The  monthly  rates  are  increased  slightly  to  provide  for 
the  loss  of  interest  due  to  that  method  of  payment  and  the  slightly  less  amount 
contributed  by  dying  members. 


Age. 
21 


36 
27 

28 
29 
80 

81 
82 
88 
84 
85 

86 
87 
38 
89 
40 


Annual. 

$10.62 
10.93 
11.24 
11.57 
11.92 

12.28 
13.67 
13.08 
18.51 
18.96 

14.48 
14.94 
15.47 
16.03 
16.63 

17.24 
17.90 
18.60 
19.34 
20.11 


TABLE 

IL 

LEVEL  RATES. 

ionthly. 

Age. 

$  .98 

.41 

.96 

42 

.98 

43 

l.Ol 

44 

1.04 

45 

1.07 

46 

1.11 

47 

1.14 

48 

1  18 

49 

1.22 

50 

1.26 

51 

1.81 

52 

1.35 

53 

1.40 

54 

1.45 

55 

1.51 

56 

1.57 

57 

1.63 

58 

1.69 

59 

1.76 

60 

Annual. 

Monthly. 

920.98 

$1.88 

21.80 

1.91 

22.72 

1.99 

28.69 

2.07 

24.72 

2.16 

25.81 

2.25 

26.91 

2.35 

28.20 

2.45 

29.51 

2.58 

80.98 

2.71 

32.89 

2.83 

38.97 

2.97 

35.65 

3.12 

87.46 

8.28 

89.86 

3.44 

41  41 

3.62 

48  60 

8.88 

45.94 

4.02 

48.45 

4.24 

51.18 

4.47 

MODIFIED 

STEP-RATE  AND  TWO   EXAMPLES  OF 
STEP-RATE. 

Column  1  gives  the  age  groups.  Column  2  gives  the  annual  rates  for  the  nat- 
^UiX  step-rate  to  age  61,  and  level  rate  from  that  age  for  the  balance  of  life. 
Column  8,  the  monthly  rates,  as  derived  from  the  annual  rates  with  allowance 
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for  slight  loss  due  to  that  method  of  payment.  These  two  columns  are  the  basis 
for  calculating  columns  4  and  5.  Column  4  shows  a  modification  of  the  natural 
step-rale  by  means  of  an  accumulation  of  15  cents  per  month,  which  is  used  to 
reduce  the  level  cost  from  age  61  to  $3.00  per  month.  Column  5,  a  similar 
modification,  but  with  an  accumulation  of  80  cents  per  month,  and  a  level  cost 
from  age  61  of  $2.50  per  month.  Under  either  of  these  plans  all  members  pay 
the  same  rates  at  the  same  attained  ages.  The  purpose  in  view  in  these  tables 
is  to  have  a  plan  that  requires  but  little  detail  in  its  operation,  so  as  to  be  readily 
comprehended  by  the  officers  of  the  local  lodges. 


TABLE  III. 

STEP.RATK  AND   MODIFICATIONS 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Ages. 

Annual. 

Monthly. 

Monthly. 

Monthly. 

21-25 

$  5.11 

$  .45 

1   .60 

1.75 

26-30 

5.40 

.48 

.68 

.78 

81-35 

5.03 

.52 

.67 

.82 

86-40 

6.71 

.59 

.74 

.89 

41-45 

8.14 

.72 

.87 

1.02 

46-50 

10.25 

.90 

1.05 

1.20 

51-55 

13.82 

1.21 

1.86 

1.51 

56-60 

19.60 

1.72 

1.87 

2.02 

61 — 

54.01 

4.73 

8.00 

2.50 

A  BASIS  FOR  OTHER  MODIFICATIONS. 

ACCUMULATION   TABLE. 

The  step -rate  plan,  as  shown  in  Column  2,  Table,  can  be  modified  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  different  societies  by  varying  the  amount  of  the  accumutatioo. 
The  following  table  is  submitted  as  a  basic  Uble  for  that  purpose.  It  shows 
how  an  accumulation  of  $1.00  per  annum,  paid  in  monthly  installments,  may 
be  used  to  reduce  the  level  cost  after  age  61,  from  the  level  rate  of  $54.01. 
The  table  shows  the  amount  of  such  reduction,  based  on  age  at  entry,  giving  to 
each  member  the  full  benefit  of  the  term  of  membership.  Thus  the  member 
entering  at  21  would  secure  an  annual  reduction  of  $11.61,  giving  an  anaoal 
cost  from  age  61  of  $42.40.  The  member  entering  at  86  would  secure  a  reduc- 
tion of  $4.71,  giving  annual  cost  from  age  61  of  $49.80.  The  adjustment  of 
annual  cost  after  age  61  would  only  have  to  be  made  when  the  members  reach 
age  61,  the  rates  being  the  same  for  same  attained  ages  from  21  to  60. 
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With  this  table  as  a  basis,  the  annual  accumulation  necessary  to  secure 
greater  reductions  can  be  calculated.  If  the  accumulation  was  $2.00  per  annum, 
the  reduction  would  be  twice  that  of  the  table,  and  so  in  proportion  for  any 
other  amount  of  accumulation. 


TABLE  IV. 

At  age  61,  the  level  rate  is  54.01. 

At  each  age  at  entry  $1.00  per  year  additional  to  natural  step-rate  paid  as  a 
special  accumulation  will  give  the  following  annual  reduction  from  age  61. 


Age 

Reduction. 

Age. 

Reduction. 

Age. 

Redaction 

21 

$11.61 

31 

$6.52 

41 

$3  28 

22 

11.00 

82 

6.18 

42 

8.03 

23 

10.41 

33 

5.75 

43 

2.79 

24 

9.85 

84 

5.39 

44 

2.66 

25 

9.80 

35 

5.04 

45 

2.88 

26 

8.80 

36 

4.71 

46 

2.13 

27 

8.80 

37 

4.40 

47 

1<93 

28 

7.82 

3S 

4.10 

48 

1.74 

28 

7.36 

39 

3.81 

49 

1.56 

30 

6.93' 

40 

3.63 

50 

1.39 

NOMINATIONS   AND    ELECTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Acker,  of  New  York,  the  Congress  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Nominations 
were  made  for  the  various  offices  and  ballot  taken  and  the  fol- 
lowing declared  elected  officers  of  the  National  Fraternal  Con- 
gress for  the  year  1898-99. 

D.  E.  Stevens,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  President, 

Dr.  Oronhyatekha,  Toronto,  Ont.,  Can.,  Vice-President, 

M.  W.  Sackett,  Meadville,  Pa.,  Secretary-Treasurer, 

Pending  the  election  of  officers  the  question  was  raised, 
**  Where  a  society  has  more  than  one  Medical  Examiner-in- 
Chicf  and  more  than  one  is  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Con- 
gress, is  such  society  entitled  to  more  than  one  vote  for  such 
Medical  Examiner-in  Chief  ?    The  President  ruled  that  no  soci- 
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ety  was  entitled  to  representation  or  vote  in  the  Congress  by 
more  than  one  Medical  Examiner-in-Chief.  An  appeal  was 
taken,  but  the  ruling  of  the  President  was  sustained. 

Recess  was  taken  until  2.30  p.  m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  2.30  p.  m.,  President 
Shepard  in  the  chair. 

The  special  order  being  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Special  Committee  on  Rates.  Mr.  Sessions,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  moved  that  the  Congress  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  coosideration  of  said  report,  which  motion  was 
adopted. 

The  Congress  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  Past 
President  Shields  in  the  chair. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  arose,  and  through  its  Chair- 
man presented  the  following  report : 

Document  No.  17. 

REPORT    OF   THE   COMMITTEE    OF    THE    WHOLE. 

Past  President  Shields,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  has  had  under  consideration  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Rates,  and  in  connection  therewith  the  report  of  the  President 
and  other  papers  submitted  bearing  upon  the  subject  matter,  and  respectfully 
recommend  the  adoption  by  the  Congress  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  we  hereby  express  our  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rates,  but  recognizing  the  fact  that  the  subject  treated  is  one  frtoght 
with  the  greatest  interest  to  i^ll  fr^tern^l  societies  and  demands  the  most  careful 
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and  contenratiTc  action,  which  cannot  be  given  in  the  few  remaining  hours  of 
this  lessioD, 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  that  the  report  of  said  committee  be  received  and 

published  in  the  proceedings  of  this  session,  to  ihe  end  that  the  subject  matter 

may  be  thoroughly  digested  and  finally  disposed  of  at  the  next  session  of  this 

Congress. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  H.  Shields, 

Chairman  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Document  No,  18. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    JURISPRUDENCE. 

Past  President  Spooner,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence, presented  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Committee^  which 
was  approved  and  ordered  printed  in  the  Journal  of  Proceedings 
of  the  Congress.     (See  Appendix  ) 


Document  No,  19. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    JURISPRUDENCE. 

Past  President  Spooner,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence, presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted^ 
and  the  accompanying  communication  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Statutory  Legislation  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  submit  herewith  a  communication  which 

has  come  to  this  committee,  relating  to  the  necessity  for  legislation  in  Vermont, 

And  recommend  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  for 

consideration  and  report. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  R.  Spooner,  Chairman^ 
S.  A.  Will, 
J.  G.  JoHNSoy, 
J.  W.  White, 
W.  T.  Walker, 

W.  S.  ROBSON, 

J.  D.  Clark, 

Committee, 
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Document  No,  20. 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    JURISPRUDENCE. 

Past  President  Spooner,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence, presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudeoce  submit  herewith  certain  documents  which 
have  come  to  this  committee  from  the  National  Aid  Association,  concerning  the 
attitude  of  the  Insurance  Department  of  Texas  towards  the  Fraternals.  Amoog 
these  documents  is  an  opinion  from  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Attorney  General  of 
Texas,  which,  given  effect  and  carried  to  its  logical  conclusion,  if  sustained  by 
the  Texas  Courts,  would  shut  out  from  that  State  even  the  societies  specified  by 
name  in  the  Statutes  of  Texas,  which  exempt  fraternal  societies  from  legal 
restrictions.  Though  Texas  brethren  in  the  Congress  informed  this  committee 
that  there  is  little  danger  of  such  results,  yet  the  matter  of  fraternal  interests 
should  be  jealously  watched  and  carefully  guarded  whenever  menaced,  and  we 
recommend  that  the  documents  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Statutory  Legis- 
lation for  consideration  and  report. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  R.  Spooner,  Chairman, 
S.  A.  Will, 
J.  G.  Johnson, 
J.  W.  White, 
W.  T.  Walker, 

W.  S.  ROBSON, 

J.  D.  Clark, 

Ccmmittee, 

Document  No,  2 1 . 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    JURISPRUDENCE. 

Past  President  Spooner,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Jur- 
isprudence, presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Comotittee  on  Jurisprudence  report  separately  as  follows  :  On  decision 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Missouri,  in  ex  reL^  Fraternal  Union  vs.  Superintend- 
ent of  Insurance,  denying  application  for  mandamus  requiring  the  superintend- 
ent to  issue  certificate  authorizing  relator  to  transact  business  in  Missouri. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL    FRATERNAL   CONGRESS.  53 

Th<  opioion  of  the  court  in  this  case  is  an  able  and  exhaustive  discussion  of  the 
issues,  and  the  conclusions  reached  should  command  the  approval  of  fraternal 
advocates.  The  quotations  from  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Fraternal 
Union,  contained  in  the  opinion,  evidence  the  fact  that  the  society  does  not  ful- 
fill the  conditions  of  our  constitution,  which  gave  to  it,  and  gives  to  it,  member- 
ship in  this  body,  especially  in  the  provisions  of  its  constitution,  in  Section  5,  of 
Article  I,  which  permit  the  issue  of  endowment  certificates,  of  not  exceeding 
$250.00,  payable  in  one  hundred  months,  or  on  total  disability,  or  at  death. 

We  recommend  that  this  matter  and  the  papers  on  the  subject  be  referred  to 
the  officers  of  the  Congress,  with  instructions  to  make  the  endeavor  to  secure 
from  the  society  in  question  the  repeal  of  all  objectionable  provisions  in  its  con- 
stitution and  laws,  and  to  report  the  results  of  their  effort  at  the  next  annual 
session. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  R.  Spooner,  Chairman, 
S.  A.  Will, 
J.  G.  Johnson, 
J.  W.  White. 
W.  T.  Walker. 

W.  S.  ROBSON, 

J.  D.  Clark, 

Committee, 

Document  No,  22. 

REPORT    OF   SPECIAL   COMMITTEE    ON    *' DOCUMENT    NO.  9." 

Past  President  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee 
on  "Document  No.  9,"  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted  : 

To  the  National  Fratetnal  Congress  : 

Your  Special  Committee  directed  to  inquire  as  to  the  organization  and  pur- 
poses of  another  body  reported  to  have  been  organized  within  the  past  year, 
with  a  purpose  similar  to  that  of  this  body,  beg  leave  to  report : 

The  best  information  which  we  can  secure  is  that  such  an  organization  has 
been  effected  and  has  held  one  meeting.  We  understand  that  no  society  is  elig- 
ible to  membership  therein  unless  it  collects  in  some  form  a  reserve  fund. 

We  understand  that  it  assumes  to  occupy  the  same  field  with  reference  to 
fraternal  beneficiary  societies  as  is  at  present  occupied  by  this  body. 
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We  have  beeo  unable  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  societies  which  have 
become  members  of  the  new  body,  but  understand  that  there  are  at  least  three 
societies  which  are  members  of  this  Congress  which  have  become  members  of  the 
new  body. 

Your  committee  regrets  this  apparent  divisioa  in  the  ranks  of  fratemalism. 
Such  independent  action  is  likely  to  hamper  and  delay  the  objects  sought  to  be 
attained  by  co-operative  action  by  all  the  societies ;  for,  while  we  may  all  be 
moving  along  the  same  lines,  the  unavoidable  friction  which  will  be  occasioned 
by  separate,  and  to  some  extent  rival  action  is  certain  to  be  utilized  by  those 
unfriendly  to  our  interests,  and  to  many  reforms  so  earnestly  desired  by  all  true 
fraternities. 

By  united  action  much  may  be  speedily  accomplished.  By  divided  effort  we 
are  certain  to  accomplish  less. 

We  would  therefore  recommend  that  where  any  of  the  societies  represented  in 
this  Congress  become  members  of  other  bodies  seeking  to  sustain  a  similar  rela- 
tion to  the  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  of  the  United  States  or  Canada,  such 
action  by  any  such  society  will  be  construed  as  a  voluntary  termination  by  it  of 
its  connection  with  this  Congress. 

This  recommendation  is  not  made  in  any  spirit  of  hostility  to  any  society,  but 
only  to  the  end  that  we  may  better  concentrate  the  efforts  of  all  the  fraternities 
on  the  work  before  us  through  one  instead  of  through  many  channels. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman^ 

W.  S.  ROBSON, 

Julius  M.  Swain, 

Committee, 

On  motion,  recess  was  taken  until  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  tomorrow 
(Friday). 
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FOURTH     DAY. 


MORNING  SESSION. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November,  18,  1898. 

The  Congress  was  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Presi- 
dent Shepard  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lacey. 
Document  No,  23. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FRATERNAL  PRESS. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Walker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal 
Press,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

In  progressive  America,  all  organizations  of  whatever  nature,  whether  polit- 
ical, religious  or  fraternal  in  character,  recognize  the  power  of  the  press.  The 
leading  characteristics %f  the  Fraternal  Press  are  push  and  enthusiasm  in  the 
worlc  of  building  up  the  orders  represented.  A  number  of  the  societies,  mem- 
bers of  this  Congress,  publish  an  official  paper  at  the  expense  of  the  organiza- 
tion, but  there  are  numerous  ably  conducted  journals  published  as  private  en- 
terprises, and  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  few,  if  any,  of  them  declare  very 
large  dividends  to  their  owners,  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  sacri- 
fices made  by  their  promoters  are  fully  appreciated  by  the  membership.  That 
they  are  a  source  of  great  good  to  the  orders  they  champion  can  hardly  be  ques- 
tioned. These  potent  factors  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  several  orders  should  be 
properly  recognized  by  the  membership.  The  more  their  efforts  are  appreciated 
and  the  greater  support  given  them,  the  wider  their  field  of  usefulness  and  the 
more  powerful  they  become  as  auxiliaries  for  the  '*  Good  of  the  Orders." 
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The  organization  of  the  '*  Press  Section  '*  of  the  Congress  last  year  was  un- 
questionably  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  as  it  has  resulted  in  the  dissemination 
of  much  information  by  securing  articles  each  month  from  able  and  well  known 
fraternal  writers,  and  the  publication  of  the  same  in  the  various  fraternal  jour- 
nals represented  in  this  Congress.  The  work  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  deserves  the  highest  praise  from  this 
Congress. 

It  is  therefore  important  that  all  publications  in  the  interest  of  the  soci- 
eties represented  in  this  Congress  become  identified  with  the  Section,  and  thus 
broaden  the  field  of  their  usefulness. 

The  only  matter  referred  to  your  committee  during  the  year  was  the  subject 
of  the  rate  of  postage  on  the  fraternal  i  apers  issued  less  frequently  than  once  a 
month.  This  question  has  been  raised  at  almost  every  session  of  this  Congress. 
In  1896,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  :  "  Resolved^  That  the  Committee 
on  Fraternal  Press  be  instructed,  to  take  such  active  steps  as  seem  necessary  and 
advisable  to  procure  the  mailing  of  fraternal  official  organs  within  the  city  of 
publication,  at  pound  rates."  At  the  last  session  the  Committee  on  Fraternal 
Press  called  attention  to  this  resolution,  and  urged  that  the  matter  be  taken  up 
with  the  postal  authorities,  and  an  effort  made  to  secure  the  concession.  The 
committee  realizing  the  magnitude  of  such  an  undertaking,  and  having  no  funds 
at  its  disposal  for  the  payment  of  necessary  expenses,  the  work  was  not  under- 
taken. 

The  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  obtain  such  a  con- 
cession, and  that  it  cannot  be  accomplished  by  simply  calling  the  attention  of 
the  postal  authorities  to  the  matter,  and  that  the  change  in  the  rate  of  postage 
can  only  be  brought  about  by  Congressional  action. 

If  the  desired  change  only  affected  the  fraternal  publications,  it  is  probable 
that  by  means  of  petition  to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  the 
end  sought  might  be  attained,  but  for  the  reason  thatJt  applies  to  all  publica- 
tions issued  less  frequently  than  once  a  week,  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion 
that  it  will  require  very  thorough  and  persistent  work.  Therefore  your  commit- 
tee has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  further  advocation  of  the  subject  is  unwise. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  T.  Walker, 

P.  D.  Stratton, 

Edwin  O.  Wood, 

W.  D.  Gerard, 

John  G.  H.  Meyers, 

Samuel  P.  Lacey, 

Miss  Lillian  M.  Holustbr, 

CcmmitUe, 
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Document  No,  24. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FRATERNAL  PRESS. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Walker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal 
Press,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted,  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  Fraternal  Press  Section  and  papers  as 
directed  were  ordered  printed  in  the  Journal.  (See  Press 
Section.) 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  17,  1898. 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  committee  submits  the  report  of  the  acts  of  the  National  Fraternal 
Press  Association,  as  submitted  to  us,  as  follows : 

''^  To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

**  Your  Press  Section,  having  under  consideration  many  topics  of  importance  to 
the  various  orders  represented  in  this  Congress,  held  several  sessions  and  con- 
sidered the  same.  The  papers  presented  and  discussion  had,  we  request  shall 
appear  in  the  printed  minutes  and  report  of  this  Congress. 

**  We  further  report  that  the  Section  elected  as  its  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 

the  following:  F.  O.  VanGalder,  Sycamore,   III,   President;   P.  D.   Stratton, 

Sharon,  Pa.,  Vice-President ;  Gilbert  Howell,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Secretary  and 

Treasurer;   Executive  Committee,  D.  W.  Gerard,  Crawfordsville,  Ind.;  Miss 

Bina  M.  West,  Port  Huron,  Mich.;  F.  W.  Stevens,  Port  Huron,  Mich.;  M.  W. 

Sackeit,  Meadville,  Pa." 

F.  O.  Van  Galdkr,  President. 

Gilbert  Howell,  Secretary, 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  report  of  the  Press  Section  be  received, 
and  the  proceedings,  together  with  such  papers  of  general  interest  read  before 
the  Section,  as  may  be  selected  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Congress, 
be  printed  with  the  Journal  of  this  session  of  the  Congress. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  T.  Walker,  Chairman, 

P.  D.  Stratton, 

Edwin  O.  Wood, 

W.  D.  Gerard, 

John  G.  H.  Meyers, 

Samuel  P.  Lacey, 

Miss  Lillian  M.  Holuster, 

Committee. 
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Document  No,  25. 

REPORT   OF   MEDICAL   SECTION. 

Dr.  McCollum,  Chairman  of  the  Medical  Section,  presented 
the  following  from  the  Medical  Section  of  the  Congress  : 

Baltimore,  November  17,  1898. 
To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Medical  Section  has  coQcluded  its  session  and  reports  to  you  as 
follows : 

We  have  had  before  us  several  interesting  papers  of  vital  importance  to  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  various  Fraternal  Societies  represented  in  ^is  Con- 
gress. The  discussions  on  the  same  have  been  free,  from  which  we  have 
received  great  benefit. 

That  portion  of  the  President's  address  relative  to  the  Medical  Section  was 
referred  to  us  by  the  Committee  on  Distribution,  and  resolutions  were  adopted 
which  were  properly  referred.    The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

IN  MBMORIAM. 

'*  Whereas,  it  is  with  deep  regret  we  have  learned  that  since  our  last  annual 
gathering  our  esteemed  comrade  and  genial  brother,  Dr.  W.  O.  Rogers,  of 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Supreme  Head  Physician  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  has 
been  called  by  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  from  his  labors  of  usefulness 
in  our  fraternal  work  ;  therefore 

'*  Be  it  resolved ^  That  we  hereby  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  family  and 
friends  in  their  bereavement.    Also  be  it 

*'  Resolved ^  That  this  resolution  be  spread  upon  our  minutes,  and  that  a  copy  be 
sent  to  his  bereaved  family.*' 

We  have  the  honor  to  report  the  election  of  the  following  officers  of  the  Sec- 
tion :  J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D..  Chairman ;  R  E.  Morse,  M.  D  ,  Vice-Chairman ; 
T.  Millman,  M.  D.,  Secretary  ;  C.  A.  McCoUum,  Chairman  of  Executive  Com- 
mittee ;  and  request  that  they  be  confirmed,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  our  sec- 
tion be  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress.   All  of  which  is  respectfully 

submitted. 

C.  A.  McCOLLUM, 

Chairman  of  Section, 

T.  Millman, 

Secretary. 
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The  report  was  divided,  and  that  portion  referring  to  the 
death  of  Brother  Rogers,  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  balance  of  the  report  was  adopted  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  Medical  Section  ordered  printed  in  the  Journal.  (See 
Medical  Section.) 


Document  No,  26. 

REPORT    or   COMMITTEE   ON    CONSTITUTION    AND    LAWS. 

Past  President  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  Laws,  presented  the  following  report  oh  Document 
No.  3,  which  was  adopted  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

The  following  resolution  was  referred  to  our  committee  at  the  session  of  yes- 
terday, same  being  Document  No.  3  on  the  record  : 

"  Whereas,  annual  conventions,  associations  and  conferences,  many  of  them 
of  far  less  importance  than  the  Fraternal  Congress,  are  favored  by  the  various 
transportation  lines  with  reduced  rates  of  travel ; 

'^  Therefore,  be  it  resolved^  that  a  committee  of  three  be  named  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  Congress,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  up  with  the  various  trans- 
portation lines  the  matter  of  rates  for  the  1899  session,  commencing  early,  so 
that  arrangements  may  be  perfected,  securing  a  rate  of  at  most  one  fare  for  the 
round  trip  for  all  persons  who  may  desire  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Fraternal 
Congress  to  be  held  in  1899." 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 

above  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman^ 
A.  R.  Savage, 
Juuus  M.  Swain, 
John  Mulugan, 
Miss  Bina  M.  West, 
F.  W.  Sears, 
O.  B.  Craig, 
E.  S.  McClintock, 
Miss  Marguerite  M-cCutcheon, 
Committee, 
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Document  No.  27. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    CONSTITUTION    AND    LAWS. 

Past  President  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  Laws,  presented  the  following  report  on  Document 
Nos.  2  and  10  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws,  to  which  were  referred  resolu- 
tions, Documents  Nos.  2  and  10,  providing  for  a  change  in  the  date  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  this  Congress,  desires  to  recommend  the  following  resolation 
and  move  its  adoption  : 

Resolved,  That  Section  Seventh  of  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  first  two  lines  and  substituting  therefor  the  following:  "This  Coagress 
shall  meet  annually  on  such  date  in  the  month  of  September  as  the  Executive 
Committee  shall  designate,  and  at  such  place  as  the  preceding  session  shall  have 
selected." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman^ 
A.  R.  Savage, 
John  Mulligan, 
Miss  Bina  M.  West, 
F.  W.  Sears, 
O.  B.  Craig, 
E.  S.  McClintock, 
Miss  MARGtJBitrrE  McCutcheon, 
Commiitet. 

On  motion  the  report  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words, 
**  Such  date  in  the  month  of  September  as  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee shall  designate/*  and  inserting,  "  the  fourth  Tuesday  of 
August,"  and  as  amended  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
adopted,  and  the  Constitution  declared  amended  in  accordance 
therewith. 
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Document  No.  28. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    CONSTITUTION    AND    LAWS. 

Past  President  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  Laws,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted  by  unanimous  vote,  and  the  Constitution  declared 
amended  in  accordance  therewith  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws,  to  which  was  referred  that  part  of 
the  President's  address,  which  suggests  a  change  in  Section  Five  (5)  of  our  Con- 
stitution, has  carefully  considered  the  same,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  Section  Fifth  of  the  Constitution  of  this  Congress  be  amended 
by  striking  out  from  the  first  line  thereof  the  words,  "  and  standing  committees." 
So  that  the  first  paragraph  of  the  section,  when  amended,  will  read  as  follows : 

Fifth,  The  reports  of  the  officers  shall  be  sent  to  the  secretary,  at  least  thirty 
(80)  days  prior  to  the  assembling  of  the  Congress,  and  the  same  shall  be  printed 
under  his  supervision  ;  and  printed  copies  shall  be  sent  to  each  accredited  mem- 
ber of  the  Congress. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman , 
A.  R.  Savagk, 
Julius  M.  Swain, 
John  Mulligan, 
Miss  Bin  a  M.  West, 
F.  W.  Sears, 
O.  B.  Craig, 
E.  S.  McClintock, 
Miss  Marguerite  McCutcheon, 
Committee, 
Document  No,  29. 

REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE    ON    CONSTITUTION    AND    LAWS. 

Past  President  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  Laws,  presented  the  following  report  on  Document 
No.  13,  which  was  adopted  by  unanimous  vote,  and  the  Consti- 
tution declared  amended  in  accordance  therewith  : 
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To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

In  conformity  to  the  request  of  the  Medical  Section  of  the  Congress  as  set 
forth  in  Document  No.  18,  as  follows : 

'*  Resolved^  That  ihe  Constitution  of  this  Congress  be  amended  by  the  addition 
to  Sub-division  7,  of  Section  Sixth,  of  the  Constitution,  the  following :  '  Which 
shall  meet  one  day  in  advance  of  the  regular  session  of  the  Congress.'  Your 
committee,  to  which  the  foregoing  resolution  has  been  referred,  respectfully 
recommend  its  adoption.** 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman^ 
A.  R.  Savage, 
John  Mulligan, 
Julius  M.  Swain, 
Miss  Bina  M.  West, 
F.  W.  Sears, 
O.  B.  Craig, 
E.  S.  McClintock, 
Miss  Marguerite  McCutcheon, 
Committee, 

Document  No,  30. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON    CONSTITUTION    AND    LAWS. 

Past  President  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  Laws^  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted  : 

7o  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws,  to  which  was  referred  that  part 
of  the  President's  address  which  suggests  the  adoption  of  a  more  rigid  definition 
of  the  words  ** dependent"  and  *' families,"  as  found  in  Section  Fourth  of  the 
Constitution,  have  carefully  considered  the  same,  and  respectfully  report  that 
in  the  judgment  of  the  committee  any  change  in  the  wording  of  that  Section  at 
the  present  time  would  be  undesirable.  The  reasons  which  have  impelled  your 
committee  to  this  conclusion  are  as  follows  : 

First — We  think  that  as  the  language  now  is  identical  with  the  language  of 
the  Uniform  Bill,  it  would  be  undesirable  to  change  the  Constitution  until  after 
the  wording  of  the  bill  is  changed,  as  uniformity  in  the  two  is  most  desirable. 
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Second-^That,  as  the  President  suggests,  the  courts  have  arrived  at  no  defi- 
nite agreement  as  to  the  legal  scope  of  the  terms  referred  to,  and  the  technical 
definition  by  the  Congress  at  this  time  might  not  accord  with  the  conclusion  to 
which  the  courts  are  now  tending. 

.  Third — The  language,  as  it  now  stands,  seems  to  us  definite  enough  for  its 
particular  purpose,  viz.,  the  defining  of  the  qualifications  of  a  society  for  admis- 
sion to  this  Congress. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman^ 

A.  R.  Savagr, 

John  Mulligan, 

Julius  M.  Swain, 

Miss  Bina  Nt.  West, 

F.  W.  Sbars, 

O.  B.  Craig, 

E.  S.  McClintock, 

Miss  Margukrite  McCutcheon, 

Committee, 

The  President  appointed  the  following  a  Committee  on  Reso- 
lution of  Thanks :  Messrs.  W.  O.  Robson,  Massachusetts ; 
N.  S.  Boynton,  Michigan,  and  J.  D.  Clark,  Ohio. 


Document  No,  31. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    CONSTITUTION    AND    LAWS. 

Past  President  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  Laws,  presented  the  following  report  on  Document 
No.  11,  which  was  adopted  by  unanimous  vote,  and  the  consti- 
tution declared  amended  in  accordance  therewith  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion introduced  by  Brother  Wardall,  Document  No.  11,  desire  to  report  favor- 
ably on  the  same,  and,  to  carry  out  the  intent  thereof,  recommend  the  follow- 
ing  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Congress  be  amended  by  adding  to 
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Section  Sixth,  Paragraph  2,  the  following,  "and  to  do  whatever  is  advisable,  in 
their  judgment,  to  protect  the  interests  of  any  society  in  this  Congress  when 
unjustly  attacked  by  the  courts  or  authorities  in  any  state,"  so  that  the  Section 
when  amended  will  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  shall  have  power  and  discretion  to 
select  sub-committees  in  the  several  states  and  provinces  from  societies  repre- 
sented in  this  Congress,  or  it  may  organize  auxiliary  associations  of  this  Con- 
gress to  promote  and  .properly  guard  uniform  statutory  legislation,  but  such 
association  shall  be  organized  and  conducted  without  expense  to  this  Congress, 
and  to  do  whatever  is  advisable,  in  their  judgment,  to  protect  the  interests  of 
any  society  in  this  Congress  when  unjustly  attacked  by  the  courts  or  authorities 
in  any  state." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J .  G.  Johnson,  Chairman, 
A.  R.  Savage, 
John  Mulligan, 
Julius  M.  Swain, 
Miss  Bina  M.  West, 
F.  W.  Sears, 
O.  B.  Craig, 
E.  S.  McClintock, 
Miss  Marguerite  McCutcheon, 
Committee. 

Document  No.  32. 

FIXING    PLACE    OF    MEETING    1899. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Walker,  of  Minnesota,  the  Congress 
proceeded  to  fiyi  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  session  in  1899. 

Invitations  were  received  from  the  Cincinnati  League  to  meet 
in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  from  Niagara  Falls  Tourist 
and  Convention  Association  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Niagara 
Falls.  Invitations  were  also  extended  to  meet  in  Chicago,  111., 
Macknac  Island  and  Boston,  Mass. 

On  a  vote  being  taken  the  city  of  Chicago,  III ,  was  selected 
as  the  place  of  holding  the  next  meeting  of  the  National 
Fraternal  Congress. 
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Document  No.  33. 

Past  President  Spooncr  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  President  of  this  Congress  be  ex-offiH^  one  of  the  three 

naembera  of  the  Spedal  Committee  to  represent  the  Congress  at  the  annual 

convention  of  Insurance  Superintendents. 

W.  R.  Spoonrr, 

S.  A.  Will. 
Document  No.  34. 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    STATUTORY    LEGISLATION. 

Past  President  Butler,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Statutory  Legislation,  presented  the  annual  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  was  adopted  and  ordered  printed  in  the  Journal 
of  Proceedings: 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

The  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  presents  its  annual  report. 

Senate  Bill  No.  2786,  introduced  in  the  United  Sutes  Senate  on  December  18, 
1897,  and  which  is  now  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Interstate  Commerce, 
and  which  is  **  A  bill  to  establish  a  division  in  the  Treasury  Department  for  the 
regulation  of  insurance  among  the  several  States  and  for  other  purposes/'  has 
attracted  much  attention.  Its  provisions  apply  to  all  corporations,  their  oiTicers 
and  agents,  who  transact  the  business  of  insurance  outside  the  limits  of  the 
State  which  incorporated  them,  and  thereby  they  are  declared  to  be  engaged  in 
interstate  or  foreign  commerce. 

Fraternal  societies,  such  as  are  eligible  to  membership  in  this  Congress,  are 
not  affected  by  the  bill.  This  exemption,  it  is  believed,  was  not  inspired  by  any 
feeling  of  hostility,  but  more  likely  in  a  friendly  spirit.  The  substantial  features 
of  the  measure  are  :  First.  To  establish  a  separate  division  of  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department,  to  be  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  law 
and  to  others  passed  by  Congress  for  the  regulation  of  the  business  of  insurance 
among  the  several  states.  Second.  A  United  States  Commissioner  of  Insur- 
ance. Third.  This  commissioner  is  given  authority  to  obtain  full  and  complete 
information  concerning  the  management  and  financial  condition  of  the  corpora- 
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tions  subject  to  the  act,  and  to  require  statements  annually.  Fourth.  The  act 
prescribes  the  conditions  to  be  performed  by  a  corporation  to  obtain  a  license. 
Fifth.  A  corporation  may  do  any  business  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
which  it  is  privileged  to  under  the  laws  of  the  State  where  organized,  and  shall 
not  bind  itself  by  any  obligation  forbidden  by  such  laws.  Sixth.  After  the  act 
goes  into  effect,  no  corporation  which  has  not  complied  with  its  laws  can  do  ao 
insurance  business  out  of  its  home  State.  Seventh.  The  annual  license,  **  and 
that  until  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  such  license,  or  its  earlier 
revocation  by  said  commissioner,  the  said  corporation  or  party  has  authority  to 
perform  all  acts  authorized  by  this  act  without  having  to  pay  taxes  on  receipts  or 
premiums,  or  license,  or  fees,  or  charges  for  the  privilege  of  doing  insurance 
among  the  several  states." 

No  hearing  has  been  announced  upon  this  Bill,  and  it  is  impossible  to  deter- 
mine whether  there  will  be  opposition,  or  what  may  be  the  character  of  such 
opposition.  The  committee,  deeming  that  some  action  might  be  necessary  or 
desirable  at  least,  before  this  session  of  the  Fraternal  Congress,  corresponded 
to  a  limited  extent  with  the  members.  From  the  replies  received  it  would  ap- 
pear that  there  exists  a  favorable  sentiment  in  support  of  applying  national 
supervision  to  fraternal  orders.  If  the  Congress  shall  decide  in  favor  of  such 
supervision,  on  substantially  the  lines  outlined,  it  should  be  secured  under  a 
Bill  applicable  to  the  Fraternals  alone,  and  the  Exemption  Clause  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  the  Piatt  Bill. 

The  War  Revenue  Measure,  as  it  was  first  reported,  would  have  been  inju- 
rious to  the  interests  which  this  Congress  represents.  The  first  report,  however, 
contained  internal  evidence  that  there  was  no  serious  intention  to  do  tfs  harm. 
The  Exemption  Clause  was  put  in  a  portion  of  the  act  where  it  did  not  operate 
at  all.  This  indicates  that  we  were  not  forgotten.  As  soon  as  the  error  was 
discovered  by  your  committee,  the  chairman  hastened  to  Washington.  The  day 
before  his  arrival  at  the  Capitol  a  new  draft  of  the  act  had  been  printed  and  the 
Exemption  Clause  therein  rendered  duly  effective.  This  clause  is  incorporated 
in  the  law  within  a  paragraph  of  Section  25,  and  the  Exemption  says  that  the 
provisions  of  **  this  Section  "  shall  not  apply,  etc.  The  authorities  rule  that  the 
word  **  Section  "  there  means  the  paragraph  and  not  the  whole  section.  If  Sec- 
tion 25  is  intended,  then  the  orders  are  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  act. 
The  tax  upon  us  is,  however,  so  small  compared  with  the  burden  which  would 
have  been  imposed  if  the  original  report  had  become  law,  that  it  would  seem 
wise  to  submit  until  Congress,  as  will  probably  occur,  undertakes  a  revision  of 
the  law,  and  then  make  an  effort  to  have  the  orders  exempt  from  all  the  pro- 
visions thereof,  in  clear  and  unmistakable  terms. 

In  the  year  1898,  only  a  few  State  Legislatures  were  in  session,  and  conse- 
quently your  committee  did  not  have  the  anxieties  which  attend  the  year  when 
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nearly  all  the  legislatures  meet.  In  January,  1899,  many  State  Legislatures 
will  convene.  If  the  signs  prove  true,  our  successors  in  this  important  trust 
will  have  plenty  of  work.  We  can  only  repeat  the  earnest  request  of  previous 
years,  that  every  member  of  the  Congress  shall,  in  his  or  her  own  state,  keep  a 
watchful  eye  upon  the  legislature.  In  this  connection,  the  experience  in  Massachu- 
setts this  year  may  be  instructive  to  those  anxious  to  secure  or  defeat  legislation 
elsewhere.  There  was,  early  in  the  autumn  of  1897,  and  seasonably  before  the 
opening  of  the  legislature,  organized  what  was  styled  *'  The  Massachusetts  Ben- 
eficial Societies'  Union/'  Its  purposes,  as  declared  by  its  by-laws,  were  sub- 
stantially fraternal  and  social  Union  and  a  better  acquaintance  among  fraternal 
men  of  the  various  organizations.  All  fraternal  societies  doing  business  in  the 
State  became  members.  The  result  was  a  united  and  successful  effort  in  the 
legislature  and  a  satisfactory  codification  of  the  laws  affecting  Fraternal  Bene- 
ficiary  Organizations. 

In  the  Province  of  Quebec  the  law  requires  a  deposit  of  $5,000.00,  with  power 
of  demanding  an  increase  thereto  from  time  to  time,  and  has  other  objection- 
able features.  The  chairman  of  your  committee  had  a  personal  interview  ia 
Quebec  with  the  provincial  authorities,  and  it  is  believed  that  with  united  effort 
a  material  modification  can  be  obtained,  and  probably  the  main  features  of  our 
uniform  law  adopted. 

Virginia  has  passed  a  Fraternal  Act  in  the  lines  of  the  uniform  law. 

There  is  now  pending  in  the  Legislature  of  Oregon  an  act  reported  to  be 
inimical.  Thus  far,  efforts  to  obtain  a  copy  of  this  Bill  have  been  unsuccessful. 
It  is,  however,  on  the  table  until  the  sitting  of  the  Legislature  in  January  next. 
We  are  assured  that  it  is  being  carefully  watched. 

In  Georgia,  a  law,  which  on  the  face  applies  to  assessment  insurance,  with  a 
hostile  administration  of  the  Insurance  Department,  might  be  held  applicable  to 
Fraternal  Orders. '  The  present  Commissioner  does  not  so  apply  it.  It  would 
be  wise  to  make  the  effort  to  have  the  exemption  put  in  the  law.  The  Legis- 
lature of  this  State  is  now  in  session. 

In  Kentucky,  legislation  which  was  not  satisfactory  to  our  brethren  was 
defeated.     We  arc  advised  that  the  Uniform  Bill  can  be  secured  there. 

An  attempt  was  started  in  Ohio  to  repeal  the  present  law,  the  Unifoim  Bill, 
but  was  abandoned. 

In  the  State  of  Texas  there  has  been  suggestions  of  legislation,  and  the  breth- 
ren from  that  State  are  watchful. 

It  was  found  impossible  to  prepare  in  accurate  form  for  publication  the  laws 
of  the  several  states  relative  to  Fraternal  Societies,  so  that  they  could  be  pre- 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


68  TWELFTH   ANNUAL   SESSION, 

sented  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  at  the  last  session.  With  the 
material  -now  in  hand,  it  would  seem  that  our  successors  might  accomplish  this 
important  work,  so  as  to  incorporate  the  same  with  the  printed  proceedings  of 
this  session.     We  recommend  that  they  be  authorized  to  do  so. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Haskell  Butler,  Chairman, 

J.  W.  White, 

Louis  A.  Steber, 

Dr.  Oronhyatekha, 

W.  S.  Linton, 

James  H.  Livingston, 

A.  L.  Hereford, 

John  W.  Goheen, 

J.  M.  McKlNSTRY, 

J.  Scully  Taft, 
William  G.  Moreis, 

CommitUe, 

Document  No.  35. 

report  of  committee  on  credentials  and  finance. 

Mr.  Acker,  of  New  York,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials  and  Finance,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  approved,  and  the  recommendations  therein  contained 
adopted. 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Finance  would  respectfully  report  they 
have  during  the  past  year  examined  and  approved  the  several  bills  as  set  forth 
in  the  annual  report  of  Secretary -Treasurer  Sackett. 

We  have  examined  the  boolts,  vouchers  and  accounts  of  Bro.  M.  W.  Sackett, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  and  find  the  same  correct,  and  as  set  forth  in  such  printed 
report,  which  has  been  heretofore  put  into  the  hands  of  the  members  of  the 
Congress. 

We  have  examined  and  recommended  for  payment  the  following  bills  submit- 
ted to  us  by  the  officers,  committees,  and  for  expenses  of  the  session  : 

J.  E.  Shepard,  President %      69.41 

D,  E.  Stevens,  Vice-President 88.25 

M.  W.  Sackett,  Secretary-Treasurer 08.66 
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J.  G.  JobnsoQ.  Chr.  Com.  on  Constitution  and  Laws $  106.00 

John  Haskell  Butler,  Chr.  Com.  on  Statutory  Legislation 68.05 

John  J.  Acker,  Chr.  Com.  on  Credentials  and  Finance 40.50 

D.  P.  Markeyi  Chr.  Com.  on  Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders 71.80 

W.  T.  Walker,  Chr.  Com.  on  Fraternal  Press 90.85 

W.  R.  Spooner,  Chr.  Com.  on  Jurisprudence 36.60 

H.  C.  Sessions.  Chr.  Com.  on  Rates 30.00 

Dr.  C.  A.  McCollum,  Chr.  Medical  Section 101.10 

Frederick  A.  Draper,  Special  Committee  on  Rates 79 .  60 

Frederick  A.  Draper,  services  computing  tables 350.00 

George  D.  Eldridge,  actuarial  expenses 335  00 

Zeta  Club,  rent  of  hall 60.00 

Hanzsche  Co.,  printing,  etc 234.50 

Fraternal  Monitor  Company,  stenographeV  for  session 50.00 

N.  O.  Roik,  stenographer  for  Medical  Section 50.00 

Total $1,634.73 

We  recommend  that  the  salary  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  be  fixed  at  $600.00, 
payable  quarterly,  and  that  the  guaranty  or  indemnity  bond  furnished  by  him  be 
renewed,  the  premium  for  which  to  be  paid  by  the  Congress. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  sale  of  journals  the  last  session  did  not  procure  a 

sufficient  amount  to  repay  the  cost  of  publishing  at  the  price  of  ten  cents  per 

copy,  that  the  price  to  be  charged  for  the  journals  of  1898  be  made  15  cents  per 

copy,  which  will  about  cover  the  cost  of  production,  provided  the  usual  number 

of  copies  are  sold. 

John  J.  Acker,  Chairman, 

Geo.  H.  Howard, 

John  A.  McGillivray, 

Lbe  R.  Sanborn, 

Samuel  P.  Lacey, 

E.  M.  SCHRYVSR, 

Committee, 
Document  No.  36. 

REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    STATUTORY    LEGISLATION. 

Past  President  Butler,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Statutory 
Legislation,  presented  the  following  report  on  Document  No.  6, 
which  was  adopted  : 
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To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  have  had  under  consideration  Docu- 
ment No.  6.  introduced  by  Mr.  John  G.  H.  Meyers,  of  New  Yor)^,  and  beg  to 
report  in  favor  of  the  adoption  thereof.     The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Resolved y  That  when  and  where  practicable,  the  Committee  on  Statutory 
Legislation  endeavor  to  secure  State  legislation  compelling  coroners,  coroner*s 
'physicians,*  or  other  physicians,  or  officials  having  charge  of  public  institutions, 
to  furnish  the  requisite  certificate  or  proof  of  death  of  a  person  on  the  demand 
of  any  person  entitled  thereto,  at  a  charge  not  to  exceed  $3.00,  and  said  certifi- 
cate to  be  deemed  legal  proof  of  the  death  of  the  person  therein  named. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Haskell  Butler.  Chairman^ 

J.  W.  White. 

Louis  A.  Steber, 

Dr.  Oronhyatekha, 

W.  S.  Linton, 

Jas.  H.  Livingston, 

A.   L.  Hereford, 

J  NO.  W.  Goheen, 

J.  W.  McKlNSTRY, 

J.  Scully  Taft, 
Wm.  G.  Morris, 

Committee. 


Document  No,  37. 

Past  President  Savage  introduced  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Special  Committee  on  Federal  and  Provincial  Legislation 
be  continued,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number  if  they  so  desire,  and  with 
instructions  to  give  to  the  President  of  this  Congress  their  recommendation  on 
the  expediency  of  present  effort  for  Congressional  Legislation  on  the  lines  of  the 
Uniform  Bill,  to  provide  for  national  supervision  of  fraternal  beneficiary 
societies,  and. 

Resolved^  That,  if  on  such  report,  or  for  other  cause,  such  legislation  or  any 
other  legislation  of  the  National  Congress  shall  be  found  expedient  and  proper, 
the  Executive  Committee  be  and  are  empowered  to  authorize  the  necessary 
expenditure  by  that  committee  for  the  purpose,  and  to  ask  the  several  societies 
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represented  in  this  Congress  to  contribute  pro  rata  according  to  the  amount  of 

and  in  addition  to  their  annual  dues,  as  the  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  to 

be  needed. 

A.  R.  Savage, 

J.  W.  White. 

John  Haskell  Butler, 

W.  R.  Spooner. 

Past  President  Boynton  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation,  with  power  to  act 
along  the  lines  of  the  resolution,  and  appoint  a  subcommittee^ 
if  necessary,  to  carry  out  the  object  of  the  resolution. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  adopted. 


Document  No.  38. 

Past  President  Johnson  introduced  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Special  Committee  on  Rates,  consisting  of  Brothers  Ses- 
sions, Markey,  Draper  and  Shepard,  be  continued  to  and  through  the  session  of 
1899,  with  instructions  to  further  consider  and  report  upon  the  matters  hereto- 
fore committed  to  them. 

J.  G.  Johnson. 


Document  No.  39. 

Past  President  Butler  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted  : 

Resolvedy  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  that  provision 
be  made  by  national  legislation  for  national  supervision  of  fraternal  beneficiary 
organizations,  and  further 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  to  secure  such  supervision  and  appropriate  legislation  in  con- 
nection therewith. 

John  Haskell  Butler. 
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Document  No,  40. 

Mr.  Thomas  H.  O'Neill,  of  New  York,  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Rates  be  requested  to  furnish  to  this  Con- 
gress, at  its  session  to  be  held  in  1899,  all  the  information,  in  their  judgment 
necessary,  bearing  upon  the  matter  of  mortality  tables  and  adequate  rates,  to  the 
end  that  an  intelligent  conclusion  may  be  reached  by  the  Congress  on  this  all 

important  matter. 

Thomas  H.  O'Neill, 

Catholic  Relief  and  Benefit  Association, 

Document  No,  41. 

Mr.  W.  O.  Robson,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  in  arranging  the  program  for  the  next  meeting,  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  provide  for  the  making  of  reports  of  officers  and  committees,  and 
the  offering  of  new  business  on  the  first  day's  session,  and  that  the  program 
be  arranged  for  a  session  not  exceeding  four  days,  and  that  all  members  submit- 
ting papers  to  this  Congress  be  requested  to  have  them  in  printed  form  for 
distribution. 

W.  O.  Robson, 

Royal  Arcanum, 


Document  No,  42. 

REPORT    or   COMMITTEE    ON  RESOLUTION    OF    THANKS. 

Mr.  Robson,  of  Massachusetts,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Resolution  of  Thanks,  presented  the  following,  which  was 
adopted  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote  : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  in  acknowledgment  of  the 
many  courtesies  received,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following : 
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Rtsolvid,  That  the  members  of  the  Twelfth  National  Fraternal  Congress 
desire  hereby  to  iEu:knowledge  in  the  fullest  manner  the  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended to  them  during  their  stay  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  We  extend  to  his 
Honor,  the  acting  Mayor,  for  his  cordial  welcome  to  the  city,  to  the  several 
Fraternal  Societies  and  the  individual  members  thereof,  and  to  the  dally  press, 
cor  sincere  thanlts,  and  most  earnestly  assure  them  that  we  shall  each  and  all 
take  with  us  to  our  homes  most  pleasant  recollections  of  our  visit  to  the  *'  Mon- 
umental City,"  and  leave  with  them  our  best  wishes  for  their  future  happiness 
and  prosperity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  O.  ROBSON, 
N.  S.  BOYNTON, 

J.  D.  Clark, 

Committee, 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  the  order  of  the  Con- 
gress, directing  that  the  photograph  of  the  last  Past  President 
form  a  frontispiece  in  the  Journal  of  Proceedings  was  changed, 
and  that  of  the  President  in  Office  was  substituted. 


Document  No,  43. 

Past  President  Savage  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Fraternal  Congress  be  tendered  to  Brother 
James  E.  Shepard  for  his  wise  and  zealous  labors  as  President  during  the  last 
year,  and  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the 
deliberations  of  this  session. 

Resolved,  That  Brother  James  E.  Shepard  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  created  a  life 
member  of  the  Fraternal  Congress. 

A.  R.  Savage. 


INSTALLATION   OF   OFFICERS. 

President  Shepard :  The  business  of  this  Session  of  the 
Congress  being  practically  finished^  it  is  now  in  order  to  call  the 
officers  elected  to  their  respective  chairs. 
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I  want,  however,  to  say  a  word  before  I  present  this  gavel  to 
my  successor.  I  have  beeii  in  this  Fraternal  Congress  a  great 
many  years,  and  I  have  been  treated  with  the  utmost  kindness 
and  consideration  from  the  day  I  joined  it  until  to-day.  I  have 
made  friends  of  scores  of  people,  and  I  trust  they  will  be  my 
life-long  friends,  as  I  hope  I  may  be  their  life-long  friend.  I 
have  got  to  knowing  your  faces  and  most  of  your  names,  not 
all,  and  I  shall  never  forget  them. 

For  all  your  kindness,  accept  my  most  hearty  thanks.  For 
the  beautiful  testimonial  of  esteem  or  recognition,  call  it  what 
you  will,  that  I  received  the  first  day  of  this  Congress,  I  could 
scarcely  thank  you  then,  and  I  am  just  as  much  put  to  for  a  lack 
of  words  to  thank  you  now ;  but  still,  for  all  that,  I  thank  you 
as  best  I  may. 

Permit  me  to  call  Vice-President  Stevens  to  the  chair  and  say 
to  him  the  little  required  to  put  him  in  full  possession  of  the 
office  to  which  you  have  elected  him. 

My  Dear  Brother  Stevens,  it  gives  me  profound  pleasure  to 
officially  present  you  in  your  new  relation  to  those  who  have 
known  you  so  long  and  so  well.  As  a  testimony  to  the  great 
measure  of  the  esteem  in  which  you  are  universally  held 
throughout  the  Congress,  its  members  having  unanimously 
conferred  on  you  the  highest  honor  in  their  gift,  and  now,  my 
Brother,  in  behalf  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  and  in 
its  name,  I  present  you  with  this  gavel,  the  badge  of  your  au- 
thority, and  with  it  goes  the  hearty  wish  of  every  member  of 
this  assembly  that  your  year  of  office  may  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess as  grand  as  it  is  certain  to  deserve. 

President-elect  Stevens  :  Members  of  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress,  I  do  not  believe  that  this  is  exactly  the  time  for  me  to 
detain  you  with  any  lengthy  remarks.  I  certainly  appreciate 
your  kindness  in  placing  me  in  the  position  of  President  of  this 
body.  As  I  looked  over  it  when  all  our  delegates  were  present, 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  in  many  respects  the  most 
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wonderful  body  that  gathers  anywhere  in  the  world.  That  it 
came  from  all  parts  of  our  own  United  States  and  from  across 
the  border,  and  included  our  friends  who  live  in  Canada ;  and 
that  we  came  for  what  ?  What  is  the  mission  ;  what  the  pur- 
pose? We  came  for  the  home,  for  the  wife  and  the  little  ones, 
and  it  is,  I  think,  in  very  many  respects  the  most  wonderful 
body  of  people  that  gathers  anywhere.  Its  constituency  is  very 
great,  and  its  influence*  I  am  glad  to  say,  is  growing  every  day. 
I  hope  that  influence  will  continue,  and  that  our  constituents 
will  increase  in  number  for  all  time  in  the  future. 

They  say  away,  down  in  one  of  our  southern  battlefields  every 
summer  it  is  covered  literally  with  these  little  plants  'and 
flowers  we  call  forget-me-nots.  How  suggestive  of  our  Orders. 
Our  purpose,  our  intention,  is  to  plant  our  forget-me-nots  in 
human  hearts  and  homes  all  over  our  land,  so  that  there  may 
be  constantly  and  perpetually  a  remembrance  of  the  fact  that 
we  did  live  and  that  we  did  do  something  to  better  the  condi- 
tion of  our  neighbors  and  our  people  in  and  through  these 
great  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Orders. 

I  thank  you,  my  brothers  and  sisters,  and  promise  to  do  the 
best  I  can  to  succeed  Brother  Shepard  in  this  office,  and  the 
gentlemen  and  brothers  who  have  gone  before.  I  will  do  the 
best  I  can. 

Vice  -  President  Oronhyatekha  and  Secretary  -  Treasurer 
Sackett  were  duly  inducted  into  their  respective  offices. 

President  Stevens  announced  the  following  appointments  for 
the  year  1898-1899. 
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NATIONAL  FRATERNAL  CONGRESS. 

CHAPLAIN  AND  COMMITTERS,   1898-99. 


Chaplain, 
Samuel  P.  Lacey Newark,  N.  J. 

X      COMMITTEES. 

Constitution  and  Laws, 

J.  E.  Sbepard,  Chairman,  Lawrence,  Mass Past  President. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Peabody,  Kansas .Past  President. 

A.  R.  Savage,  Auburn,  Maine Past  President. 

J.  W.  Goheen,  Philadelphia,  Pa Knights  of  Honor. 

Julius  M.  Swain,  120  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass Home  Circle. 

Miss  Bina  M.  West,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

S.  H.  Tattersall,  Baltimore,  Md Heptasophs. 

E.  S.  McCIintock,  Topeka,  Kansas Ancient  Order  of  Pyramids. 

Miss  Marguerite  McCutcheon,  Washington,  D.  C Order  of  Golden  Cross. 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Burns,  St.  Louis,  Mich Maccabees. 


Statutory  Legislation. 

John  Haskell  Butler,  Ch*n,  244  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass.. Past  President. 

John  W.  White,  Rock  Falls,  111 Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

John  Mulligan,  Yonkers,  N.  Y Knighu  of  Honor. 

J.  G.  H.  Meyers,  New  York,  N.  Y Order  of  United  Friends. 

E.  G.  Stevenson,  Detroit,  Mich I.  O.  Foresters. 

W.  S.  Linton,  Saginaw,  Mich Maccabees. 

J.  S.  McKinstry,  Soc.  of  Sav.  Bldg.,  Cleveland,  Ohio Royal  Arcanum. 

A.  L.  Hereford,  Springfield,  III Supreme  Court  of  Honor. 

J.  Scully  Taf t,  Keene,  N.  H Pilgrim  Fathers. 

Wm.  G.  Morris,  885  W.  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  III Chosen  Friends. 

James  H.  Livingston,  Baltimore,  Md Shield  of  Honor. 

Louis  A.  Steber,  St.  Louis,  Mo Chosen  Friends. 

James  O.  Pierce,  Minneapolis*  Minn Knights  of  Honor. 
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Credentials  and  Finance, 

John  J.  Acker,  Cbalrman,  Albany,  N.  Y Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Frank  N.  Gage,  128  La  Salle  St ,  Chicago,  111 National  Union . 

J.  A.  McGillivray,  Forester's  Temple,  Toronto,  Ont I.  O.  Foresters 

Lee  R.  Sanborn,  48  W.  Eagle  St.,  Baflfalo,  N.  Y . .  Royal  Tempi's  of  Temperance. 

George  H.  Howard,  Cambridge,  Mass New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

W.  H.  Snyder,  Philadelphia.  Pa Fraternal  Mystic  Circle. 

John  G.  McGuire,  Brooklyn,  N  Y Catholic  Benevolent  Legioa. 

E.  M.  Schryver,  Baltimore,  Md Royal  Arcanum. 

Statistics  and  G<H>d  of  the   Orders, 

D.  P.  Markey,  Chairman,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Warner,  Topeka,  Kansas Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security. 

B.  F.  Nelson,  St.  Louis,  Mo Knights  of  Honor. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Hutchins,  Des  Moines,  la Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 

F.  W.  Sears,  Kansas  City,  Mo National  Reserve  Association . 

W.  O.  Robson,  Boston,  Mass Royal  Arcanum . 

G.  Del  Vecchio,  Chicago,  111 Supreme  Lodge,  Order  of  Mutual  Prot'n. 


Fratetnal  Pres^ 

Edwin  O.  Wood,  Chairman,  Flint,  Mich Knights  of  Loyal  Guard. 

D.  W.  Gerard,  Crawfordsville,  Ind Tribe  of  Ben-Hur. 

W.  S.  Palmer,  Sharon,  Pa Protected  Home  Circle. 

F.  0.  Downes,  Boston,  Mass American  Legion  of  Honor. 

Mrt.  Lillian  M.  Hollister,  Detroit,  Mich Maccabees . 

J.  W.  Myers,  Toledo.  Ohio National  Union. 

John  B.  Treibler,  Baltimore,  Md Legion  of  Red  Cross. 

Mrs.  Geneyra  L.  Miller,  St.  Louis,  Mo Degree  of  Honor. 


Jurisprudence, 

W.  R.  Spooner.  Chairman,  480  E.  117th  St.,  New  York Past  President. 

S.  A.  Will.  Pittsburg,  Pa  .  184  Fifth  Avenue Past  President. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Peabody,  Kansas Past  President. 

John  W.  White,  Rock  Falls.  Ill Modern  Woodmen. 

J.  D.  Clark,  Dayton,  Ohio Independent  Order  Foresters. 

W.  T.  Walker,  Minneapolis,  Minn Fraternal  Aid  Association . 

W.  S.  Robson,  La  Grange,  Texas Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 
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Insurance  Commissioners*  Committee. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman,  Peabody,  Kansas. Past  President. 

John  Haskell  Butler,  344  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass Past  President. 

D.  E.  Stevens,  Cor.  Broad  and  Chestnut  Sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa..  Past  President. 


Special  Committee  on  Rates, 

H.  C.  Sessions,  Ch'n,  Sioux  Falls,  So.  Dak. . .  .Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Frederick  A.  Draper,  No.  8  Oxford  St.,  Maiden,  Mass Home  Circle. 

D.  P.  Markey,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

James  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence,  Mass. Past  President . 

Committee  on   Railroad  Rates, 

E  S.  McCIintock,  Chairman,  Topeka,  Kansas. . . Ancient  Order  Pyramids. 

C.  C.  Linthicum.  1200  Monodnock  Buildings,  Chicago,  111 Royal  League. 

Harry  Goldman,  Baltimore,  Md Heptasophs. 

The  business  of  the  Congress  being  finished,  the  President 
declared  the  Twelfth  Annual  Session  of  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress  adjourned  sine  die. 

M.  W.  Sackett, 

Secretary-  Treasurer, 


NOTICE. 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  Session  of  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  III.,  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  in  August,  1899. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 


By  order  of  the  Congress,  it  is  hereby  announced  that  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress  is  not  responsible  for  any  opinion 
expressed  in  any  paper  read  before  the  Congress,  nor  are  said 
opinions  to  be  taken  as  the  views  of  the  Congress,  unless  the 
records  of  the  Congress  shall  show  that  an  affirmative  vote  was 
taken  thereon.  Members  are  to  be  allowed  full  freedom  in 
expressing  their  opinions  at  all  times,  but  they  cannot  in  any 
manner  bind  the  Congress. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Members  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen — At  the  opening  of  this,  the  twelfth 
annual  session  of  this  body,  we  may  well  congratulate  ourselves 
upon  the  favorable  auspices  under  which  we  meet. 

It  is  manifest  on  every  hand  that  in  no  preceding  year  of  our 
life  have  there  gone  out  from  us  so  much  practical  benevolence 
to  stricken  and  dependent  families  as  in  the  year  now  so  near 
its  close.  Never  has  there  gone  greater  and  more  abundant 
blessings  to  orphan  child  or  widowed  mother,  and  never  did  they 
go  out  more  freely  or  more  in  consonance  with  a  true  fraternal 
spirit.  We  have  failed  in  no  direction  to  make  good  all  de- 
mands made  upon  us  in  the  name  of  Fraternity,  even  when  cir- 
cumstances created  a  demand  that  came  as  suddenly  as  it  was 
urgent. 

So  far  as  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  the  past  year  has  been 
one  of  prosperity  to  the  Orders  in  general.  None  have  come  to 
grief  and  few  have  failed  to  make  a  substantial  gain.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  make  allusion  to  statistics  of  condition,  as  the 
report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Congress  and  that  of 
the  Committee  on  Statistics  will  give  us  full  and  definite  infor- 
mation as  regards  the  finances  of  this  body  and  the  conditions 
of  the  several  Orders  in  detail. 
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The  various  papers  which  have  been  prepared  by  members  of 
this  body,  and  will  be  read  to  you,  will  demand  attention  and 
discussion,  and  on  every  hand  the  indications  are  that  this  is  to 
be  emphatically  a  working  session. 

It  must  be,  for  it  will  be  a  session  fraught  with  consequences 
of  greatest  interest  to  the  millions  in  whose  cause  we  have 
assembled  and  whose  safety  we  would  conserve.  In  no  preced- 
ing session  has  our  action  been  so  carefully  watched  and  so 
thoroughly  scrutinized  as  it  will  be  in  this  one.  On  the  one 
hand  our  friends,  in  their  dependence,  turn  to  us  for  aid  and 
direction ;  on  the  other  hand  our  opposers  hope  to  find  us 
without  convictions,  or,  that  having  them,  we  shall  lack  the 
courage  that  makes  conviction  effective.  We  should  not  dis- 
appoint the  one,  or  give  the  other  reason  for  selfish  gratulation. 

We  have  reason  to  expect  most  favorable  results  from  this'ses- 
sion,  because  this  fact  is  firmly  established,  that  so  far  in  our  expe- 
rience each  session  has  been  a  greater  success  than  any  that  has 
gone  before.  It  has  been  so,  because  each  year  we  have  brought 
to  our  deliberations  a  stronger  desire  for  greater  knowledge,  a 
more  resolute  determination  to  ascertain  the  truth  and  to  live 
up  to  it.  It  has  been  easier  to  accomplish  results,  because  each 
year  we  have  had  greater  toleration  for  the  views  of  others,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  we,  year  by  year,  are  coming  nearer  to  a 
common  agreement  that  the  best  good  of  all  must  have  first 
consideration  rather  than  the  welfare  of  the  individual  society. 

Without  further  preface,  I  crave  your  patience  while  I  bring  to 
your  attention,  as  briefly  as  I  may,  some  of  the  more  important 
matters  that  will  ^come  before  you  for  action.  Greatest  of  all 
in  importance  is  a  finding  of  the  best  and  most  practical  reme- 
dial measure  that  shall  counteract  the  evil  tendencies  coming 
from  our  failure  to  adequately  provide  for  the  certain  and  inex- 
orable demands  of  the  future.  Argument  is  not  demanded,  as 
once  it  was,  to  establish  the  fact  of  the  necessity  of  such 
requirement.     All  of  the  older  Orders  by  experience,  and  many 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL   FRATERNAL   CONGRBSS.  88 

of  the  newer  ones  by  observation,  I  hope  all,  have  become  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  affirmative  action.  In  fact,  it  would 
seem  as  if  all  basis  for  adverse  argument  was  destroyed  by  the 
action  of  several  Orders  in  this  body,  whose  membership  is  more 
than  half  of  all  the  membership  of  the  Orders  here  represented, 
and  who  in  some  one  of  many  varying  directions  have  sought 
safety,  either  by  change  in  rate,  providing  for  a  reserve  or  re- 
duction on  account  of  certificate,  etc. 

For  some  years  this  Congress  has  been  considering  this  mat- 
ter, and  at  its  session  at  Port  Huron,  put  itself  unmistakably  on 
record  by  adopting  the  following  resolutions  : 
.  "  Resolvedy  That  the  incoming  President  of  this  Congress  be 
requested  to  appoint  a  special  committee  of  three  to  prepare 
tables  of  rates  upon  the  level  premium,  the  natural  premium  or 
step-rate  plan,  and  the  step-rate  plan  with  such  modifications 
by  applying  to  a  proper  extent  the  principles  of  a  reserve  or 
emergency  fund." 

"  Said  committee  shall^  so  far  as  possible,  secure  and  present 
to  this  Congress  a  comprehensive  statement  of  the  remedial 
changes  which  have  been,  or  shall  in  the  ensuing  year  be 
adopted  by  any  Fraternal  Order,  the  object  herein  sought  being 
the  securing  of  such  knowledge  as  shall  be  of  value  to  this  Con- 
gress in  arriving  at  definite,  safe  and  sound  conclusions  " 

It  further  emphasized  its  convictions  by  re-enacting  the  reso- 
lution unanimously  adopted  at  Louisville,  as  follows  : 

"  Whbreas,  At  the  last  session  of  the  Congress  a  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted  in  which  it  was  declared  to  be  the 
imperative  duty  of  the  several  Orders  represented  here  to  make, 
at  the  earliest  practical  date,  proper  provision  for  meeting  the 
inevitable  increase  in  the  rate  of  mortality,  by  adjustment  of 
rates  .so  that  contribution  shall  be  equitably  proportioned  to  the 
hazard  at  risk  ; 

*^  Resolved^  That  this  Congress  hereby  reaffirms  its  declaration 
of  one  year  ago." 
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It  may  fairly  be  concluded,  from  the  past  action  of  this  Con- 
gress, that  the  main  issue  that  will  come  before  us  to-day  is  not 
"Are  remedial  measures  required?"  but  is  in  fact  confined  to  the 
endeavor  to  ascertain  what  remedial  measures  can  best  be  ap- 
plied to  existing  conditions  to  produce  the  best  results.  Remem- 
bering the  votes  of  this  Congress  at  Toronto,  Louisville  and 
Port  Huron,  it  would  be  an  affront  to  your  intelligence  to 
advance  an  argument,  or  even  to  assume  that  argfument  is 
needed  to  establish  the  existence  of  present  and  prospective 
dangerous  tendencies.  As  first  in  importance  and  as  entitled  to 
right  of  way,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RATES. 

Your  Special  Committee  on  Rates  will  present  what  in  the 
judgment  of  its  members  is  best  adapted  to  meet  our  common 
requirements. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  forestall  any  portion  of  the  report, 
but  I  may  properly  urge  upon  this  Congress  its  most  careful 
consideration,  and  that  we  bring  to  this  duty  unbiased  and  un- 
prejudiced minds,  regardless  of  what  we  or  others  may  have 
attempted  or  accomplished.  The  committee  will  tell  you,  or  if 
they  do  not  tell  you,  it  is  none  the  less  the  fact,  that  it  has  not 
entertained  the  thought  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Con- 
gress, if  it  should  adopt  any  portion  of  the  report,  to  thereby 
affect  or  disturb  organizations  already  in  existence,  but  rather 
that  the  findings  of  the  Committee  might  be  a  guide,  or  better, 
a  standard  by  which  such  organizations  may  try  themselves.  I 
have  said  this  much  in  advance  of  the  report,  lest  some  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  coming  here  for  the  first  time,  should  approach 
its  consideration  with  an  idea  that  the  report,  if  adopted,  would 
be  iron-clad,  and  was  intended  to  apply  to  every  existing  Order 
without  recourse  or  consent.  This  Congress  may,  if  the  report 
is  found  deserving,  give  the  work  of  this  Committee  its  high 
endorsement.  This  is  as  far  as  it  can  go.  The  application  of 
the  tables,  or  the  duty  of  conforming  to  the  standard,  rests 
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entirely  with  the  individual  Order.  If  in  the  time  to  come  an 
Order  is  convinced  that  its  future  well-being  demands  a  change 
of  rates,  then  the  tables  will  be  ready  to  its  hands,  but  until  it 
shall  of  its  own  accord  agree  to  a  change,  or  the  law  of  a  State 
shall  intervene,  it  will  continue  on  its  present  course.  I  now 
approach  with  some  reluctance,  lest  I  be  misunderstood,  a  mat- 
ter of  much  importance,  and  it  is  a  subject  that  will  not  down, 
but  must  be  taken  into  account,  and  it  is  this :  A  pros- 
pective danger  of  adverse  legislation  along  this  very  line.  It 
cannot  have  escaped  intelligent  observation  that  each  year  indi- 
cations are  stronger  of  a  desire  for  a  more  decided  and  farther- 
reaching  State  supervision,  not  on  the  sole  ground  that  the 
Orders  are  dishonestly  managed,  or  that  any  promise  of  protec- 
tion is  not  as  fully  kept  to-day  as  at  any  point  in  our  history,  or 
that  without  such  supervision  there  is  greater  danger  of  disso- 
lution. 

In  practically  twenty-seven  years,  the  managers  of  the  Frater- 
nal Orders  have  secured  a  membership  nearly  if  not  quite  three 
millions  in  the  aggregate ;  have  paid  in  benefits  nearly  four 
hundred  million  dollars,  and  carry  protection  to  the  amount  of 
four  thousand  million  dollars,  and  State  supervision  will  come,  if 
it  comes  at  all,  because  of  the  great  work  we  have  accomplished, 
and  not  from  the  idea  that  men  may  prove  dishonest. 

In  less  than  a  generation,  and  always  compelled  to  work 
against  an  active  and  unscrupulous  opposition,  this  vast  busi- 
ness has.  been  built  up  ;  the  business  secured  and  managed,  and 
four  hundred  million  dollars  paid  to  dependents,  all  at  an 
eltpense  for  management  so  small  as  to  be  insignificant  when 
compared  with  the  expense  of  management  of  any  other  kind  of 
insurance  on  human  lives. 

Is  it  any  wonder,  considering  our  volume  of  business,  rivaling 
any  other  insurance  business,  and  the  terrible  responsibilities 
resting  on  the  few  men  who  are  managing  these  great  trusts, 
that  even  "those  who  are  of  our  house''  and  who  trust  us  most. 
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see  no  evil  in  a  just  and  proper  supervision,  and  only  our  oldest 
and  most  persistent  foe  will  ask  that  an  improper  supervision 
shall  be  forced  upon  us. 

Because  of  the  thousands  of  families  whose  sole  dependence 
is  in  the  Fraternal  Orders,  and  because  of  the  terrible  responsi- 
bility resting  on  the  few  who  manage  them,  I  am  not  of  those 
who  object  to,  or  fear  a  proper  supervision,  but  I  do  mistrust 
the  result,  should  the  legislature  of  any  State  under  an  adverse 
influence,  whose  source  needs  no  further  allusion,  formulate  a 
table  of  rates  with  which  all  Orders  doing  business  in  that  State 
shall  comply.  Under  these  circumstances  would  you  expect 
any  other  than  "Old  Line  rates?"  It  is  true  that  in  some  of  the 
States,  whose  officials  have  made  careful  investigation,  and 
realize  what  we  have  done  and  are  capable  of  doing,  there  would 
be  no  reason  for  fear.  But  generally  it  may  be  advanced,  with 
every  element  of  probability,  that  other  than  our  friends  and 
well-wishers  would  have  potent  voice  in  shaping  in  this  adverse 
law-making,  should  it  come,  and  its  enactment  in  one  State  will 
be  as  vicious  in  effect  as  though  enacted  in  a  dozen. 

Would  this  cause  uneasiness  anywhere,  did  we  anticipate  it 
and  were  ready  with  tables  of  rates,  capable  of  standing  any 
actuarial  test,  fully  adapted  to  our  requirements,  and  that  should 
meet  at  all  points  every  proper  demand  for  legislation  or  State 
supervision  ?  Should  we  not  then  be  in  a  position  to  defend  the 
cause  of  all  our  members,  with  right  and  reason  on  our  side,  and 
would  not  this  be  such  ground  of  advantage  as  to  give  us,  not 
the  right  to  demand  justice  (for  that  we  have),  but  if  driven  to 
its  use,  the  Power  to  compel  its  concession,  should  adverse  leg- 
islation be  attempted  ? 

ACTUARIAL    ASSISTANCE. 

Should  this  Congress  take  definite  action  and  adopt  as  a 
proper  and  safe  standard  of  minimum  rates,  any  portion  of  the 
report  of  said  committee,  there  will  then  be  a  demand  for  more 
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or  less  actuarial  assistance.  To  meet  this  prospective  demand  I 
suggest  for  your  consideration  an  amendment  to  our  Consti- 
tution, providing  for  an  additional  Standing  Committee  upon 
whom  shall  devolve  the  duty  of  collating  from  year  to  year  the 
facts  bearing  upon  the  mortuary  conditions  of  the  Orders.  The 
chairman  of  this  committee  should  receive  a  proper  compen- 
sation for  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  any  Order  should 
be  at  liberty  to  call  on  the  committee  for  any  actuarial  aid 
required. 

As  all  the  Orders  would  have  one  common  source  for  aid  and 
counsel,  the  expense  would  be  so  many  times  smaller  than  if 
each  were  required  to  consult  such  actuary  as  they  might  inde- 
pendently secure,  it  might  not  be  considered  unfair  if  each 
Order  was  required  to  pay  all,  or  at  least  a  portion,  of  the 
expense  incurred  for  this  purpose. 

The  ExecuUve  Committee  would  have  no  difficulty  in  finding 
in  this  body  suitable  material  for  such  committee. 

INSURANCE   commissioners'   CONVENTION. 

At  the  session  of  1897  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

**  Resolvedf  That  the  President  be  requested  at  his  discretion  to 
appoint  one  representative  to  the  next  annual  session  of  the 
Insurance  Commissioners,  for  the  purposes  outlined  in  the  reso- 
lution of  Bro.  Talbot,  and  to  establish  cordial  relations  with  the 
officials  representing  the  various  insurance  departments." 

In  view  of  great  possibilities  of  good  that  might  be  developed 
by  the  attendance  of  a  proper  committee,  I  increased  the  num- 
ber to  three,  and  Brethren  John  Haskell  Butler.  John  J.  Acker 
and  Mr.  Secretary  Sackett  kindly  consented  to  attend  the  con- 
vention, and  we  had  the  services  of  these  gentlemen  for  several 
days  for  bare  expenses  of  the  journey. 

The  result  of  their  efforts  will  be  laid  before  you  in  a  report 
of  the  chairman.  Judge  Butler.    In  this  connection  I  would  state 
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that  a  very  interesting  and  valuable  paper  was  submitted  by 
Bro.  Warnock,  and  would  recommend  that  it  be  made  a  part  of 
the  report  of  the  committee,  or  published  with  it,  so  that  it  will 
be  a  part  of  our  records. 


THE    WAR    REVENUE    TAX. 

In-  preparing  the  bill  to  raise  a  revenue  tax  for  war  purposes, 
the  House  of  Representatives  exempted  Fraternal  Orders  from 
a  certificate  tax  of  ten  cents  on  each  one  hundred  dollars,  face 
value.  The  Finance  Committee  struck  out  the  exemption,  and 
the  bill  passed  the  Senate  and  went  to  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence minus  the  exemption  clause,  and  when  the  omission  was 
discovered  but  two  days  remained  in  which  to  bring  about  an 
amendment  and  get  the  exemption  back. 

Judge  Butler  immediately  went  on  to  Washington.  Mr. 
Secretary  Sackett  wired  all  the  secretaries  to  wire  their  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  get  back  the  stricken-out  exemption,  and 
the  result  was  that  almost  as  soon  as  he  reached  Washington, 
the  chairman  of  our  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  was 
enabled  to  come  home  with  the  assurance  that  the  exemption 
clause  was  put  back  in  the  bill.  Thus  narrowly  the  Fraternal 
Orders  escaped  a  tax  that  would  have  worked  great  hardship  on 
every  Order,  if  it  had  not  in  many  cases  proved  ruinous.  As 
Judge  Butler  modestly  disclaims  any  credit  for  bringing  about 
the  good  results,  I  am  at  a  loss  just  where  to  centre  the  credit 

It  would  appear  from  the  wording  of  a  paragraph  in  Section 
25  of  the  bill,  as  finally  enacted,  that  with  some  degree  of  favor- 
able expectancy  the  question  might  be  raised,  were  not  the  Fra- 
ternal Orders  entirely  exempted  from  a  stamp  tax  of  any  kind  ? 

One  or  two  Orders  went  so  far  as  to  secure  rulings  from  col. 
lectors  of  internal  revenue  in  whose  jurisdiction  they  were, 
which  were  of  course  unfavorable,  but  as  there  seemed  to  be  a 
very  general  desire  to  be  patriotic  to  some  extent,  a  depart- 
mental ruling  was  not  asked  for. 
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SOME    NON- FRATERNAL   ORDERS. 

This  is  a  matter  not  within  our  control,  but  bearing  such  rela- 
tion to  us  that  I  am  fully  convinced  we  shall  be  justified  in  tak- 
ing it  into  consideration.  It  is  an  annoyance  now,  but  unless 
checked  will  soon  be  something  worse  than  an  annoyance 
merely. 

No  reference  is  made  to  any  real  Fraternal  Order,  but  the 
allusion  is  to  the  great  number  of  Orders  that  are  being  organ- 
ized under  the  guise  of  Fraternity  that  have  no  Fraternity  about 
them,  but  are  simply  created  for  the  benefit  of  their  projectors 
and  managers.  They  generally  come  to  grief  at  an  early  age, 
but  their  projectors  die  not,  but  like  the  brook  "go  on  forever," 
and  scheme  succeeds  scheme,  each  in  turn  to  come  to  grief,  and 
the  defrauded  members  blame  "  Fraternity  "  for  their  misfor- 
tune. We  should  welcome  every  real  Fraternal  Order,  for  they 
have  equal  rights  with  us,  but  may  we  not  in  self-defence  protest 
against  the  fraudulent  use  of  the  Fraternal  law,  which  was  enact- 
ed to  protect  the  people,  and  not  to  make  it  easier  to  perpetrate 
a  fraud  upon  them  by  an  Order  masquerading  in  the  guise  of 
Fraternity,  but  organized  solely  in  the  interest  of  the  organizers  ? 
I  have  no  recommendation  to  offer,  but  leave  it  to  the  good 
judgment  of  this  Congress  to  say  if  any  action  is  required,  and 
if  so,  what  action  may  best  be  taken. 


REPORTS   FOR   COMMITTEE   ON    STATISTICS. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Committee  on  Statis- 
tics should  have  as  full  a  knowledge  of  the  Orders  as  is  attain- 
able, and  it  is  therefore  suggested  that  all  Orders  belonging 
to  this  Congress  be  required  to  make  report  to  the  secretary  of 
this  body  on  a  form  substantially  in  accord  with  a  portion  of 
the  blank  on  which  report  is  made  to  the  various  State  depart- 
ments. 
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Schedule  2,  as  it  there  appears,  should  show  separately  the 
income  belonging  to  the  Mortuary  and  the  General  Funds,  and 
disbursements  should  likewise  be  separated.  Schedules  4,  5  and 
6  might  be  dropped,  and  Schedules  8,  9,  10,  11,  and  Schedules 
A,  B,  C  and  D  would  have  no  value.  As  the  information  re- 
quired would  nearly  all  be  copied  from  the  Annual  Report  to 
State  officials,  it  would  entail  but  little  additional  work  on  the 
secretaries. 

Should  you  establish  a  Committee  on  Rates,  another  schedule 
should  be  added  giving  the  number  of  deaths  during  the  year 
for  each  attained  age.  Other  matters  of  great  value  along  an 
educational  line  will  occur  to  you  should  this  subject  be  taken 
into  consideration.  So  great  is  the  desirability,  or  rather  the 
absolute  need,  of  securing  the  facts  that  such  report  would  give, 
that  the  manner  of  making  of  our  reports  may  perhaps  wisely 
be  made  a  constitutional  requirement. 

CONSTITUTION    AND    LAWS. 

There  does  not  appear  a  necessity  for  many  changes  in,  or 
additions  to,  our  Constitution,  but  I  desire  to  call  your  attention 
to  one  or  two  matters  that  seem  to  require  consideration. 

As  the  entire  third  line  of  the  seventh  section  is  now  obsolete, 
should  it  not  be  stricken  out  ?  Section  five,  as  it  now  stands,  is 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  dead  letter,  because  it  is  impossible 
of  performance  ;  should  it  not  be  amended  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  may  be  practical,  or  else  be  eliminated  by  repeal  ? 

In  the  fourth  section  is  a  classification  of  those  to  whom  ben- 
efits may  be  paid,  as  follows:  "and  death  benefits  payable  to 
the  families,  heirs,  blood  relations,  affianced  husband  or  affianced 
wife  of,  or  persons  dependent  on,  the  member."  Two  of  these 
classes  should  be  more  sharply  defined.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
undisputed  decision  as  to  who  may  properly  be  termed  **  depend- 
ents,'^ or  to  what  extent  dependency  must  exist  to  constitute  a 
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person  a  legal  beneficiary.  Must  it  be  a  total  dependency  or 
only  in  part  ?  Must  it  be  confined  to  a  home  and  support,  or  in 
what  other  manner  may  it  attach  ?  It  leaves  it  in  the  air  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  ending  of  a  condition  of  dependency  does  not 
terminate  the  right  to  be  a  beneficiary.  If  the  one  terminates 
with  the  other  and  we  remain  in  doubt,  may  we  not  sometime 
be  called  upon  to  make  a  second  payment  for  a  claim  we  have 
considered  madt^  in  full  ?  There  is,  on  the  question  of  depend- 
ency, a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts,  Mc- 
Carthy and  another  vs.  N.  E.  O.  P.,  reported  in  Mass.  Reports, 
vol.  153,  page  318,  that  gives  so  wide  a  range  to  the  term  "de- 
pendent," that  it  is  held  by  some  lawyers  that  a  "  creditor  "  may 
be  a  beneficiary,  as  dependent  in  a  legal  sense. 

As  to  the  term  "  families,"  that  is  still  more  indefinite,  as  a 
member  may  have  a  family  and  not  one  of  its  members  be  a 
husband  or  wife,  a  blood  relative  or  in  any  sense  dependent  on 
him. 

While  the  word  may  be  construed  that  only  such  members  of 
the  family  as  can  legally  be  beneficiaries  are  meant,  it  fully  dem- 
onstrates, if  such  construction  be  the  true  one,  that  the  designa- 
tion "  families  "  is  not  required,  is  misleading  in  addition  to 
being  useless,  and  should  be  eliminated.  These  objections,  if 
well  grounded,  apply  with  greater  force  to  the  terms  in  our 
Uniform  Bill,  because  of  its  distinct  efifect  upon  the  Orders 
whenever  it  shall  be  enacted  and  made  a  law  of  any  State. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  terms  objected  to  first  appeared  in 
the  Statutesof  Massachusetts,  and  as  State  after  State  has  enacted 
a  law  relating  to  Fraternal  Orders,  the  Massachusetts  law  has 
been  quite  largely  drawn  upon,  and  so  these  two  terms  have 
gone  upon  the  statute  books  of  many  States,  and  to  this  day  are 
mysteries  to  the  Fraternal  Orders,  and  if  they  ever  do  get  before 
the  courts  for  adjustment,  what  construction  will  then  be  given 
them  is  the  deeper  mystery  of  the  two.  As  we  have  no  undisputed 
decisions  defining  their  meaning  or  extent  to  govern  us  or  to  de- 
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fine  the  rights  of  our  beneficiaries,  it  is  submitted  that  the  Fra- 
ternal Orders  should  fix  and  determine  how  far  and  in  what 
direction  they  shall  apply,  and  once  put  in  our  laws  will  have  some 
influence  in  the  right  direction  if  a  decision  by  a  court  shall  in 
any  future  settlement  be  demanded. 

It  will  in  any  event  protect  the  Orders  by  establishing  by  law 
a  definite  limit,  beyond  which  the  right  of  a  beneficiary  cannot 
extend,  and  it  will  not  close  the  door  to  any  proper  beneficiary, 
but  may  prevent  improper  appointments  and  consequent  un- 
founded claims  and  demands,  and  therefore  will  relieve  us  of  a 
contingent  expense  in  defending  the  rights  of  the  member. 

A    UNIFORM    LAW. 

For  several  years  we  have  striven  for  the  enactment  of  a  uni- 
form law  in  the  several  States,  and  our  legal  friends  have  pre- 
pared a  code  which  seems  to  satisfactorily  meet  our  requirements. 
In  several  instances  it  has  gone  upon  the  statute  books  in  the 
form  we  desire.  In  others  it  has  been  applied  in  part  and  wholly 
rejected  in  others. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  a  requisite  that  if  the  Fraternal  Orders 
were  to  come  under  a  general  uniform  law,  that  there  should  be 
a  greater  uniformity  in  practice  than  at  present  prevails.  We 
all  have  the  one  general  purpose  in  view,  our  main  and  govern- 
ing object  being  the  payment  of  benefits  contingent  on  the  death 
of  a  member.  For  this  purpose  only  was  our  plan  devised,  but 
as  we  grew  older,  or  rather  as  newer  societies  came  in,  there 
were  devised  from  time  to  lime  many  features  providing  for 
benefits  for  the  member  himself,  until  in  some  Orders  about  all 
the  good  things  that  are  found  on  earth  are  embraced  in  one  cer- 
tificate, and  payment  for  all  these  different  benefits  is  generally 
paid  from  a  common  contribution,  or  in  plainer  language,  sep- 
arate assessments  are  not  made  or  separate  funds  created  for 
independent  and  distinct  classes  of  benefits. 

This  is  not  objected  to  because  the  one  assessment  does  not 
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produce  sufficient  money  to  pay  all  claims,  but  for  the  fact  that 
from  mortuary  tables  can  only  be  calculated  the  mortuary  cost, 
and  these  tables  provide  for  mortuary  claims  alone,  and  any 
benefit  in  the  form  of  an  endowment,  annuity,  funeral  benefit^ 
old  age  disability  or  sickness,  should,  if  we  adopt  any  mortuary 
tables,  be  provided  for  in  some  other  manner  than  attaching 
them  to  a  fund  that  is  intended  for  an  entirely  different  and  in- 
dependent purpose,  and  calculated  to  produce  only  such  amount 
as  is  demanded  for  mortuary  benefits. 

It  is  not  denied' that  all  the  benefits  promised  are  most  excel- 
lent in  every  way.  They  allow  the  member  to  protect  his  depen- 
dents, and  having  first  accomplished  this,  then  he  may  acquire  a 
personal  protection  against  a  need  that,  should  it  come,  may 
find  him  unable  to  help  himself  because  of  poverty,  infirmity  or 
old  age.  My  only  contention  is  that  it  is  not  well  to  class  bene- 
fits of  so  widely  different  intent  under  one  head  and  pay  them 
from  a  common  fund,  but  that  each  class  should  have  a  separate 
income  to  be  collected  and  disbursed  independent  of  any  other 
fund. 

THE   UNEXPECTED   DEMAND. 

I  have  heretofore  alluded  to  an  unexpected  demand  upon  our 
Fraternal  Protection,  and  it  was  met  so  promptly  and  in  so 
admirable  a  spirit  that  it  is  eminently  fitting  that  it  should  some- 
where be  made  a  matter  of  record,  and  it  certainly  deserves 
more  than  a  mere  mention  in  this  paper.  As  soon  as  it  was 
ascertained  that  war  was  to  come,  those  of  the  Fraternal  Orders 
whose  annual  sessions  came  early  in  the  year  immediately  took  ac- 
tion, and  on  the  eleventh  of  April  a  letter  was  received  from 
President  McKinley  warmly  commending  the  patriotic  spirit 
that  was  being  displayed  by  the  Fraternal  Orders  that  had  up 
to  that  time  taken  action. 

May  1st  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Congress,  in  order 
to  bring  out  the  unanimous  expression  of  sentiment,  issued  the 
following  circular : 
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"  To    the    Orders  constituting    the    National   Fraternal    Congress^ 
Greeting : 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Congress  deemed  the  pres- 
ent an  opportune  time  to  call  the  attention  of  our  members  to 
the  fact  that  as  a  Fraternal  Brotherhood  we  are  called  upon  to 
meet  a  demand  not  heretofore  contemplated. 

War  is  upon  us,  and  it  will  be  the  imperative  duty  of  many  of 
our  young  men  to  give  their  services  to  our  common  country, 
and,  daring  all  for  us,  perhaps  lay  down  their  lives  at  duty's 
call.  To  the  soldier  come  disease,  danger,  death — to  his  loved 
ones  come  all  the  rest,  and  much  the  greater  part  of  the  sacri- 
fice. Will  it  not  be  OUR  imperative  and  welcome  duty  to 
guarantee  to  every  man  who  perils  all  for  us  the  assurance  that 
come  to  him  what  may,  his  beneficiaries  shall  not  suffer,  and 
that  we,  bound  by  a  solemn  obligation,  shall  extend  to  those  he 
shall  leave  without  protector  or  defence  the  hand  of  Fraternal 
Love  and  Protection,  and  renew  the  obligation  that  the  widow, 
orphan  or  aged  parent  shall  be  our  care,  and  it  shall  be  a  sacred 
duty  resting  upon  us  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  extend  aid,  com- 
fort and  protection,  of  which,  by  his  death,  they  have  been  de- 
prived ? 

We  suggest  that  the  occasion  be  met  with  a  willing  prompt- 
ness so  that  all  men  may  know  that  our  Fraternity  goes  far 
beyond  the  ordinary  demands  upon  the  kindness  common  to  all 
men.  We  have  been  teaching  the  world  for  more  than  thirty 
years  what  Fraternity  CAN  do  under  ordinary  circumstances  ; 
now  let  us  demonstrate  what  IT  WILL  do  under  changed  con- 
ditions and  greater  demands." 

To  this  circular  the  response  of  the  Orders,  that  had  up  to 
that  time  taken  no  action,  was  so  prompt,  so  resolute,  and  so 
hearty,  that  he  who  had  held  that  love  of  country  among  the 
American  people  had  died  out  holds  to  that  idea  no  longer.  North 
and  South  it  was  the  same.  The  *'old  rebel  "  from  Texas,  who 
proudly  announced  he  was  glad  he  could  say  that  he  had  two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL   FRATERNAL   CONGRESS.  1)6 

boys  fighting  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  was  not  alone  in  his 
rejoicing. 

This  was  its  patriotic  form.  It  was  as  wondrously  developed 
along  the  Fraternal  line.  We  had  no  reason  to  expect  less  from 
any  class  of  citizens  in  our  beloved  country.  It  was  our  duty 
to  be  fraternal  and  patriotic,  and  can  any  say  we  have  not 
responded  to  each  demand  ?  And  now  I  call  your  attention  to 
341  unexpected,  but  a  glorious  thing. 

The  Independent  Orders  of  Foresters,  whose  home  is  on  for- 
eign soil,  whose  flag  is  not  our  flag,  and  whose  allegiance  is  due 
to  the  noblest  woman  who  ever  occupied  a  throne,  made  com- 
mon cause  with  us,  and  pledged  everything  to  its  members  who 
should  die  on  foreign  soil,  fighting  for  and  under  an  alien  flag. 
Commodore  Tatnal  was  right  when  he  said,  "  Blood  is  thicker 
than  water.'*  If  we  may  rightly  pride  ourselves  for  doing  only 
our  duty  to  our  country  and  those  of  our  Fraternity,  to  what 
extent  of  commendation  may  we  not  properly  go  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  hearty  English  action  of  our  friends  over  the 
border  ? 

THE   MEDICAL   SECTION. 

As  the  Medical  Section  of  this  Congress  will  make  an  extended 
report  at  this  session  I  refrain  from  any  mention  of  it  other  than 
to  say  that  we  cannot  too  fully  recognize  the  value  we  derive 
from  the  intense  zeal  and  intelligent  labors  of  this  section. 
Each  year  its  actions  are  of  more  importance,  and  as  so  little 
time  can  be  allotted  to  it  under  the  custom  of  having  sessions  of 
but  three  or  at  most  four  days,  it  might  render  the  section  still 
more  valuable  if  it  could  be  so  arranged  that  it  should  meet  one 
day  in  advance  of  the  Congress,  because,  as  it  now  is,  we  are 
deprived  of  their  presence  and  service  in  the  Congress  for  at 
least  half  the  session,  and  they  likewise  are  deprived  of  their 
right  to  be  present  and  take  part  in  all  our  deliberations. 
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THE    FRATERNAL    PRESS. 

The  Press  Association  will  likewise  speak  for  itself,  but  it  is 
proper  for  me  to  say  certain  things  of  theFraternalPress  in  general, 
because  its  modesty  will  not  permit  'Mtself  to  say  these  things  of 
itself." 

Our  Fraternal  papers  are,  year  by  year,  becoming  of  much 
greater  value,  as  almost  without  exception  they  are  broadening 
out  and  becoming  more  an  exponent  of  Fraternity,  rather  than 
the  organ  only  of  any  particular  order  or  branch  thereof. 

They  are  becoming  most  valuable  disseminators  of  vital  truths, 
that  affect  our  very  life,  and  they  deserve  and  should  receive 
the  support  they  so  richly  merit. 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  publishing  a  specially  prepared 
paper  in  all  the  papers  of  the  Press  Association  has  done  more 
to  make  our  system  familiarly  known  to  members  of  the  various 
Orders  throughout  the  country  than  could  have  been  accom- 
plished in  any  other  manner,  and  I  trust  the  Press  Association 
will,  in  the  coming  year,  produce  an  amount  of  good  as  great 
as  was  the  result  of  their  action  one  year  ago. 

IN    MEMORIAM. 

Since  last  we  met  some  of  our  co-laborers  have  gone  to  an 
Eternal  Rest.  We  shall  miss  their  forms  and  faces,  and  in  our 
deliberations  their  voices  will  be  still.  But  their  good  work 
ended  not  with  them,  and  upon  us  devolves  the  duty  to  carry 
onward  the  burden  they  have  heretofore  so  cheerfully  and  so 
worthily  borne ;  but  to  other  pen  than  mine  will  fall  the  duty 
of  fitly  recognizing  and  making  record  of  the  worth  and  manli- 
ness that  so  abundantly  characterized  the  dead. 

IN    CONCLUSION. 

In  bringing  this  paper  to  a  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my 
most  profound  thanks  to  those  friends  who,  at  Port  Huron,  so 
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generously  volunteered  to  relieve  me  of  much  of  the  labor  that 
should  be  attendant  on  the  office  to  which  I  was  there  elected. 
Their  promises  they  have  kept  to  the  letter.  The  chairmen  of 
the  several  committees  have  responded  to  every  call  upon  them. 
Your  and  my  good  friend,  Mr.  Secretary  Sackett,  has  taken  upon 
himself  about  all  the  burdens  that  I  should  have  borne^  and  as 
I  cannot  share  my  salary  with  him,  shall  recommend  as  the 
least  thing  I  can  do  that  his  salary  at  worst  shall  suffer  no 
reduction. 

And  now  trusting  that  in  all  the  deliberations  of  the  Congress 
the  utmost  harmony  shall  prevail,  that  with  Fraternity  for  our 
guiding  star  each  may  do  his  best,  and  that  the  labors  we  may 
here  accomplish  shall  be  of  great  and  lasting  benefit  to  all  kin- 
dred Fraternal  Orders,  this  paper  is 

Respectfully  submitted. 

James  E.  Shepard, 

President, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

Baltimore,  Md  ,  Nov.  15,  1898. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress : 

Brethren  :  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Congress,  I  submit  the  following  report  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  for  the   term   ending  November   15, 

1898. 

PROCEEDINGS. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  meeting 
the  Journal  of  Proceedings  were  printed  and  distributed. 
Five  thousand  five  hundred  copies  were  printed,  at  a  cost  of 
$789.55,  and  the  amount  received  for  copies  sold  amounted  to 
$429.75,  leaving  the  net  expense  for  the  same,  $359.80. 
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The  proceedings  each  year  are  becoming  more  valuable  for 
distribution,  and  it  is  suggested  that  an  increased  price  should 
be  charged,  sufficient,  if  possible,  to  cover  the  expense  of  print- 
ing and  distribution. 

STATISTICAL    REPORTS,    ETC. 

The  reports  received  from  the  various  societies  for  the  year 
189V,  have  been  more  full  and  complete  than  any  heretofore 
received.  Nearly  every  society  has  also  complied  with  the  re- 
quest to  make  supplemental  report  to  October  1,  1898. 

These  reports  have  been  duly  forwarded  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Statistics  for  compilation. 

Copies  of  the  Uniform  Bill,  as  amended  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Congress,  were  printed  and  have  been  freely  distributed 
wherever  necessity  seemed  to  demand. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  advised,  no  State  societies  collateral  to 
the  Congress  for  purposes  of  legislation  have  been  formed 
during  the  year. 

The  secretaries  of  most  of  the  societies  complied  with  the 
request  of  the  Congress,  and  filed  with  the  Secretary  copies  of 
their  laws  with  amendments  to  the  present  time.  These  have 
been  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials  and  Mem- 
bership for  examination. 

NEW    SOCIETIES   ADMITTED. 

During  the  year  quite  a  large  number  of  societies  have 
applied  for  membership  in  the  Congress,  a  number  of  which 
have  been  rejected  by  the  Committee  on  Membership. 

The  following  applications  have  been  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Membership: 

American  Benefit  Society Boston,  Mass. 

Royal  Highlanders Aurora,  Neb. 

Degree  of  Honor,  A.  O.  U.  W Jackson,  Mich. 

American  Guild Richmond,  Va. 
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One  society,  the  Artisan's  Order  of  Mutual  Protection,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  heretofore  affiliated  with  the  Congress,  has  with- 
drawn from  membership. 

Fifty  societies  now  constitute  the  full  roll  of  membership  in 
the  Congress. 

GENERAL    REMARKS. 

During  the  last  year  complaints  have  been  more  numerous 
than  heretofore  of  undue  rivalry  in  the  way  of  competition 
between  different  societies  belonging  to  the  Congress.  We  are 
confident  that  so  far  as  the  Executive  Officers  of  our  various 
societies  are  concerned,  nothing  receives  their  approval  or  sup- 
port except  it  comes  strictly  within  the  line  of  what  might  be 
termed  fair  competition.  The  difficulty  arises  mainly  from 
the  statements  made  by  subordinates  in  field  work.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  control  this,  and  perhaps  all  the  Congress  can  do  is  to 
place  on  record  its  disapproval  of  a  rivalry  of  competition  that 
shall  go  beyond  a  fair  statement  of  truth  made  by  any  society 
connected  with  the  Congress  toward  a  sister  society.  It  is 
proper  in  this  connection  to  say  that  in  every  instance  when  the 
attention  of  an  executive  of  a  society  has  been  called  to  com- 
plaints made,  hearty  co  operation  has  been  had  to  correct  the 
wrong.  In  some  cases,  agents  making  false  representations 
have  been  removed  from  service,  and  in  others  a  reprimand  was 
made. 

What  action,  if  any,  the  Congress  should  take  as  to  this  mat- 
ter is  for  your  determination. 

The  last  year,  possibly  more  than  any  other  in  its  history, 
has  demonstrated  the  forceful  character  and  utility  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress  Never  since  its  organization  has 
there  been  such  a  general  desire  upon  the  part  of  societies 
alike  in  character  to  those  now  in  the  Congress  to  become 
affiliated  with  it  At  no  time  has  the  Committee  on  Member- 
ship been  required  to  be  as  watchful  so  that  those  not  strictly 
in  accord  with  our  laws  be  refused  admission.     It  has  become 
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a  recognized  fact  that  in  order  to  command  the  confidence  of 
the  public,  a  Fraternal  Benefit  Society  must  have  the  indorse- 
ment of  this  Congress. 

The  different  State  Legislatures  not  only  recognize  the 
power  of  the  Congress,  but  also  rely  upon  its  judgment  in  dis- 
criminating between  what  is  worthy  and  that  which  is  unworthy 
of  public  confidence  and  patronage. 

When  prejudice  is  not  too  strongly  fortified  to  be  assailed  by 
reason,  I  think  we  can  safely  say  that  this  Congress  possesses 
the  respect  and  indorsement  of  the  various  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners. Greater,  however,  than  all  of  this,  the  influence  of  the 
Congress  is  being  felt  among  ourselves  in  the  reforms  which 
are  being  agitated,  and  in  many  instances  adopted,  by  the 
various  societies  connected  therewith. 

The  declaration  made  by  the  Congress  two  years  ago,  and 
again  unanimously  indorsed  last  year,  that  "It  was  the  impera- 
tive duty  of  the  several  Orders  represented  here  to  make,  at  the 
earliest  practical  date,  proper  provisions  for  meeting  the  inevi- 
table increase  in  rate  of  mortality,  by  adjustment  of  rates,  so 
that  contribution  shall  be  equitably  proportioned  to  the  hazard 
at  risk  **  has  brought  forth  golden  fruit  in  improved  conditions 
in  nearly  every  Order  in  the  land. 

I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  the  rightful  policy  of  this  Congress 
to  take  still  more  advanced  grounds  by  giving  definite  expres- 
sion to  what  it  may  consider  adequate  rates,  under  fairly  favor- 
able conditions  necessary  to  secure  permanence  and  stability. 

Further  than  this,  it  should  be  a  matter  of  serious  considera- 
tion, if  the  time  has  not  arrived  at  which,  should  the  Congress 
agree  upon  a  Minimum  Rate  Table,  steps  be  taken  to  have  the 
same  engrafted  upon  the  statutes  of  the  different  States— at 
least  to  govern  the  admission  of  all  new  societies  to  business. 

The  ihultiplicity  of  new,  irresponsible  and  irrational  schemes 
that  each  year  brings  forth  in  increasing  numbers   is  a  menace 
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to  the  future  of  legitimate  Fraternal  Benefit  Societies,  in  that 
it  destroys  public  confidence  in  everything  that  offers  protec- 
tion in  its  name. 

Certainly,  the  time  has  arrived  when  this  Congress  should 
lend  its  aid  to  the  public  in  duly  discriminating  between  that 
which  is  secure  and  reliable  and  that  which  is  false  and  should 
be  condemned. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

The  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  funds  of  the  Congress,  from  its  last  meeting  up  to 
November  1,  1898: 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  From  Oct.  1,  1897,  to  Nov.  1,  1898. 

1897.  receipts. 

Balance  in  hands  Secretary-Treasurer  Oct.  1,  1897 .$  1.584.82 

Oct.      2,   United  Order  Golden  Cross,  Membership  Fee,  1897 65.00 

2,   Knights  of  the  Golden  Rule,  Membership  Fee,  1897 85.00 

5,  Order  Chosen  Friends,  Membership  Fee.  1897 55.00 

6,  Royal  League,  Proceedings  Account 2.00 

(J,    Royal  League.  Membership  Fee,  1897 40.00 

6,   Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids,  Membership  Fee,  1897. .  85.00 

6,   Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  Membership  Fee,  1897..  150.00 

14  Order  Select  Friends,  Membership  Fee,  1897 40.00 

25,  Royal  Society  Good  Fellows,  Proceedings  Account 25.00 

25,  Knights  of  the  Royal  Guard,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

Nov.    15,  Shield  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account 10.00 

15,  Cash,  Proceedings  Account 2.25 

22.  Protected  Home  Circle,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

Dec-    27,  Knights  of  Maccabees  (G.  T.  of  Ohio),  Proceedings  Acc't.  1.50 

27,  Order  Mutual  Protection,  Proceedings  Account 1 .00 

27,  Order  Golden  Chain,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

27,  Knights  of  the  Golden  Rule,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

80,  Catholic  Benevolent  Legion,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

80,  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  Proceedings  Account. . .  1.00 

80.  Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramaids,  Proceedings  Account..  5.00 

80,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Sur,  Proceedings  Acc't.  2.50 

80,  National  Union,  Proceedings  Account 10.00 
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1898. 

Jan.       1,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  (S.  1*.),  Proceedings  Account. $  80.00 

1,  New  England  Order  of  Proteciion,  Proceedings  Account.  5.00 

1,  Fraternal  Legion,  Proceedings  Account 4  00 

4,  Royal  Arcanum,  Proceedings  Account 20.00 

8,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account 10.00 

8,  American  Legion  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

8,  Home  Circle,  Proceedings  Account 15.00 

10,  Iowa  Lrgion  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

10,  Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association,  Proceedings  AccH.  2.50 

11,  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle^  Proceedings  Account 10.00 

12,  Empire  Knights  of  Relief,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

12^  Royal  League,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

12,  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  (G.  T.  Mich.),  Proceedings  Acc't  6.00 

14,  Knights  of  Honor,  Proceedings  Account. 25  00 

14,  Fraternal  Union  of  America,  Proceedings  Account 3.00 

16,  Improved  Order  Heptasophs,  Proceedings  Account 10.00 

16.  National  Reserve  Association.  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

16,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside,  Proceedings  Account.  5.00 

16,  Tribe  of  Ben-Hur,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

16,  United  Order  Pilgrim  Fathers,  Proceedings  Account. .    . .  40.00 

20,  Legion  of  the  Red  Cross,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

20,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

22,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Proceedings  Account 20  00 

28,  Independent  Order  Foresters,  Proceedings  Account. ...  5.00 

Mch.     7,  United  Order  Golden  Cross,  Proceedings  Account 7.50 

7,  Order  of  Select  Friends,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

7,  Fraternal  Aid  Association,  Proceedings  Account 2.50 

June    13,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen,  Proceedings  Account...  40.00 

14,  National  Union,  Membership  Fee,  1898 80.00 

July      7,  Protected  Home  Circle,  Membership  Fee,  1898 55  00 

7,  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  Membership  Fee,  1898,  45.00 

7,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Membership  Fee,  1898. . .  150.00 

7,  Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows,  Membership  Fee,  1898..  45.00 

7,  Tribe  of  Ben-Hur.  Membership  Fee,  1898 45.00 

7,  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle,  Membership  Fee,  1898 45.00 

13,  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee,  1898 40.00 

16,  Order  Mutual  Protection,  Membership  Fee,  1898 35.00 

Aug.    25,  Ladies' Catholic  Benevolent  Legion,  Membership  Fee,'l898  65.00 

25,  Supreme  Court  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee,  1898 55.00 

Sept.    12,  Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard,  Membership  Fee,  1898 85.00 
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Sept.   12,   Shield  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee,  1898 $  40.00 

12,    Legion  of  the  Red  Cross,  Membership  Fee.  1898 85.00 

19.    Fraternal  Union  of  America,  Membership  Fee,  189S..    .  35  00 

19,    Knights  of  Maccabees.  Membership  Fee,  1898 150.00 

19,    Royal  League,  Membership  Fee 30.00 

19,    Independent  Order  of  Heptasophs,  Membership  Fee,  1898.  65.00 

19.    Fraternal  Aid  Association,  Membership  Fee,  1898 45.00 

19,    National  Aid  Association,  Proceedings  Account 5.00 

19.    Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star.  Mem.  Fee,  1898.  40.00 

19,  Royal  Arcanum,  Membership  Fee,  1898 150.00 

20,  Home  Circle,  Membership  Fee,  1898 40.00 

20,    United  Order  Pilgrim  Fathers,  Membership  Fee.  1898  ..  55.00 

26,    Knights  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee.  1898 120.00 

26,  Chosen  Friends,  Membership  Fee,  1898. 55.00 

27,  Royal  League,  Balance  Membership  Fee,  1898 20.00 

28,  New  England  Order  of  Protection,  Membership  Fee,  1898.  55.00 

29,  Woodmen  of  the  World,  Membership  Fee,  1898 68.50 

29,    I^nights  of  the  Golden  Rule,  Membership  Fee.  1898 35.00 

Oct.       8,    Fraternal  Union,  Membership  Fee,  1898. . .    30.00 

4.  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen,  Membership  Fee,  1898.  150.00 

5,  National  Aid  Association,  Membership  Fee,  1898 40.00 

7,  Order  United  Friends,  Membership  Fee,  1898 40.00 

8,  Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association,  Mem.  Fee,  1898. .  40.00 

11,    Royal  Neighbors  of  America,  Membership  Fpe,  1898 45  00 

11,   Woodmen  of  the  World,  Balance  Membership  Fee,  1898.  31.50 

il,   Cash,  Proceedings  Account 2.00 

11,  Empire  Knights  of  Relief,  Membership  Fee,  1898 85.00 

12,  American  Benefit  Association,  Membership  Fee,  1898...  35.00 

13,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  Membership  Fee,  1898..  50  00 

15.    United  Order  Golden  Cross,  Membership  Fee,  1898 65.00 

17.   Catholic  Benevolent  Legion.  Membership  Fee,  1898 80.00 

17,    National  Reserve  Association,  Membership  Fee,  1898  ...  35.00 

17,   Order  of  the  Golden  Chain,  Membership  Fee,  1898 35.00 

22,    Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  Proceedings  Accouat. . .  10.00 

22,   Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids,  Membership  Fee,  1898..  85.00 

22,   Royal  Highlanders,  Membership  Fee,  1898 35.00 

22,   American  Legion  of  Honor,  Membership  Fee.  1898 50.00 

22,    Degree  of  Honor,  A.  O.  U.  W..  Membership  Fee,  1898..  45.00 

24,  Select  Friends,  Membership  Fee,  1898 35.00 

26,   American  Guild,  Membership  Fee,  1898 85.00 

Total $  5,126.07 
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1897.  DISBURSEMENTS, 

Bills  paid  as  per  audit  of  Finance  Com.,  Session  1897 $  628.17 

Nov.    13,   Tribune  Publishing  Co.,  Envelopes,  Letterheads,  Etc 6.50 

15,   Fraternal  Societies  Ind.  Union,  Assessment  on  Bond. . . .  5.00 

Dec.      8,    M.  W.  Sackett,  Scc'y-Treas..  Salary  for  Quarter 150.00 

10,    E.  A.  Hempstead,  P.  M.,  Postage  Stamps 10.00 

1898. 

Jan.       5,   Baker,  Jones  &  Co.,  On  Acc't  of  Printing  Proceedings. . .  500.00 

9,    Pay  Roll,  Committee  on  Rates,  Meeting  in  Chicago 171.70 

81,   Baker,  Jones  &  Co  ,  Balance  Acc't  Printing  Proceedings.  289.55 

Feb.      3,    Books  purchased  for  use  Committee  on  Rates 15.00 

Mch.     7,    M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas..  Salary  for  Quarter 150.00 

April  14,    Fraternal  Societies  Ind.  Union,  Assessment  on  Bond.   ...  2.00 

May      4,    M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Postage 8.00 

June    13,    M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Salary  for  Quarter 150.00 

15,  John  Haskell  Butler,  Expense  to  Washington,  DC .  29.12 

July      5,   Fraternal  Societies  Ind.  Union.  Assessment  on  Bond  . . .  2.00 

8,   Telegraph  bills  for  June  and  July 27.90 

Aug.      5,   Tribune  Publishing  C9.,  Printing  Bill 2.50 

17,    Pay  Roll  Committee  on  Rates,  Meeting  in  Detroit 272.48 

Sept.    12,   Spectator  Co.,  Books  for  Committee  on  Rates 18.00 

12,    Baker,  Jones  &  Co.,  1,000  Copies  Uniform  Bill 14  00 

12,    McCoy  &  Calvin,  Printing  Bill r 16.75 

12,   M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Postage,  Etc 10.00 

16,  Expenses  of  Representatives  to  Ins.  Commission  Meeting.  249.10 

20,    M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Postage 8.00 

26,    M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'yTreaa.,  Expenses  to  Baltimore 58.75 

30,   M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Postage 5.00 

Oct.      4,    M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Salary  for  Quarter 150.00 

5,   Expense  of  Agent  to  vise  Certificates 16.00 

12,    McCoy  &  Calvin,  Printing  Bill 7.50 

12,   Fraternal  Societies  Ind.  Union,  Assessment  on  Bond 2.00 

22,    Additional  to  Agent  to  vise  Certificates 1.00 

24,    Boston  Regalia  Co.,  Gavel  for  President 50.00 

26.    McCoy  &  Calvin,  Printing  Bill 4.25 

26,   Tribune  Publishing  Co.,  Envelopes  and  Letterheads 2.50 

26,    M.  W.  Sackett,  Sec'y-Treas.,  Telegraph  and  Postage 8.92 

I  8,021.64 

Balance  in  hands  of  Sec'y-Treas.,  Nov.  1,  1898 2,104.48 

Total $  5,126.07 
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SUMMARY. 

Receipts, 

Balance  in  hands  of  Scc*y-Trcas.  Oct.  i,  1897 . .  .1  1,584.82 

Receipts  from  sale  of  Proceedings 420.75 

Receipts  from  Membership  Fees 8,112.00 

I  5,126.07 

Disbursements, 

Sundry  Bills  and  Appropriations,  Sessions  1897 $      628  17 

Printing  Proceedings.  1897  (5,500  copies) 789 .  55 

Salary,  Secretary-Treasuier,  one  year 600.00 

Sundry  bills  of  Expenses  since  last  session 1,008.92 

Balance  in  hands  Sec'y-Treas.  Nov.  1,  1898 2,104  48 

$  5.126.07 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  W.  SACKETT, 

Secretafy-  Tteasuter, 


REPORT  OF  THE    COMMITTEE  ON    STATISTICS  AND 
GOOD  OF  THE   ORDERS. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  15,  1898. 
To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

In  presenting  this  report  your  committee  desires  to  congratu- 
late the  Congress  upon  the  fact  that  the  information  contained 
in  the  tables  embraced  herein  shows  that  the  Fraternal  Bene- 
ficiary System  has  not  only  a  strong  hold  upon  popular  favor, 
but  that  it  is  growing  stronger  year  by  year. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  the  Orders  represented  show  a  sub- 
stantial progress.  A  few  Orders  show  a  decrease  in  membership, 
but  an  examination  into  the  history  of  such  Orders,  during  the 
past  two  years,  discloses  the  fact  that  in   nearly  every  case  the 
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recent,  and  in  some  cases  radical,  changes  in  the  laws  of  the 
Order  are  largely  responsible  for  such  conditions.  - 

There  never  were  so  many  Orders  reporting  to  the  Congress 
before,  and  as  a  whole  their  reports  never  appeared  to  better 
advantage. 

Twelve  Orders  report  their  work  for  1897  that  did  not  report 
for  1896,  and  four  that  reported  for  1896  do  not  report  for  1897. 
The  four  going  out  of  the  Congress  had  a  membership  of  22,151, 
while  the  twelve  new  reports  show  a  membership  of  128,572  at 
the  close  of  1897. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The  membership  represented,  as  shown  in  the  reports  to  the 
Congress  last  year,  was  1,780,440.  of  which  48,210  were  only 
social  members.  The  reports  submitted  this  year  show  that  the 
Orders  reporting  for  the  year  1897  had,  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
2,045,092  members,  of  which  91,387  were  social  members  only. 
The  benefit  members  admitted  in  1897  were  374,369  as  com- 
pared with  338,678  in  1896,  an  increase  of  35,691,  and  the  net 
increase  in  benefit  members  of  the  Orders  in  this  Congress  for 
that  year  was  170,266,  an  increase  over  1896  of  25,895  The 
social  membership  increased  from  48,210  to  91,389,  an  increase 
of  43,179,  making  the  total  net  increase  in  membership  for  the 
year  211,445,  as  compared  with  153,026  for  the  year  1896. 
This  is  a  larger  net  increase  than  was  ever  before  shown  by  the 
Orders  in  the  Congress  for  a  single  year,  and  only  confirms  the 
opinion  first  expressed  that  the  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Orders 
are  growing  stronger  in  popular  favor  year  by  year. 

In  1861  there  were  only  56,000  policies  of  Life  Insurance  of 
every  kind  in  force  in  the  United  States.  There  were  no  Bene- 
fit Certificates.  Now,  the  certificates  of  the  Orders  in  this  Con- 
gress alone  are  more  than  thirty-six  times  as  great ;  while  it  is 
said  that  the  Life  Insurance  Policies  and  Benefit  Certificates  in 
force,  at  the  close  of  1897,  numbered  more  than  14,000,000. 
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PROTECTION. 

During  the  year  1897  the  Orders  reporting  this  year  issued 
benefit  certificates,  representing  protection  to  the  amount  of 
$563,949,715..  At  the  beginning  of  that  year  their  certificates 
in  force  represented  protection  to  the  amount  of  $3,229,724,300: 
The  certificates  terminated  during  the  year  amounted  to 
$349,880,992,  leaving  the  value  of  the  certificates  in  force  at  the 
end  of  the  year  $3,433,793,023.  The  certificates  issued  in  1896 
represented  13,373,936  more  protection  than  those  issued  in 
1897,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  were  more  benefit 
members  admitted  during  the  latter  year.  This  accounts,  in 
part,  tor  the  reduction  in  the  average  value  of  the  certificates  in 
force  in  1897,  which  was  but  $1,702,  as  compared  with  $1,880  in 
1896,  and  $1,903  in  1895,  The  average  amount  represented  by 
the  certificates  of  those  who  lapsed  during  1897  was  $1,696  ;  of 
those  who  died  it  was  $1,957,  showing  that  the  certificates 
of  those  who  died  exceeded  the  average  in  force  by  $255,  while 
in  the  case  of  those  who  lapsed  it  was  $6  less. 


COST   OF    PROTECTION. 

During  the  year  there  was  distributed  from  the  Benefit  Funds 
of  the  Orders  represented,  to  disabled  members  and  the  benefi- 
ciaries of  deceased  members,  $34,097,418.  The  average  con- 
tribution per  member  to  the  Benefit  Fund  was  $18  25,  practically 
the  same  as  the  year  before,  and  about  $10.20  per  $1,000  of  pro- 
lection  represented,  thus  making  no  material  change  in  the 
annual  average  cost  of  protection  from  what  it  has  been  during 
the  past  six  years. 

MORTALITY. 

It  appears  from  the  tables  embraced  in  these  reports  that  out  of 
an  average  membership  during  the  year  1897,  of  1,868,570  benefit 
members,  only  17,421  died,  making  the  average  death  rate  9.32 
per  1,000  as  compared  with  9.79  for  the  previous  year,  being  a 
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lower  average  death  rate  than  has  been  shown  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  mortality  of  the  Orders  included  in  this  report, 
which  were  not  included  last  year,  was  slightly  above  this  aver- 
age. The  Orders  included  this  year  that  reported  last  year  show 
a  mortality  of  only  9.22,  as  compared  with  the  average  for  that 
year  of  9.79.  This  is  a  very  favorable  showing  on  the  face  of 
the  returns,  but  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  data  at  our  com- 
mand is  not  such  as  to  enable  us  to  determine  how  this  death 
rate  compares  with  what  the  mortality  tables  would  indicate  as 
the  expected  or  normal  death  rate. 


LAPSES. 

During  1897  there  were  186,682  certificates  lapsed,  represent- 
ing protection  to  the  amount  of  $315,783,574.  The  average  lapse 
rate  for  the  year  was  100  to  each  1,000  of  the  average  benefit 
membership  for  the  year.  While  this  is  a  more  favorable  con- 
dition than  was  exhibited  last  year,  it  is  still  too  high  for  the 
good  of  the  Orders.  It  will  be  observed  that  we  lose  more  than 
ten  members  by  lapses  to  every  one  we  lose  by  death. 

Your  committee  wishes  to  reiterate  its  conclusion  of  last  year 
on  this  subject,  and  recommend  to  the  Orders  here  represented 
the  importance  of  reducing  lapses,  because  it  is  not  only  expen- 
sive to  secure  new  members  to  take  their  places,  but  especially 
because  all  experience  shows  that  lapsation  is  adverse  and 
against  the  Order. 


EXPENSE    OF    MANAGEMENT. 

It  cost  $1.32  per  capita  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Orders  in 
1897,  as  compared  with  $1.35  in  1896,  and  $1.46  in  1895.  For 
every  dollar  paid  to  disabled  members  and  beneficiaries  of  de- 
ceased ones,  it  costs  only  7i  cents,  and  for  each  fl.OOO  of  protec- 
tion in  force,  on  an  average  during  the  year  the  cost  of  doing 
the  business  was  74  cents.  The  total  expense  of  doing  this  vast 
business,  securing  374,369  new  members,  taking  care  of  a  busi- 
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ness  involving  protection  to  the  amount  of  $3,433,793,023,  and 
paying  out  benefits  to  the  amount  of  $34,097,418,  was  only 
•2,472,068.84.  When  it  is  considered  that  this  enormous  busi- 
ness has  been  done  under  forty-eight  separate  and  distinct  man- 
agements, each  with  its  supreme  or  grand  and  subordinate  bod- 
ies,  the  expense  is  marveiously  low.  This  very  low  expense  rate 
is  only  possible  because  of  the  lodge  system,  through  which  the 
business  of  the  Order  is  carried  on.  It  is  therefore  important  to 
make  the  lodges  or  subordinate  bodies  as  efficient  as  possible, 
and  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  members  the  value  of  the 
system  in  the  way  of  minimizing  the  general  expenses  of  the 
Order.  In  other  words,  if  we  would  reduce  the  expense  of  car- 
rying on  this  business  to  the  minimum,  we  must  teach  our  mem- 
bers to  regard  their  connection  with  the  Orders  from  a  two-fold 
standpoint.  We  must  make  the  subordinate  body  more  than  an 
insurance  organization.  It  must  be  fraternal  and  social  as  well 
as  protective.  We  must  discard  the  use  of  terms  not  found  in  our 
laws  and  charters,  both  from  our  literatnre  and  our  conversation, 
when  referring  to  our  work  and  its  benefits.  There  is  too  great 
a  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  Orders  in  this  Congress 
to  treat  the  benefits  provided  by  us  as  nothing  more  than  insur- 
ance, thus  encouraging  their  members  and  the  members  of  other 
Orders  to  pay  no  attention  to  the  fraternal  and  social  demands 
of  the  Order.  When  our  subordinate  bodies  neglect  to  care  for 
the  sick,  to  relieve  the  distressed  and  to  bury  the  dead — duties 
encumbent  upon  every  member  of  every  Order  represented 
here — they  are  sowing  the  seeds  for  a  condition  that  ere  long 
will  induce  the  world  to  regard  our  work  as  devoid  of  every- 
thing fraternal  and  social,  when  we  will  no  longer  be  entitled  to 
be  known  as  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies,  Our  members  are 
not  to  blame  for  this.  It  is  the  fault  of  our  leaders  and  man- 
agers. We  are  designed  to  be  Fraternal  and  Beneficial^  and  it 
is  only  as  such  that  we  deserve  the  consideration  shown  us  by 
our  courts,  our  law  makers  and  the  public  generally.  We  must 
not  wander  away  from  first  principles,  unless   we  desire  and 
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expect  to  lose  that  which  is  best  and  that  which  distinguishes 
our  work  from  that  of  the  Insurance  Companies. 


BUSINESS   OF    1898. 

We  append  a  table  showing  the  progress  of  thirty-two  of  the 
forty-eight  Orders  which  reported  for  1897,  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  this  year.  We  regret  that  all  the  Orders  did  not 
make  reports  covering  this  period  so  the  table  would  be  com- 
plete. As  it  is,  it  is  only  instructive  as  studied  with  respect  to 
individual  Orders.  It  shows  continued  progress  and  favorable 
conditions  so  far  as  mortality  and  increase  of  membership  are 
concerned. 

STATE   SUPERVISION. 

Many  of  the  Orders  represented  in  the  Congress  are  national 
in  their  work,  while  a  few  are  international.  To  all  such  the 
question  of  State  Supervision  is  of  great  importance.  Under 
the  operation  of  the  Uniform  Bill,  in  the  States  where  it  has 
been  adopted,  and  also  under  the  laws  in  force  in  other  States, 
we  are  required  to  make  reports  annually  to  the  Insurance 
Departments.  This  is  freely  and  promptly  done,  because  the 
Orders  realize  that  they  are  under  certain  obligations  to  the 
public  as  well  as  to  their  members,  and  that  it  is  beneficial  to  all 
concerned  to  make  such  rcfports.  In  addition  to  these  reports, 
which  must  always  be  made  by  the  officers  directly  connected 
with  the  management  of  the  Order  and  under  oath,  it  is  also 
desirable  to  have  an  audit  of  the  business,  as  reported  in  these 
annual  reports,  by  some  State  authority.  Such  an  examination 
by  a  competent  man  will  be  productive  of  good  results,  will 
help  to  create,  as  well  as  maintain,  confidence  among  our  mem- 
bers and  the  public.  This  practice  is  now  followed  by  some  of 
the  States,  but  there  is  no  uniformity  as  to  the  manner  and 
scope  of  such  examinations.     The  laws  are  generally  silent  on 
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the  subject,  leaving  the  whole  matter  to  the  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion of  the  Insurance  Commissioner,  thus  making  it  possible 
for  this  official  to  keep  a  small  army  of  men  at  work  making 
such  examinations^  and  this  too  at  the  expense  of  the  Orders 
examined.  It  also  makes  it  possible  for  blackmail  of  the 
rankest  kind.  No  organization  desires  trouble  with  the  Insur- 
ance Departments.  We  all  know  too  well  the  dainage  that 
would  come  to  any  Order  from  an  unfavorable  report  from  an 
Insurance  Department  which  had  been  making  an  examination 
of  its  business,  even  though  such  report  was  in  no  measure 
justified  by  its  real  condition.  These  examiners,  knowing  this, 
can,  when  so  disposed,  take  advantage  of  it,  both  as  to  the  tim<i 
they  occupy  in  making  their  examination  and  the  amount  they 
charge  for  it.  We  believe  that  most  of  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ments are  honestly  and  fairly  conducted,  but  instances  have 
come  under  our  observation  from  which  the  only  reasonable 
inferences  to  be  drawn  were  :  First,  that  the  men  commissioned 
to  make  these  examinations  were  incompetent,  and  their  work 
worse  than  a  farce,  because  to  the  public  it  had  the  appearance 
of  having  been  carefully  and  intelligently  done  ;  and  second, 
that  their  main  purpose  was  to  extort  from  their  victims  unrea- 
sonable fees. 

These  examinations  should  be  made  of  the  work  of  every 
Order  once  a  year.  They  should  be  made  by  only  one  depart- 
ment each  year.  Only  thoroughly  honest  and  competent  ac- 
countants should  be  employed,  men  who  know  what  they  are 
doing,  and  who  will  do  enough  to  satisfy  anyone  that  the  work 
of  the  Order  is  being  done  in  accordance  with  its  laws,  honestly 
and  faithfully  and  that  the  funds  are  in  the  condition  reported. 

The  Insurance  Departments,  other  than  the  one  making  such 
examinations,  should  extend  to  the  report  thereof,  when  made, 
full  faith  and  credit.  The  expense  of  this  work  should  be  paid 
by  the  State,  from  fees  or  taxes  paid  by  the  Orders,  and  not,  as 
now,  directly  by  the  Orders.  The  work  is  done  by  the  State 
in  the  interest  of  the  public,  and  should  be  paid  for  from  the 
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State  treasury.  The  Orders  should  pay  enough  in  the  way  of 
annual  fees  to  make  the  State  whole  on  this  account  and  no 
more.  They  are  not  like  private  corporations,  organized  for 
profit  and  gain,  and  should  not  therefore  be  burdened  by  fees 
or  taxes. 

It  is  thought  by  some  of  the  most  prominent  members  of 
this  Congress  that  proper  and  necessary  supervision  can  never 
be  had  except  through  a  separate  department,  under  the 
management  of  an  official  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  supervise 
our  work  and  nothing  more.  Such  a  change  would  surely  be 
desirable  and  in  some  of  the  States  would  be  practicable  now, 
while  in  others  it  might  not  be.  For  the  present,  we  must 
deal  with  existing  departments.  Your  Committee  therefore 
recommend  that  a  committee  be  appointed  from  the  Congress 
which  will  meet  with  the  Insurance  Commissioners  at  their 
next  annual  meeting  and  present  this  subject,  and,  if  thought 
advisable,  to  have  legislation  in  the  different  States  to  effect 
this  Object ;  that  such  committee  recommend  to  the  Congress  at 
its  next  oieeting  such  amendments  to  the  Uniform  Bill  as  may 
be  necessary. 

This  Congress  in  adopting  and  securing  the  enactment 
into  law  of  the  Uniform  Bill  has  practically  invited  and  even 
urged  State  Supervision.  We  do  not  complain  because  we 
have  it,  but  we  want  to  see  it  more  efiicient  and  of  such  a 
character  as  to  serve  the  purpose  of  its  creation.  The  Insur- 
ance Departments  are  not,  as  a  rule,  unfriendly  to  our  work. 
They  do  not  all  seem  to  comprehend  just  what  these  Orders 
are.  Some  of  the  officials  connected  with  these  departments 
may  want  and  hope  to  get  some  favors  from  the  life  insurance 
companies,  and  thinking  to  please  them,  may,  at  times,  as  they 
have  in  the  past,  say  and  do  things  which  are  calculated  to 
destroy  confidence  in  our  system,  but  how  well  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  this  direction  let  the  roll  of  membership  of  the  Orders, 
embracing  as  it  does  the  names  of  more  than  two  million  of 
our  best  citizens,  attest.  It  has  been  truly  said  that  these  Orders 
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have  come  to  stay^  in  some  form  or  other^  and  your  committee 
believes  it  is  now  possible  as  well  as  desirable  to  secure  the  co- 
operation of  State  officials  in  bringing  to  a  higher  state  of  per- 
fection the  system  as  a  whole,  and  in  this  way  still  further 
strengthen  the  good  opinion  so  generally  entertained  by  those 
who  are  not  members,  as  well  as  by  those  who  are. 

As  our  work  increases  in  magnitude  it  becomes  a  magnet^  as 
it  were,  to  draw  others  to  us,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
protection  represented  by  our  certificates  now  amounts  to  over 
three  and  a  half  billions  of  dollars,  and  that  the  protection  thus 
afforded  to  the  family  of  our  average  member  is  the  most  valu- 
able possession  he  has,  we  should  endeavor,  in  every  proper 
way,  to  make  more  secure  the  foundation  and  superstructure  of 
this  great  temple  of  the  people's  protection  for  home  and  loved 
ones — the  Fraternal  Beneficiary  System.  Legislation  does  not 
create  conditions,  but  is  the  result  of  the  need  for  regulation 
of  existing  conditions.  The  Orders  represented  in  the  Congress 
are  strong  enough  to  secure  any  legislation  that  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  more  fully  effect  the  purpose  of  their  exis- 
tence, when  they  will  unitedly  undertake  and  determine  to  do 
so. 

CHANGINO    OUR   SYSTEM. 

As  a  result,  very  largely  of  the  suggestions  and  recommenda- 
tions  of  this  Congress,  many  of  the  Orders  represented  here 
have  changed  their  plans;  others  are  preparing  to  do  so.  These 
changes,  where  made,  have,  in  most  cases,  resulted  in  loss  of 
membership,  even  in  cases  where  the  changes  were  along  the 
right  lines.  This  was  to  be  expected.  There  were  two  reasons 
for  this  condition.  In  the  first  place  the  Orders  making  these 
changes  had,  in  nearly  every  case,  reached  a  point  where  the 
expense  of  membership  was  up  to  or  above  the  average,  as 
shown  by  this  report,  and  the  new  order  of  things  prescribed 
even  greater  expense  or  a  different  way  of  distributing  it  ;  and 
in  the  second  place,  the  opportunities  offered  by  some  of  the  old 
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and  the  many  new  Orders  to  secure  protection  at  a  much  lower 
rate  induced  many  to  transfer  their  membership  to  some  other 
Order.  The  unfortunate  situation  in  this  relation  is  that  the 
younger  and  better  members,  physically,  are  the  ones  who  have 
lapsed,  leavin>2:  the  older  and  impaired  risks  only  to  swell  the 
death  rate  and  consequent  expense  or  cost  of  membership. 
These  changes  have  not,  therefore,  had  a  fair  trial  under 
ordinary  conditions. 

Enough  has  been  learned,  however,  to  indicate  toother  Orders 
that  such  changes  as  are  necessary  to  perfect  our  plans  should 
be  made  while  the  conditions,  so  far  as  increase  of  membership 
and  death  rate  are  concerned,  are  favorable.  Delays  are  dan- 
gerous. There  is  also  danger  in  change,  especially  when  the 
rate  of  assessment  has  to  be  increased,  hence  it  is  important 
that  such  change,  when  made,  shall  be  along  right  lines  and  cal* 
culated  to  permanently  effect  the  object  thereof. 

This  committee  called  attention  in  its  last  report  to  the  fact 
that  the  Orders  showing  a  death  rate  above  the  average  also 
showed  a  net  loss  in  membership.  The  same  condition  is  notice- 
able this  year.  The  seventeen  Orders  having  a  death  rate  above 
9.32,  the  average  for  1897,  show  also  a  net  loss  in  membership 
of  15,611.  Only  one  Order  having  a  death  rate  of  over  12  per 
1,000  shows  any  net  increase  in  membership,  and  its  net  increase 
was  only  34,  while  the  total  number  of  members  admitted  by  it 
during  the  year  1897  was  only  1,635.  These  seventeen  Orders 
had  a  combined  benefit  membership  at  the  close  of  1897  of 
696,680,  or  a  little  more  than  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  total 
membership.  The  new  members  admitted  to  these  Orders  that 
year  were  93,059,  or  less  than  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  total 
admissions,  notwithstanding  which  they  show  a  net  loss  for  the 
year  of  15,611. 

From  the  record  it  will  be  observed  that  the  Orders  which 
most  need  new  members  fail  to  secure  them  as  readily  as  the 
Orders  more  favored  in  the  matter  of  death  rate,  and  that  while 
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the  very  large  majority  of  these  seventeen  Orders  last  referred 
to  have  a  death  rate  that  is  not  high^  as  compared  with  that  of 
Life  Insurance  Companies,  yet  in  competition  with  younger 
Orders  of  a  similar  kind,  they  are  handicapped  on  account  of  the 
annual  cost  per  tl^OOO  for  protection.  We  repeat  our  conclu- 
sion of  last  year,  that  "  In  the  matter  of  collections  for  the  bene- 
fit fund  there  is  no  fair  field  for  competition,"  and  express  the 
hope  that  in  the  near  future  the  annual  charge  for  protection 
will  be,  as  it  should  be,  substantially  the  same  in  all  the 
Orders  represented  in  this  Congress.  There  is  no  good  or  valid 
reason  why  it  should  vary  any  more  among  Fraternal  Beneficiary 
Orders  than  among  Life  Insurance  Companies,  where  it  will  be 
found  practically  the  same,  whether  they  have  been  doing  busi- 
ness five  years  or  fifty  years.  We  have  already  demonstrated 
that  the  charges  made  by  Life  Insurance  Companies  for  pro- 
tection, as  well  as  for  the  management  of  the  business,  are  far 
too  high,  but  we  have  not  demonstrated,  nor  do  we  believe  it 
capable  of  demonstration,  that  any  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Order 
can  successfully  continue  to  furnish  protection  for  less  than  the 
average  cost  shown  in  these  reports.  The  Orders  that  are  doing 
so  to-day  must  expect  to  make  up  this  difference  in  later  years, 
thereby  placing  upon  the  future  membership  a  burden  in  no 

respect  justified. 

D.  P.  Markev,  Chairman, 

Dr.  H.  a.  Warner, 

John  G.  Mitchell, 

B.  F.  Nelson, 

G.  Del  Vecchio, 

Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  17,  1898. 
To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress : 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  respectfully  report  as 
follows : 

The  committee  was  created  at  the  last  session,  to  collate  and 
provide  for  general  publication,  without  expense  to  the  Con- 
gress, of  judicial  decisions  affecting  fraternal  societies. 

Such  publication  could  not  be  made  during  the  past  year, 
except  in  a  desultory  way,  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory  as 
compared  with  what  is  desired  and  what  will  be  when  the 
recommendations  of  this  report  are  put  into  practical  operation. 

Though  the  digests  of  judicial  decisions,  published  periodically 
in  these  days,  are  far  in  advance  of  what  was  ever  before  known, 
and  approximate  nearly  to  the  reporting  of  all  decisions  of  con- 
sequence or  importance,  yet  they  are  but  digests  only,  mere 
synopses,  in  the  form  of  syllabi,  of  the  decisions  rendered,  the 
value  and  applicability  of  which  depends,  in  each  case,  upon  the 
details  of  proof  and  the  rulings  at  the  trial,  and  the  reasoning 
or  argument  of  the  appellate  tribunals  thereon,  all  of  which 
must  be  omitted  in  a  digest. 

Even  the  full  opinion,  published  in  the  reports,  generalizes 
concerning  the  issues,  the  proofs  and  the  rulings.  The  entire 
body  of  decisions,  now  rather  favorable,  and  increasingly  so,  to 
the  fraternal  cause,  has  for  its  basis  the  distinguishing  of  our 
cases  from  the  decisions  of  insurance  cases  previously  decided. 

The  respects  in  which  constitutions  and  general  laws,  benefit 
certificates  and  membership  applications,  forms  of  death  proofs, 
and  methods  of  procedure,  of  our  several  societies  differ  from 
each  other,  are  so  many  and  varied,  so  pronounced  and  material 
notwithstanding  their  apparent  similarity,  that  a  decision  in  a 
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case  affecting  one  society  may  really  not  be  applicable  to  others. 
Also,  as  all  of  life's  learning  is  at  best  the  practical  application 
of  past  experience,  the  record  of  a  case  in  which  adverse  decis- 
ion is  rendered,  may  point  the  way  to  a  favorable  decision  in 
the  same  principle  in  later  cases. 

Time  does  not  serve,  nor  do  every-day  duties  and  opportuni- 
ties permit  any  or  all  of  your  committee,  to  ascertain  through 
their  own  sources  of  information  all  decisions  rendered  which 
affect  our  cause,  much  less  to  have  access  to  the  opinions  of  the 
courts  in  all.  For  the  performance  of  our  duty,  and  the  gath- 
ering of  the  fullest  information  therefor,  we  need  from  all  the 
societies  represented  in  the  Congress  the  assistance  indicated  in 
the  recommendations  of  this  report. 

In  order  to  make  report  at  this  session,  of  decisions  in  which 
our  societies  are  interested,  request  was  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Congress,  at  the  instance  of  the  committee,  for  all  soci- 
eties to  send  reports  of  litigated  cases,  the  issues  involved  in 
each  and  the  results  thereof  in  the  decisions  rendered. 

Prompt  response  was  made  to  this  request  by  as  many  as  we 
could  expect.  Other  cases  were  known  to  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. We  have  also  referred  to  the  American  Digest  publica- 
tions. 

From  all  sources  of  information,  we  submit  the  following 
abstract  of  recent  decisions  which  have  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  your  committee,  references  being  to  the  volumes  of  the 
American  Reporter  System,  where  the  State  reports  are  not  yet 
published  or  their  numbers  could  not  be  certainly  ascertained, 
and  those  references  may  not  be  entirely  accurate  in  every  case 
as  to  volume  or  page. 

ON    ASSESSMENT    PAYMENTS,    SUSPENSION    AND    WAIVER. 

Suspension  for  non  payment  of  assessments,  of  a  member  who 
had  made  continuing  agreement  with  the  officers  of  the  society 
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that  his  assessments  should  be  paid  out  of  printing  and  supplies 
to  be  furnished  by  him,  is  not  validated  by  the  fact  that  the  per- 
son making  the  suspension  came  into  office  after  the  agreement 
was  made,  and  did  not  know  of  it.  (Iowa)  Bixby  %)s.  A,  O,  U,  fV,, 
70  N.  W.  Rep.,  737. 

Such  an  agreement  is  not  a  violation  of  requirement  of  the 
member's  certificate  and  the  laws,  that  the  member  should  pay 
all  assessments  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  the  month.  The 
printing  and  supplies,  for  which  the  society  had  the  power  to 
contract,  being  equivalent  to  advance  payments.     (Ibid.) 

A  promise  in  the  certificate,  to  pay  the  amount  of  one  assess- 
ment at  death,  includes  the  promise  to  levy  the  assessment,  and 
on  failure  to  do  so,  assumpsit  will  lie.  ScAif  vs.  MuU  Order  of 
Protection,  64  III.  App.,  341. 

By  the  rules  of  a  beneficial  association,  if  the  board  of  control 
did  not  receive  from  any  section  the  dues  collected  by  it,  its 
members  should  forfeit  rights,  subject  to  reinstatement,  if  the 
section  should  within  a  certain  time  pay  such  dues,  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  section  were  agents  of  the  members.  A  forfeiture 
occurred,  but  thereafter  the  dues  were  sent  by  mail  to  the  board  of 
control.  After  they  were  sent  and  before  they  were  received,  a 
member  died.  The  receipt  of  the  bo.ird  of  control  was  condi- 
tioned on  the  members  for  whom  payment  was  made  being 
alive  at  its  date.  No  usage  was  shown  by  which  the  associa- 
tion took  the  risk  of  payment  by  mail.  Held,  that  there  was  no 
reinstatement  of  the  member  in  question.  Campbell  vs,  K,  of  P, 
(Mass.),  47  N.  E.  Rep.,  109. 

Acceptance  of  assessment  is  no  waiver  of  provision  in  policy 
that  policy  should  be  void,  if  statements  in  application  be  false, 
where  the  falsity  was  not  known  at  the  time  the  assessment  was 
paid.     (Mich.)  Finch  vs.  Modern  Woodmen,  n\  N.  W.  Rep.,  1104. 

When  action  was  at  issue,  inadvertent  notice  of  assessment 
was  no  waiver  of  defense  set  up  in  answer.  {y^\^^  Agnew  vs, 
Ins.  Co.y  70  N.  W.  Rep.,  664. 
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A  mutual  benefit  association  may  waive  want  of  authority  on 
the  part  of  its  agents  to  receive  past  due  premiums.  Williams 
vs.  Relief  Association^  89  Me.,  158. 

New  York  Insurance  Law  of  1892  makes  fraternal  societies 
subject  only  to  Article  7,  and  such  parts  of  Article  1,  as  are 
specially  applicable  thereto.  The  provision,  for  notice  of  assess- 
ments to  work  forfeiture  for  non-payment,  in  Article  6,  relates  to 
life,  health  and  casualty  insurance  companies.  Held,  that  proof 
of  notice  of  assessment  is  not  necessary  to  establish  forfeiture 
in  a  fraternal  society  for  non-payment  of  assessments.  Bopple 
vs.  Maccabees,  18  App.  Div.  (N.  Y.),  488. 

Levy  of  the  usual  assessments  against  a  member,  during  the 
period  after  default  in  which  he  can  obtain  reinstatement,  by 
paying  dues  and  assessments  becoming  due  in  the  interim,  is 
not  a  waiver  by  the  association  of  the  default.  Carlson  vs,  A.  Z. 
o/JI,y  115  Cal.,  466. 

The  association  is  not  liable  on  the  death  of  such  member 
while  in  default,  and  he  cannot  be  reinstated  after  death, 
although  the  limit  of  time  for  reinstatement  has  not  expired. 
(Ibid.) 

The  laws  requiring  payment  of  arrearages  for  reinstatement, 
and  that  subordinate  camp  clerks  cannot  bind  the  Sovereign 
Camps  by  acts  outside  their  express  authority,  they  not  being 
authorized  to  reinstate,  the  Sovereign  Camp  is  not  estopped 
to  deny  reinstatement  when  subordinate  camp  clerk  receives 
and  retains  a  less  sum  than  the  total  arrears.  (Tex.)  Woodmen 
of  the  World  vs.  Rothschild,  40  S.  W.,  653. 

Law,  that  member  failing  to  pay  assessment  within  thirty 
days  shall  stand  suspended,  is  self-executing,  and  one  so  in  ar- 
rears at  his  decease  was  not  a  member  in  good  standing,  within 
the  requirements  of  the  benefit  certificate.  (Wis.)  Freckmann  vs. 
Royal  Arcanum,  70  N.  W.  Rep.,  1113. 

Benefit  society  laws  provide  severe  penalty,  for  clerk  receiving 
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arrears  to  reinstate  delinquent  member  whom  he  knows  to  be 
of  impaired  health  or  to  use  intoxicants.  Held,  if  the  clerk 
with  such  knowledge  receives  arrears  and  reinstates,  his  action, 
in  the  absence  of  fraud  and  collusion,  is  binding  on  the  society. 
Frame  vs.  Woodmen  of  the  World,  67  Mo.  App.,  127. 

The  laws  providing  that  a  suspended  member  can  be  rein- 
stated only  on  paying  all  arrearages  of  every  kind,  and  that 
failure  to  receive  notice  of  assessment  shall  not  relieve  a  mem- 
ber from  forfeiture  for  non-payment,  a  member  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  an  assessment  is  not  reinstated  on  paying  that 
assessment  after  another  has  become  due  without  paying  the 
latter,  though  he  has  not  received  notice  of  the  latter.  Under 
such  law,  a  member  cannot  claim  reinstatement  without  paying 
the  assessments  levied  while  he  was  suspended,  though  during 
such  time  he  was  not  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  Order. 
(Tex.)  Woodmen  of  the  World  vs.  Rothschild,  40  S.  W.  Rep.,  663. 

Where  daughter  beneficiary  of  insane  member  requests  the 
proper  officer  to  notify  her  of  assessments,  non-payment  of 
assessments  will  not  work  suspension  in  the  absence  of  such 
notification.     Buchanan  vs.  Hepiasophs,  178  Pa.  State,  466. 

A  beneficiary  association,  defending  on  ground  of  non-pay- 
ment of  assessment,  must  prove  that  the  member  had  notice  of 
the  assessment  in  the  way  prescribed  by  the  association's  consti- 
tution and  laws.     Good  Fellows  vs.  McDonald  (N.  J.),  36  Atl.,  1061. 

Where  laws  provide  for  assessments  by  trustees,  and  only  on 
the  first  secular  day  of  the  month,  earlier  resolution  ordering 
the  assessment,  preparing  the  notices  meantime,  and  mailing 
them  the  day  before  the  first,  does  not  invalidate  the  assessment. 
(Minn.)  Mee  vs.  Banker's  Life  Ass'n,  72  N.  W.  Rep.,  74. 

Notice,  to  appear  in  lodge  at  meeting  to  pay,  is  not  sufficient 
for  suspension  on  non-payment,  under  laws  requiring  notice  to 
pay  on  or  before  the  first  regular  meeting  of  the  month  follow- 
ing.    Kesher  Shel  Barzel  vs,  Menkin,  67  111.  App.,  676. 
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Habit  of  financial  reporter  of  subordinate  lodge  to  receive 
payment  of  assessments,  after  the  end  of  the  month  within 
which  they  were  payable  under  penalty  of  suspension  and  for- 
feiture, does  not  constitute  waiver  by  Supreme  Lodge,  or  estop 
it  from  insisting  on  forfeiture  where  it  has  no  knowledge  of 
such  habit.  But,  if  he  were  the  agent  of  the  Supreme  Lodge, 
and  could  waive  for  it  the  right  of  forfeiture,  no  implied  waiver 
arises  where  the  sum  paid,  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
payment,  did  not  equal  the  amount  due.  Knights  of  Honor  vs. 
Oeters,  96  Va.,  610. 

The  fact  that  a  benefit  society,  whose  laws  provide  that  non- 
payment of  assessment  by  the  28th  day  of  the  month  should  for- 
feit the  member's  rights,  subject  to  reinstatement  on  payment 
of  arrearages  within  four  months,  had  frequently  received 
assessments  from  a  member  after  they  became  due,  did  not 
waive  a  suspension  for  non-payment  when  due.  (Iowa)  Rice  vs. 
A.  O.  U.  W,,  72  N.  W.  Rep.,  110. 

Where  member  mailed  such  assessment  on  the  25th  day  of 
the  month,  and  died  the  29th,  several  days  before  the  money 
reached  the  society,  which  refused  to  accept  it,  deceased  was 
legally  suspended  at  the  time  of  his  death.     (Ibid.) 

The  laws  requiring  payment  of  arrears,  vote  of  lodge  and 
health  certificate,  suspended  member  sent  arrears  to  Secretary, 
who  credited  it  on  his  books  and  sent  the  member  a  copy  of  the 
laws,  marked  as  to  the  requirement  of  health  certificate  not 
furnished.  Held,  no  waiver  of  the  formalities  required  for 
reinstatement.     (Ibid.) 

It  is  no  waiver  of  suspension  to  send  notice  of  new  assess- 
ment during  the  time  limited  for  reinstatement.  (Wis.)  Toelie 
vs.  Central  Verein,  12  N.  W.  Rep.,  630. 

Whether  the  act  of  an  officer  of  subordinate  lodge  is  binding 
upon  the  Supreme  Lodge  depends  on  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws ;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  necessary  information  on  these 
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points,  it  cannot  be  determined  whether  or  not  the  payment  of 
an  assessment  to  an  officer  of  the  subordinate  lodge  would,  in 
legal  contemplation,  be  a  payment  to  the  Supreme  Lodge. 
(Ga.)  O'Connellvs.  Knights  of  Damon,  28  S.  E.  Rep,  282. 

The  benefit  certificate  being  conditioned  on  compliance  with 
all  laws  of  the  order  then  in  force  or  that  might  thereafter  be 
adopted,  the  member  is  bound  by  a  law  adopted  after  his  ad- 
mission, providing  that  if  any  member  engages  in  a  prohibited 
occupation  after  admission  he  shall  stand  suspended,  and  that 
no  action  of  the  order  shall  be  a  condition  precedent  to  such 
suspension,  and  that  the  receipt  of  such  an  assessment  shall  not 
be  a  waiver  of  his  engaging  in  such  occupation.  Schmidt  vs. 
Maccabees,  73  N.  W.  Rep.,  22. 

Under  the  laws  providing  that  a  member  is  not  entitled  to  sick 
benefits  for  one  month  after  payment  of  arrears  and  not  entitled 
to  death  benefits  unless  entitled  to  sick  benefits  at  time  of  death, 
beneficiary  cannot  receive  death  benefits  when  member  was 
debarred  from  sick  benefits  at  time  of  death,  because  less  than 
one  month  had  elapsed  after  payment  of  arrears. 

Defenses  were  not  waived  by  the  society  attending  funeral  of 
the  member  in  a  body  and  in  uniform.  Defendant  cannot  be 
said  to  waive  what  defendant  does  not  know.  Marcoux  vs. 
Society  of  Beneficence,  etc  ,  91  Me.,  260. 

(Opinion  by  A.  R.  Savage,  J.,  and  Past  President  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress.) 

WARRANTY. 

Answers  in  application,  as  to  fifty-seven  specified  diseases,  are 
not  warranties  where,  though  the  policy  in  places  terms  them 
such,  it  also  refers  to  them  as  statements.  Kettenbach  vs. 
Omaha  Life  Ass'n,  49  Neb.,  842. 

In  application  providing  that,  if  any  answer  was  not  literally 
true,    the    benefit    certificate    should    be    void,   the   applicant 
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answered,  "no,"  to  the  question  whether  any  examining  physi- 
cian of  a  life  insurance  company  or  order  had  declined  to  recom- 
mend the  applicant,  and  in  fact  one  had  so  declined.  Held, 
that  the  false  statement  vitiated  the  policy.  (Mich.)  Finch  vs. 
Modern  Woodmen,  VI  N.  W.  Rep,  1104. 

Verdict  will  be  set  aside,  as  rendered  through  sympathy  or 
prejudice  in  disregard  of  the  evidence,  where  eight  of  the 
answers  warranted  in  the  application  of  deceased  were  false  and 
five  of  them  were  fraudulent.  Gumming s  vs.  Kennebec  Life,  89 
Me.,  37. 

Where  certificate  is  conditioned  that  statements  in  the  applica- 
tion are  made  part  of  the  contract,  the  word  "  statements " 
includes  a  warranty  in  the  application  as  to  representations 
therein  and  as  to  waiver  of  physician's  privilege.  Foley  vs. 
Royal  Arcanum,  161  N.  Y.,  196. 

In  application  containing  warranty  of  truth  of  all  answers 
and  a  stipulation  that  if  any  were  false  all  benefits  were  for- 
feited, the  applicant  answered  **  one  year"  to  the  question  when 
last  attended  by  a  physician,  though  in  fact  he  had  been  so 
attended  six  times  within  the  year,  once  only  a  few  days  before 
the  application.  Held,  recovery  cannot  be  had,  whatever  the 
cause  for  which  he  was  attended,  though  the  affidavit  of  defense 
alleged  death  from  a  specific  cause,  it  having  also  alleged 
generally  that  he  made  false  answers  to  questions.  fVall  vs. 
Good  Fellows,  179  Pa.  State,  356. 

Where  the  certificate  states  that  it  is  issued  on  the  faith  of  the 
statements  in  the  application,  and  the  applicant  signs  a  declara- 
tion that  the  answers  are  true  and  form  part  of  the  application, 
false  answer  to  the  question  **  Are  you  now  in  sound  health  ?"  is  a 
warranty,  rendering  the  policy  void,  though  the  applicant  at  the 
time  believed  she  was  in  sound  health.  (Wis:)  Boyle  vs.  N.  W. 
Mutual  Relief,  70  N.  W.  Rep.,  351. 

Where  subordinate  lodge  officers  had  full  knowledge  of  the 
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facis  as  to  misstatements  warranted,  Held,  that  the  lodge  was 
agent  of  the  Supreme  Lodge  and  its  knowledge  was  waiver. 
Foresters  vs,  Schweitzer^  70  111.  App.,  189. 

That  the  applicant  could  not  see  well,  and  did  not  hear  the 
application  read  or  know  its  contents,  no  fraud  of  the  company's 
agents  intervening,  does  not  avoid  the  effect  of  false  answer 
made  a  warranty  in  the  application.  Woehrle  vs.  Metropolitan 
Li  fey  46  N.  Y.  Supp.,  862. 

If  the  warranty  is  false  in  fact,  though  believed  to  be  true  and 
made  in  good  faith,  it  avoids  the  contract.     (Ibid.) 

Where  applicant  warrants  literal  and  exact  truthfulness  of  all 
answers,  the  certificate  is  void  if  any  answers  are  false,  though 
the  applicant  may  not  have  been  aware  of  the  fact.  No  inquiry 
can  be  made  as  to  their  materiality,  as  the  contract  is  conclusive 
as  to  that  matter.  (Kas.)  Modern  Woodmen  vs.  Van  Wald^  4  Pac. 
Rep.,  482. 

Where  the  answer  to  the  question,  how  long  since  the  appli- 
cant was  attended  by  or  has  professionally  consulted  a  physician, 
is  made  a  warranty,  any  consultation  had  with  a  physician  after 
the  time  specified  in  the  answer,  constitutes  a  breach  of  the 
warranty,  irrespective  of  whether  the  consultation  was  because 
of  a  mere  fancied  ailment,  or  because  of  one  which  did  or  did 
not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  *' disease,"  and  in  such 
case  it  is  immaterial  that  the  question  following  the  one  under 
consideration  is  **For  what  disease?"  Roche  vs.  Knights  of 
Honor,  21  N.  Y.  App.  Div.,  699. 

Omission  by  applicant  to  disclose  every  fact  material  to  the 
risk  which  comes  to  his  knowledge  before  the  contract  is  finally 
closed,  especially  sudden  and  severe  illness,  though  it  be  after 
medical  examination,  is  a  fraud  vitiating  the  contract.  Equitable 
Life  vs.  McErry,  83  Fed.  Rep ,  631. 

On  warranty  of  sound  health,  it  is  not  necessary  to  constitute 
a  breach,  that  assured  should  be  at  the  time  in  such  unsound 
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health  that  he  must  have  realized  it.     Breeze  vs.  Metropolitan 
Life,  46  N.  Y.  Supp.,  768. 

Applicant  answers  '*  no "  to  question  as  to  excessive  use  of 
intoxicants,  though  in  the  six  years  previous  he  had  fourteen 
periods  of  intoxication,  requiring  seventy-two  days  for  treat- 
ment, and  died  in  jail  from  an  overdose  of  morphine  taken  to 
sober  up.  Post-mortem  disclosed  evidence  of  alcoholism  in 
nearly  every  organ.  The  trial  justice  charged  the  jury  that 
getting  intoxicated  occasionally  is  not  intemperance,  temperance 
meaning  moderation,  not  abstinence,  and  intemperance  mean- 
ing the  habit  of  getting  intoxicated  whenever  opportunity  offers, 
the  habit  or  ordinary  course  of  conduct  to  become  intoxicated^ 
when  intoxication  is  the  rule  and  sobriety  or  abstinence  the 
exception.  On  appeal,  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  was  set  aside 
as  contrary  to  the  evidence,  the  appellate  division  not  passing 
upon  the  exceptions  to  the  charge.  Shea  vs.  Maccabees^  in 
Supreme  Court,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y. 

Untrue  declaration  of  age  at  admission  is  misrepresentation 
of  a  material  fact,  which  renders  the  contract  invalid.  Any  fact, 
invalidating  the  contract  with  the  society  with  which  it  is  made, 
is  a  good  defense  to  an  action  thereon  against  another  society 
succeeding  to  the  contract.  Marcoux  vs.  Society  of  Beneficence,  etc., 
91  Me.,  260  (Opinion  by  A.  R.  Savage,  J.,  Past  President  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress). 

BENEFIT    CERTIFICATES   AND    BENEFICIARIES. 

Where  assured  in  a  benefit  society  has  power  to  change  bene- 
ciary,  the  beneficiary  named  in  his  certificate  has  no  vested 
interest  therein,  enabling  him  to  assign  it  during  the  life  of  the 
asbured.     (Iowa)  Carpenter  vs,  Knapp,  70  N.  W.  Rep.,  764. 

Where  certificate,  as  well  as  the  rules,  reserve  to  the  mem- 
ber the  ultimate  right  of  cancellation  and  disposition  of  the 
benefit,  the  beneficiary  has  no  vested  interest  in  the  certificate 
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during  the  life  of  the  member.     (Tenn.)  Sofge  vs.  Knights  of 
Honor,  39  S.  W.  Rep.,  863. 

A  provision  on  the  back  of  benefit  certificate,  that  the  benefi- 
ciary must  consent  to,  and  the  society  approve,  any  assignment 
thereof,  does  not  limit  the  power  of  the  member  to  change  bene- 
ficiary.    (Iowa)  70  N.  W.  Rep.,  764. 

The  designation  in  surrendered  benefit  certificate  still  holds 
good  when  the  beneficiary  named  in  the  new  certificate  is  not 
entitled  to  take.  (Mass.)  Smith  vs.  B.  &*  Af.  R.  R,  Relief,  46  N. 
E.  Rep.,  626. 

A  member  surrenders  benefit  certificate  in  which  his  wife  is 
beneficiary,  and  takes  one  payable  to  a  creditor,  which  by  the 
law  is  not  permitted,  his  wife  on  his  death  has  no  right  to  the 
fund  on  the  surrendered  benefit  certificate.  (Miss.)  Carson  vs, 
Vicksburg  Bank,  22  Southern  Rep.,  1. 

An  infant  taken  into  a  member's  household,  on  his  promise  to 
adopt,  rear  and  educate,  and  educated  and  reared,  but  not 
adopted,  is  a  member  of  his  family  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute  authorizing  fraternal  beneficiary  associations  to  provide 
for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  deceased  members.  McKinsiry 
vs.  A.  O,  U,  IV.,  67  Mo.  App.,  82. 

Act,  specifying  who  may  be  beneficiaries  of  members  of  ben- 
efit societies,  does  not  affect  a  designation  of  beneficiary  made 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act.  Wolpert  vs.  Knights  of  Birming- 
ham, 2  Pa.  Sup.  Ct.,  664. 

A  woman  who,  on  consideration  of  assignment  to  her  of  ben- 
efit certificate,  agrees  to  become  the  member's  mistress,  is  not 
a  dependent.    (Tex.)    West  vs.  A.  O.  U.  W.,  37  S.  W.  Rep.,  966. 

A  certificate,  payable  to  legal  heirs,  was  endorsed  by  the 
member  making  it  payable  to  his  parents.  Held,  that  the  di- 
rection to  pay  to  parents  was  an  original  designation  and  not  a 
change  of  beneficiaries.  (Neb.)  Shryock  vs.  Shryock^  70  N.  W. 
Rep.,  616. 
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By-laws  were  passed,  subsequent  to  issue  of  benefit  certifi- 
cate payable  to  the  member's  order,  requiring  its  surrender  for 
issue  of  a  new  one  payable  to  such  beneficiary  as  he  might  des- 
ignate from  specified  classes.  The  benefit  certificate  was  not 
surrendered  and  no  beneficiary  was  designated.  Held,  that 
receipt  of  premiums  on  the  unsurrendered  certificate  was  no 
waiver,  and  at  the  death  of  the  member  the  fund  reverts  to  the 
association,  the  laws  so  providing.  (Tex.)  West  vs.  A,  O,  U,  W. 
37  S.  W.  Rep.,  966. 

The  certificate  being  in  possession  of  the  lodge,  change  was 
not  indorsed  on  it,  but  member  wrote  name  of  new  beneficiary 
in  a  book  of  his  agent,  and  from  physical  inability  wrote  noth- 
ing more,  but  gave  agent  full  verbal  instructions  for  change. 
Held,  that  equity  will  treat  this  as  complete  change  of  benefi- 
ciary.    (Miss.)  Hall  vs.  Allen,  22  Southern  Rep.,  4. 

Agreement,  by  holder  of  benefit  certificate,  that  the  person 
paying  the  assessments  should  have  a  child's  part  in  the  pro- 
ceeds, held  void.  ,  112  Ala ,  684. 

A  member  makes  proper  change  and  notifies  the  association, 
but  for  want  of  a  meeting  the  directors  fail  to  consent  to  and 
record  the  change  before  the  member's  death.  Held,  that  this 
cannot  defeat  the  beneficiary's  rights.  (N.  H.)  Sanborn  vs. 
Black,  35  Atl.  Rep.  942. 

Beneficiary  cannot  repudiate  agreement,  signed  by  her  at  the 
time  of  the  benefit  certificate,  that  the  fund  shall  be  paid  to  the 
member's  executor,  though  the  laws  of  the  order  provide  that 
the  fund  shall  constitute  no  part  of  the  member's  estate,  and 
that  he  shall  have  no  control  thereof  except  to  designate  bene- 
ficiary. (Ky.)  Peek's  Executor  vs.  Peek's  Executor^  41  S.  W.  Rep., 
484. 

A  person  insured  in  a  benefit  association  can  charge  his  bene- 
ficiary with  the  payment  of  a  debt  out  of  the  insurance  moneys. 
(Mich.)    Woodruff  vs.    Tillman,  10  N.  W.  Rep.,  420. 
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Under  the  Illinois  Act  of  1893,  a  fraternal  benefit  society  may 
settle  the  order  of  precedence  among  the  classes  of  beneficia- 
ries named  in  the  act,  families,  heirs,  blood  relatives,  affianced 
husband,  affianced  wife  or  dependents,  but  cannot  exclude  any 
of  those  classes.      Wallace  vs.  Madden^  67  111.  App.,  524. 

A  member  may,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  estop  himself 
from  changing  designation  of  beneficiary,  though  such  change  is 
authorized  by  the  law.  In  re  Krause's  Estate,  28  Pittsb.  Leg. 
J.,  29. 

Member  may  change  beneficiary,  when  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  the  association,  though  the  original  beneficiary  has  paid 
assessments  or  incurred  expense  therefor.  (Tenn.)  Fischer  vs, 
Fischer,  42  S.  W.  Rep.,  448. 

Beneficiary  has  no  vested  rights  under  the  benefit  certificate, 
when  the  laws  permit  the  member  to  surrender  the  certificate 
and  have  a  new  one  issued  to  a  new  beneficiary.  (Tenn.)  Lane 
vs.  Lam,  42  S.  W.  Rep.,  1068. 

Ineffective  designation  of  new  beneficiary  does  not  revoke 
prior  designation.     Coyne  vs,  Bowe^  48  N.  Y.  Supp.,  937. 

When  the  mode  of  changing  the  beneficiary  is  specified  in 
the  certificate,  that  mode  must  be  pursued.  Delaney  vs.  Delaney, 
70  111.  App.,  130. 

The  laws  of  the  order  deny  permission  to  designate  benefi- 
ciary by  will,  and  provide  that  no  will  shall  control  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  benefit,  and  that  if  the  member  survives  his  benefi- 
ciary and  makes  no  further  disposition  of  the  benefit,  it  shall 
be  paid  to  a  certain  class  of  living,  and  if  not,  it  shall  revert  to 
the  endowment  fund.  Held,  that  within  the  class  enumerated, 
the  member  could  dispose  of  his  benefit  by  will  where  he 
survived  the  original    beneficiary   and   did   not  surrender  the 

benefit   certificate.      vs.    Catholic  Order  of  Foresters^  169 

111.,  58. 
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A  creditor  of  the  member  sought  by  garnishment  to  collect 
his  debt  out  of  the  death  benefit.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Mich- 
igan sustained  the  validity  of  the  act  which  exempts  fraternal 
benefits  from  all  legal  process  for  the  debts  of  the  member.  Buz- 
zard vs.  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees, 

The  laws  providing  that  a  benefit  certificate  might  be  surren- 
dered at  any  time,  and  if  lost  or  beyond  hi^  control,  he  might, 
in  writing,  surrender  all  claim  thereto  and  have  a  new  certifi- 
cate payable  as  he  might  designate,  a  member  pledged  the  cer- 
tificate of  $3,000  to  his  wife  for  the  loan  of  $1,500.  Held,  that 
the  wife  obtained  an  equitable  interest  therein,  and  could  not 
be  divested  thereof  by  his  subsequent  conduct  in  making  affi- 
davit that  the  certificate  was  lost  and  procuring  the  issuance  of 
a  new  certificate  payable  to  his  daughters.  Royal  Arcanum  vs. 
Tracy,  67  111.  App.  202. 

Benefit  certificate  was  payable  to  the  member's  wife.  After 
his  death,  claim  to  the  benefit  was  made  on  behalf  of  another 
woman  claiming  to  be  his  lawful  wife.  Held,  that  the  person 
named  in  the  certificate  was  entitled  to  the  fund  whether  or  not 
she  was  decedent's  lawful  wife.  Ducksbury  vs.  Shield  of  Honor^ 
4  Lackawanna  Legal  News,  172. 


SUICIDE. 

A  regulation  against  suicide,  made  by  the  Board  of  Control, 
which  is  a  subordinate  administrative  body,  but  not  enacted  or 
ratified  by  the  Supreme  Lodge  which,  under  the  charter,  has 
sole  legfislative  power,  cannot  be  sustained  as  a  by-law.  (Miss.) 
Knights  of  Pythias  vs.  Stein,  21  Southern  Rep.,  659. 

Where  the  policy  provides  that  it  shall  be  void  if  the  assured 
commit  suicide,  the  proviso  attaches  if  he,  being  in  possession 
of  ordinary  reasoning  faculties,  from  anger,  pride,  jealousy^  or 
desire  to  escape  the  ills  of  life,  takes  his  own  life,  but  does  not 
attach  if  his  reasoning  faculties  be  impaired  so  that  he  is  unable 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL    FRATERNAL   CONGRESS.  181 

to  understand  the  moraU  character,  general  nature,  consequen- 
ces and  effect  of  his  act,  or  is  impelled  by  insane  impulse  that 
he  cannot  resist.     ,  vs.  Order  Mut  Aid,  168  III.,  408. 

Policy,  though  silent  on  the  subject  of  suicide,  becomes  void 
for  suicide  when  sane,  that  is,  when  able  to  understand  the 
wrongfulness  of  the  act,  and  to  realize  its  'full  consequence  to 
himself,  his  character,  his  family  and  others  as  fully  as  would  a 
man  of  sound  mind.  Ritier  vs.  Afut.  Life  Ins,  Co,,  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court. 

A  condition  in  the  by-laws  of  a  benefit  association,  that  no 
benefit  shall  be  paid  on  the  death  of  a  member  in  event  that  he 
shall  commit  suicide  whether  sane  or  insane,  within  two  years 
after  admission  to  membership,  is  valid  and  binding  on  the 
member's  beneficiaries.  National  Union  vs,  Thomas,  10  App.  D. 
C,  277. 

Where  the  policy  is  silent  as  to  suicide,  such  act  will  not  avoid 
the  policy  a^  against  the  wife  as  beneficiary.  Morris  vs.  Life 
Assur.  Co.,  183  Pa.  Sup.  Ct.,  663. 

Insured,  who  contracted  in  his  application  and  certificate  to 
be  bound  by  all  laws  then  in  force  or  thereafter  enacted  by  the 
Supreme  Lodge,  is  bound  by  a  suicide  amendment  which  went 
into  effect  two  years  before  his  death.  Downs  vs.  Knights  of 
Pythias,  23  Southern  Rep.,  191. 

In  suit  on  a  policy  containing  '*  the  sane  or  insane  clause,"  in 
reference  to  suicide,  it  is  not  necessary,  to  relieve  the  insurer 
from  liability,  that  the  person  taking  his  own  life  was  conscious 
of  the  moral  quality  or  consequence  of  the  act,  but  only  that 
he  knew  that  the  means  employed  would  cause  death  or  endan- 
ger life.     Nelson  vs.  Equitable  Life,  73  111.  App.,  545. 

Where  it  shows  that  the  insured  died  by  his  own  hand,  the 
burden  is  on  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  he  did  not  know  the  phy- 
sical nature  and  consequence  of  his  act.     {Ibid.) 
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TRIALS,    EVIDENCE,   PROOFS,    ETC. 

A  claimant  under  a  benefit  certificate,  who,  by  permissive 
words  in  its  general  laws,  is  given  right  of  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  claim  must  be  presented,  is 
not  compdled  to  exercise  such  rights,  but  may  resort  to  the 
courts  after  adverse  decision  by  such  oflScer.  (Kan.)  Dey  vs. 
Select  Friends,  49  Pac.  Rep.,  74. 

Suspension  being  void  for  failure  to  give  the  prescribed 
notice,  member  need  not  exhaust  all  remedies  within  the  associa- 
tion before  applying  to  the  courts  for  relief.  (N  J.)  Knights  of 
Pythias  vs. ,  35  Atl.  Rep.,  1055. 

The  defendant  is  not  restricted  to  the  reasons  set  forth  in 
notice  to  beneficiary  of  refusal  to  pay,  when  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  beneficiary  was  misled  by  the  omission  to  set  forth 
other  reason.     Hubbard  vs.  Mut,  Res,  Fund,  80  Fed.  Rep.,  681. 

Plaintiff  proved  death  and  policy  which  was  void  for  suicide. 
Defendant  read  in  evidence  proofs  of  death  by  plaintiff  show- 
ing that  cause  of  death  was  pistol  shot  by  deceased's  own  hand, 
the  same  being  uncontradicted  and  unexplained.  Held,  that  the 
burden  of  proof  shifted  to  plaintiff,  and  verdict  was  properly 
directed  for  defendant.  Spruill  vs,  N,  W,  Mutual  Life,  120  N. 
C,  141. 

In  suit  on  certificate,  which  provided  that  it  should  be  invali- 
dated by  the  suicide  of  a  member,  affidavit  by  the  physician  in 
the  proofs  of  death  that  decedent  had  died  by  his  own  hand  is 
not  sufficient  proof  of  suicide  at  trial.  Knights  of  Honor  vs,  Jag- 
gers,  41  Atl.  Rep.,  783. 

Complaint  alleged  compliance  with  terms  of  contract,  which 
defendant  denied.  Held,  that  burden  of  proof  was  on  defen- 
dant to  show  loss  of  good  standing,  which,  being  established  by 
production  of  certificate,  is  presumed  to  continue.  Demings  vs. 
Knights  of  Pythias y  48  N.  Y.  Supp.,  649. 
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In  action  in  benefit  certificate,  the  burden  of  proving  loss  of 
good  standing  rests  on  the  society.  Foresters  vs.  Edelstein^  70  111. 
App.,  96. 

Where  the  truth  of  answers  made  warranties,  is  contested  by 
defendant,  the  burden  is  on  the  plaintiff  to  prove  their  truth, 
(R.  I.)  Sweeney  vs.  Metropolitan  Life,  36  Atl.  Rep.,  9. 

The  burden  of  proof  as  to  compliance  with  conditions  of  pol- 
icy, as  to  proofs  of  death  or  the  waiver  thereof,  is  on  the  insured. 
Flanagan  vs.  Phxnix  Ins.  Co.y  42  W.  Va.,  426. 

Proofs  of  death,  purporting  to  be  executed  by  the  beneficiary 
and  by  attending  physician,  and  which  in  dealings  between  the 
parties  before  suit  were  treated,  discussed  and  acted  on  by  them 
as  genuine,  may  be  introduced  in  evidence  by  the  defendant, 
without  proof  of  execution.  Wall  vs.  Good  Fellows,  179  Pa.  State, 
365. 

Proofs  of  death  furnished  by  plaintiff  are  competent  evidence 
in  behalf  of  defendant.  (Kas.)  Modern  Woodmen  vs.  Van  Wald, 
4  Pac.  Rep ,  782. 

A  member  of  a  fraternal  society,  liable  to  be  assessed  for 
deaths,  is  not  *'  interested  in  the  event,''  so  as  to  be  disqualified 
from  testifying  in  a  suit  against  the  society  for  a  death  claim. 
Bopple  vs.  Maccabees,  18  N.  Y.  App.  Div.,  488. 


SOCIETY  S   POWERS    AND   MEMBERS     RIGHTS. 

Where  the  right  to  amend  laws  is  expressly  reserved  to  a  ben- 
efit society,  a  member  cannot  complain  of  an  amendment, 
though  it  may  injuriously  affect  him.  Robinson  vs.  I,  O.  O.  F, 
Lodge  (Cal.),  49  Pa.  Rep.,  170. 

Where  property  rights  are  involved,  the  courts  will  disregard 
the  expulsion  of  a  member,  if  the  proceedings  were  not  in  sub- 
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stantial  compliance  with  the  laws  of  the  order.     Modem  Wood- 
nun  vs.  DeUrs^  65  III.  A  pp.,  368. 

A  rule,  making  the  decision  of  the  comoiittee  absolutely  final 
on  controversies,  is  void  as  attempting  to  cut  off  the  right  to  re- 
sort to  the  Courts.  Voluntary  Relief  Dep't  vs.  Sfemcer,  46  N.  E. 
Rep,  477. 

A  foreign  beneficial  association  may  make  in  Massachusetts 
with  a  resident  citizen  a  contract,  naming  a  beneficiary  who 
would  not  be  entitled  to  take  under  a  contract  by  a  Massachu- 
setts association,  because  not  related  to  the  member,  when  such 
contract  is  valid  by  the  law  of  the  association's  domicile.  (Mass.) 
Gibson  vs.  United  Friends,  47  N.  E.  Rep.,  101. 

The  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  a  beneficial  association, 
whether  referred  to  or  not,  form  a  part  of  the  contract  made  by 
a  member  at  joining.  (Cal.)  If  ass  vs.  Mutual  Relief,  49  Pac. 
Rep.,  1066. 

Members  have  no  vested  rights  upon  their  contracts  which 
operate  to  prevent  the  supreme  body  from  changing  rates  of 
assessments,  and  to  make  assessments  for  a  reserve  fund.  The 
Court  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  rates  are  too  large  or 
determine  what  is  reasonable,  that  being  left,  by  law  and  the 
contract,  to  be  determined  by  the  supreme  body.  Fullenwider 
vs.  Royal  League,  73  111.  App.,  321. 

No  member  is  entitled  to  siie  the  Supreme  (or  any)  Court  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  until  he  has  exhausted 
within  the  order  all  the  remedies  by  appeals  and  otherwise 
provided  by  its  laws.  Godin  vs.  Foresters^  Superior  Court  of 
Quebec. 

A  member,  accepting  membership  on  condition  that  he  com- 
ply with  all  laws  which  are  or  may  hereafter  be  enacted  by  the 
order,  is  bound  by  a  law  subsequently  adopted,  prohibiting 
members  from  engaging  in  the  saloon  business.   £x  rel.y  Sckrewtf 
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VS.  A,  O.  U,  W.,  70  Mo.  App.,  456.     To  same  effect,  Loejfler  vs. 
Modern  Woodmen,  70  N.  W.  Rep.,  1012. 

Under  Ohio  law,  assicssment  insurance  means  only  insurance 
where  assessments  are  levied  after  the  deaths  for  which  the  levy 
is  made,  and  all  assessment  companies  which  are  not  limited  to 
post-mortem  assessments  cannot  do  business  as  assessment 
companies  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Ohio  ex  rel.  vs.  Ins,  Co.^  58  Ohio  State,  1-30.  (Under  this 
decision,  the  sole  protection  for  the  fraternals  in  Ohio  is  the 
definition  of  lodge  system  and  ritualistic  form  of  work  in  the 
fraternal  law  enacted  in  1896.  The  fraternals  must  see  to  it, 
that  the  determined  efforts  for  the  repeal  of  this  law  shall  be 
defeated  in  the  future  as  they  have  been  heretofore.) 

By  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals  of  Virginia. — Benefit  Soci- 
eties are  not  organized  for  the  purpose  of  making  money, 
but  for  fraternal  and  benevolent  objects.  Their  schemes  of 
benevolence,  by  which  they  aim  to  provide  benefits  for  their 
members  in  time  of  sickness  and  indemnity  to  their  families  up- 
on their  death  cannot  be  maintained,  unless  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations prescribed  by  their  constitutions  and  laws  for  the  attain- 
ment of  their  objects  are  substantially  upheld.  This  it  should 
be  the  policy  of  the  law  and  the  aim  of  the  courts  to  do.  Other- 
wise their  schemes  for  furnishing  to  the  working  classes  and 
men  of  moderate  incomes  a  cheap,  and  simple  substitute  for  life 
insurance  cannot  be  accomplished.  Knights  of  Honor  vs,  Oeters, 
95  Va.,  610. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  societies  represented  in 
this  Congress  be  requested  to  furnish  promptly  to  the  chairman 
of  your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  copy  of  case  on  appeal, 
and  of  briefs  on  both  sides,  and  of  the  decision  in  every  case 
wherein  appeal  is  taken  ;  that  all  members  of  the  Congress  be 
urged  to  promptly  advise  some  member  of  this  committee  of 
every  judicial  decision  coming  to  their  knowledge,  affecting  fra- 
ternal societies,  or  bearing  on  system  of  fraternal  protection,  or 
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relating  to  insurance,  and  that  the  fraternal  press  be  requested 
to  publish  digests  of  decisions  that  may  be  furnished  by  this 
committee. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  R.  Spooner,  Chairman, 
S.  A.  Will, 
J.  G.  Johnson, 
J.  W.  White, 
W.  T.  Walker, 

W.  S.  ROBSON, 

J.  D.  Clark, 

Committee, 
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MEDICAL  SECTION. 


Proceedings  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Medical  Examiners- 

in-Chief^  Held  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  November 

15th  and   16th,  1898. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  16. 

The  Medical  Section  was  called  to  order  at  2  o'clock  p.  m., 
November  16th,  by  C.  A.  McCollum,  M.  D.,  Chairman  of  the 
Section,  and  continued  to  hold  its  meetings  during  the  succeed- 
ing two  days. 

The  following  Medical  Directors,  as  representatives  of  their 
various  societies,  answered  to  their  names  at  roll  call : 

American  Benefit  Society Daniel  T.  Buzzell.  M.  D. 

Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids C.  S.  McClintock,  M.  D. 

Ancient  Order  United  Workmen D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D. 

Catholic  Benevolent  Legion G.  R.  Kuhn,  M.  D. 

Fraternal  Legion J.  W.  P.  Bates,  M.  D. 

Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D. 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters Thos.  Millman   M.  D. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security H.  A.  Warner,  M.  D . 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees M.  H.  Danforth,  M  D. 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D. 

Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard Orson  Millard,  M.  D. 

Ladies'  Catholic  Benevolent  Association Frank  Connolly,  M.  D. 

Modem  Woodmen  of  America C.  A.  McCollum,  M.  D. 
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National  Reserve  Atsociation J.  T.  Craig,  M.  D . 

National  Union M.  R.  Brown,  M.  D. 

Royal  Arcanum Sanford  Hanscom,  M.  D. 

Royal  Neighbors  of  America . .  Susan  G.  Snyder,  M.  D. 

Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows W.  G.  Weaver,  M    D. 

Royal  Templars  of  Temperance J.  W.  Grosvenor,  M.  D. 

Shield  of  Honor F.  J.  Martenet,  M.  D. 

Supreme  Court  of  Honor J.  E.  White,  M.  D. 

Supreme  Court  of  Honor J.  F.  Myers,  M.  D. 

Supreme  Tribe  Ben-Hur J.  F.  Davidson,  M.  D. 

United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross J.  D.  Young.  M.  D. 

The  Section  then  proceeded  to  the  business  before  it  in  con- 
tormity  with  the  program  below :  [See  general  program  in 
Journal  of  Proceedings.] 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN. 

C.  A.  McCpllum,  M.  D.,  Chairman  of  the  Medical  Section, 
presented  the  following 

ANNUAL     ADDRESS  : 

Gentlemen — Again  it  is  my  duty  to  call  this  section  of  the 
Congress  to  order  to  transact  such  business  as  shall  come  before 
it. 

A  resum6  of  the  events  of  the  past  year,  seen  from  our  point 
of  view,  would  disclose  many  problems  of  life  selection  still  un- 
decided, the  exact  equation  of  family  history  still  remaining 
unsolved,  although  we  can  see  more  light. 

The  question  of  life  expectancy  to  the  individual  is  receiving 
more  and  more  thought,  as  our  whole  fabric  is  based  upon  the 
full  expectancy  of  the  life  selected.  This  application  should 
apply  more  to  the  particular  case  than  to  the  class. 

Rules  of  practice,  as  applied  to  classes,  often  cause  a  selec- 
tion  against  the   particular  Order,  in  the  loss  of  a  good  risk ; 
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whereas,  an  exception  of  the  rule  would  in  particular  cases  gain 
a  good  member. 

How  far  this  can  be  applied  is  a  question  of  discretion,  to 
which  no  formula  can  be  given.  The  individual  element  of  re- 
sistance against  acquired  conditions  gives  us  an  index  of  his 
expectancy  when  taken  with  the  particular  family  age. 

Family  age  is  to  me  a  never  ceasing  cause  of  anxiety,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  my  selections  have  been  as  rigid  in  these  cases 
as  with  the  family  history,  and  quite  possibly  against  the  indi- 
vidual. 

My  attention  has  often  been  called  to  this  by  the  early  death 
of  the  parents  and  some  of  the  brothers  and  sisters,  the  cause 
still  being  under  the  family  age,  the  grandparents'  age  at  death 
unknown,  "  but  they  died  old,"  mark  the  statement,  "around 
sixty." 

The  family  all  show  a  premature  senility,  with  numerous 
deaths  of  small  children,  and  while  there  is  no  history  of  tuber- 
culosis, there  is  a  marked  showing  of  some  predisposition  to- 
wards a  loss  of  vital  resistance,  quite  a  proportion  of  the  deaths 
being  given  as  some  children's  disease. 

These  risks  usually  give  one  the  idea  of  being  under  the  aver- 
age for  their  age,  and  while  there  is  nothing  definite,  the  pen 
picture  is  unsatisfactory.  **  What  to  do,  and  yet  be  fair  both  to 
one's  Order  and  to  the  applicant,"  is  often  a  difficult  problem. 
Additional  questions  will  bring  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  case, 
and  generally  against  the  applicant. 

With  our  Orders,  this  class  compels  us  to  arrive  at  but  one 
conclusion — rejection. 

If  they  could  be  classified  and  rated  accordingly,  they  would 
doubtless  prove  profitable  risks.  I  can  see  no  way  for  us  but  to 
trim  closely,  and  then  the  question  of  possible  explanation  as  to 
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why  this  is^  is  more  difficult  still.  Vain  attempts  to  explain  usu- 
ally result  in  dismal  failure  as  far  as  the  interested  applicant  and 
friends  are  concerned,  and  often  I  am  constrained  to  say  that 
the  local  examiner  himself  utterly  fails  to  grasp  the  point 
in  view. 

This  point  of  view  is  more  readily  explained  by  ourselves, 
and  so  understood,  but  the  average  physician  only  views  his 
case  from  a  clinical  point  without  reference  to  the  future. 

I  have  found  this  out  from  personal  interviews  with  many 
physicians  who  have  called  to  use  their  personal  or  political  in- 
fluence to  obtain  the  reconsideration  of  some  rejection,  upon 
the  acceptance  of  which  depends  the  entire  stability  and  life  of 
the  local  organization,  and  my  action  in  rejecting,  despite  the 
examiner's  pronounced  opinion  that  he  is  a  first-class  risk,  will 
cause  the  failure  of  the  entire  fabric. 

A  few  minutes'  conversation  usually  places  the  examiner  in 
the  right  position,  and  he  fully  arrives  at  our  point  of  view,  "will 
he  reach  his  full  expectancy  ?" 

Referring  again  to. the  family  age,  I  presume  that  you  all 
have  remarked  what  an  important  factor  accidental  death  plays 
in  some  families.  This  is  doubtless  due  to  occupation  and  its 
environments,  and  should  the  applicant  follow  the  same  avoca- 
tion^ his  personal  habits  as  to  care-taking  should  be  obtained. 

The  question  of  heredity  could  come  up  here  in  connection 
with  the  adage,  "  Familiarity  breeds  contempt." 

Every-day  contact  with  the  dangers  of  any  particular  avoca- 
tion produces  contempt  and  carelessness,  more  so  from  father 
to  son,  as  the  son  expects  the  hazard  of  the  family  occupation, 
and  his  caution  is  distracted. 

The  tenacity  of  life  in  families  is  often  illustrated  in  the  per- 
sonal  history  of   the  applicant,  disclosing  the  recovery   from 
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severe  injuries,  or  acute  disease  and  the  applicant's  individual 
resistance  is  fully  disclosed.  The  question  of  resulting  diseases 
remains. 

One  of  the  conditions  which  we  have  to  face  as  the  result  of 
the  prevalent  position  taken  by  the  local  examiner  that  he  de- 
cides the  writing  of  the  benefit  certificate  by  his  recommenda- 
tion is,  shall  the  usual  question,  '*  do  you  recommend  the  risk  ?" 
be  retained  on  the  form  now  used.  The  usual  method  of  dis- 
posing of  the  examination  blank  makes  the  local  examiner's 
report  public.  This  being  the  case,  a  reverse  report  causes  a 
local  eruption,  which  always,  in  any  case,  reflects  upon  the 
physician  who  made  the  report. 

As  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  survive  without  the  examiner,  we 
are  in  duty  bound  to  amply  protect  him  in  all  particulars,  and 
to  demand  of  him  a  carefully  filled  blank,  and  the  questions  in 
this  examination  should  be  so  worded  that  he  who  runs  could 
read,  and  the  opinion  of  the  examiner  not  asked. 

The  questions  can  be  so  placed  that  this  will  be  given,  but  in 
another  way.  Also,  by  this  method,  the  undesirable  risk  would 
be  completed,  we  would  have  a  record  of  the  same,  and  the 
local  examiner  would  receive  compensation  for  his  labor,  which 
he  now  throws  away  by  giving  his  opinion  that  the  risk  would 
not  be  written. 

This  applicant  will  try  again  with  some  one  else  who  may  be 
careless  and  the  facts  be  thus  lost,  and  another  case  selected 
against  the  order  or  society  writing  the  application. 

Examiners  will  express  themselves  to  the  applicant  when  some 
rule  exists  which  would  reject  and  try  to  explain  this  away. 
The  rejection  notice  thus  causes  a  loss  of  confidence  and  often 
of  friendship  between  the  examiner  and  the  declined  applicant. 

C.  A.  McCoLLOM,  M.  D. 
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Dr.  McCollx)m,  Chairman  :  In  making  out  this  programme 
you  will  notice  that  it  opens  with  an  address  by  the  chairman. 
I  know  that  it  is  customary  not  to  discuss  an  address  of  this 
kind,  but  there  may  be  things  in  this  address  that  you  would 
wish  to  criticise,  and  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  thab  any  member 
may  have  the  floor  for  that  purpose. 


DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Craig  :  I  have  been  especially  impressed  with  this 
paper  just  read,  the  address  of  the  chairman,  because  recently  I 
have  passed  through  an  experience  that  it  reminds  me  of — the 
rejection  of  the  applicant  by  the  local  medical  examiner  and  the 
result  to  the  exaaiiner  in  the  community  and  perhaps  with  his 
patrons  that  this  entails.  I  believe  that  it  were  better  if  every 
examiner's  report  should  be  sent  in  on  a  separate  sheet  from  the 
regular  application  blank,  and  that  no  one  should  see  this  sheet 
except  the  medical  examiner  himself  and  the  medical  director 
of  the  Order.  There  are  many  cases  in  my  experience  where  it 
has  worked  a  hardship  for  the  local  medical  examiner  and  has 
been  a  means  of  creating  dissatisfaction,  if  not  disruption,  in  the 
membership  of  the  lodge  where  he  worked,  and  I  think  this  could 
have  been  avoided  by  placing  the  blame  altogether  with  the 
medical  director.  It  is  an  old  axiom  that  the  best  plan  is  to  pull 
the  most  feathers  with  the  least  noise  from  the  goose,  and,  by 
the  medical  examiner  having  the  opportunity  of  sending  in  his 
report  without  the  inspection  of  the  agent,  applicant,  or  lodge, 
he  avoids  all  this  trouble,  and  the  same  result  is  reached  in  a 
pleasant  manner,  the  applicant  is  turned  down,  and  the  fault  lies 
upon  the  supreme  medical  officer,  thus  avoiding  any  trouble  in 
the  local  lodge. 

The  life  expectancy  of  an  applicant  and  the  family  age,  as 
referred  to  by  the  chairman,  are  interesting  subjects,  and  subjects 
that  are  perhaps  perplexing  if  not  misleading  in  life  insurance. 
We  have  a  table  of  life  expectancies  of  every  age,  and  yet  does 
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that  always  apply?  Is  it  not  more  properly  the  expectancy  of  a 
certificate?  If  we  investigate  the  matter  we  shall  find  that  the 
life  expectancy  of  a  certificate  is  less  than  five  years.  A  man 
may  die  before  the  expiration  of  his  life  expectancy;  according 
to  the  table,  he  may  drop  out  of  the  Order,  or  be  suspended,  and 
that  terminates  his  certificate,  and  that  we  should  call  the  ex- 
pectancy of  the  certificate.  This  should  always  be  considered 
in  connection  with  the  life  expectancy.  Unless  perhaps  we  have 
an  Order  where  the  entire  amount  of  assessments  is  collected  for 
the  full  life  expectancy  of  the  applicant  in  case  he  should  die  a 
short  time  after  obtaining  his  certificate,  for  instance  one  assess- 
ment a  month  for  the  balance  of  his  life  expectancy  equalizes 
the  matter,  and  is  a  more  equitable  way  of  doing  the  business 
than  of  collecting  just  what  may  come  from  him  as  monthly  or 
yearly  assessments  for  the  time  he  should  live.  In  that  case  I 
say  the  life  expectancy  would  apply  entirely,  because  you  would 
collect  from  him  for  the  full  time.  On  the  other  hand,  those 
who  are  in  the  Order  and  become  unsafe  risks,  or  who  obtain 
admission  at  a  time  when  they  are  unsafe,  are  more  apt  to 
remain  members  until  death,  because  they  realize  the  necessity 
for  carrying  the  risk  more  than  do  those  who  are  healthy. 

It  is  a  question  then  whether  we  should  always  consider  the 
life  expectancy  of  the  member  or  consider  it  in  connection  with 
the  expectancy  of  the  certificate  or  policy.  I  believe  the  medi- 
cal department  of  all  life  insurance,  whether  fraternal  or  old 
line,  is  improving  more  rapidly  than  other  sections  of  insurance 
companies.  It  has  been  so  short  a  time  since  we  had  really  any 
substantial  examination  at  all  that  the  advancement  we  have 
made  is  remarkable,  though  it  is  yet  very  incomplete,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  still  more  realize  the  importance  of  our  examinations 
and  that  all  these  questions  shall  be  discussed.  I  am  glad  that  the 
chairman  gave  us  the  opportunity  of  discussing  his  paper  and 
hope  every  one  will  express  an  opinion,  because  I  am  anxious  to 
learn  the  merits  and  demerits  of  this  matter. 
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Dr.  J.  W.  P.  Bates  :  I  did  not  know  there  were  any  Orders 
in  existence  that  had  the  application  come  through  the  hands  of 
the  agent  after  the  examiner  had  passed  upon  the  applicant.  I 
know  that  in  life  insurance  companies  the  application  goes  to  the 
agents,  but  I  thought  in  our  Orders  it  was  mailed  to  the  medical 
director  and  became  a  confidential  matter,  for  which  he  assumed 
the  responsibility.  In  my  own  Order  that  is  the  case.  I  hare 
an  understanding  that  no  matter  how  thoroughly  a  physician 
recommends  his  applicant,  if  he  marks  the  certificate  a  certain 
rate,  the  applicant  is  rejected.  That  relieves  the  physician  of 
the  odium  in  the  district  in  which  he  has  to  make  his  living. 

Dr.  McClintock  :  The  physicians  here  from  the  East  per- 
haps cannot  realize  as  well  as  those  of  us  who  come  from  the 
West  what  it  means  in  the  way  of  educating  medical  examiners, 
and  at  the  same  time  does  not  realize  to  what  an  extent  the 
deputies  cut  a  figure  in  the  result,  since  these  deputies  select  the 
material  with  which  we  built  new  camps.  They  may  gather 
up  these  undesirable  or  tuberculous  applicants  and  send  their 
examination  in  to  the  head  lodge,  without  the  local  examiner 
being  able  to  protect  himself  or  the  Order  without  suffering  at 
the  hands  of  the  deputy  and  the  rejected  applicant.  You  have 
to  create  a  confidence  that  the  examiner's  report  is  to  be  treated 
confidentially.  The  idea  occurs  to  me  that  we  might  have  an 
examining  blank  with  a  perforated  attachment,  to  be  separated 
and  sent  in  by  the  examiner  after  the  applicant  had  left  him, 
unless  he  sends  his  report  direct  to  the  medical  overseer.  I 
know  I  have  protected  a  great  many  of  my  examiners  by  allow- 
ing them  to  send  in  private  letters.  They  must  be  protected, 
and  the  smaller  the  town  in  which  they  are  working  the  harder 
it  is  for  them  to  reject  an  applicant  that  comes  Uefore  them. 

The  doctor's  paper  spoke  of  another  thing,  that  is,  the  amount 
of  vital  resistance  that  is  shown  in  each  individual's  face,  and 
which  only  the  medical  examiner  and  he  alone  can  see.  In  other 
words,  any  examiner,  after  a  few  years'  experience,  will  intui- 
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lively  form  an  opinion  whether  the  person  examined  is  or  not  a 
safe  risk.  This  is,  of  course,  to  be  subject  to  the  family  history, 
but  you  will  scarcely  ever  get  away  from  your  first  intuition  as 
the  man  appears  before  you.  The  vital  resistance  that  is  in  a 
person,  or  in  a  family,  is  something  that  we  do  not  sufficiently 
take  into  account.  There  are  people  who  look  the  very  picture 
of  health,  and  who  yet  melt  away  like  a  flower  cut  and  exposed 
to  the  morning  sun.  There  are  some  families  that  never  do 
reach  expectancy. 

Above  everything  else,  however,  we  shall  have  to  protect  the 
local  examiner,  and  also  educate  him  how  to  examine,  for  there 
are  some  doctors  that,  although  their  intentions  may  be  the  very 
best  in  the  world,  their  judgment  is  so  warped  that  they  do  not 
see  to  the  full  length  or  period  of  time,  and  are  incapable  of 
making  examinations. 

Dr.  Thomas  Millman  :  In  our  Order  we  have  a  distinct  medi- 
cal examination  paper  for  the  medical  examiner,  which,  after 
filling  out,  he  sends  to  the  head  office,  and  no  one  else  ever  sees 
it.  This  report  is  filed  away  in  my  own  office,  and  is  perfectly 
confidential,  so  that  no  one  can  criticise  the  local  examiner  ex- 
cept myself.  Every  medical  referee  should  have  the  medical 
examinations  at  his  hand,  so  that  he  can  refer  to  them  when  the 
man  applies  for  increased  insurance  or  reinstatement,  or  when  a 
death  claim  is  presented.  The  cause  of  death  should  be  studied 
and  see  if  there  are  any  weak  points  in  the  examination  paper. 
After  a  number  of  years*  experience  you  will  be  surprised  to 
find  how  much  you  have  learned  by  studying  a  comparison 
of  the  death  claims  with  the  original  papers  of  the  medical 
examiner. 

Dr.  C.  H.  Burr  ;  The  matter  of  protecting  the  local  exam- 
iner is  of  very  great  importance,  and  one  way  to  do  it  is  to  have 
the  medical  papers  go  direct  from  him  to  the  medical  director, 
and  not  go  through  the  hands  of  the  lodge  secretary,  or  deputy 
at  all.     In   the  Orders  I  have  worked  for,  this  has  always  been 
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the  method^  and  it  is  news  to  me  that  any  other  practice  pre- 
vails. 

Another,  and  it  seems  to  me  a  practical  way  to  protect  the 
local  examiner  from  the  hard  feeling  that  sometimes  follows  re- 
jection is,  in  the  case  of  new  lodges,  to  have  nobody  rejected 
where  it  can  possibly  be  avoided,  by  use  of  extreme  care  in 
making  up  the  charter  list,  consulting  with  the  doctor  as  to  each 
name  proposed,  and  h^  generally  knows  who  is  all  right,  and 
eliminating  all  doubtful  risks. 

This  not  only  saves  the  doctor  from  the  odium  of  a  rejection, 
but  also  the  lodge  from  the  ill-will  of  the  applicant.  A  smart 
deputy  will  have  no  difficulty  in  quietly  disposing  of  many  a 
poor  risk  in  this  way^  and  so  save  much  trouble  all  around. 

Lastly,  where  a  risk  is  declined,  the  blame  must  be  placed 
squarely  on  the  shoulders  of  the  medical  director,  and  he  should 
have  good,  broad  shoulders  to  carry  all  that  load. 

I  was  much  interested  in  the  remarks  of  the  chairman  in  re- 
gard to  a  certain  class  of  applicants  where  a  poor  family  history 
is  shown  in  the  early  deaths  of  the  parents  and  brothers  and 
sisters,  showing  poor  vitality,  and  I  would  like  to  have  the 
chairman  give  us  any  working  formula  or  table  he  may  have 
constructed  to  cover  this  class. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Moss:  In  listening  to  Dr.  Craig  it  struck  me  as  some- 
thing new,  the  idea  of  our  taking  into  consideration  the  life  of 
a  certificate.  I  have  sometimes  taken  it  slightly  into  considera- 
tion perhaps,  yet  I  hardly  think  the  medical  examiner-in-chief 
has  that  to  deal  with.  I  think  it  is  his  duty  to  take  the  expect- 
ancy of  the  applicant,  not  of  how  long  he  is  going  to  belong  to 
the  society,  but  concerning  the  age  at  which  he  will  be  expect- 
ed to  die. 

With  reference  to  the  applications  passing  through  the  hands 
of  the  local  deputy,  I  believe  the  first  aim  of  every  society 
should  be  to  protect  its  local  examiners  in  every  way  possible. 
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I  have  had  a  little  difficulty  sometimes  in  applications  being  for- 
warded and  accompanied  by  an  unfavorable  report  upon  a  sep- 
arate piece  of  paper.  I  do  not  believe  in  that  kind  of  work. 
The  papers  may  get  separated  and  the  applicant  be  accepted, 
when,  if  we  had  the  proper  report  from  the  doctor,  the  man 
would  have  been  rejected.  The  only  way  we  can  deal  with  this 
matter  is  to  treat  the  application  as  a  confidential  matter  be- 
tween the  local  doctor  and  the  supreme  examiner.  It  is  easily 
done  by  allowing  the  doctor  to  forward  the  application  without 
its  going  through  anybody's  hands  but  his  own.  That  is  my 
mode  of  procedure,  and  I  have  instructed  the  medical  examin- 
ers to  forward  every  application,  and  at  the  same  time  to  tell 
the  applicant  that  he  doesn't  know  whether  he  will  be  accepted 
or  not,  that  he  is  not  the  judge,  and  that  his  duty  is  to  forward 
the  application  for  action  by  the  supreme  examiner.  If  every 
doctor  will  do  that,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  for  him,  such  as 
arises  if  he  tells  everybody  this  man  will  be  accepted,  and  that 
one  I  am  going  to  reject. 

The  family  age  is  one  thing  I  believe  we  can  take  into  consid- 
eration with  just  as  much  advantage  as  we  can  a  family  history. 
We  see  many  cases  in  looking  over  death  claims  of  parties  that 
have  died  under  expectancy  that  were,  when  examined,  appar- 
ently good  risks.  If  you  study  many  of  these  cases  you  will 
find  the  family  age  young;  as  Dr.  McCollom  said  in  his  most  ex- 
cellent paper,  there  is  a  record  of  many  children  dying  of  some 
children's  disease,  and  perhaps  a  father  or  mother  died  early  of 
some  acute  disease.  I  believe  there  is  the  same  history  for  this 
applicant  as  exists  in  the  family,  and  the  resistance  should  be 
considered  as  less  than  if  all  were  alive  and  in  good  health.  I 
asked  for  the  privilege  of  looking  over  all  death  claims  when  I 
first  began  this  work,  in  order  to  see  the  mistakes  which  I  made 
and  which  the  local  doctor  made.  It  is  the  best  text  book  any 
examiner  can  get  hold  of. 

Dr.  O.  Millard  :  There  is  one  thing  Dr.  Craig  and  some  of 
the  other  gentlemen  alluded  to  that  I  do  not  see  how  we  can 
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avoid,  that  is,  making  these  applications  public  property.  They 
become  a  part  of  the  record,  and  if  the  applicant  has  made  any 
misstatement  and  it  is  discovered  before  he  dies,  he  is  asked  to 
get  out  of  the  organization,  and  if  not  discovered  until  after 
death)  his  beneficiary  is  told  that  he  has  no  claim.  The  first 
thing  that  applicant  or  his  beneficiary  does  is  to  visit  an  attor- 
ney. After  the  examination  papers  have  passed  through  my 
hands  they  go  to  the  attorney  of  our  Order  and  the  society  acts 
upon  his  judgment,  that  is,  they  pay  or  refuse  to  pay,  as  he  says. 
Now,  there  was  a  time  when  I  refused  to  allow  applications  to 
go  through  the  hands  of  the  local  examiner  and  as  much  as  pos- 
sible through  the  hands  of  the  deputy.  In  Detroit  I  had  a 
record  keeper  and  a  pay  master  that  were  both  attorneys,  and 
they  both  differed  with  me  and  claimed  that  these  thing^s  were 
the  property  of  the  society,  and  that  members  of  the  society 
should  have  access  to  those  papers  at  some  stage  of  the  game. 
It  is  certainly  a  part  of  the  contract,  and  when  a  man  comes 
for  medical  examination,  he  practically  waives  his  right  to 
secrecy. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Myers:  The  scope  of  the  discussion  seems  to  be 
wide  enough  to  take  in  one  point  not  yet  touched  upon,  that  is, 
the  false  notion  prevailing  among  local  examiners  that  fraternal 
examinations  are  not  exacting.  They  set  up  one  standard  for 
old  line  insurance  companies  and  another  for  fraternities.  It  is 
not  uncommon  for  an  application  to  come  to  me  with  the  state- 
ment that  ^'notwithstanding  this  is  not  a  first-class  risk,  I  think 
the  old  line  companies  would  take  him,  and  he  is  good  enough 
for  us."  In  taking  up  a  case,  too,  for  reconsideration,  the  doctor 
usually  says  *'the  old  line  company  would  take  this  applicant," 
and  that  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  we  should  not  be  so  exact- 
ing. In  all  my  work  I  have  tried  to  make  them  understand  that 
we  are  as  exacting  as  any  company. 

Dr.  McCollom  :  Gentlemen,  I  thank  you  for  the  discussion. 
I  think  we  have  brought  out  a  few  facts  here  that  have  been 
threshed  over  until  the  chaff  is  out  and  we  have  gained  some 
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kernels.     One  remark  was  made  in  reference  to  formulating  a 
family  age. 

Dr.  Burr:  I  thought  perhaps  you  could  make  a  little  table 
for  use  as  a  guide. 

Dr.  McCollom  :  According  to  the  table  of  expectancies  a 
man  of  33  should  live  for  thirty-three  years.  Now,  if  you  take 
the  family  deaths,  add  the  ages  together  and  divide  that  by  the 
number  of  deaths,  you  will  find  that  in  each  case  in  which  the 
result  is  under  66,  you  want  to  watch  out  for  your  applicant. 
You  will  find  this,  that  the  family  age  is  less  than  the  norma4 
expectancy,  and  if  you  examine  the  family  history  closely  and 
then  examine  the  applicant,  he  is  usually  under  weight,  and 
there  is  a  lack  of  resistance  which  will  prevent  his  surviving 
his  expectancy.  If  you  reject  that  man  they  may  per- 
haps come  back  with  this  proposition,  that  he  is  already  carry- 
ing an  endowment  policy  in  some  company,  and  they  do  not 
understand  why  he  has  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  insurance 
with  us.  The  explanation  is  plain.  By  the  old  company  he  is 
classified  and  pays  for  his  hazard.  We  cannot  do  fhat,  for  we 
have  a  simple  rate,  based  upon  an  A  1  life,  presumed  to  run  to 
full  expectancy.  The  old  company  can  afford  to  carry  the  risk 
and  we  can  not. 

Dr.  Sanford  Hanscom  :  I  want  to  say  a  word  about  the  ex- 
aminations practiced  by  old  line  companies  and  Fraternal  Orders. 
I  cannot  see  how  there  can  be  any  difference  between  the  stand- 
ards. Certainly  there  can  be  no  difference  in  the  work  of  the 
local  examiner,  for  I  presume  nine  examiners  out  of  ten  who 
perform  work  for  Fraternal  Orders  do  the  same  work  for  the  old 
line  companies,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  they  would  not  work 
for  the  one  as  faithfully  as  for  the  other.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  are  some  reasons  why  they  should  be  more  particular  for 
the  Fraternal  Orders,  for  in  working  for  such  an  Order  there  is 
no  influence  of  an  agent  brought  to  bear  upon  the  examiner. 
The   examiners   usually   get   a   larger  fee  for  the  old  line  com- 
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panies  than  for  the  fraternities,  but  in  the  latter  case  there  is  do 
agent  to  bring  them  work,  with  whom  they  naturally  like  to 
keep  in  touch  and  sympathy.  In  the  Fraternal  Orders  too,  the 
applicants  are  known  by  the  lodges,  and  should  be  by  the  in- 
vestigating committees,  and  if  there  is  anything  wrong  about 
their  past  histories,  some  one  in  that  neighborhood  should  know 
of  it,  and  the  doctor  doesn't  care  to  take  the  chances  of  having 
an  error  come  to  light,  as  it  would  sooner  or  later.  Because  an 
old  line  company  may  take  a  risk  declined  by  a  Fraternal  Order, 
or  because  the  latter  should  decline  a  man  who  was  carrying  a 
policy  in  an  old  line  company  is  of  no  importance.  Ours  are 
life  risks,  while  many  of  the  risks  of  the  other  companies  arc 
endowments  or  limited  term  policies.  Then  again,  because  an 
old  line  company  rejected  a  man  last  year  or  the  year  before, 
and  we  accept  him  at  the  present  tirte,  is  not  proof  that  our 
standard  is  not  as  high.  The  conditions  may  have  changed ; 
there  may  have  been  a  trace  of  albumen  which  was  functional ; 
his  family  history  may  have  changed,  perhaps  he  knows  the 
cause  of  the  death  of  some  member  of  his  family  that  he  did 
not  know  then,  and  an  unknown  cause  of  death  always  counts 
against  the  applicant. 


THE  RELATION  OF  CANCER  TO  FRATERNAL  BENEFIT  RISKS. 

BY  J.  W.  GROSVENOR,  M.  D.,   SUPREME  MEDICAL  EXAMINER,    ROYAL  TEMPLARS  OF 

TEMPERANCE. 

The  thorough  and  conscientious  medical  examiner,  when  about  to  make  an 
examination  of  an  applicant  for  beneficiary  membership,  mentally  asks,  **  What 
is  there  in  this  person,  his  own  history,  his  family  history,  his  present  condition 
and  environment  which  will  enable  me  to  determine  his  future  mental  and  phys- 
ical career  and  especially  his  longevity  ?"  He  knows  that  it  is  almost  or  quite 
impossible  to  base  a  correct  decision  upon  the  probable  occurrence  of  acute  dis- 
ease in  the  future.  A  person  may  have  an  excellent  family  history,  his  physi- 
cal and  mental  condition  may  be  sound,  his  occupation  and  environment  may 
be  free  from  deleterious  influences,  and  yet,  in  the  near  future,  he  may  be  at- 
tacked with  typhoid  fever,  pneumonia,  dysentery  or  some  other  acute  disease 
which  will  cause  death  within  a  brief  period.  In  such  a  case  no  medical  exam- 
iner has  a  prophetic  eye  sufficiently  acute  to  see  that  vigorous  life  will  terminate 
so  soon  in  death. 
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A  physical  ofganism,  sensitive  to  extraordinary  conditions,  is  quite  liable  to  con- 
tract acute  disease,  but  how  frequently  we  observe  persons  constitutionally  weak 
who  live  on  and  on,  far  beyond  ordinary  expectation,  and,  in  the  race  for  lon- 
gevity, far  outstrip  many  of  their  stronger  comrades  !— 4n  a  large  measure  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  former,  more  assiduously  than  the  latter,  protect  themselves 
against  the  wear  and  tear  of  life  and  the  enervating  influences  of  injurious 
habits. 

The  medical  examiner  in  his  examinations  cannot  protect  his  Order  to  any 
large  extent  against  the  damaging  efifects  of  acute  disease.  The  domain  of  his 
work  lies  principally  outside  of  this  class  of  human  ailments. 

The  medical  examiner's  attention  and  study  should  be  mainly  confined  to 
chronic  diseases  and  accidents,  the  conditions  and  circumstances  which  promote 
their  origin  and  development.  Of  course  it  is  not  denied  that  some  physical  or. 
ganisms  more  readily  take  on  acute  diseases  than  others,  and  such  organisms 
should  receive  proper  consideration. 

Cancer  is  a  chronic  disease  which  is  a  prominent  representative  in  the  mortal- 
ity of  all  fraternal  beneficiary  organizations.  Although  in  the  past  it  has  been 
studied  as  thoroughly  as  our  knowledge  would  permit  and  the  results  of 
investigation  have  been  presented  in  this  Medical  Section,  its  importance  may 
warrant  its  presentation  again. 

The  people  of  the  State  of  New  York  have  become  so  fully  awake  to  the 
influence  of  cancer  as  a  life-destroyer  that  its  last  legislature  appropriated 
$10,000  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  cancer  laboratory  in  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
with  the  object  of  in^restigating  the  cause  of  the  disease  and  of  searching  for  the 
best  method  of  either  eradicating  it  or  reducing  its  ravages  to  a  minimum. 
Hardly  a  tissue  of  the  human  body,  perhaps  none,  has  escaped  the  destructive 
work  of  cancer.  Its  influence  as  a  casual  factor  of  mortality  may  be  appreci- 
ated by  the  presentation  of  statistics. 

In  1890  the  death-rate  from  cancer  per  100,000  of  population vwas  in  England 
and  Wales  67.5;  in  Scotland,  60.6;  in  Ireland,  45.7  ;  in  Austria,  52.8  ;  in 
Prussia,  48.1  (system  of  surgery,  Dennis).  Dr.  W.  Roger  Williams  estimates 
that  at  the  present  time  40,000  persons  in  England  are  suffering  from  cancer. 

The  11th  census  report  of  the  United  States  shows  that  for  the  year  ending 
May  81,  1890,  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  was  18,586.  This  was  the 
number  reported  in  both  the  registration  and  non-registration  area,  probably 
far  below  the  actual  number,  a  cancerous  death  rate  of  29  in  100,000  of  popula- 
tion. In  the  registration  area  of  the  United  States  which  contain  a  population 
of  19,659,440  there  were  reported  during  the  same  year  9,657  deaths  from  can- 
cer, a  death-rate  of  49  per  100^000  of  population.     (Dennis'  System  of  Surgery.) 
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In  the  Sute  of  New  York  there  were  in  1890,  according  to  the  censtu  report, 
2,878  deaths  from  cancer,  a  death-rate  of  48  per  100,000  of  population. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  from  cancer  to  the  whole  mortality  rate  was  in 
England  in  1880 ' 1  in  28  or  3.57  per  cent 

United  States,  registration  and  non- registration  area,  in 

1890 lin47or2.12  •*  *• 

United  States,  registration  area,  in  1890 1  in  25  or  4.00  **  ** 

State  of  New  York,  in  1890 1  in  48  or  2.32  •'  " 

27  Life  Insurance  Companies  for  30  years 1  in  57  or  1.75  **  *' 

Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York 1  in  59  or  1.70  **  " 

Knights  of  Maccabees,  for  6  years,  1891-6 1  in  80  or  8.88  "  " 

American  Legion  of  Honor,  for  10  years 1  in  25  or  4.00  **  " 

Royal  League,  for  1896 * 1  in  11  or  9.09  •'  " 

Ancient  Order  United  Workmen,  for  1885 1  in  28  or  4.85  "  " 

Royal  Arcanum,  for  18  years 1  in  27  or  3.70  "  ** 

Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  for  21  years 1  in  14  or  7.15  "  ** 

Knights  of  Honor,  for  24  years 1  in  38  or  3.00  '*  " 

Surely  the  above  statistical  exhibit  is  sufficient  to  show  the  large  share 
taken  by  cancer  in  the  rates  of  mortatily  and  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  a 
thorough  and  rigid  study  of  its  cause  and  prevention. 

As  medical  leaders  of  fraternal  benefit  organizations,  it  becomes  us  to  observe 
that  cancer  occupies  no  mean  position  as  a  factor  in  swelling  our  total  death  rate. 

The  increasing  death  rate  from  cancer  during  the  last  half  century  in  Engiand 
and  America  is  quite  noticeable.  In  England,  in  1840,  the  proportional  death 
rate  from  cancer  to  the  total  mortality  was  1  to  129,  or  .77  per  cent. ;  in  1880, 
1  to  28,  or  3.57  per  cent.  Hence  between  these  two  dates  the  death  rate  from 
cancer  was  quadrupled. 

In  England  there  were  376  deaths  from  cancer  to  the  million  of  population  io 
1861 ;  in  1870,  384 ;  in  1880,  468 ;  in  1890,  590. 

In  the  United  States  there  was  1  death  from  cancer  to  every  155  of  total 
deaths  in  1850,  or  .64  per  cent.;  in  1860,  1  to  107,  or  .93  per  cent.;  in  1870,  1  in 
79,  or  1.25  per  cent.;  in  1880, 1  in  58,  or  1.72  per  cent.;  in  1890,  47  or  2.18  per 
cent. 

There  were  nearly  nine  times  as  many  deaths  reported  by  the  United  States 
Census  as  occurring  in  1890  as  in  1850,  while  between  these  two  dates  the  popo- 
lation  was  scarcely  trebled.  A  part  of  the  increase  may  have  been  due  to  ao 
increase  of  the  proportion  of  old  persons  in  the  population  and  a  part  io 
improvement  in  diagnosis. 
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The  increasing  frequency  of  cancer,  as  shown  by  the  above  exhibit,  should 
awaken  in  all  medical  examiners  of  our  Beneficiary  Orders  an  anxious  interest 
in  the  effect  which  this  disease  is  exerting  upon  their  mortality  rates,  and  con- 
sequently upon  the  cost  of  carrying  fraternal  benefits. 

INFLUENCE  OF  AGE. 

In  the  causation  of  cancer,  age  appears  to  be  an  influential  factor. 

Of  the  18,586  deaths  reported  by  the  11th  census  as  occurring  from  cancer  in 
the  United  States  daring  the  year  ended  May  81, 1890,  the  deaths  of  persons 

Under  20  years  of  age  numbered 819 

Between  20  and  25  years  of  age 155 

"      25    "    80     *•       "        '.  816 

"      80    **    85     *•       "        606 

"      85    **    40     •*       *•        !^ 960 

"      40    ••    45      "       "        1,412 

"      45    •*    50     "       •'       1,812 

**      60    '*    55     "       " 2,192 

"      55    "    60     "       "        2,124 

"      60    ••    66     •*       •*        2,859 

"      65    '•    70     "       "        2,153 

u      7Q    «    75     .,       u        1587 

75  years  of  age  and  over 2,255 

Unknown 186 

From  the  above  table  it  appears  that  the  quinquennial  period  60-65  years 
famished  the  largest  number*of  deaths,  12  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number,  and 
of  the  [decennial  periods  that  between  60  and  70  years  furnished  i^the  largest 
number,  24  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number. 

The  records  of  the  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance  show  that  out  of  8,108 
deaths  880  were  from  cancer.  Dividing  the  ages  from  20  years  to  80  years  into 
quinquennial  periods,  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each 
period: 

Yean.  No.  Deaths.  Years.  No.  Deaths. 

20-25 1  50-^ 47 

26-80 0  55-60 52 

80-85 ..  3  60-65 88 

85-40 4  65-70 26 

40-46 14  70-75 8 

4&-60 85  75-80 2 

Total 280 
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The  above  table  declares  that  the  quinquennial  period  55*60  furnished  the 
largest  number  of  deaths,  22  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number.  Of  the  decennial 
period,  that  between  50  and  60,  furnished  the  largest  number  of  deaths,  43  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number. 

From  statistics  collected  by  W.  Roger  Williams,  M.  D.,  he  has  drawn  the 
conclusion  that  the  largest  number  of  cancer  cases  may  be  found  between  the 
ages  of  55  and  65  years.  These  records  agree  essentially  with  the  recorded 
history  of  cancer  in  all  civilized  countries. 

Relatively  few  cases  of  cancer  occur  in  persons  under  80  years  of  age.  The 
cancerous  period  of  life  is  embraced  between  the  ages  of  35  and  70.  Whenever 
an  applicant,  whose  age  is  included  in  this  period  of  life,  presents  himself  tor 
medicad  examination,  it  is  a  special  duty  of  the  medical  examiner  to  recall  the 
influence  of  age  upon  cancer  and  to  make  a  diligent  search  for  it  in  the  case 
before  him.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  cancer  appears  far  more  frequently 
beyond  middle  life,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  also  shows  itself  before  that 
period  and  even  in  youth. 

INFLUENCE  OF   SEX. 

As  an  etiological  factor  in  the  production  of  cancer  sex  has  a  prominent  place. 
Of  the  18,536  deaths  from  cancer  occurring  in  the  United  States  during  the  year 
ended  May  31,  1890,  as  shown  by  the  census.  6,989  were  of  males  and  11.578  of 
females,  a  ratio  of  3  to  5.  S.  D.  Gross  in  his  System  of  Surgery  states  that  in 
England  the  ratio  of  cancer  deaths  among  men  as  compared  with  those  among 
women  has  been  as  1  to  8.  Williams  found  by  statistics, concerning  cancer 
deaths  in  England  during  25  years  previous  to  1872,  that  for  every  100  males 
who  died  from  cancer  229  females  died  of  that  disease,  a  ratio  of  5  to  12. 

Out  of  230  cancer  deaths  in  the  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  78  have  been 
males  and  152  of  females — twice  as  many  of  the  latter  as  the  former.  The 
female  membership  has  always  been  numerically  less  than  the  male  membership. 
Notwithstanding  this  unfavorable  death-rate  from  cancer  in  the  female  member- 
ship, the  death-rate  of  that  department  from  all  causes  has  been  less  than  the 
death-rate  of  the  male  membership. 

Williams  has  expressed  the  belief  that  ''at  least  among  females,  there  is  a 
greater  liability  to  cancer  in  brunettes  than  in  blondes." 

It  is  incumbent  upon  the  medical  examiners  of  Fraternal  Benefit  Orders  that 
admit  women  to  beneficiary  membeiship  to  subject  each  female  applicant  to 
a  rigorous  examination  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  probable  or  possible 
existence  of  cancer.  Cross-questioning  should  be  minute  and  thorough,  and 
should  be  specially  aimed  at  the  distinctively  female  organs,  as  the  mammary 
glands  and  uterus. 
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INFLUENCE  OF   HEREDITY. 

Until  within  a  brief  period  the  belief  that  cancer  is  hereditary  has  been  almost 
universal  in  the  medical  profession.  If  the  disease  itself  is  not  transmissible 
from  generation  to  generation,  doubtless  there  is  frequently  transmitted  a  phys- 
ical condition  which  readily  takes  on  the  disease.  Dennis  in  his  System  of 
Surgery  makes  a  statement  that,  *'  A  careful  inyestigation  into  the  clinical  history 
or  malignant  disease  reveals  the  fact  that  from  12  to  16  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
can  be  traced  to  hereditary  influences."  Broca's  table  on  the  hereditary  influence 
of  cancer  shows  that  in  the  first  generation  there  was  one  death  from  this  disease. 
The  second  generation  consisted  of  four  married  daughters,  all  of  whom  died 
from  cancer.  The  descendants  of  one  of  these  daughters  were  6  daughters  and 
2  sons,  of  Whom  4  of  the  daughters  and  one  of  the  sons  died  from  cancer. 
Another  of  the  4  daughters  of  the  second  generation  had  6  daughters  and  2  sons, 
of  whom  the  6  daughters  died  from  cancer.  One  of  these  last  mentioned  daugh- 
ters had  6  children  (belonging  to  the  fourth  generation),  of  whom  one  daughter 
died  from  cancer.  Of  the  28  descendants  of  the  first  generation,  15  died  from 
cancer. 

Many  other  family  histories  might  be  adduced  to  show  the  startling  effects  of 
hereditary  influence  in  the  production  of  this  disease.  Of  the  280  cancer  deaths 
which  have  occurred  in  the  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance,  in  only  78  was  the 
family  history  recorded.  In  these  78  family  histories,  in  only  5  was  recorded  a 
death  from  cancer ;  in  one  the  father  had  cancer,  in  the  second,  the  paternal 
grandmother,  a  sister  in  each  of  the  third  and  fourth,  the  mother  in  the  fifth.  Of 
these  same  78  families  it  is  recorded  that  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  appeared  in 
17  of  them. 

Dr.  W.  Roger  Williams,  a  recognized  authority  on  the  whole  subject  of  can- 
cer, in  a  study  of  186  cases  of  breast  cancer  found  a  family  history  of  the 
disease  in  25  per  cenL  .of  the  cases. 

There  are  some  strong  arguments  against  the  hereditary  influence  of  cancer 
which  the  brevity  of  this  paper  will  not  permit  me  to  adduce. 

Although  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  determine  the  amount  of  hereditary  influ- 
ence in  the  production  of  cancer,  figures  and  facts  are  so  many  and  so  large  in  its 
favor  that  we  are  compelled  to  believe  in  its  existence,  and  in  many  instances 
in  its  broad  and  deep  significance. 

In  an  etiological  study  of  this  disease  we  cannot  safely  leave  out  of  considera- 
tion hereditary  influence.  The  medical  examiner  who,  in  making  his  decis- 
ions, pays  no  attention  to  this  causal  factor,  will  find  in  a  series  of  years  the 
death  rate  of  his  organization  largely  augmented  by  reason  of  his  inattention 
and  delinquency. 
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The  exact  amount  of  influence  which  a  cancerous  subject  will  exert  upon  his 
succeeding  generation  no  medical  examiner  is  wise  enough  to  determine.  Her- 
edity cannot  be  measured  with  a  tape-line  nor  weighed  with  a  pair  of  scales. 
It  has  been  a  general  rule,  adopted  by  the  writer,  to  recommend  the  acceptance 
of  an  applicant  in  whose  family  history,  including  that  of  grandparents,  only 
one  case  of  cancer  has  appeared,  and  to  recommend  rejection  if  more  than  one 
cancerous  case  has  occurred. 

Accumulating  evidence  substantiates  the  belief  that  a  consumptive  family  his- 
tory points  not  only  to  tuberculosis,  but  also  to  cancer  in  the  descendants. 

It  behooves  each  medical  examiner  to  study  thoroughly  the  subject  of  cancer- 
ous heredity  in  relation  to  all  physical  conditions  of  the  human  system,  and  to 
investigate  exhaustively  the  physical  tendencies  and  environment  of  each  applies- 
cant  who  presents  a  cancerous  family  history. 


PARASITIC  INFLUENCE. 

Half  a  century  ago  Watson  made  the  following  statement :  "  There  are  not 
wanting,  then,  plausible  grounds  for  the  hypothesis,  *  *  *  that  cancerous 
growths  are  strictly  parasitic,  and  independent  of  the  body,  excepting  so  far  as 
they  derive  their  pabulum  from  its  juices."  Neither  Flint,  in  his  Practice  of 
Medicine,  nor  Gross,  in  his  Surgery,  mentions  the  parasitic  origin  of  cancer. 
Dennis,  in  his  Surgery,  thus  expresses  himself :  **At  the  present  time  the 
weight  of  opinion  seems  to  be  opposed  to  the  germ  or  parasitic  origin  of 
neoplasms." 

Of  late  some  Italian  pathologists  have  been  working  very  assiduously  in  tbe 
parasitic  field  of  cancer.  In  a  late  article  on  "An  Inquiry  into  the  Etiology  of 
Cancer,'*  Dr.  Roswell  Park  writes  of  their  results  already  obtained  :  '*  Without 
going  so  far  as  to  say  »  *  *  that  all  cancers  are  necessarily  of  parasitic 
origin,  one  is  justified  by  these  results  in  at  least  maintaining  that  some  cancen 
are  positively  of  such  origin." 

Although  there  is  no  absolute  proof  that  cancers  have  a  parasitic  origin,  in 
favor  of  this  belief  are  many  arguments  drawn  from  analogy  and  experimental 
research.  Should  there  be  brought  to  light  conclusive  proof  that  a  parasite  is 
the  cause  of  cancer,  our  belief  in  hereditary  influence  would  be  greatly  weak- 
ened, and  our  thoughts,  as  medical  examiners  upon  the  relation  of  cancer  to  fra- 
ternal benefit  risks,  would  be  turned  into  new  channels. 

Many  other  factors  have  been  offered  as  influential  in  the  production  of  cancer, 
and  theories  presented  as  a  causal  explanation  of  its  existence.  Of  these  time 
will  permit  me  barely  to  mention  only  a  few  :  Local  irritation,  as  the  mechanical 
action  of  feces  upon  the  cecum  and  rectum  ;  of  soot,  as  seen  in  chimney  sweep*s 
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scrotal  cancer ;  of  the  clay  pipe,  as  seen  in  cancer  of  the  lip ;  traumatism,  as 
bruises  and  wounds  of  various  descriptions ;  sinus  irritation,  as  observed  at  the 
cancerous  mouth  of  a  sinus  following  a  fracture. 

Race  is  believed  to  exert  an  influence  in  the  production  of  cancer,  it  being 
more  common  in  the  white  than  in  the  black  race.  Of  late  years  this  belief  has 
been  undergoing  modification. 

Climate  has  its  advocate  as  a  cancer-producer. 

Flint  expresses  the  belief  that  cancer  is  *'  purely  local  in  its  origin,  and  is  not 
preceded  by  any  cachexia.*'  Virchow  believes  that  cancer  has  its  developmen 
from  connective  tissue.  Waldeyer,  that  all  varieties  of  cancer  are  derived  from 
epithelium.  Gross,  that  it  is  *'of  constitutional  origin  or  connected  with  .a  con- 
laminated  state  of  the  blood  and  solids."  Cohnheim's  theory  expresses  the 
belief  that  *'  tumors  take  their  origin  from  embryonic  cells  which  are  in  excess 
of  the  requirements  of  fetal  development,  or  from  cells  that  are  found  in 
places  or  parts  or  organs  where  they  do  not  normally  belong. " 

Stomach  cancer  is  so  very  common  that  the  writer  may  be  excused  for 
making  a  few  special  observations  upon  the  disease  as  it  appears  in  this  part 
of  the  body.  According  to  Virchow  84.9  per  cent,  of  all  primary  cancers  are  in 
the  stomach.  It  is  safe  to  conclude  that  about  j^  of  all  primary  cancers  occur 
in  this  organ. 

In  many  cases  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine  whether  there  exists  any  or- 
ganic  disease  of  the  stomach,  and  when  a  condition  of  organic  disease  has  been 
proven  the  differential  diagnosis  may  be  extremely  difficult  or  impossible.  The 
existence  of  a  tumor  in  the  stomach  is  the  only  reliable  clinical  fact  which  can 
be  depended  upon  for  an  accurate  diagnosis  of  gastric  cancer.  Brinton  states 
that  a  tumor  exists  in  80  per  cent,  of  cancerous  disease  of  the  stomach.  Cancer 
of  the  stomach  may  be  developed  from  a  simple  ulcer.  Lebert  believes  this 
to  be  the  case  in  6  per  cent,  of  cases  of  gastric  cancer.  Every  slight  disturbance 
of  the  stomach  should  be  carefully  investigated  by  the  medical  examiner. 

In  the  diagnosis  of  cancer  in  its  incipiency,  many  difficulties  may  arise.  This 
is  markedly  true  of  internal  cancers.  They  are  apt  to  be  slow  and  insidious  in 
their  growth.  There  are  many  /a/ent  cases  which  do  not  express  themselves  in 
a  pronounced  form  until  the  general  system  is  seriously  affected.  These  cases 
puzzle  the  most  experienced  diagnostic  acumen. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  subject  it  has  been  the  author's  endeavor  to  make 
prominent  the  following  points,  viz  : 

1.  The  importance  of  the  study  of  cancer  with  a  view  of  lessening  its  destruc- 
tive influence  upon  the  mortality  rates  of  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Orders. 
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2.  A  Statistical  exhibit  ihows  the  effect  of  cancer  upon  the  rate  of  mortaiiiy 
in  the  United  States,  several  other  countries,  Life  Insurance  companies  and 
Fraternal  Beneficiary  Orders. 

8.  Statistics  emphasize  the  belief  that  during  the  last  half  century  cancer  has 
alarmingly  increased  both  in  the  United  States  and  England. 

4.  Influence  of  age  in  the  production  of  cancer. 

5.  Influence  of  sex  in  the  production  of  cancer. 

6.  Influence  of  heredity  in  the  production  of  cancer. 

7.  Parasitic  influence  in  the  production  of  cancer. 

8.  Cancer  of  the  stomach  in  both  males  and  females,  and  of  the  breast  and 
uterus  in  females,  is  so  exceedingly  common  that  special  investigation  is  de- 
manded whenever  any  diseased  condition  is  suspected  in  these  organs. 

In  closing  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  this  subject  will  have  a  free  and 
incisive  discussion  and  that  its  future  study  by  our  medical  examiners  will  bear 
fruit  that  may  be  used  for  the  growth  and  perpetuity  of  all  the  Orders  connected 
with  the  Fraternal  Congress. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Sanford  Hanscom  :  I  have  been  much  interested  in  the 
very  valuable  paper  with  which  Dr.  Grosvenor  has  favored  us, 
and  find  myself  in  general  sympathy  with*  his  views  and 
deductions. 

I  am  in  full  accord  with  the  doctor  as  to  the  belief  that  cancer 
in  a  family  history  impairs  a  risk,  but  am  inclined  to  differ  with 
him  as  to  the  degree  of  impairment  that  should  be  recognized. 
I  should  not  be  willing  to  say  that  two  cases  of  cancer  in  a 
family  history  should  always  cause  rejection. 

It  is  evident  that  the  influence  of  cancer  in  an  applicant's  fam- 
ily upon  the  character  of  his  risk  cannot  be  predicted  with  any 
great  degree  of  accuracy  until  the  etiology  of  the  disease  is 
more  fully  understood. 

If  the  liability  to  cancer  is  largely  an  inherited  condition,  then 
any  history  of  that  malady  in  the  family  must  be  regarded  of 
marked  importance;  but   on   the   other   hand,  if  the  cause  is 
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wholly  parasitic  and  its  development  is  uninfluenced  by  inherit- 
ance, its  presence  in  the  family  is  of  little  consequence.  Un- 
fortunately this  question  as  to  causation  does  not  as  yet  appear 
to  have  been  satisfactorily  solved  by  our  most  competent  ob- 
servers. So  far,  however,  as  I  have  been  privileged  to  note  the 
trend  of  professional  opinion  in  recent  years,  it  appears  to  be  in 
the  direction  of  a  parasitic  origin,  and  the  importance  of  inher- 
itance as  an  element  in  its  production  is  considered  to  be  cor- 
respondingly diminished. 

Stillman  in  his  treatise  on  Medical  Examination  for  Life  Insur- 
ance, 1888  edition,  says  :  **  When  two  or  more  deaths  from  can- 
cer have  occurred  in  an  applicant's  family,  he  should  be  rejected  " 
In  the  same  volume  he  also  says  :  ''  When  both  taints,  the  can- 
cerous and  tubercular,  exist  in  his  family,  the  applicant  should 
be  rejected."  In  my  opinion  the  majority  of  medical  directors 
to-day  would  not  be  willing  to  follow  in  all  cases  the  advice  of 
Stillman  given  ten  years  ago. 

The  prevailing  opinion  of  the  present  time  appears  to  have 
been  better  voiced  by  Dr.  J.  F.  Payne,  of  London,  in  an  exhaus- 
tive paper  upon  '*The  Relation  of  Cancer  to  Life  Insurance**  and 
published  in  the  February,  1898,  issue  of  "The  Medical  Exam- 
iner.'* In  discussing  the  influence  of  cancer  relative  upon  male 
risks  the  doctor  said  that  "One  death  in  the  family  from  cancer 
may  be  neglected,  but  that  two  from  such  cause  require  an 
addition,"  and  that  "a  case  calling  for  absolute  rejection  on  this 
ground  would  hardly  occur.** 

One  of  the  most  interesting  articles  upon  the  etiology  of  can- 
cer that  has  recently  come  under  my  observation  was  from  the 
pen  of  Dr.  Roswell  Park,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  extensively  quoted 
by  the  reader.  This  article  may  be  found  in  The  American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  for  May,  1898.  It  was  the  doctor*s 
opinion  that  cancer  is  a  parasitic  and  infectious  disease,  and  he 
described  two  interesting  experiments  conducted  by  Morau, 
tending  to  show  that  an  animal  can  be  successfully  inoculated 
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from  a  cancer  of  another  animal.  The  first  experiment  was 
made  by  inoculating  ten  white  mice  from  fragments  of  an 
epithelial  cancer  of  another  mouse  of  the  same  species.  The 
result  was  that  eight  of  the  ten  mice  developed  cancer  nodules, 
from  which  another  mouse  was  successfully  inoculated.  The 
second  test  was  conducted  by  placing  bed  bugs  in  a  cage  of 
white  mice  that  had  been  taken  from  a  cage  of  cancerous  mice. 
After  a  few  months  it  was  found  that  all  the  mice  infested  with 
the  bugs  were  suffering  from  cancer. 

Dr.  Park  stated  that,  '*If  upon  experimental  grounds  one 
should  infer  that  all  cancers  were  parasitic  manifestations,  he 
would  do  little  violence  to  the  laws  of  logic." 

During  the  present  year  I  have  examined  the  mortuary  records 
of  the  Order  in  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  from  its 
inception  to  the  close  of  1897,  a  period  of  twenty-one  years,  so 
far  as  the  same  relate  to  cancer  mortality,  in  order  to  determine 
what  percentage  of  cancer  victims  gave  a  family  history  of 
cancer  when  admitted  to  the  Order. 

It  appears  that  cancer  has  caused  the  death  of  five  hundred  and 
forty-six  of  our  members,  and  that  only  5.4  per  cent  of  the  whole 
number  gave  a  history  of  family  cancer.  In  no  case  does  it 
appear  that  more  than  one  relative  had  suffered  from  this  malady.  ' 
In  order  to  ascertain,  so  far  as  possible,  to  what  extent  this  very 
small  number  of  cancer  relations  pointed  to  an  inherited  taint, 
a  further  examination  was  made  by  noting  the  number  of  can- 
cer deaths  in  families  of  as  many  members  who  died  from  all 
causes  in  each  of  twenty-one  years  as  there  were  cancer  deaths  in 
that  year. 

This  examination  shows  that  4,4  per  cent,  of  those  who  died 
from  all  causes  gave  a  history  of  cancer  relations. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  tainted  relations  of  the  cancer  subjects 
were  only  one  per  cent,  more  numerous  than  the  tainted  rela- 
tions of  the  same  number  of  members  who  died  from  cUl  causes — 
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a  number  so  small  that  *if  any  hereditary  influence  is  indicated^ 
it  must  be  considered  practically  inconsequential. 

It  is  estimated  by  Dr.  Park  that  from  25  per  cent,  to  35  per 
cent,  of  the  cancer  cases  give  a  history  of  family  cancer,  and 
this  estimate  appears  to  coincide  with  the  opinion  of  other 
authorities.  The  great  diflference  between  this  estimate  and  the 
5.4  per  cent,  in  the  experience  in  the  Royal  Arcanum  may  be 
due,  in  part,  to  a  more  complete  and  comprehensive  family  his- 
tory on  the  part  of  the  former,  as  they  are  obtained  from  clinical 
records,  and  to  selection  in  the  latter  class. 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  remembered  that  life  insurance 
records  as  a  rule  only  include  the  history  of  the  immediate 
family  and  grandparents,  whereas  clinical  records  of  deaths  in 
the  general  population  would  be  likely  to  cover  not  only  the 
immediate  family  and  grandparents^  but  also  the  collateral 
branches  of  the  family.  In  considering  this  question  of  family 
influence,  the  fact  should  not  be  overlooked  that  members  of  an 
applicant's  family  may  develop  cancer  after  he  becomes  a  mem- 
ber, and  even  after  his  death,  and  that  the  mortality  record  of 
a  family  cannot  be  fully  known  while  any  member  thereof  is 
living. 

While,  perhaps,  no  one  may  believe  that  cancer  can  be  ciirectly 
transmitted,  there  appears  to  be  ample  evidence  that  a  liability 
or  predisposition  to  cancer  may  be  inherited..  Hence  a  risk 
should  be  looked  upon  as  impaired,  to  a  certain  extent,  if  cancer 
is  found  in  the  family,  especially  if  the  applicant  has  reached 
middle  life. 

As  cancer  is  a  disease  chiefly  of  advanced  life,  its  presence  in 
the  family  history  of  a  young  risk  may  be  more  lightly  regarded. 

In  passing  upon  young  risks,  it  may  be  well  to  remember  that 
only  three  out  of  every  ^-^^  who  insure  die  insured,  and  that  the 
average  duration  of  life  policies  is  about  ten  years,  but  that  if 
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all  policies  were  kept  up  until  they  becamfe  claims  by  the  death 
of  the  insured,  the  average  duration  would  be  thirty  years. 

Dr.  R.  E.  Moss:  I  desire  to  thank  Dr.  Grosvedor  for  the 
excellent  paper  which  he  has  presented.  I  do  not  fully  agree 
with  him  in  some  particulars,  but  in  the  main  I  certainly  do. 
Dr.  Hanscom  has  taken  the  same  position  that  I  certainly  should 
along  the  line  of  cancer,  and  his  remarks  are  exactly  in  accord- 
ance with  my  belief,  but  there  were  some  points  I  wish  to  go  a 
little  further  with.  I  believe  that  when  we  study  the  cancer  his- 
tory of  families,  that  we  find  the  offspring  of  cancer  parentage 
has  an  inherited  weakened  constitution,  and  for  that  reason  we 
should  reject  many /of  these  cases,  not  because  we  think  they 
are  going  to  die  of  cancer,  but  because  of  the  weakened  consti- 
tution which  they  inherit  and  which  renders  them  liable  to  die 
of  some  other  disease.  I  think  the  author  stated  that  some  one 
had  advised  where  there  were  two  cases  of  cancer  to  invariably 
reject,  and  where  there  was  but  one  case  of  cancer  and  one  of 
consumption  they  rejected.  That  is  not  exactly  my  mode  of 
procedure.  There  are  many  family  histories  showing  two  cases 
of  cancer  that  I  do  not  consider  sufficient  cause  for  rejection, 
provided,  however,  the  applicant  is  a  good  physical  risk.  If  he 
is  light  in  weight,  then  perhaps  it  may  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, but  I  do  invariably  reject  where  there  is  a  case  of  cancer 
and  a  case  of  consumption  in  the  family  history,  provided  the 
cancer  is  on  one  side  of  the  parentage  and  the  consumption  on 
the  other.  These  are  two  conditions  that  lead  to  a  weakened 
constitution  in  my  mind,  and  for  that  reason  I  reject. 

I  have  made  a  careful  study  of  applications  and  death  claims, 
to  see  what  effect  cancer  parentage  has  upon  a  family  history, 
and  I  was  very  much  surprised.  I  found,  after  looking  over 
several  hundred  cases,  taking  none  but  what  the  grandparents* 
history  was  given  complete,  that  instead  of  cancer  cropping  out 
in  the  grandchildren,  we  had  more  cases  (three  to  one)  of  con- 
sumption than  of  cancer  or  of  any  other  disease  that  might  be 
hereditary.     In  thinking  about  the  weight  of  the  applicant,  I 
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became  convinced  that  in  nearly  every  case  where  the  applicant 
was  not  of  light  weight,  we  could  question  the  diagnosis  of  can- 
cer in  his  parentage.  I  only  found  two  or  three  where  the  appli- 
cant was  up  to  the  normal  weight,  and  this  led  me  to  believe 
that  there  was  some  inherited  weakened  condition,  and  I  also 
believe  that,  could  we  get  the  history  of  every  party  who  dies 
with  cancer  during  early  childhood,  we  would  invariably  find  a 
weak,  perhaps  a  puny  child,  all  along  through  childhood. 

Dr.  Thomas  Millman  :  This  paper  of  Dr.  Grosvenor's  is  a 
very  able  one,  as  all  of  his  of  the  past  have  been,  and  we 
always  know  we  are  going  to  get  something  good  when  he 
promises  to  read  a  paper.  I  read  a  short  paper  two  or  three 
years  ago  upon  this  subject,  and  I  may  add  a  few  points  from 
my  own  observation,  though  I  agree  with  most  of  what  has  been 
said.  I  have  simply  compiled  my  statistics  from  the  deaths  oc- 
curring in  our  Order.  Of  3,600  deaths,  during  twenty  years,  164 
were  reported  as  due  to  cancer,  or  1  in  every  24  deaths.  I  notic- 
ed, on  reviewing  the  papers,  that  of  all  the  applicants  that  had 
been  accepted,  1  in  every  26  gave  the  history  of  cancer,  and  I 
have  adopted  the  rule  to  accept  applicants  where  there  is  a  his- 
tory of  cancer  in  only  one  relative.  If  there  should  be  two  such 
relatives  I  reject,  or  of  there  be  one  cancer  and  one  phthisis  rela- 
tive I  reject.  Now  1  in  every  22  of  the  deaths,  no  matter  from 
what  cause,  show  a  history  of  cancer,  and  there  is  very  little  dif- 
ference, therefore,  between  that  and  the  portion  amongst  those 
accepted.  Out  of  the  154  deaths  there  are  only  records  of  16 
showing  the  history  of  cancer  at  the  time  of  application,  being  1 
in  every  10  deaths.  This  shows  to  my  mind  that  there  is  a  ten- 
dency in  people  who  have  a  history  of  cancer  in  even  one  rela- 
tive to  acquire  the  disease  or  to  inherit  a  predisposition  to  it. 

Lately  I  have  been  in  the  habit,  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
death  claim  of  cancer,  to  write  to  the  physician  or  relative,  ask- 
ing if  there  ever  have  been  any  deaths  amongst  relatives  since 
the  deceased  was  admitted.  I  have  been  doing  this  for  about  one 
year,  and  have  received  replies  from  16  out  of  26  cases.  Of  the  16, 
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3  cases  had  a  brother  each  die  of  cancer  since  admission,  while  in 
the  other  12  it  was  stated  there  was  no  history  of  cancer.  I  think 
this  is  an  important  point  to  follow  up,  and  if  we  all  do  so  we 
shall  gain  some  valuable  information.  We  have  to  take  the  rec- 
ord at  the  time  of  admission,  and  if  we  can  find  out  from  the 
physician  attending  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  death,  we  may 
get  further  history  of  cancer. 

The  younger  the  society  the  less  likelihood  of  deaths  from 
cancer,  but  as  your  society  grows  in  years  you  must  expect  to 
find  a  greater  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause,  and  it  shows 
the  necessity  of  trying  to  find  out  the  number  of  deaths  from 
cancer  occurring  in  the  family  of  the  deceased,  because  his  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  like  himself,  are  growing  older  and  becoming  more 
liable  to  show  cancer,  whereas,  when  he  was  admitted,  they 
were  young  like  himself.  I  am  still  of  the  firm  belief  that  there 
is  some  predisposition  or  liability  to  the  disease  in  persons  where 
there  is  a  family  history  of  it,  even  though  it  may  be  parasitic  in 
its  origin. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Craig  :  This  paper  does  not  call  for  a  general 
discussion  of  cancer,  but  as  I  understand  it,  to  the  discussion 
of  the  relation  of  cancer  to  the  insurance  societies  in  con- 
nection with  other  causes  of  death,  a  matter  which  we  must 
consider  in  passing  upon  applications  for  membership.  There 
is  no  one  thing,  perhaps,  that  we  can  in  all  cases  reject  for,  but 
there  are  many  things  that  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
passing  upon  an  application.  While  we  would  ordinarily  reject 
an  applicant  with  an  undoubted  family  history  of  cancer,  we 
may  hesitate  and  even  approve  the  application  if  the  physical 
examination  is  perfect  or  extraordinarily  good.  The  discussion 
should  mean,  I  presume,  the  tendency  towards  cancer  which  we 
may  inherit.  No  other  means  of  getting  cancer  into  the  system 
can  cut  any  figure  in  our  disposition  of  applicants. 

I  think  we  cannot  deny  that  there  is  an  hereditary  tendency 
to  various  diseases,  and  cancer  among  the  number.    We  do  not. 
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perhaps,  inherit  the  disease  itself,  directly,  but  we  inherit  a  con- 
dition favorable  in  the  development  of  this  disease,  and  if  that 
condition  has  developed  a  certain  line  of  disease  throughout 
several  generations,  it  must  be  taken  into  consideration  and 
great  weight  given  it  in  our  decision  upon  an  application.  If 
an  applicant  had  inherited  a  tendency  to  struma,  tuberculosis 
and  cancer,  he  of  course  would  be  scrutinized  very  closely,  and 
passed  upon  in  accordance  with  a  very  strict  rule.  The  direct 
transmission  by  heredity  of  such  diseases  as  syphilis  and  others 
of  like  character,  we  must  take  into  consideration  in  direct 
line. 

In  examining  recruits  for  the  United  States  Army,  as  I  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  do  during  the  late  war,  the  rules  by 
which  we  are  governed  take  into  consideration  the  hereditary 
tendency  to  disease  in  this  way,  that  they  first  consider  the  rela- 
tive height  and  weight,  and  rejections  are  largely  on  account  of 
light  weight,  which  shows  a  non-resistant  and  weakened  con- 
stitution, a  lack  of  development  and  growth,  which  we  find  in 
life  insurance  examinations  are  the  result  usually  of  heredity. 
The  United  States  Army  makes  a  standard  of  height  and  weight 
that  is  not  considered,  I  believe,  usually  in  life  insurance. 
Taking  for  instance  a  man  whose  height  is  five  feet  six  inches, 
they  count  two  pounds  for  each  inch  of  his  height  as  a  standard, 
which  in  this  case  would  be  132  pounds,  and  they  allow  a  varia- 
tion of  20^^.  After  reaching  five  feet  seven  inches  they  add 
five  pounds  for  every  inch  ot  his  height.  If  we  would  consider 
this  more  closely  and  draw  our  lines  more  closely,  I  think  we 
would  be  in  the  line  of  improvement. 

Of  course  these  discussions  run  in  the  line  of  instruction,  and 
perhaps  by  giving  our  views  we  may  all  profit  by  the  exchange 
of  ideas.  As  indicated  by  the  author  of  the  paper  these  cases 
are  more  numerous  among  females  than  among  males,  and  for 
the  reason  that  lady  physicians  would  be  more  apt  to  study  the 
diseases  incidental  to  their  sex,  I  hope  the  lady  physicians  pres* 
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ent   will  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  investigations   into   this 
subject. 

The  President  :  Dr.  Danforth,  can  you  tell  us  something 
about  the  work  of  your  society? 

Dr.  M.  M.  Danforth  :  Our  society  is  quite  new  and  I  am 
not  prepared  at  present  to  give  statistics.  We  have  had  com- 
paratively few  deaths  from  cancer. 

The  President  :  In  your  selection  of  female  risks  do  you 
take  into  consideration  the  line  in  which  cancer  has  occurred, 
that  is,  whether  it  is  on  the  female  or  male  side  of  the  family  ? 

Dr.  Danforth  :  We  consider  it  as  of  more  importance  if  on 
the  female  line. 

The  President  :   .  How  is  it  with  you,  Dr.  Snyder  ? 

Dr.  Snyder  :  Our  experience  is  still  less  than  Dr.  Dan- 
forth's.  I  think  it  should  be  generally  noticed  that  if  cancer  is 
in  the  family  on  the  female  side,  we  should  be  very  careful 
about  the  risk. 

The  President  :  I  think  the  question  of  cancer  in  the  mat- 
ter of  selection  is  of  a  great  deal  more  importance  where  you  are 
selecting  for  female  risks  than  where  you  select  male  risks.  If 
a  male  applicant  comes  with  a  history  of  cancer  on  the  male 
side  you  should  not  consider  the  application,  but  if  the  cancer 
is  on  the  female  side  the  application  is  deserving  of  considera- 
tion. 

Dr.  Young,  can  you  give  us  some  points  from  your  experi- 
ence ? 

Dr.  J.  B.  Young  :  My  method  has  been  generally  in  examin- 
ing applications  where  there  is  a  history  of  cancer  on  either 
side,  that  if  on  the  male  side  not  to  pay  much  attention  to  it, 
but  in  our  society  we  admit  females  where  there  is  a  history  of 
cancer  on  the  male  side.     If  the  history  is  on  the  female  side 
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and  she  has  not  passed  the  menopause,  we  do  not  accept  the 
risk.  I  have  not  had  much  experience  with  cancer  cases,  for  we 
have  not  had  a  large  number  in  our  association,  and  I  have  no 
statistics  in  that  line. 

The  President  :  I  think  the  natural  trend  is  towards  caution 
in  that  particular  line,  as  cancer  is  a  disease  of  age  and  of  de- 
generation. The  remark  I  made  relative  to  the  family  age  cuts 
an  important  figure.  If  the  family  age  is  young  and  the  appli- 
cant shows  history  of  cancer,  I  do  not  consider  him  entitled  to 
any  consideration,  but  if  the  family  age  is  old  and  the  cancer 
occurred  in  old  persons^  I  do  not  see  that  it  becomes  such  an 
important  factor. 

I  think  if  we  should  put  it  to  a  vote  it  would  be  found  that 
we  are  all  selecting  our  applicants  along  the  same  line. 

Dr.  McClintock  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  the  modern 
advances  of  medicine  we  are  very  rapidly  cutting  down  the 
number  of  inherited  diseases  and  that  we  now  have  syphilis 
left  and  almost  that  alone  ?  If  that  be  true,  I  think  what  my 
brother  over  here  said  would  largely  hold  good,  that  it  is  the 
tissue  we  have  to  deal  with  and  not  the  heredity,  that  is,  that 
poor  tissue  would  propagate  poor  tissue,  and  we  should  take 
into  consideration  the  age  of  the  parents  at  the  time  the  child 
was  born,  to  consider  whether  at  that  time  they  had  disease  or 
the  seeds  of  disease  in  the  system.  My  friend  says  that  he  deals 
with  the  applicants  according  to  their  weight,  and  according  to 
my  idea,  that  does  show  the  existence  of  poor  tissue.  To  illus- 
trate by  erysipelas,  the  person  who  has  that  once  and  has  it  a 
second  time  may  have  it  seven  or  eight  times,  whilst  you  or  I 
would  never  have  it.  Where  we  have  a  poor  history,  the  family 
age  being  below  the  age  of  expectancy,  it  is  well  to  be  careful, 
because,  while  they  may  not  have  any  cancer  or  tuberculosis 
in  the  family,  they  may  die  of  some  fever  or  some  other  dis- 
ease which  we  would  not  have  developed. 
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The  President  :  Dr.  Warner,  we  would  like  to  hear  from  you 
on  this  subject. 

Dr.  H.  a.  Warner:  I  was  not  present  when  this  paper  was 
read,  and  the  first  remark  that  attracted  my  attention  after  I 
came  into  the  room  was  that  when  we  come  to  the  age  of  or- 
ganic diseases,  we  hardly  ever  apply  that  term  to  males  at  forty- 
five,  though  we  do  apply  it  to  females,  and  I  think  it  is  a  wrong 
idea  to  entertain.  I  have  been  very  closely  associated  with  the 
medical  director  of  an  old  line  company,  and  one  of  the  great 
things  he  is  afraid  of  is  females  when  they  reach  the  age  of  forty 
years,  provided  they  have  not  passed  the  menopause.  The 
whole  theory  along  that  line  is  fallacious  according  to  the  mor- 
tality statistics  given  by  the  people  in  the  business.  If  you 
take  the  lines  that  have  been  drawn  for  us  upon  the  actuary's 
table  and  the  examiner's  table,  you  will  find  that  at  ten  years  of 
age  the  line  is  below  that  of  the  males,  while  at  seventeen  years 
of  age  it  passes  above  this  line  and  goes  gradually  up  to  reach  the 
maximum  at  about  thirty- three  or  thirty- five,  meaning,  if  wespeak , 
in  money  terms,  about  three  dollars  higher  than  the  male  risks 
at  the  age  of  thirty-five.  It  begins  to  fall  then,  and  at  forty 
crosses  below  the  male  line  and  remains  there  throughout  the 
rest  of  life.  I  take  it  that  we  do  not  get  cancer  in  fe- 
males oftener  than  in  males.  Cancer  o(  the  breast  usually 
comes  from  an  injury,  and  I  have  not  found  a  case  in  my  prac- 
tice, or  in  that  oi  several  surgeons  in  my  city,  where  the  mother 
had  had  cancer  of  the  breast.  I  look  upon  cancer  of  the  womb 
in  the  same  way,  that  it  is  a  local  condition  and  not  a  constitu- 
tional one  ;  in  fact,  I  take  very  little  cognizance  of  cancer. 

If  you  take  the  same  environment,  take  my  own  family  his- 
tory, for  instance,  my  grandfather  took  up  a  farm  in  Ohio,  and 
the  family  has  continued  to  live  there  under  the  same  conditions, 
and  what  came  to  one  member  of  the  family  came  to  others. 
Why  ?  Because  they  all  lived  there.  Put  three  or  four  people 
on  the  same  conditions,  living  the  same  life,  thinking  the   same 
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thoughts,  neglecting  the  same  sanitary  conditions,  and  you  find 
the  same  diseases  along  this  line,  and  I  think  cancer  would  fail 
in  there  after  fifty  or  sixty  years  of  age. 

Now  another  point.  Very  few  fathers  have  had  cancer  during 
the  time  when  they  were  begetting  these  children.  It  is  after 
they  have  passed  this  period  of  life  that  they  have  it  I  would 
just  simply  not  think  much  about  cancer  from  a  hereditary 
standpoint. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Grosvenor  :  The  last  speaker  has  made  the  state- 
ment that  he  has  very  little  regard  for  cancer  as  a  medical  ex- 
aminer. Now,  one  of  the  objects  of  this  paper  was  to  call  the  at- 
tention not  only  of  supreme  medical  examiners,  but  of  local  medi- 
cal examiners,  to  the  importance  of  this  disease  as  related  to 
benefit  risks,  and  I  have  been  considerably  afraid  that  we  should 
lose  sight  of  the  importance  of  an  hereditary  influence  in  the 
direction  of  cancer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  absolutely  proven  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  direct  heredity.  I  do  really  believe 
that  it  is  possible  that  tuberculosis  may  have  more  than  one  cau- 
sal factor,  and  that  cancer  may  possibly  have  more  than  one 
causal  factor.  I  do  believe  that  in  most  every  case  of  tubercu- 
losis this  causal  factor  is  a  germ.  The  brother  upon  my  right 
stated  that  he  believed  that  tissues  of  certain  kinds  can  be  in- 
herited. Now,  if  that  is  so,  why  cannot  cancer  tissue  be  inher- 
ited ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  there  is  a  possibility  in  that  direc- 
tion? I  do  not  give  up  entirely  the  view  of  direct  heredity  as 
yet,  and  I  do  hope  that  as  the  leading  medical  examiners  of  our 
Orders,  you  will  endeavor  to  make  the  local  medical  examiners 
look  upon  the  importance  of  this  subject  as  a  very  serious  mat- 
ter. Occasionally  it  happens  that  a  member  of  an  Order  dies 
of  cancer  within  two  years  after  he  has  been  received  into  mem- 
bership. It  may  be  a  fact  that  that  individual  had  the  begin- 
nings of  cancer  at  the  time  he  was  admitted,  and  the  point  I 
wish  to  bring  out  is  that  the  local  medical  examiner  should  es- 
pecially scrutinize  cases  coming  before  him  when  the  parentage 
has  shown  cancer,  and  that  he  should,  if  possible,  endeavor  to 
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ascertain  the  presence  of  cancer  in  the  individual  under  examin- 
ation. 

I  know  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  determine  when  a  cancer 
is  present  in  its  incipiency.  It  is  so  with  cancer  of  the  stomach, 
liver  and  other  organs,  but  we  should  do  the  very  best  we  can 
to  ascertain  all  the  facts  in  the  case.  Cancer  is  a  disease  that 
is  causing  a  large  mortality  in  our  Beneficial  Orders,  and,  as  our 
brother  has  said,  we  must  look  upon  it  especially  in  the  line  of 
heredity  if  we  would  accomplish  anything  in  the  study  of  the 
disease  as  related  to  our  beneficial  system. 


CAN  WE  BETTER   GUARD  THE   PASS? 

BY  S.  T.  M'DBRMUTH,  M.  D.,  SUPREME  MEDICAL  EXAMINER  FRATERNAL  UNION 

OF  AMERICA. 

The  assessment  notice  bearing  the  names  of  deceased,  their  address,  amoaot 
of  protection,  beneficiary  and  cause  of  death  reveals  in  the  latter  an  ominous 
percentage  of  diathetic  discrasia.  Consumption  or  Tuberculosis  in  some  form 
plays  a  prominent  role  in  decorating  this  monthly  or  bi>monthly  invitation  to 
the  living  to  **  stand  and  deliver." 

Other  causes  strongly  suggestive  of  hereditary  influence  or  of  acquired 
cachexia,  or  disease  which  has  had  no  sudden  onset  and  rapid  progress  to  a  fatal 
ending,  are  in  bold  relief  on  these  frequent-appearing  printed  souvenirs.  Suffi- 
ciently pointed  is  this  revelation  to  arrest  the  attention  of  reflecting  men, 
whether  connected  or  not  with  the  medical  departments  of  fraternal  insurance. 
The  exhibition  implies  a  lack  of  excellency  in  those  of  us  appointed  to  guard  the 
entrance  pass.  In  the  face  of  facts  illumined  as  is  this,  a  frank  confession, 
rather  than  blind,  stubborn  denial,  is  an  earnest  of  efforts  looking  to  a  better- 
ment of  the  records. 

Perfection  is  manifestly  beyond  the  reach  of  this  line  of  human  endeavor.  It 
is  only  a  question  of  elevating  the  standard  and  of  bringing  influences  to  bear 
that  will  stimulate  all  in  the  examining  ranks  to  work  up  as  near  to  the  standard 
as  possible.  Precedent  to  the  more  efficient  work  the  Supreme  Medical  Exam- 
iner must  have  in  his  hands  the  power  of  appointing  the  local  examiner,  as  well 
as  the  power  to  revoke  that  commission  for  cause.  He  should  not  be  handicapped 
by  another  power  saying,  this  or  that  examiner  must  be  appointed. 
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While  the  Supreme  Examiner  occupies  the  most  conspicuous  place  in  the 
guard  line,  the  local  examiner  is  necessarily  the  chief  reliance  at  the  gates  of  the 
citadel,  to  repel,  the  goths  and  vandals  that  would  defile  the  physical  temple  and 
hazard  the  integrity  and  perpetuity  of  fraternal  insurance. 

To  him  come  privileges  and  no  small  amount  of  perquisites,  but  linked  with 
these  and  inseparable  from  them  is  a  profound  responsibility. 

How  well  is  this  met  ?  Judging  from  the  large  percentage  of  deaths  occurring 
in  the  early  period — first  six  months,  first  year,  or  first  two  years  following  date 
of  certificate — and,  judging  by  cause  of  death  appearing  on  assessment  notice, 
it  is,  sad  to  state,  not  met  in  a  manner  to  adorn  the  archives  of  a  learned  profes- 
sion. Why  ?  Wherefore  this  shortcoming,  while  in  other  respects  the  medical 
profession  is  abreast  with  civilization  and  progress,  and  meets  every  other  test 
imposed  by  the  goddess  of  science  and  art?  I  believe  an  answer  not  inapt 
would  be  that  it  has  been  a  Spanish  dominion,  lacking  in  enterprise  to  cultivate 
and  develop  its  resources.  The  medical  college,  the  medical  society,  the  medical 
director  and  the  Supreme  Examiner  have  been  the  agents  of  a  feudal  system 
that  has  dragged  out  a  life  of  inaction,  with  fruits  in  the  insurance  field  compar- 
able to  the  fruits  of  civilization  observable  in  Spanish  colonies  three  to  four 
centuries  old. 

The  average  medical  man  who  becomes  an  examiner  has  never  been  taught 
the  art  of  examining  for  life  insurance.  He  seldom  grasps  the  problem  in  all  its 
profundity.  He  may  be  an  expert  in  locating  the  cause  and  seat  of  disease  in  a 
patient,  but  somehow  a  vague  impression  possesses  him  that  his  skill  is  best 
exemplified  when  he  fails  to  discover  pathological  lesion  in  a  candidate  for 
insurance. 

This  is  not  meant  to  impeach  the  integrity  of  examiners  as  a  class,  but  as  a 
reproach  to  the  educating  agencies  above  alluded  to  for  permitting  such  an 
impression  to  bold  sway  all  these  years. 

But  little  effort  has  ever  been  exerted  to  acquaint  the  examiner  with  his  duties 
and  responsibilities.  A  studied  effort,  it  almost  seems,  has  been  made, 
especially  by  those  who  guide  the  medical  destinies  bf  company  insurance,  to 
conceal  from  the  examiner  information  touching  the  chiif  features  on  which 
ratings  are  based,  while  the  examiner  seems  never  to  have  been  taken  into  the 
confidence  of  bis  superior  on  the  minor  points  of  detail  which  may  influence 
a  risk. 

The  motive  for  thus  withholding  such  knowledge  must  be  either  that  the  ex- 
aminer is  viewed  as  being  on  a  low  plane  of  dignity,  else  that  he  is  unscrupu- 
lous, and  would  only  turn  that  knowledge  to  cunning  and  abuse  by  concealing 
fatal  or  adverse  features  in  his  examination  records. 
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That  the  latter  might  occar  io  rare  instances  I  woold  not  qnestioo,  ibr  erery 
medico  is  not  a  saint,  any  nM>re  than  is  erery  minister  a  saint.  But  I  do  be- 
lieve the  mass  of  the  profession  to  be  honest  and  anxious  to  conform  to  require- 
ments when  made  known  to  them,  anxious  to  be  made  familiar  with  the  chief 
as  well  as  the  host  of  lesser  influences  which  enter  into  the  rating  for  insurance, 
and  then  conscientiously  apply  this  knowledge. 

Examiners  may  be  classed  as,  first,  competent,  and  second,  incompetent 
Again  they  may  be  classed  as,  first,  careful  and  conscientious,  and  second,  care- 
less and  indifferent.  Some  otherwise  able  men  come  in  the  latter  class,  and 
their  work,  hence,  has  but  little  value  for  insurance. 

Some,  lacking  training  or  natural  ability,  or,  for  some  reason  not  grounded 
in  medical  science,  are  incompetent.  A  small  percentage  only  are  ideal  exam- 
iners. Some,  at  first  blush,  will  take  umbrage  at  the  above  statement.  At  the 
same  time  they  would  feel  no  wounded  pride  should  it  be  hinted  that  they  are 
not  well  versed  in  medical  jurisprudence  ;  that  they  are  able  men  in  their  pro- 
fession, but  are  not  competent  to  act  as  chemists  to  a  city  health  board,  to  pros- 
ecute autopsies  for  a  coroner,  and  interpret  their  findings  to  a  coroner's  jury ; 
not  competent  to  take  the  witness  stand  and  testify  in  a  mooted  case  of  insanity. 
The  average  medical  man,  not  specially  trained  in  these  branches,  freely  admits 
his  incompetency  for  this  kind  of  work ;  then  why  should  anyone  feel  piqued  if 
gently  nudged  that  he  is  not  a  fully  competent  examiner,  even  though  he  knows 
himself  and  others  know  him  to  be  able  and  well  equipped  in  general  medicine? 

Any  reasonable  man  won*t  so  feel  when  he  stops  to  consider  that  medico- 
insurance,  like  the  several  kinds  of  work  above  alluded  to,  is  a  branch  of  med- 
ical jurisprudence.* 

Vast  money  interests  are  involved,  and  his  work,  as  an  examiner,  may  be  sub- 
ject at  any  time  to  inspection  and  review  before  legal  tribunals.  Can  an  exam- 
aminer  afford  to  stake  his  reputation  on  a  matter  of  such  moment  without  some 
special  knowledge  of  the  work  he  undertakes  any  more  than  he  can  afford  with- 
out technical  knowledge  to  stake  his  reputation  on  the  healthfulness  or  otherwise 
of  a  city's  water  supply,  or  the  probable  poison  in  a  man's  stomach  on  exhibi- 
tion before  a  coroner's  jury  ;  or  the  mental  responsibility  or  otherwise  of  a 
paranoic  ? 

All  present,  I  venture,  will  agree  with  me  that  there  is  a  vast  amount  of  in- 
different work  done  by  examiners.  The  record  of  every  insurance  body,  frater- 
nal or  company,  is  marred  by  indifferent  work  in  the  medical  department,  and 
is  no  compliment  to  the  medical  profession. 

I*  Since  writing  this,  the  October  number  of  "  The  Medical  Examiner**  has  arrived,  and  nadcr 
the  subject  **  What  Constitutes  a  Medical  Examiner,"  the  editor,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Wells,  handles  the 
same  train  of  thought.  This  journal,  by  the  way,  is  a  commendable  pablkatioo  devotad  to  med- 
ico-insurance, and  should  be  read  by  every  examiner.  It  is  published  at  100  WilUams  St,  New 
York  City.] 
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This,  because  the  ezamioing  portion  of  the  profession  has  not  been  duly 
awakened  to  the  technical  character  of  the  work  which  it  has  undertaken. 

The  only  object  of  the  foregoing,  setting  forth  a  condition  and  not  a  theory,  is 
to  first  get  our  bearings  and  then  see  what,  if  any,  tactics  will  avail  to  diminish  the 
blemish,  or  invigorate  the  feebleness  characterizing  this  department  of  the  work. 

Along  this  line  the  writer  would  offer  the  following  as  a  partial  solution  : 

The  class  of  examiners  who  lack  training  or  skill,  especially  to  diagnose  mor- 
bid states,  is  hopelessly  beyond  any  influence  of  this  section  to  render  compe- 
tent, and  the  appointing  power  has  only  one  choice,  that  of  declining  their 
services,  and  not  permitting  them  to  act  in  a  capacity  they  are  unqualified  to 
fill.  But  even  this  clear  dictate  will  have  to  be  waived  in  isloated  cases,  where 
no  better  talent  is  available,  though,  in  such  instances,  the  report,  if  made  out 
entirely  by  an  honest  deputy  or  agent,  would  have  about  as  much  value. 

To  get  more  valuable  service  from  the  much  larger  class,  the  members  of  which 
are  learned  and  skilled  in  general  professional  work,  but  lack  something  in 
medico-insurance,  we  would  suggest : 

First — That  each  examiner  be  made  better  acquainted  with  all  the  factors  that 
enter  into  the  determination  of  risks.  By  thus  taking  the  examiners  into  our 
confidence  a  double  purpose  is  served,  (a)  that  of  enlightenment  so  that  more 
intelligent  reports  will  come  in,  and  {i)  that  of  a  weightier  sense  of  responsibility. 
It  will  effect  closer  ties  between  the  local  and  supreme  functionaries  by  appeal- 
ing to  the  honor  of  the  former  and  inspiring  extra  effort  to  conform  to  what  is 
expected  by  the  latter  and  thus  meet  the  approbation  of  those  higher  in  authority. 

This  first  suggestion  would  imply,  as  means  for  its  accomplishment, 

(tf)  More  elaborate  instructions  than  are  usually  supplied  to  examiners. 

(^)  The  supplyin|  of  medico-insurance  literature  or  the  requisition  that  exam- 
iners thus  supply  themselves  with  text  books,  or,  at  least  periodicals  devoted  to 
the  object. 

(c)  The  establishment  in  medical  societies  of  a  section  devoted  to  the  study  of 
the  subject. 

Second— Let  the  name  of  any  examiner  who  has  been  tried  and  found  entirely 
disqualified  by  either  incompetency  or  dishonesty  be  in  the  archives  of  every 
Order  who  has  membership  in  this  body,  as  the  name  of  every  criminal  or 
grossly  dishonest  organizer  should  be  a  common  possession  by  this  body.  Let  a 
standard  be  set  and  a  quasi-authority  proclaimed  by  this  body  that  will  be  recog- 
nized and  respected  by  all  the  adjuncts  or  agencies  operating  under  it  or  in  any 
of  its  departments. 
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Third — Hoodreds  ol  men  of  ocberwise  npi%fat  probhy  maj  be  lax  »  tkb 
domain,  bot  ttimolated  to  a  hiffaer  ethics  bj  an  awakening  afforded  by  recofao- 
ing  tome  check,  some  modeiator.  some  snbseqaent  condition  that  is  liable  to 
face  them  and  demand  their  defence  or  leave  them  stand  to  some  extent 
condemned. 

One  such  check  the  writer  has  found  effecdve  is  a  double  examination.  Un- 
der this  plan,  which  I  do  not  urge  as  practical  in  fraternal  insoiance,  each 
examiner  is  pat  on  his  metal,  as  he  does  not  wish  to  be  *'  left  **  in  detecting  a 
lesion  that  his  colleague  may  find  and  dispose. 

Another  such  check  might  be  applied  by  apprising  examiners  that  they  may  be 
subject  to  post  mortem  explanation  if  the  insured  dies  from  causes  that  in  any 
way  cast  suspicion  on  the  examiner's  report  of  the  deceased,  this  especially  if 
the  member  has  died,  say,  within  a  year  of  his  examination,  and  the  cause  is 
other  than  acute  disease  fully  capable  of  destroying  life  in  the  absence  of  preTions 
chronic  disease  or  of  hereditary  taint. 

Fourth — To  leave  the  examiner  untrammeled  by  any  or  all  local  iniuences,  and 
relieve  him,  on  occasions,  from  ^cing  trying  situations,  prejudicial  they  may  be, 
in  some  instances,  to  his  professional  or  business  interests,  the  examinatioo 
report  must  be  sent  direct  from  his  hands  to  the  head  or  supreme  office  so  that 
it  will  escape  inspection  at  the  hands  of  organizers  or  lodge  officers.  Else  the 
examiner  should  be  provided  with  a  form  for  private,  confidential  report,  for 
use  at  his  discretion.  I  rather  prefer  the  latter  as  being  equally  effective  and 
more  convenient,  as  it  is  advantageous,  in  some  respects,  to  have  examina- 
tions inspected  by  deputies  or  secretaries,  especially  to  detect  omissions  or 
defecu  of  some  nature  which  examiners  are  subject  to,  particularly  when  dealing 
with  a  form  they  are  not  yet  familiar  with. 

The  foregoing  four  divisions  apply  to  possibly  better  service  in  the  immediate 
future.     For  still  better  results  in  the  more  remote  future,  I  would  add  : 

Fifth — Let  this  Congress,  representing,  as  it  does,  the  vast  property  interest 
involved  in  two  millions,  or  more,  insured  risks,  and  four  billions  of  insurance 
in  force,  through  its  medical  section,  appeal  to  every  medical  college  in  the  land 
to  recognize  and  meet  the  requirements  ot  such  now  vast  and  rapidly  expanding 
interesu,  by  providing  instruction  suitable  to  well  equip  their  graduates  for  this 
work — for  this  field  that  is  open  to  them  on  stepping  out  from  their  alms 
mater. 

By  the  putting  in  practice  of  the  foregoing,  and,  perhaps,  of  some  wise  measures 
overlooked  by  the  writer,  the  latter  believes  his  interrogatory  subject  may  be 
answered  in  the  affirmative. 
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DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Young  :  I  was  not  aware  that  I  was  expected  to 
lead  the  discussion  upon  this  subject  until  this  morning,  but  this 
is  a  question  that  has  given  me  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  the 
past^  the  exact  method  of  selecting  medical  examiners,  and  how 
to  know  what  kind  of  medical  examiners  I  had  after  selecting 
them  and  before  I  had  a  large  number  of  risks  accepted  by  the 
Order.  For  instance^  I  may  receive  a  hundred  papers  from  a 
subordinate  association  just  formed,  the  medical  examiner  sends 
in  credentials  that  are  all  right,  the  papers  seem  to  be  all  right, 
and  I  have  no  method,  of  course,  of  ascertaining  whether  these 
examinations  have  been  what  they  should  have  been  or  not. 
Within  six  months  deaths  begin  to  occur  from  heart  disease,  con- 
sumption, cancer,  etc.^  deaths  which  we  believe  should  not 
occur  so  soon  after  a  medical  examination.  Unfortunately  for 
us,  we  labor  under  the  disadvantage  that  all  the  human  race 
must  die,  and  many  of  them  a  great  deal  sooner  than  we  want 
them  to,  after  being  passed  by  medical  examiners.  Now,  almost 
always  after  investigating  one  of  these  cases,  the  medical  exam- 
iner is  willing  to  swear  the  applicant  had  no  such  disease  when 
he  examined  him  or  her.  When  1  find  that  I  have  an  incom- 
petent medical  examiner,  of  course  I  have  a  remedy,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  some  medical  examiners  who  furnish  perfect 
credentials  seem  to  have  no  knowledge  of  insurance  matters, 
and  are  not  inclined  to  receive  any.  If  you  hint  anything  of  the 
kind  to  them  they  go  up  into  the  air  in  a  minute.  They  know 
all  there  is  about  it  and  don't  propose  to  be  taught  any  more. 
Now  just  how  to  get  these  medical  examinations  up  to  what 
they  should  be,  is  more  than  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain.  Most 
of  our  medical  examiners  are  true  men  and  their  work  is  satis- 
factory, but  occasionally  we  get  a  large  number  of  examinations 
from  an  examiner  who  proves  afterwards  either  to  have  been 
incompetent,  or  to  have  intended  to  place  upon  us  bad  risks. 
I  think  it  is  more  frequently  from  carelessness  than  from  ignor- 
ance.   They  don't  examine  thoroughly  into  the  case.     I  know 
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that  medical  examiners  have  told  me  when  it  was  brought  to 
their  attention  that  some  risk  was  placed  upon  the  Order  that 
should  not  have  been.  "  Well,  I  was  called  away  just  as  I  was 
making  the  examination,  and  I  hurriedly  filled  up  the  paper  and 
sent  it  on."  I  don't  mean  to  say  that  as  a  class  medical  exam- 
iners do  anything  of  that  kind,  but  occasionally  we  have  such 
cases,  and  how  to  deal  with  them,  or  how  to  prevent  the  taking 
of  such  risks,  seems  to  be  an  unsolved  problem  so  far  as  I  know. 
When  the  papers  come  on  everything  seems  to  be  all  right,  and 
we  know  nothing  of  the  applicant  except  what  the  paper  indi- 
cates. Frequently  I  have  medical  examiners  say  that  they  don't 
think  the  family  history  is  of  so  much  consequence  and  that  they 
find  the  applicant  a  good  risk.  They  think  if  they  have  a  good 
physical  risk  before  them,  it  doesn't  matter  what  the  father  or 
mother,  brothers  or  sisters  died  of,  the  applicant  should  be 
accepted  just  the  same. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Craig  :  I  think  this  is  just  the  kind  of  a  questioo 
we  ought  to  discuss,  but  as  I  have  been  discussing  every  ques- 
tion that  has  com^  up,  I  want  to  offer  an  excuse  now,  that  we 
come  here  for  the  purpose  of  getting  information,  and  that  is 
why  I  talk. 

I  think  I  can  suggest  two  valuable  means  of  '*  guarding  the 
pass."  First,  we  might  instruct  those  who  are  to  form  our  army  of 
future  medical  examiners  for  insurance,  and  then  the  next  point 
is  to  instruct  the  medical  examiners  who  are  already  appointed 
and  are  in  the  field  doing  the  work.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  one 
of  the  few  medical  men  in  these  Orders  that  is  lecturing  to  a 
class  of  medical  students  upon  life  insurance.  I  have  the  chair, 
in  one  of  our  colleges  in  Kansas  City,  of  lecturer  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  I  believe  I  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good  in  this  way; 
that  those  who  have  graduated  from  that  school,  and  there  is  a 
large  class  every  year,  have  had  the  opportunity  on  account  of 
this  instruction  to  obtain  positions  as  medical  examiners  for 
life  insurance  companies  that  they  could  not  have  gained  in  any 
other  way«     In  making  applications  for  such  position  they  have 
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Stated  that  they  have  taken  a  full  course  of  this  kind  in  this 
institution,  and  the  company  they  apply  to  usually  writes  to  me 
concerning  the  matter  and  they  have  always  received  an  ap- 
pointment. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between  a  good  physician  and  a 
good  medical  examiner  for  life  insurance.  I  find  that  many  of 
our  best  physicians  are  our  poorest  examiners,  and  the  reason  is 
that  they  have  never  studied  the  subject;  it  is  just  as  foreign  to 
their  knowledge  of  medicine  as  a  subject  entirely  outside  of 
medicine.  It  is  plain  to  the  laity  even  that  they  know  nothing 
at  all  about  it.  I  recall  an  instance  that  occurred  in  my  experi- 
ence about  a  year  ago  where  a  man  came  to  me  and  said,  "  Doc- 
tor, what  do  you  know  about  Dr. ? "     Well,  I  said,  I  am 

not  passing  my  opinion  upon  doctors  at  present ;  what  do  you 
mean  by  the  question  ?  He  said,  '*ls  he  a  good  doctor?"  I 
said,  have  you  employed  him?  *'Yes."  Well,  you  thought  he 
was  a  good  doctor  or  you  would  hot  have  employed  him.  He 
replied,  "  I  did  until  a  few  days  ago,  when  I  made  application 
for  life  insurance  and  he  took  me  into  his  office,  examined  me 
for  an  hour  and  wasn't  through  then,  and  I  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  didn't  know  a  damned  thing  about  it."  He  thought 
a  man  who  could  not  make  an  examination  for  insurance  could 
not  be  a  good  doctor,  and  this  illustrates  that  a  man  may  be  a 
g;ood  physician  and  not  know  much  about  making  such  examin- 
ations unless  he  has  been  especially  taught. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  how  little  some  men  know  I  had  25 
application  blanks  sent  me  some  time  ago,  which  more  than 
equaled  anything  I  have  ever  seen  before.  The  man  had  re- 
ported the  temperatures  from  70  to  104.  He  was  sending  me 
dead  men  and  those  that  would  soon  be  dead,  and  yet  was  re- 
cording them  as  first-class  risks.  He  was  recording  the  specific 
gravity  at  from  107  to  1,001.  What  deduction  would  you  make? 
Why,  just  what  I  did,  that  he  had  no  thermometer  and  no 
apparatus  for  making  urinalysis  and  knew  nothing  about  the 
pulse  rate  in  health  or  the  specific  gravity  of  healthy  urine.    I 
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simply  took  the  train  and  went  down  to  see  what  sort  of  a  man 
he  was.  I  had  a  curiosity  to  see  that  man,  and  if  he  had  been  in  a 
museum  I  should  have  gone  further  to  see  him  than  most  any 
animal.  I  found  him  a  man  of  fine  physical  development,  with 
an  intelligent,  high  forehead  that  ran  to  the  back  of  his  neck.  I 
asked  some  of  his  neighbors  what  sort  of  a  doctor  he  was,  and 
they  said  he  was  one  of  the  finest  doctors  you  ever  saw.  He  is 
wonderful  on  malaria  and  once  operated  on  a  case  of  appendi- 
citis. 

Question.     What  was  the  result? 

Dr.  Craig:  I  don't  know.  I  didn't  investigate  any  further, 
but  when  I  talked  with  him  and  asked  what  he  meant  by  such 
a  report,  he  informed  me  that  the  man's  temperature  varied, 
and  wasn't  always  the  same.  I  agreed  with  him,  of  course,  and 
asked  if  his  thermometer  might  not  be  wrong.  He  said,  "oh,  no, 
oh,  no."  I  then  asked  to  see  the  thermometer,  but  he  didn't 
know  where  it  was,  and  though  I  went  with  him  to  the  office  to 
look  for  it,  he  couldn't  find  it.  I  then  asked  about  the  urin- 
alysis, and  he  said  he  had  used  up  all  his  litmus  paper,  and  that 
he  broke  his  urinometer  on  the  side  of  the  tin  cup  in  which  he 
had  been  using  it.  Well,  it  simply  meant  that  he  had  been  ly- 
ing to  me,  and  as  I  had  no  time  to  examine  all  these  applicants 
myself  I  thought  of  going  to  a  nearby  city  and  having  a  good 
examiner  visit  the  community  and  see  the  applicants.  I  knew, 
however,  if  I  did  that  I  should  cause  a  big  row  when  it  got 
about  the  neighborhood  that  this  doctor  couldn't  examine  for 
life  insurance,  and  it  might  be  cause  for  legal  proceedings 
against  me  for  damages. 

There  is  another  class  of  physicians  we  have  to  deal  with.  A 
man  will  find  the  specific  gravity  of  the  urine  normal  and  will 

not  examine  any  further.     I  once  examined  Doctor for 

life  insurance,  and  found  a  perfect  specimen  of  physical  strength 
and  apparent  health,  and  would  have  rated  him  as  a  first-class 
risk  had  it  not  been  that  the  last  thing  I  examined  was  a  speci- 
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men  of  urine,  which  I  found  loaded  with  albumen.  I  said,  **  Doc- 
tor^ you  certainly  have  albuminuria,  and  yet  you  don't  look  as 
if  you  had  such  a  condition."  He  replied,  "I  expected  you  to  do 
that  thing.  In  my  college  course  I  found  it  and  I  furnished  it 
for  examination  to  the  class.  It  was  regarded  there  as  simply 
one  of  the  anomalous  cases  that  sometimes  exist.  I  haven't 
any  Bright's  disease,  and  am  not  going  to  die."  I  said,  "Well,  I 
can't  help  that,  doctor,  I  can't  recommend  you,"  and  I  incurred 
his  displeasure  on  that  account.  About  a  year  and  a  half  later 
he  died  of  Bright's  disease.  That  was  one  of  the  cases  in  which 
a  man  was  rejected,  and  yet  he  died. 

Recently  I  had  15  or  20  applications  come  to  me  where  in 
every  case  the  specific  gravity  was  given  as  1,020.  Now  I  know 
from  experience  that  if  I  were  to  examine  every  one  here,  per- 
haps two  would  give  a  specific  gravity  of  1,020,  but  the  others 
would  vary,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  that  physician  had  not  made 
these  examinations.  On  investigation  I  found  that  he  had  not 
made  a  single  urinalysis,  though  he  had  been  examining  for  our 
association  for  over  a  year,  and  he  was  a  good  physician,  and 
was  thought  to  be  a  man  of  the  highest  integrity. 


THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  FRATERNAL  ORDERS  vs.  THAT 
OF  OLD  LINE  COMPANIES. 

BY  J.  T.  CRAIG,  M.  D.,  SUPRBMB  MSDICAL  EXAMINER,  NATIONAL  RESERVE 
ASSOCIATION. 

In  this  paper  it  would  not  be  good  form  to  undertake  a  history  of  life  insur- 
ance  from  its  incipiency,  nor  do  I  contemplate  such  a  thing,  but  I  must  remind 
you  of  a  time  when  you  will  remember  that  life  insurance  was  not  an  assurance 
of  any  indemnity,  but  a  temporary  afiPafr  contracting  to  fill  small  obligations  for 
a  limited  time,  depending  upon  the  uncertain  life  of  the  association.  The  frame 
work  of  these  concerns  contained  and  embodied  all  the  knowledge  of  their  time 
in  this  line,  and  was  little  more  than  the  embryo  from  which  has  matured  our 
present  scientific  system  of  life  insurance.  Away  back  in  the  dark  ages,  before 
the  Christian  Era,  when  the  Kings,  Princes  and  Potentates  were  all  of  a  com- 
munity that  were  possessed  of   any  advantages  or  opportunities  of  education. 
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when  these  opportunities  were  not  made  the  source  of  learning  and  virtue  and 
all  the  finer  attributes  of  civilization  and  advancement,  but  were  used  to  license 
immorality  and  other  kindred  crimes  of  barbarity  ;  when  the  unfortunate  and 
the  poor  had  not  even  the  promise  of  a  decent  burial  in  case  of  their  natural 
death  or  murder  to  satisfy  the  ambition  of  their  rulers  or  conquerors,  or  to  con- 
tribute to  their  pleasure  in  the  arena  perhaps,  then  a  very  crude  idea  of  life  in- 
surance was  bom  of  necessity,  as  every  great  idea  is  conceived,  and  societies 
were  formed  among  the  poor  which  promised  their  members  decent  burial  alone, 
and  the  only  requirement  was  that  they  must  furnish  a  certified  statement  that 
they  were  moral  and  God-fearing  men,  and  have  this  statement  vouched  for  by 
some  well-known  citizen.  They  were  not  even  required  to  appear  in  person, 
but  might  send  this  document  by  a  messenger,  and  then  they  were  recorded  as 
in  full  fellowship,  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  as  such. 

By  orthodoxy  we  are  taught  that  all  men  were,  in  the  beginning,  pure,  good 
and  holy,  and  that  wickedness  has  been  born  of  the  sciences.  Not  so  ;  man.  in 
the  beginning,  was  but  an  animal,  possessing  only  animal  desires  and  passions. 
He  had,  however,  the  faculty  of  reason,  and  there  was  no  law  to  prohibit  his 
thinking  ;  he  was,  therefore,  a  free  thinker  and  a  free  reasoner,  and  hence  he 
has  become  enlightened,  purified  and  intelligent,  and,  in  proportion  to  his  learn- 
ing, he  has  advanced  in  all  the  essentials  of  civilization.  Now,  the  only  thing 
at  which  I  marvel  is  that  a  sufficient  number  were  found  at  so  early  a  time  in 
his  history,  even  among  the  poor,  who  could  be  proven  pure  and  good,  to  form 
a  society.  Charity,  pure  and  simple,  was  the  primitive  idea  of  insurance. 
There  was  no  business  end  or  beginning  to  it.  The  idea  that  insurance  could 
ever  become  a  burden  and  a  failure  because  of  rapid  increase  of  expense  from 
diseased  members  filling  its  ranks  and  causing  a  high  death  rate,  did  not,  it  ap« 
pears,  at  first  occur  to  them.  This  primitive  system  continued  for  many  years, 
even  with  very  little  advancement  for  several  centuries  ;  and,  in  fact,  the  first 
account  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  any  material  advancement  was  with- 
in this  century,  when,  about  1814,  the  Scottish  Widow's  Fund  Society  of  Edin- 
burg,  Scotland,  adopted  an  application  blank  which  was  In  the  form  of  a  physi- 
cian's certificate.  This  society  had  not  then  advanced  far  enough  to  have  medi- 
cal examiners,  but  applicanu  were  instructed  to  appear  before  a  physician  with 
whom  they  were  well  acquainted,  who  would  question  them,  not  examine  ihem, 

and  the  physician  would  then  fill  out  the  following  form :  I,  Dr.  • ,  do  hereby 

certify  that did  appear  before  me  this  day,  and  that  I  have  known  him  for 

years,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  hath  never  been  afflicted  with  gout, 
asthma  or  any  disease  which  tends  to  the  shortening  of  life,  and  that  I  do  believe 
his  present  state  of  health  to  be  good/  and  his  habits  of  living  not  such  at  to 

endanger  his  life.    Given  at this day  of  18—. 

Signed,  Dr. . 
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This  continued  until  1880  without  s|>ecial  medical  examination,  only  general 
appearance  of  good  health  being  required.  Soon  after  this  time  a  certificate 
from  the  applicant's  family  physician  was  required,  which  was  tantamount  to  a 
medical  examination,  as  perhaps  the  family  physician  had  previously  examined 
him  and  had  an  idea  of  his  physical  condition.  At  this  time  vouchers  from 
friends  were  required  as  to  character  and  health.  In  1885  insurance  organiza- 
tions formed  boards  of  medical  referees.  These  referees  were  the  first  medical 
directors,  and  before  this  board,  at  the  home  office  of  the  company,  the  applicant 
for  life  insurance  was  required  to  appear,  and  a  more  elaborate  list  of  questions 
was  propounded,  and  some  sort  of  physical  examination  was  made. 

Later,  as  the  business  increased  beyond  the  ability  of  medical  directors  to  con- 
trol, local  medical  examiners  were  appointed.  It  had  then  begun  to  dawn  upon  all 
insurance  organizations  that  their  life  and  perpetuity  depended  upon  the  selection 
of  their  risks  ;  and  to  this  end  the  best  medical  talent  of  the  world  has  been  con- 
sulted, which  has  resulted  in  a  gradual  improvement  in  forms  of  medical  exam- 
ination blanks,  the  perfecting  of  plans  of  insurance  and  the  building  up  of 
scientific  medical  departments  for  all  kinds  of  insurance.  It  is  yet  far  from  per- 
fect, but  has  become  the  fountain-head  and  life-giving  source  of  insurance,  and 
promises  surely  to  soon  become  a  safe-guard  against  the  mortality  liability,  so 
that  should  an  insurance  organization  fail  in  its  ability  to  carry  out  its  contracts 
it  must  be  from  mismanagement  or  dishonesty  in  other  departments. 

As  neither  the  medical  department  of  Fraternal  Otders  nor  Old  Line  Life 
Insurance  is  yet  perfect,  we  must  improve  by  examining  their  machinery  and 
discussing  its  merits  and  demerits. 

Fraternal  Orders,  such  as  they  were,  furnished  the  first  insurance,  as  a  charity. 
After  many  years  Old  Line  companies  were  formed  as  a  business  proposition  and 
for  profit.  As  Fraternal  Orders  were  the  first  formed  and  have  existed  for  a 
greater  period,  they  should  have  the  best  medical  department  now.  But  is  this 
a  fact  ?  I  am  afraid  not.  Let  us  see  :  We  have  learned  that  the  idea  of  insur- 
ance originated  among  the  poor  and  ignorant  of  the  people,  and  that  it  was  the 
fraternal.  It  has  continued  among  the  poorer  classes  because  the  poor  could 
best  afford  to  carry  that  which  was  conducted  near  the  actual  cost  of  mainte- 
nance, and  in  keeping  the  cost  down  to  this  standard  all  departments  were  alike 
curtailed  in  expense,  the  medical  department  with  the  others.  But  is  a  low  cost  of 
expense  in  running  the  medical  department  an  actual  reduction  of  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance of  insurance  ?  The  general  expenses  of  an  association  may  be  directly  re- 
duced by  cutting  the  salaries  of  all  employees  or  reducing  the  force  to  the  lowest 
number  that  can  possibly  transact  the  business,  both  in  office  and  field  work  ;  the 
printing,  stationery  and  postage  may,  by  judicious  management  and  without 
detriment,  be  kept  at  the  minimum  ;  all  unprofitable  or  unproductive  advertising 


Digitized  by 


Google 


182  TWELFTH   ANNUAL   SESSION, 

may  be  cut  off,  and  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Order,  at  least  not  an  injury ; 
it  may  mean  a  repletion  of  the  expense  or  general  fund ;  but  the  medical  depart- 
ment has  to  deal  with  the  mortuary  fund,  and  to  decrease  depletion  of  that  fund 
must  be  done  by  guarding  against  high  mortality,  and  by  diminishing  the  death 
rate  should  it  become  excessive,  as  well  as  avoid  the  payment  of  fraudulent  or 
unjust  death  claims. 

To  guard  against  a  great  mortality  ;  first,  a  careful  selection  of  local  medical 
examiners  should  be  made  by  the  medical  director,  commissioning  none  except 
those  who  come  well  recommended,  and  are  thoroughly  qualified  and  equipped 
to  make  examinations.  Second,  to  diminish  a  mortality  liability,  lodge  secretar- 
ies must  report  dissipation  and  habits  which  endanger  the  life  of  members,  and 
all  applications  for  reinstatement  of  those  who  become  suspended  must  be  refer- 
red to  the  medical  director,  and  must  be  worded  so  that  he  can  at  once  ascertain 
if  the  applicant  has  become  an  unsafe  risk,  and  if  so,  he  should  have  full  power 
to  reject  for  this  cause,  or  if  the  applicant  has  passed  the  age  limited  ;  also  to 
require  a  new  examination  to  determine  the  physical  condition  before  passing 
upon  the  application.  And  third,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  medical  director 
to  investigate  every  death  claim,  to  ascertain  if  it  is  unjust  or  fraudulent,  and  no 
claims  be  ever  paid  for  business  or  sentimental  reasons.  This  would  avoid  all 
unnecessary  depletion  of  the  mortuary  fund,  and  as  the  medical  department  has 
to  deal  with  this  fund,  this  is  the  only  means  of  reducing  the  expense  of  the 
medical  department.  To  do  this  we  must  first  increase  the  cost  of  running  it,  by 
paying  good  examiners  good  fees,  and  requiring  thorough  work,  and  also  by 
paying  the  medical  director  a  salary  large  enough  to  enable  him  to  give  up  his 
private  practice  and  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  Order,  and  require  him  to  do 
so.  '*  No  man  can  serve  two  masters"  and  serve  both  well ;  unless,  like  the 
Italian  god  Janus,  he  has  two  heads  or  two  brains,  and  can  keep  one  occupied 
with  his  insurance  work  and  the  other  with  his  neighbor's  heart  failure  or  neu- 
rasthenia and  appendicitis.  Many  Fraternal  Orders  allow  their  medical  exam- 
iner only  a  $1.00  fee,  but  require  a  strict  and  thorough  examination,  including  a 
chemical  analysis  of  the  urine.  Some  allow  their  local  lodges  to  elect  their  med- 
ical examiners,  and  the  *'  Dock"  who  attends  lodge  regular,  because,  perhaps, 
he  has  no  practice  to  prevent,  is  the  one  they  generally  elect,  and  this  man  must 
make  those  all-important  examinations,  and  for  $1.00,  and  the  kind  of  examina- 
tion he  makes  is  worth  nothing  to  the  Order.  He  is  told  by  the  solicitor  that 
twenty-five  applicants  will  be  ready  for  him  to  examine  on  a  certain  evening, 
and  must  all  be  examined  at  that  time,  as  some  opposition  order  or  company  is 
trying  hard  to  keep  him  from  organizing.  The  result  is  that  *'  Dock  '*  does  not 
fill  more  than  half  the  blanks ;  takes  '*  don't  know  **  for  an  answer  to  family  his- 
tory ;  lets  the  applicant  say  he  drinks  moderately,  when  everybody  knows  ht  is 
drunk  nfost  of  the  time.     He  answers  "no"  to  every  disease  in  the  list,  when 
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his  ill  health  may  be  plainly  apparent,  and  "  Dock  "  continues  guessing  at  his 
height,  bis  weight  and  his  measurements.  He  records  the  temperature  all  the 
way  from  60  to  104,  and  the  specific  gravity  of  the  urine  at  107  to  1,001,  because 
he  has  no  thermometer  nor  urinometer.  and  would  not  know  how  to  use  one  if 
he  had  it ;  neither  has  he  any  idea  of  what  the  healthy  temperature  or  specific 
gravity  are,  and  yet  he  rates  the  risk  **  First  Class."  Nor  is  this  always  the 
country  *'  Dock,"  but  also  the  $1  town  and  city  **  Dock ;''  and  the  medical 
director  perhaps  is  so  busily  engaged  in  trying  to  make  a  living  out  of  his  private 
practice,  and  depending  on  the  small  amount  paid  him  by  the  Order  to  raise  the 
mortgage  on  his  home,  that  he  can't  a£ford  to  look  after  the  selection  of  exam- 
iners, or  spend  much  time  investigating  doubtful  risks.  He  is  paid  nothing  for 
attending  to  reinstatements,  nor  can  he  afford,  for  the  same  reason,  to  leave 
home  and  investigate  death  losses. 

Old  Line  Life  Insurance  companies  compose  the  business  end  of  the  concern. 
They  are  not  in  insurance  for  their  health,  for  charity  or  philanthropy — there  is 
no  fraternal  or  brotherly  affection  between  the  company  and  its  policy-holders, 
and  the  policy-holders  may  not  even  know  each  other  as  such.  If  one  is  sick  or  des- 
titute he  must  look  elsewhere  for  sympathy  and  assistance.  They  recognized  the 
opportunities  of  profit  which  might  occur  from  a  judicious  management  of  life  in- 
surance, and  this  judicious  management  meant  to  get  as  much  money  out  of  it  as 
possible  with  as  little  outlay  or  expense,  hence  their  profit.  The  opportunity  was 
patent.  The  fraternities  bad  already  demonstrated  that  a  life  could  be  insured 
and  paid  for,  and  all  the  expenses  paid  at  a  very  small  outlay  by  the  insured,  if 
nothing  was  collected  to  provide  a  sinking  fund  or  profit.  Noting  the  weak 
points  in  business  of  our  neighbors  and  profiting  by  their  mistakes  and  correct- 
ing them,  we  may  often  take  their  business  and  realize  handsome  profits  where 
they  failed  or  made  nothing.  As  a  good  business  man  argues,  that  it  matters 
not  how  much  he  pays  for  rent  or  to  valuable  employees,  providing  that  he  does 
the  business  to  justify  ;  so  the  Old  Line  company  profited,  not  by  reducing  ex- 
penses, but  by  increasing  their  income  first.  They  already  knew  how  uiucKIt 
cost  to  carry  on  the  business  as  transacted  by  the  fraternities,  therefore  by  in- 
creasing the  premium  and  augmenting  the  business,  they  could  easily  calculate 
the  amount  of  profit.  Again,  could  they  decrease  the  mortality  liability,  they 
would  be  closing  the  floodgate  of  escape  for  the  greater  part  of  their  losses,  and 
as  they  were  studying  only  the  business  end  of  the  proposition,  they  at  once 
grasped  the  remedy,  and  beginning  where  the  Fraternal  Orders  left  off,  they 
organized  scientific  medical  departments.  First,  they  created  the  office  of  med- 
ical director  and  recognized  him  as  the  most  important  and  valuable  officer  of 
the  company;  they  selected  the  most  learned  and  best  qualified  medical  men  of  the 
country  and  made  their  salaries  sufficient  to  justify  them  in  taking  the  office 
and  devoting  their  entire  time  to  its  duties.    They  started  with  a  paid-up  capital 
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large  enough  to  guarantee  all  salaries  and  expenses  and  paid  them  promptly, 
therefore  their  agents  could  take  time  enough  to  select  and  recommend  none 
but  the  very  best  physicians  for  examiners,  and  the  medical  director  might  sat> 
isfy  himself  that  he  had  one  well  qualified  and  equipped  before  apjlbinting  him, 
and  he  was  given  the  power  to  dismiss  him  should  he  at  any  time  prove  un- 
worthy. The  medical  examiner  was  offered  a  fee  for  each  examination  ample 
to  compensate  him  for  a  thorough  examination,  and  in  the  end  the  company 
would  receive  the  reward  of  his  work.  Medical  directors  have  also  used  other 
means  of  discovering  the  habits  and  personal  history  of  the  applicants  which  it 
might  not  be  possible  for  the  local  examiner  to  ascertain  ;  and  this  has  meant  a 
better  class  of  risks  as  a  result ;  and  a  few  thousands  of  dollars  given  to  the 
medical  department  has  saved  many  thousands  every  year  in  death  claims. 

Then  the  medical  director  was  given  full  control  of  the  medical  department,  and 
his  decisions  were  final  and  not  questioned  by  the  president  or  any  other  depart- 
ment of  the  company.  The  medical  director  examines  into  the  prevailing  epidemics 
of  localities  and  all  other  facts  bearing  upon  the  company's  interest  He  has 
inspectors  who  carry  a  list  of  all  policy-holders  in  their  district,  and  they  keep 
him  fully  advised  of  their  condition  of  health  and  personal  habits,  and  whenever 
a  policy-holder  becomes  suspended  or  delinquent,  a  re-examination  (or  its  equiv- 
alent,  a  health  certificate,  made  out  by  the  medical  examiner  of  the  company) 
is  required.  So  that  the  medical  department  not  only  has  the  means  of  care- 
fully selecting  its  risks,  but  of  keeping  the  institution  purged  of  those  who  may 
become  unsafe. 

The  medical  director  spends  a  certain  part  of  his  time  every  year  visiting  dif- 
ferent sections  of  his  territory,  reorganizing  his  staff  of  examiners,  and  ascer- 
taining the  condition  of  the  membership.  All  death  losses  are  inspected  in  bis 
department,  and  every  means  placed  at  his  command  to  enable  him  to  unearth 
fraudulent  cases  and  prevent  the  paying  of  unjust  claims.  This  work  can  best 
be  done  by  a  competent  medical  officer,  as  he  knows  where  and  how  to  seek  for 
^information.  One  unjust  death  claim  paid,  or  one  unsafe  risk  allowed  admit- 
tance, will  cost  the  company  many  times  the  price  paid  for  preventing  it.  Now, 
what  does  the  discussion  of  the  two  medical  departments  mean  ?  That,  we  shall 
ask  the  question  :  Can  we  improve  our  medical  departmenu,  and  how  ?  I  would 
say  yes,  and  that,  with  a  scientific  system  of  medical  management  the  greatest 
benefit  will  accrue  to  all  Orders.  I  would  advise  this  means :  First,  select  the 
strongest  man  you  can  get  for  your  supreme  medical  officer,  one  who  is  thor- 
oughly informed  on  all  matters  that  may  be  required  of,  or  in  any  way  can  be 
connected  with,  the  medical  department  of  life  insurance.  Then  make  his  posi- 
tion permanent,  and  give  him  a  good  salary  so  that  he  can  safely  give  up  all 
other  business  and  devote  his  entire  time  and  energy  to  his  department.  Give 
him  full  control  of  the  department,  making  him  subordinate  to  no  one,  and  then 
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he  (fan  work  in  harmony  with  all.  He  can  study  his  work  and  profit  by  his 
stady  and  experience  and  give  the  Order  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge.  Under 
the  present  system  he  is  only  a  renter  in  the  premises,  and  any  improvement  he 
puts  into  the  property  be  may  lose  at  any  time  by  being  ordered  to  vacate 
on  short  notice.  On  tbe  other  hand,  he  would  be  a  joint  owner,  with  full  control 
and  situated  so  that  he  could  make  improvements  of  a  substantial  nature  and 
value  to  the  Order  as  well  as  to  himself.  Many  matters  now  attended  to  by  the 
chief  executive  officer  properly  belong  to  the  medical  department,  and  the  med- 
ical director  can  attend  to  them  to  a  much  better  advantage.  Too  much  is  now 
required  of  a  chief  executive,  of  which  he  should  be  relieved.  Whatever  other 
name  may  be  given  him,  he  is  only  the  president,  the  chief  executive  or  gen- 
eral manager.  So,  also,  the  supreme  secretary  is  chief  of  the  clerical  or  record- 
ing force,  and  the  treasurer  is  the  chief  of  the  finances.  Now  the  medical  de- 
partment is  really  the  true  scientific  department,  and  while  the  labor  in  his  office 
may  be  done  by  the  clerical  force,  it  must  be  dictated  by  a, professional  scientist, 
and  this  the  medical  director  must  be.  Our  secretaries  and  treasurers  are  paid 
handsome  salaries  for  handling  our  clerical  force,  our  books  and  our  finances. 
Our  Medical  Directors  may  not  be  paid  for  the  amount  of  labor  they  perform, 
but  for  professional  services,  the  value  of  which  is  so  often  underrated  and  paid 
for  as  wages. 

Reflect  upon  the  fact,  gentlemen,  of  your  chief  medical  officer  being  consid- 
ered subordinate,  and  his  services  classed  as  labor,  and  blush  with  indignation. 


METHOD  OF  REVIEWING   MEDICAL  BLANKS   BY  THE   MEDICAL 
DIRECTOR  AND  SOME  OF  THE  RESULTS. 

BY  J.    D.   YOUNG,    M.    D.,    SUPREME   MEDICAL  EXAMINER,    UNITED   ORDER  OP 
GOLDEN  CROSS. 

My  medical  blanks  contain  four'  pages.  On  receipt  of  these  blanks  from  a 
medical  examiner  I  first  examine  the  first  page  on  which  I  expect  to  find  the 
name  of  the  applicant,  age,  residence  and  occupation,  and  the  amount  of  benefit 
applied  for.  On  the  second  page  I  find  the  applicant's  personal  and  family  his- 
tory and  his  statement  as  to  his  past  and  present  physical  condition. 

I  then  come  to  the  third  page,  where  I  find  in  the  answers  to  the  questions  the 
medical  examiner's  report  of  the  physical  condition  of  the  applicants  as  he 
finds  it. 

If  the  applicant's  statement  of  his  condition  and  the  family  history  are  found 
correct  and  the  medical  examiner's  report  is  favorable,  the  application  is  ap- 
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proved,  and  the  work  of  medical  examiner  and  medical  director  ends  here. 
Except  in  rare  cases,  for  the  subordinate  organization  and  all  its  members  are 
content  when  applicant's  papers  are  approved. 

But  if  the  family  history  is  unsatisfactory,  or  if  the  medical  examiner  finds  the 
physical  condition  of  the  applicant  such  that  his  report  is  unfavorable,  then  the 
applicant's  paper  is  disapproved. 

Then  the  work  of  the  medical  director  commences  in  earnest.  The  officers  of 
the  subordinate  organization,  the  applicant  and  his  friends  commence  to  write 
letters  of  inquiry  or  complaint,  and  sometimes,  but  rarely,  the  medical  examiiter 
also  joins  with  the  others  in  the  general  complaint. 

The  applicant  claims  to  be  in  perfect  health,  or  as  a  rule  never  was  sick,  and 
never  had  a  physician  in  his  or  her  life,  is  very  much  astonished  that  his  paper 
should  be  disapproved.  The  officers  of  the  subordinate  association  with  one 
accord  denounce  the  medical  director  who  dares  to  disapprove  a  paper  of  an 
applicant  with  such  a  record,  declares  the  applicant's  physical  condition  perfect, 
family  history  without  a  flaw,  no  member  of  applicant's  family  ever  died  of  any 
disease,  all  deaths  occurring  in  family  caused  by  accident  or  results  of  war. 
Medical  examiner  stated  that  the  aforesaid  applicant  was  the  best  he  had  ex- 
amined for  a  long  series  of  years;  in  fact,  one  of  the  best  of  risks,  and  declares 
it  to  be  of  no  use  to  attempt  to  get  members  in  his  locality  if  such  persons  are 
rejected,  as  no  one  will  attempt  to  join  a  society  where  a  medical  director  rejects 
such  risks  as  the  applicant.  An  officer  of  a  grand  jurisdiction  once  wrote  that 
he  had  heard  of  applicanu  being  rejected  for  over-weight;  but  under-weight, 
never.  Another  officer  wrote  me  that  a  rejected  applicant  of  mine  had  joined 
several  other  organizations  and  several  insurance  companies  after  being  rejected 
by  me,  as  a  proof  of  my  inefficiency  in  rejecting  such  an  applicant.  I  remember 
one  instance  where  a  rejected  applicant  of  mine  placed  $30,000  insurance  on  bis 
life  in  a  few  days  after  his  application  was  disapproved  and  died  in  less  than  one 
year.  In  each  application  to  other  societies  he  denied  ever  having  applied  for 
insurance  in  any  other  society.  Then  I  might  multiply  cases. '  Every  medical 
director  is  familiar  with  the  complaints  and  knows  the  results  of  insurance  in 
other  societies  in  many  instances. 

As  a  rule  our  medical  examiners  are  honest,  conscientious  men,  and  perform 
their  duties  well,  but  there  are  those  who  intend  to  put  bad  risks  upon  the  asso- 
ciations and  insurance  companies.  When  we  have  such  an  examiner  we  are  at 
his  mercy  and  we  have  no  satisfactory  redress.  Some  medical  examiners  are 
criminally  careless  in  making  their  examinations. 

I  remember  once  in  making  an  examination  of  an  applicant  of  finding  organic 
disease  of  the  heart,  and  declined  to  recommend  the  risk.     In  a  few  days  I  was 
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surprised  to  find  my  man  a  member  of  a  sister  organization.  I  ascertained  the 
name  of  the  medical  examiner  and  sought  an  interview  with  him.  I  inquired  if 
he  examined  Mr.  S.  He  said  he  did.  And  you  recommend  him,  do  you  ?  *'  Oh, 
yes,  he  is  one  of  the  best  rislcs,  you  know.*'  No,  I  do  not  know,  I  said.  Did 
you  examine  his  heart  ?  ''  No,  I  did  not.  You  know  I  have  known  him  inti- 
mately about  town  for  twenty  years  and  he  looks  the  picture  of  health."  Did 
you  examine  the  pulse  ?  *'  No,  I  did  not.  The  fact  is,  he  sat  down  behind  the 
table  (pointing  to  his  office  desk)  and  I  sat  on  the  other  side.  I  read  the  ques- 
tions and  he  gave  me  the  answers.  I  did  not  touch  him  ;  he  told  me  what  the 
number  of  his  pulse  beat  was,  also  the  number  of  respirations  per  minute  and 
put  it  down,  as  I  had  known  him  so  well,  you  know.*' 

I  said  to  him,  your  applicant  has  organic  disease  of  the  heart  and  is  liable  to 
drop  dead  at  any  moment.  '*  Why,  you  astonish  me,"  he  said.  *'  I  supposed  him 
in  perfect  health."  That  applicant  died  in  a  moment  not  more  than  six  months 
after  that  pretended  examination. 

Now,  the  fact  remains  that  we  have  too  many  such  examinations  and  some 
such  examiners  in  most  of  our  organizations.  The  above  medical  examiner 
stands  high  in  his  community  as  a  medical  man,  where  he  has  practiced  forty, 
years  or  more,  and  I  have  known  of  several  of  his  examinations  where  he 
recommended  applicants  well  advanced  with  pulmonary  consumption. 

Now,  as  I  have  said  before,  the  most  of  our  medical  examiners  are  good  and 
true  and  their  examinations  are  to  be  relied  upon.  But  I  always  have  some 
about  whose  examinations  I  feel  in  doubt.  While  not  being  sure  that  they  are 
dishonest,  as  I  review  their  papers  I  always  feel  like  saying,  I  wish  I  knew 
whether  this  examination  was  honestly  made.  When  I  am  sure  of  dishonesty, 
then  I  have  the  remedy,  but  it  is  those  cases  where  we  do  not  know  that  we  are 
so  apt  to  get  poor  risks  before  we  know  we  have  a  dishonest  medical  examiner. 
Could  we  always  know  that  both  medical  examiner  and  applicant  are  honest,  how 
much  easier  would  our  task  be,  and  the  death  rate  of  associations  would  also  be 
much  less.  Could  we  always  know  that,  when  a  medical  examiner  answered  yes  to 
certain  questions,  he  meant  just  what  he  said,  but  I  often  meet  medical  examin- 
ers who  say,  **  I  recommended  knowing  you  would  disapprove.*'  Some  medical 
examiners  always  recommend  all  they  examine  regardless  of  the  physical  condi- 
tion of  the  applicant.  Others  do  not  seem  to  have  any  medico-insurance 
knowledge  and  decline  all  advances  of  the  medical  director  to  induce  them  to 
obtain  any.  They  become  angry  at  once  and  snarl  back  with  indignant  scorn 
any  offered  information.  I  once  had  a  medical  examiner  who  invariably  found 
the  pulse  the  same  whether  the  applicant  were  standing  or  sitting.  When  his 
attention  was  called  to  the  fact  he  at  once  resigned  the  position  of  medical  ex- 
aminer, remarking,  if  he  did  not  know  how  to  count  the  pulse  he  would  examine 
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no  more.  I  did  not  object  to  his  resignation.  It  seems  to  me  that  carelessness 
rather  than  ignorance  is  what  we  have  to  contend  with  in  medical  .examiners 
who  think  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  answer  the  questions  on  the  medical  blank, 
and  sometimes  it  seems  as  though  they  try  to  answer  in  the  most  unintelligible 
manner  possible.     But  fortunately  there  are  few  such. 

Another  class  of  cases  with  which  fraternities  have  to  contend  are  those 
where  applicant  and  physician,  and  sometimes  officers  in  the  subordinate  associ- 
ations, combine  to  swindle  the  ass9ciations  by  putting  bad  risks  into  an  Order, 
and  the  medical  director  is  powerless  to  prevent  it.  I  am  familiar  with  one 
where  an  applicant  was  put  into  a  fraternal  organization  whilst  in  bed  and  in  the 
last  stages  of  consumption.  This,  of  course,  was  done  by  an  arrangement 
between  the  medical  examiner  and  officers  of  a  subordinate  association,  and  was 
a  success  so  far  as  drawing  the  death  benefit  was  concerned,  but  came  to  light 
at  last,  for  the  thieves  could  not  agree  when  they  came  to  divide  the  spoils. 

I  am  familiar  with  another  case  where  a  man  married  three  women,  all  far 
advanced  with  consumption.  On  two  of  them  he  drew  a  death  benefit,  and  in 
the  meantime  he  died  himself  and  drew  his  own  death  benefit,  and  finally,  when 
the  third  died,  he  came  to  grief  before  the  death  benefit  on  the  third  had  been 
paid.  I  am  satisfied  many  persons  gain  admission  to  our  associations  and  insur- 
ance companies  through  misrepresentation..  They  learn  just  how  to  answer 
questions  and  are  enabled  to  elude  the  medical  examiner  and  then  deceive  the 
association.  I  remember  one  instance  where  a  man  applied  to  my  association 
and  was  rejected  by  me.  He  came  to  my  office  for  a  personal  interview.  He 
stated  in  his  application  that  he  was  kicked  by  a  horse  twenty  years  previously, 
but  had  no  trouble  at  the  time  of  examination  from  it.  I  found  a  tumor  near  the 
lower  part  of  the  sturnum  which  was  very  tender  on  pressure,  yet  he  claimed  k 
did  not  and  had  not  troubled  him  for  years.  I  informed  him  I  could  not  approve 
his  paper.  Some  three  months  later  he  came  to  me  with  a  pension  blank,  such 
as  are  used  in  procuring  pensions  from  the  Government.  In  it  he  claimed  that 
he  had  not  been  able  to  perform  manual  labor  half  the  time  during  the  last 
twenty  years.  Some  people  seem  to  think  that  fraternities  are  legitimate  fields 
for  plunder,  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  M.  R.  Brown  :  Had  I  presented  a  paper  on  this  subject 
it  would  have  been  identical  with  that  read  by  Dr.  Young,  my 
experiences  having  been  similar  to  his.  There  are,  as  stated  by 
Dr.  Young,  a  large  number  of  good,  conscientious  medical 
examiners,  and  unfortunately  there  are  others  who  are  either 
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not  competent  to  examine  or  who  are  not  honest  in  their  work. 
These  are  met  with  in  large  cities  as  often  as  they  are  in  the 
small  towns,  and  it  is  a  problem  how  to  deal  with  them.  Of 
course,  when  we  discover  unreliable  examiners  their  commissions 
are  revoked,  but  the  difficulty  is  to  formulate  a  plan  whereby  we 
can  discover  them.  The  difficulty  would  in  a  measure  be  over- 
come by  such  method  as  has  been  suggested  in  both  of  the 
papers,  that  is,  paying  the  medical  director  a  salary  sufficient  to 
enable  him  to  give  his  entire  time  to  the  work.  Of  course,  this 
involves  an  expense  which  the  Fraternal  Orders  do  not  care  to 
undertake.  Therefore  we  must  look  to  securing  the  best  men 
for  subordinate  examiners,  and  this  can  be  done  only  by  paying 
them  a  sum  sufficient  to  properly  compensate  them  for  the  work. 
Nor  must  we  permit  cut  rate  examinations,  as  the  better  class  of 
examiners  will  not  enter  into  the  competition.  A  man  will 
make  an  examination  for  nothing  and  do  it  well  if  he  does  it  of 
his  own  free  will,  but  the  same  man  would  slight  the  work  if 
compelled  to  do  it  for  a  small  fee.  It  is  the  carefully  made 
examinations  that  will  keep  down  the  assessments,  and  if  cheap 
work  is  solicited  and  done,  we  must  expect  our  assessments  to 
increase  and  premiums  to  be  high. 

Dr.  Weaver:  One  of  the  difficulties  pointed  out  in  Dr. 
Young's  paper  is,  I  think,  easily  surmounted  by  having  an  iron- 
clad rule,  such  as  I  have  in  the  Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows, 
which  is  that  with  each  rejection  there  is  sent  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Assembly  a  notice  that  no  attention  whatever  will  be  paid  to 
any  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  rejections,  as  it  is  not  considered 
in  the  interest  of  the  society  that  such  notice  should  be  taken. 
I  have  no  recollection  of  any  complaints  following  rejection  of  a 
candidate  during  the  past  two  or  three  years. 

Dr.  Bates  :  Dr.  Weaver's  experience  is  certainly  phenomenal. 
We  have  exactly  the  same  rule  in  our  organization,  and  yet  our 
experience  is  quite  the  contrary  of  his.  It  is  nothing  unusual 
for  them  to  inquire  concerning  the  cause  of  a  rejection,  and 
reference  to  the  law  has  not  obviated  any  correspondence.     In 
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regard  to  this  question  I  think  that  possibly  the  recommendation 
of  Dr.  Craig  is  good  ;  that  is,  the  salary ing  of  the  medical 
director  so  that  he  can  have  efficient  control  of  the  medical 
examiners.  As  things  are  at  present,  we  know  nothing  at  all 
about  the  character  of  the  examiners  until  we  have  found  bad 
risks  or  their  papers  indicate  carelessness.  In  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  fee,  that  is  a  matter  over  which  medical  directors 
have  no  control  whatever.  I  believe  the  examiner  should  get  a 
sufficient  fee.  A  50  cent  examination  is  not  worth  two  cents. 
To  perform  the  examination  as  we  require  them  to  be  performed 
is  worth  the  fee  allowed  by  the  regular  life  insurance  companies. 
There  is  no  reason  under  heaven  why  an  examination  worth  $5 
to  a  life  insurance  company  should  not  be  worth  $2  to  a  Frater- 
nal Order. 

Dr.  White  :  I  have  listened  to  Dr.  Craig's  paper  with  a  good 
deal  of  interest.  My  experience  with  fraternal  and  old  line 
insurance  companies  is  that  we  have  just  about  as  good  exam- 
inations in  fraternal  organizations  as  we  have  in  old  line  com- 
panies. I  had  just  such  an  experience  as  Dr.  Young  relates.  I 
had  twenty-eight  applications  sent  to  me  at  one  time  in  which 
the  doctor  had  the  pulse  at  72,  sitting  and  standing,  in  every 
instance.  He  gave  the  same  specific  gravity  in  every  instance. 
I  wrote  to  him  that  it  was  the  most  remarkable  series  of  cases  I 
had  ever  struck  in  my  life,  and  I  was  rather  inclined  to  doubt 
whether  he  had  examined  these  pulses  or  not.  He  wrote  back  to 
me  that  he  was  examiner  for  the  New  York  Life  and  for  one  or 
two  other  old  line  companies  which  he  mentioned,  and  he  had 
never  before  had  his  examinations  questioned.  My  personal 
experience  with  the  examiners  of  old  line  companies  is  that  they 
are  just  as  careless  as  examiners  for  fraternal  companies.  I  am 
examiner  for  a  number  of  old  line  companies  myself.  If  a  man 
is  an  honest  examiner,  he  will  take  just  as  much  pains  with  a 
fraternal  examination  as  with  another.  If  he  is  a  dishonest 
examiner,  he  will  do  bad  work  for  both  of  them.     I  think  that 
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bad  examinations  in  the  most  instances  are  due  to  carelessness^ 
while  in  some  cases  they  are  due  to  absolute  ignorance. 

Dr  Christian  :  I  judge  from  what  I  have  heard  from  the 
various  members  of  this  section  that  we  all  have  had  about  the 
same  experience.  In  fact,  we  have  in  many  cases  the  same 
doctors  examining  for  different  Orders.  We  find  the  same 
tricks  in  people  trying  to  get  in,  the  same  story  of  the  man  who 
has  nothing  the  matter  with  him  although  drawing  a  pension. 
I  do  not  believe  that  generally  we  have  ignorant  or  dishonor- 
able examiners.  The  medical  profession  is  generally  composed 
of  honorable  gentlemen.  One  trouble  is  that  through  sympathy 
for  the  applicant  the  medical  examiner  in  many  cases  allows 
his  wish  to  be  the  father  of  his  thought.  He  believes  too 
readily  what  the  patient  tells  him.  He  starts  out  with  the  hope 
that  his  applicant  will  be  able  to  pass  an  examination,  and 
lends  a  too  willing  ear  to  what  the  applicant  says.  I  would 
rather  have  an  intelligent  medical  examiner  just  give  me  the 
facts  about  an  applicant  as  he  finds  them  and  not  tell  me  any- 
thing of  what  he  thinks  of  the  future.  I  pay  no  attention  to 
the  last  question,  "  Do  you  recommend  the  risk  ?  "  Doctors  will 
sometimes  recommend  a  risk  knowing  that  the  applicant  will  be 
turned  down.  He  prefers  to  throw  the  responsibility  on  the 
medical  director  in  order  to  avoid  the  complaints  of  the  man's 
friends  for  turning  him  down.  Dr.  Craig's  paper  is  a  good  one. 
I  believe  with  him  that  reform  in  this  matter  must  start  at  the 
head.  A  medical  director  ought  to  be  so  firmly  situated  in  his 
position  that  he  could  absolutely  control  his  department  with- 
out fear  of  the  consequences,  without  any  thought  as  to 
whether  he  will  make  or  lose  friends.  Some  of  these  Orders 
meet  once  a  year  and  elect  a  medical  director  every  year. 

Much  trouble  is  due  to  organizers.  Some  of  them  get  the 
youngest  doctors  they  can  find.  They  tell  him  not  to  be  too 
particular,  as  they  don't  mind  losing  a  man  or  two  in  a  new 
lodge  in  order  to  advertise  the  Order.  I  write  to  the  doctor  to 
work  independently    of  the  organizer,  and  to  go  only  by  in- 
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structions  sent  from  the  medical  director's  oflfice.     That  in  a 
measure  overcomes  the  difficulty. 

As  to  turning  a  man  down  and  not  hearing  of  it  afterwards,  I 
envy  th'e  experience  of  Dr.  Weaver.  I  used  to  send  word  every 
time  why  a  man  was  turned  down.  That  gave  me  any  amount 
of  trouble,  and  I  stopped  it.  Then  I  got  the  Supreme  Conclave 
to  give  us  a  law  permitting  the  medical  director  to  answer  or 
not  as  he  pleased  to  the  lodge  who  examined  the  candidate,  or 
to  anybody  else  who  should  ask  any  questions.  That  had  very 
little  effect.  If  the  medical  director  were  permanent  in  his 
position  and  had  entire  control  of  the  medical  department,  he 
could  do  better  work  in  investigating  crooked  organizers.  As 
an  Order  gets  strong  enough  to  require  all  his  time,  it  should 
pay  him  a  sufficient  salary  to  enable  him  to  give  up  his  practice 
entirely.  If  the  organizers  know  that  the  medical  examiner's 
position  is  a  fixed  one,  and  that  he  is  only  responsible  to  the 
laws  made  by  the  Order,  much  of  the  trouble  with  the  organ- 
izers would  vanish. 

The  doctor  ought  to  be  well  paid  for  his  work,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  even  if  we  paid  $5  for  an  examination  that  we  would 
avoid  getting  some  of  our  weakest  examiners.  We  have  to  de- 
pend to  some  extent  upon  the  organizer  to  get  the  doctor  in. 

If  the  medical  directors  had  better  control  and  longer  lease 
on  the  office,  I  believe  things  could  be  brought  to  the  point 
where  we  could  pay  examiners  better  fees  and  have  them  do 
better  work. 

Dr.  Shields  :  I  think  the  great  trouble  that  underlies  all 
these  examinations  is  not  the  doctrine  of  total  depravity,  but 
the  well  known  fact  that  all  men  if  they  were  created  honest  do 
not  remain  so.  We  have  dishonest  doctors  as  well  as  dishonest 
men  in  other  lines.  The  only  remedy,  of  course,  that  can  prevent 
bad  examinations  and  bad  risks  getting  into  the  Order  is  strict 
supervision,  and  the  lines  laid  down  by  Dr.  Craig  are  certainly 
such,  if  they  could  be  adopted,  as  would  undoubtedly  be  of  great 
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benefit  to  the  organization  that  would  adopt  them.  Unfortu- 
nately in  a  fraternal  beneficial  organization  we  have  what  is 
known  as  a  popular  or  democratic  form  of  government,  and  sen- 
timent is  just  as  likely  to  control  elections  as  logic  and  good 
judgment.  Therefore  we  cannot  look  for  the  same  discrimina- 
tion in  those  organizations  that  we  would  find  in  a  strictly  busi- 
ness  organization^  with  officers  that  are  perpetual  and  who  cre- 
ate bureaus  that  are  perpetual  and  are  headed  by  the  best  talent 
that  money  will  buy.  The  great  success  of  fraternal  benefi- 
cial organizations  must  always  depend  on  the  theory  that  the 
individual  who  joins  such  an  organization  does  not  pay  in  cash 
the  value  of  his  insurance.  He  must  pay  part  of  it  in  cash  and 
the  rest  in  work,  and  if  we  fail  in  advancing  our  local  member- 
ship then  no  fraternal  beneficial  organization  can  exist.  If 
we  depend  entirely  upon  the  gaining  of  members  by  paid  agents 
we  will  find  that  the  organization  cannot  be  made  a  success. 
We  must  have  the  work  of  the  members  of  the  lodges  tha  t  compose 
the  organization.  Now  these  being  the  conditions  in  the  bodies 
we  represent,  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  control  any  department 
with  the  same  iron  hand  that  could  be  done  in  a  purely  financial 
institution.  I  believe  that  we  have  just  as  many  honest  medical 
examiners  as  the  old  line  insurance  companies  in  subordinate  posi- 
tions, and  that  their  examinations  are  just  about  as  thorough  as 
those  made  by  the  old  line  physicians.  One  great  trouble  is  that 
our  organizers  in  wanting  to  fill  out  their  charter  list,  which 
lacks  perhaps  two  or  three  of  the  desired  number,  will  take  in 
doubtful  materia],  and  then  another  trouble  is  that  individuals 
who  belong  to  the  organizations  are  anxious  to  take  in  Mr.  so 
and  so  because  his  family  is  a  nice  one,  and  he  is  likely  to  die  in 
a  short  time.  This  is  charitable,  of  course,  but  detrimental  to 
the  organization  in  general.  I  think  a  great  deal  of  the  trouble 
of  medical  examiners  and  organizers  come  from  being  too 
charitable  to  those  who  are  not  up  to  the  standard  and  are  likely 
to  die,  and  they  want  to  protect  the  family.  We  have  got  to 
educate  the  people  that  there  are  two  sides  to  a  fraternal  benev- 
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olent  organization,  and  that  the  admittance  of  members  into 
the  organization  is  strictly  business,  and  after  they  get  into  the 
organization  then  it  must  be  wholly  and  strictly  fraternal. 
The  fraternity  that  we  exhibit  must  be  to  our  membership  and 
not  to  the  outsider  who  is  seeking  membership.  Of  course,  if 
we  could  get  the  heads  of  these  organizations  well  paid  and 
devote  their  whole  time  we  would  get  better  work  and  wouid 
undoubtedly  save  many  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  fraternal 
benevolent  organizations  of  the  country. 

It  is  the  desire  of  many  of  our  Orders  to  make  a  rapid  growth, 
and  this  desire  is  as  detrimental  to  the  Order  as  any  one  thing 
that  we  have.  If  you  first  take  in  a  thousand  men,  and  then 
keep  up  a  gradual  growth  each  year,  you  will  have  a  stronger 
organization  than  if  you  get  in  a  larger  number  of  members  by 
extraordinary  efiforts.  Extraordinary  efif or ts  will  always  produce 
laxness  of  conduct,  and  in  that  way  we  are  certain  to  get  in  un- 
desirable risks.  The  giving  of  prizes,  the  competition  of  cities 
and  all  those  things  that  go  to  induce  active  hustling  work  has 
more  or  less  detrimental  effect  upoii  the  Order.  We  recognize 
the  fact  that  assessment  beneficial  organizations  must  increase 
their  membership,  and  without  such  increase  they  cannot  live, 
but  we  should  also  recognize  the  fact  that  an  inordinate  desire 
for  anything  nearly  always  oversteps  itself  and  produces  unde- 
sirable results.  I  think  the  medical  department  is  not  more  to 
blame  than  the  organizing  department  in  these  fraternal 
organizations. 

Dr.  J,  F.  Martenet  :  It  seems  to  me  that  very  much  of  what 
has  been  said  is  a  series  of  grievances  with  very  little  to  bright- 
en them.  I  fortunately  have  the  honor  of  representing  an  or- 
ganization in  which  we  have  much  more  comfort  than  seems  to 
be  the  privilege  of  most  of  those  who  have  spoken.  We  felt, 
some  years  ago,  that  the  only  way  to  control  the  condition  of 
the  Order  was  to  give  the  medical  examiner  entire  control  of 
everything  physical  about  the  Order,  and  to  throw  upon  him 
the  responsibility  of   its  physical  care.     In  doing  that  we  felt 
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that  we  abolished  the  opportunities  of  shifting  and  shirking 
responsibility,  and  apologizing  and  excusing  ourselves  for  not 
doing  what  should  have  been  done,  and  that  thereby  we  could 
better  trace  troubles  to  their  fountain  head.  In  the  first  place 
we  felt  that  we  should  give  the  Supreme  Medical  Examiner  the 
entire  control  and  appointment  of  local  medical  examiners,  with 
power  at  any  time  he  saw  fit  to  recall  the  commission  of  a  local 
medical  examiner  whom  he  considered  incompetent.  We  re- 
lieve him  of  all  of  the  obligation  and  courtesy  that  a  great  many 
Supreme  Examiners  felt  towards  the  individuals,  or  the  subor- 
dinate lodges  or  grand  lodges  of  the  Order.  By  doing  so  we 
felt  that  we  were  overcoming  a  great  fault,  and  one  that  is  the 
subject  of  the  talk  this  evening.  We  concluded  also  that  the 
only  way  to  get  competent  men  to  examine  for  us  was  to  pay 
them  a  sufficient  fee.  Most  of  you  have  said  that  if  a  man 
would  examine  at  all,  he  ought  to  be  honest  enough  to  examine 
for  a  dollar.  We  do  not  feel  that  way  about  it.  We  felt  that  if 
a  man  was  competent  at  all  to  maike  a  proper  examination,  he 
could  not  be  askd  to  take  the  time  for  a  fee  of  one  dollar.  You 
will  find  men  who  will  undertake  the  work  for  the  fee  men- 
tioned, but,  as  a  rule,  they  are  not  professionally  busy,  and  have 
not  had  the  necessary  experience  to  tell  what  is  a  good  risk 
and  what  is  not. 

My  experience  has  been  that  if  you  maintain  secrecy  and  in- 
dependence you  will  not  have  fault-finding  over  rejections.  I 
do  not  tell  subordinates  what  are  the  objections  to  an  applicant. 

Regarding  the  trouble  with  organizers  spoken  of  by  Dr. 
Christian,  if  you  start  out  to  do  business  on  a  cheap  plan  and 
pay  men  cheap  wages,  you  will  have  cheap  work  done.  It  is 
better  not  to  attempt  to  do  business  at  all  than  to  employ  men 
in  whom  you  have  not  the  fullest  confidence.  The  Orders  had 
better  pay  good  fees  and  limit  the  number  of  examiners.  Do 
not  let  the  lodges  recommend  the  local  examiners.  I  appoint 
the  examiner  geographically,  and  not  with  reference  to  the 
lodge  to  which  they  belong. 
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Dr.  Grosvenor:  The  first  paper  gives  a  very  complete  idea 
of  the  many  difficulties  which  we  are  called  upon  to  solve  in 
our  attempts  to  build  up  beneficial  organizations.  The  second 
paper  was  a  very  clear,  photographic  view  of  the  work  which 
the  Supreme  Medical  Officer  beholds  every  day  of  his  life  as  he 
reviews  applications. 

We  not  only  lose  from  the  inefficiency  of  our  medical  exam- 
iners because  they  approve  applications  that  they  ought  not  to, 
but  because  they  reject  such  an  application  as  they  ought  to 
recommend.  This  may  not  be  often  the  case,  but  it  occurs.  A 
medical  examiner  will  be  called  upon  to  examine  a  person  with 
whom  he  is  not  upon  very  friendly  terms,  and,  on  account  of 
personal  pique,  he  rejects  him,  notwithstanding  the  examination 
paper  shows  that  he  is  a  fairly  good  risk.  This  should  be  taken 
into  consideration  whenever  we  select  our  local  examiner.  As 
has  been  said  here,  we  sufifer  seriously  because  of  the  lack  of 
conscience  in  the  local  medical  examiner,  and  if  there  is  any 
possible  way  in  which  we  can  make  his  conscience  more  lively 
and  more  sensitive,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  know  what  that 
way  is. 


MORTALITY   IN   WAR. 

BY  O.  MILLARD,  M.  D  ,  SUPREME   MEDICAL  EXAMINER   KNIGHTS  OF  THE 
LOYAL   GUARDS. 

The  dark  clouds  of  a  cruel  war  having  just  passed  away,  the  suoshiae  of 
peace  now  comes  to  remind  us  that  the  mortality  of  war,  from  direct  and 
indirect  causes,  far  exceeds  that  of  civic  life,  and  also  impresses  upon  our  miods 
the  fact  that  as  yet  but  very  little  has  been  compiled  relating  to  this  subject— one 
that  is  of  so  much  interest  to  us  as  protectors  of  the  home  and  fireside,  both 
from  a  humanitarian  and  financial  standpoint. 

For  a  father  to  insure  hit  life  for  the  benefit  of  those  he  loves  discloses  bis 
true  character.  After  having  provided  for  his  loved  ones  as  best  he  can.  he  is  still 
desirous  of  making  a  home  for  them  that  shall  be  protected  by  the  strong  arm  of 
governmental  authority,  that  will  protect  the  pittance  that  he  has  left  them  in  the 
shape  of  insurance ;  also  to  fulfill  all  the  duties  that  he  owes  to  society,  family 
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and  friends,  he  puts  on  his  armor  and  goes  forth  in  battle  array  to  protect  all 
that  he  loves  roost  dearly,  but  at  a  great  risk  of  his  life,  both  from  shot  and 
disease. 

How  much  we  are  indebted  to  this  class  of  men  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
literature  of  many  lands  is  rich  with  the  tributes,  of  gratitude,  admiration  and 
love,  that  have  been  bestowed  upon  the  soldiers  who  have  manfully  protected  not 
only  the  home  and  fireside,  but  their  country  as  well. 

In  such  we  find  the  estimates  of  greatness,  the  deeds  of  lives  that  challenge 
praise  and  thrill  the  hearts  of  men ;  and  he  who  lives  for  those  he  loves,  when 
in  the  presence  of  death,  judges  as  he  would  be  judged. 

He  knows  that  men  are  only  fragments,  that  the  greatest  walk  in  the  shadow, 
and  that  faults  and  failures  mingle  with  the  lives  of  all. 

Effort  is  the  mainspring  of  success  ;  and  we,  as  representatives  of  one  of  the 
greatest  human  blessings  known  to  man,  should  we  not  make  an  honest,  earnest 
effort  to  reduce  the  uncertain  mortality  of  war  to  a  scientific  basis,  and  thus  enable 
our  brothers  to  extend  the  strong  arm  of  protection  to  the  families  of  those  who 
are  kind  enough  to  try  to  protect,  not  only  their  own  families,  but  ours  as  well  ? 

We  are  aware  that  the  equation  of  war  contains  so  many  unknown  quantities 
that  no  exact  figures  can  be  made  from  past  statistics  as  to  the  mortality  likely 
to  prevail  in  any  campaign.  The  climate,  the  period  of  the  year,  the  composi- 
tion and  resources  of  both  armies,  the  organization  of  the  medical  staff,  the  care 
of  the  wounded  and  sick,  and  whether  the  war  be  a  naval  or  military  one,  or 
both,  together  with  the  efficiency  of  the  commanding  officers,  are  but  few  of  the 
unknown  quantities  in  real  warfare. 

The  science  of  war  changes  so  rapidly,  the  chemistry  of  high  explosives 
to-day  is  obsolete  molecular  arrangement  to-morrow ;  the  guns  that  withstood 
the  powder  of  yesterday  are  useless  to-day.  One  thing  is  fixed,  one  fact  so  far 
has  remained,  to  remind  us  that  disease  kills  many  times  the  number  that  are 
otherwise  destroyed ;  hence  the  one  thing  most  needful  in  war  is  sanitary  pre- 
cautions and  more  germ-destroying  machinery. 

The  nineteen  warships  and  other  craft  belonging  to  the  Spanish  nation  and 
destroyed  at  Manila  and  Santiago  in  the  space  of  about  three  hours  by  our 
navy  is  the  wonder  of  the  world. 

In  Dewey's  great  fight  at  Manila  not  a  man  in  the  American  navy  was  killed 
and  only  nine  men  slightly  wounded^  all  of  which  returned  lo  duty.  In  the 
naval  battle  of  Santiago  one  American  was  killed  and  eleven  wounded,  the  sum 
total  of  the  casualties,  all  told,  amounting  to  twenty-one  men,  and  a  loss  to 
Spain  of  millions  of  dollars  in  battle  ships,  600  killed  and  wounded. 
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Our  oavy  department  has  figured  up  our  naval  losses  during  the  Spanish- 
American  War,  and  it  was  found  that  seven  sailors  were  killed,  and  that  eighty- 
four  casualties,  all  told,  was  the  total  loss  of  the  United  States  Navy  during 
this  war.  This  does  not  include  the  losses  sustained  from  thermic  fevers  and 
germ  diseases,  that  killed  so  many  of  our  soldiers  during  this  last  campaign. 
As  yet,  we  have  no  exact  account  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  direct  and  indi- 
rect causes. 

Our  own  army  surely  felt  the  need  of  more  and  better  medical  supervision, 
and  had  we  been  better  provided  for  in  this  department,  our  death  rate  to^uU 
have  been  much  reduced. 

Our  experience  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  extending  from  May,  1861,  to 

June  80,  1865,  shows  the  total  number  of  men  called  to  arms  by  the  United 

Sutes  between  these  dates  to  be  2.759,049,  of  whom  2,656.053  were  actually 

embodied  in  the  Union  army,  and  that  during  that  time  there  occurred  304,369 

deaths,  distributed  as  follows  :* 

p«»»i.»  White  Colored  X/^r.! 

Regulars.        Volunteer..       Volunteers.  ^**^ 

Killed  in  battle 1,355  41,369  1,514  44,338 

Died  of  wounds  and  injuries 1, 174  46.271  1,760  49,905 

Suicide,  homicide  and  executions  ...      27  442  57  526 

Died  of  disease 3,009  153,995  29,212  186,216 

Unknown  causes 159  23.188  837  24,184 

Total  5,724         265,265         33,380         304,369 

If  we  divide  the  2,656,053,  the  number  of  men  who  were  actually  under 
arms,  by  the  304,369  deaths,  we  get  a  death-rate  of  the  entire  war  period  of  only 
8.7  per  cent.;  and  this  divided  by  four  years  of  war  makes  the  astonishingly 
low  death-rate  per  annum  of  2.175  per  cent. 

The  following  compiled  table  shows  about  what  has  been  the  mortality  rate 
in  some  of  the  most  important  war  campaigns : 

Campaign  and  Date.  Annual  Rmte^of  Mortality 

War  of  the  Rebellion,  U.  S.,  from  1861  to  1866 2.175 

France,  in  the  Crimean  War        of  1855 10  3 

France,  in  the  Campaign  of  1859 5.6 

Italy,  in  the  Campaign  of  1859 5.5 

Austria,  in  the  Campaign  of  1859 4.7 

Prussia,  in  the  Campaign  of  1864 4.0 

Bavaria,  in  the  Campaign  of  1866 3.4 

Austria,  in  the  Campaign  of  1866 5.6 

♦  Vol.  1,  M.  &  S.,  H.  of  the  W.  of  the  R. 
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The  climatic  changes  in  the  Crimean  War  account  for  the  high  death-rate,  as 
the  French  soldiers,  being  unaccustomed  to  a  cold  and  rigorous  climate,  died 
largely  from  exposure,  while  the  Americans  from  the  Northern  States,  not  being 
used  to  the  high  temperature  of  Cuba,  were  stricken  down  by  the  heat  of  a 
tropical  sun. 

Herr  Rudolph  Klany,  actuary  of  the  Janus  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Vienna,  declares  that  the  average  war  mortality  is  4^  per  cent,  while  our  data 
would  increase  the  hazard  to  5.1  per  cent. 

If  we  take  a  risk  at  thirty  years  the  expectancy  would  be,  according  to  the 
Carlisle  tables,  thirty-four  years  ;  and  if  we  multiply  this  expectancy  by  5.1.  it 
would  increase  the  mortality  nearly  seventy-five  per  cent. 

Inasmuch  as  we  have  nearly  doubled  our  hazard  in  time  of  war,  it  follows 
that  if  we  would  double  the  rate  of  assessment  for  those  who  are  in  actual  ser- 
vice, that,  as  a  fraternal  proposition,  it  would  be  safe  to  carry  war  risks  by  col- 
lecting just  twice  as  much  from  soldiers  as  from  civilians. 

The  after-efifects  of  the  exposure  of  the  soldier  in  making  him  prematurely 
old  still  further  increases  his  risk,  so  that,  long  after  he  has  ceased  to  be  a  sol- 
dier,  the  society  that  carries  his  risk  is  subjected  to  an  increased  death-rate  in 
this  class  of  risks. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr.  Shields  :  This  is  a  very  excellent  paper,  and  we  can  all 
agree  with  it.  The  Order  which  I  represent  here  happened  to 
be  in  their  annual  session  last  June,  and  in  examining  into  this 
question  we  became  satisfied  that  so  long  as  we  were  only  levy- 
ing sufficient  assessments  to  protect  our  beneficiaries  under  nor- 
mal conditions,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  some  other 
fund  for  the  purpose  of  paying  these  extraordinary  deaths,  and 
we,  at  that  session,  provided  for  and  have  called  an  extra  assess- 
ment on  all  of  our  members  as  a  contribution  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  these  extraordinary  deaths  that  would  occur  from  the 
hazards  of  war.  We  recognized  the  fact  that  we  are  only  levy- 
ing a  sufficient  number  of  assessments  to  protect  our  benefici- 
aries under  conditions  of  peace,  and  if  the  war  had  continued, 
as  a  great  many  expected,  from  six  months  to  two  years,  there 
would  certainly  have  been  quite  a  call  on  the  fraternal  benevo- 
lent organizations  throughout  the  country.     We  had  one  regi- 
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ment  that  went  to  Manila  from  Portland,  Oregon,  that  had  be- 
tween thirty-five  and  forty  members  of  our  Order.  If  the  death 
rate  is  as  high  among  the  Americans  as  among  the  Spanish  sol- 
diers, the  chances  are  that  we  will  lose  a  good  many  of  these 
members  before  they  get  back  to  this  country.  It  is  very  fortu- 
nate for  us  as  well  as  for  the  nation  that  the  war  was  so  speed- 
ily ended.  The  precautions  we  have  taken  will  not  have  to  be 
used  to  any  great  extent,  I  hope. 


REPORTS    TO   THE   CONGRESS. 

During  the  sittings  of  the  Medical  Section  the  following  ac- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  chairman  and  secretary  directed  to  cer- 
tify the  same  to  the  National  Fraternal  Congress : 

To  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

At  the  session  of  the  Medical  Section  of  the  Congress  held  on  this  date  the 
following  extract  from  the  report  of  the  President  was  read  : 

**  As  the  Medical  Section  of  this  Congress  will  make  an  extended  report  at 
this  session,  I  refrain  from  any  mention  of  it  other  than  to  say  that  we  cannot 
too  fully  recognize  the  value  we  derive  from  the  intense  zeal  and  intelligent 
labors  of  this  section.  Each  year  its  actions  are  of  more  importance,  and  as  so 
little  time  can  be  allotted  to  it  under  the  custom  of  having  sessions  of  but  three 
or  at  most  four  days,  it  might  render  the  section  still  more  valuable  if  it  could 
be  so  managed  that  it  should  meet  one  day  in  advance  of  the  Congress,  because, 
as  it  now  is,  we  are  deprived  of  their  presence  and  service  in  the  Congress  for  at 
least  half  the  session,  and  they  likewise  are  deprived  of  their  right  to  be  present 
and  take  part  in  all  our  deliberations." 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  Shields,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted:  ''That  we  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  President  and  request 
the  National  Fraternal  Congress  to  so  amend  its  laws  as  to  call  a  meeting  of  this 
section  one  day  in  advance  of  the  regular  section  of  the  Congress.'* 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  McCoLLOM,  M.  D., 
O.  Millard,  Chairman, 

Secretary, 
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GENERAL   REPORT    TO   THE   CONGRESS. 

Baltimore,  November  17,  1898. 
TV  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  : 

Your  Medical  Section  has  concluded  its  session  and  reports  to  you  as  follows  : 

We  have  bad  before  us  several  interesting  papers  of  vital  importance  to  the 
Medical  Departments  of  the  various  Fraternal  Benevolent  Societies  represented 
in  this  Congress.  The  discussions  on  the  same  have  been  free,  from  which  we 
have  received  great  benefit. 

That  portion  of  the  President's  address,  relative  to  the  Medical  Section,  was 
referred  to  us  by  the  Committee  on  Distribution  and  resolutions  were  adopted, 
which  were  properly  referred. 

The  following  resolution  was  also  adopted  : 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Whereas,  It  is  with  deep  regret  we  have  learned  that  since  our  last  annual 
gathering  our  esteemed  comrade  and  genial  brother,  Dr.  W.  O.  Rogers,  of 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Supreme  Head  Physician  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  has 
been  called  by  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  from  his  labors  of  usefulness 
in  our  fraternal  work  ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved^  That  we  hereby  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  his  family  and 
friends  in  their  bereavement.     Also  be  it 

Resolved^  That  this  resolution  be  spread  upon  our  minutes  and  that  a  copy 
be  sent  to  his  bereaved  family. 

We  have  the  honor  to  report  the  election  of  the  following  officers  of  the 
section : 

J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

R.  E.  Morse,  M.  D.,  Vice  Chairman. 

T.  Millman,  M.  D  ,  Secretary. 

C.  A.  McCollom,  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 

And  request  that  they  be  confirmed  and  that  the  proceedings  of  our  section 
be  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  A.  McCOLLUM, 
T.  Millman,  '  Chairman  of  Section. 

Secretary, 
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FRATERNAL  PRESS  SECTION. 


Journal  of  Proceedings  of  the  Fraternal   Press  Section, 

Held  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  November  16th, 

16th  and  IVth,  1898. 


FIRST  DAY. 


Baltimore,  Md  ,  November  16,  1898. 

The  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Fraternal  Press 
Association  convened  in  I.  O.  H.  Hall,  Baltimore,  Tuesday, 
November  16,  1898.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  2.30 
o'clock  p.  M.,  by  the  President,  M.  W.  Sackett. 

The  following  Officers,  Committees  and  Members  were  re- 
ported present  : 

OFFICERS. 

President,  M.  W.  Sackett,  Meadville,  Pa Keystone  Workman. 

Vice-  President,  F.  O.  Van  Galder,  Sycamore,  111 Modem  Woodmen. 

Secretary-Treasurer,  Gilbert  Howell,  Cleveland,  O Buckeye  Workmen. 

(  M.  F.  VanBuskirk,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Fraternal  Monitor. 
Executive  Committee,  •<  D.  W.  Gerard,  Crawfo^dsville,  Ind Chariot. 

(  F.  W.  Stevens,  Port  Huron,  Mich Bee  Hive. 

Committee  on  Laws,  Ed.  L.  Young,  Norwalk,  O Ohio  Maccabee. 

Committee  on  Finance,  Alonzo  Wardall.  Topeka,  Kan Helping  Hand. 
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MEMBERS. 

S.  Galeski,  9  North  10th  St.,  Richmond,  Va Bi- Monthly  Guild. 

A.  L.  Hereford,  Springfield,  111 Court  of  Honor. 

Mrs.  Honora  McCarthy  O'Neill,  120  Genesee  St.,  Auburn,  N.  Y 

C.  R.  &  B.  A.  Bulletin. 

H.  C.  Sessions,  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dak Dakota  Visitor. 

Rev.  S.  P.  Lacey,  772  Broad  St ,  Newark,  N.  J Fraternal  Guide. 

A.  E.  Stevenson,  6436  Kimbark  Ave.,  Chicago,  III     Foresters*  Gazette. 

S.  H.  Tattersall,  Baltimore.  Md I.  O.  H.  Advocate. 

Dr.  Oronhyatekha,  Toronto,  Ontario Independent  Forester. 

W.  B.  Kirkpatrick,  Topeka,  Kan K.  &  L.  of  S.  Journal. 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Graves,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich Lady  Maccabee. 

Geo.  J.  Siegel,  Ellicott  Square,  Buffalo,  N.  Y Lady  Maccabee. 

Edwin  O.  Wood,  Flint,  Mich Loyal  Guard. 

R.  L.  Tilton,  Ottumwa,  Iowa Loyal  Workman . 

John  D.  Migeot,  2545  Jessup  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa L.  O.  R.  C.  News. 

C.  S.  Rawles,  Port  Huron,  Mich Michigan  Maccabee. 

G.  Del  Vecchio,  269  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111 Mutual  Protection  Journal. 

F.  W.  Sears,  Rialto  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo ♦.  .National  Reserve. 

L.  P.  Demming,  Somerville,  Mass N.  E.  O.  P.  Journal. 

C»  E.  Piper,  1603  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  111 News  Letter. 

Julius  M.  Swain,  120  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass Our  Home. 

P.  E.  Stratton,  Sharon,  Pa P.  H.  C.  Gazette. 

E.  N.  Haag,  153  North  8d  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. Recorder. 

E   B.  Rew,  43  Niagara  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y Royal  Templar. 

Miss  Bina  M.  West,  Port  Huron,  Mich Review . 

Edwin  G.  Hawkes,  1936  North  22d  St.,  Philadelphia.  Pa. .  .S.  of  H.  Advocate. 

C.  R.  Clark,  Montezuma.  Iowa Iowa  L.  of  H.  Advocate. 

J.  W.  Meyers,  Huron  St.,  Toledo,  Ohio National  Union. 

The  Journal  of  Proceedings  of  the  meeting  held  in  Port 
Huron,  Michigan,  October  6  and  7,  1897,  were  approved  as 
printed. 

The  President  announced  the  following  program  would  be 
the  regular  order  of  business,  unless  otherwise  ordered  : 

[See  program  printed  in  Journal  of  Congress.] 

The  President,  Vice  President  and  Secretary-Treasurer,  pre- 
sented their  annual  reports  as  follows  : 
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REPORT    OF   THE    PRESIDENT. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  15,  1898. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Association  : 

A  little  over  a  year  ago  (October  6,  1897),  mainly  through  the 
exertions  of  our  present  Secretary,  Bro.  Gilbert  Howell,  a  con- 
vention was  called  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress  at  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  and 
the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  formed.  After  its 
formation  it  was  fully  recognized  as  a  section  of  the  Congress 
by  formal  action  of  that  body. 

The  expectations  of  the  promoters  were  more  than  realized  in 
the  number  of  fraternal  publications  represented  at  that  meet- 
ing and  the  interest  displayed.  The  exchange  of  views  had  at 
the  preliminary  meeting  developed  an  almost  unanimous  opin- 
ion in  the  feasibility  and  expediency  of  forming  a  permanent 
organization,  and  forthwith  steps  were  taken  and  the  National 
Fraternal  Press  Association  came  into  being. 

A  year  has  passed  and  we  are  again  gathered  together  in 
annual  meeting  to  review  the  work  so  far  accomplished,  and  to 
devise  plans  for  the  future,  that  will,  if  possible,  add  to  our  effi- 
ciency along  lines  of  mutual  helpfulness. 

Immediately  after  the  meeting  last  year,  the  Journal  of  Pro- 
ceedings was  prepared  by  the  Secretary  and  copies  freely  dis- 
tributed to  all  such  publications  as  were  in  touch  with  us  in 
purpose  and  design  and  might  desire  to  become  associated  with 
us.  A  cordial  invitation  was  extended  to  join  in  membership, 
full  information  being  given  as  to  the  purposes  and  benefits  to 
be  derived  therefrom. 

The  responses,  while  encouraging,  have  not  been  fully  up  to 
the  expectations  of  your  officers.  There  has  seemed  to  be  a  lack 
of  appreciation  of  the  possibilities  of  what  a  union  of  purpose 
might  do  for  the  common  good  along  these  lines.    Aside  from 
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the  pleasure  derived  from  acquaintance  and  the  educational 
benefit  acquired  by  the  exchange  of  views,  there  are  two  dis- 
tinct and  practical  lines  of  advantage  presented  in  membership 
in  this  body  :  First,  that  derived  from  the  publication  of  val- 
uable papers  donated  by  the  best  informed  minds  on  subjects 
allied  to  our  work  and  the  compilation  and  publication  of  news 
items,  etc.,  each  month,  and  their  distribution  to  such  as  hold 
membership  with  us.  Second,  the  pecuniary  advantage  that 
may  accrue  by  a  pooling  of  circulation  in  securing  advertising. 
As  to  the  former,  considerable  progress  has  been  made  during 
the  year.  Ten  valuable  papers  were  written  by  leading  men  in 
the  fraternal  benefit  field,  and  sent  out  on  printed  slips  to  all 
publications  holding  membership  in  the  association.  So,  also, 
each  month  printed  slips  were  sent  out,  containing  items  of 
news  and  short,  terse  paragraphs  of  general  interest,  prepared  by 
the  efficient  editor  of  The  Fraternal  Monitor^  Bro.  M.  F.  Van 
Buskirk.  That  these  publications  have  been  highly  appreciated 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  they  have  been  generally  copied 
and  favorably  commented  upon  by  the  Fraternal  Press. 

As  to  the  matter  of  combining  circulation  for  advertising  pur- 
poses, our  success  has  not  been  so  marked.  However,  some 
progress  has  been  made.  The  Executive  Committee,  in  whose 
hands  this  matter  was  placed,  found  numerous  difficulties  in  the 
way  when  the  matter  was  more  fully  discussed  in  all  of  its 
details.  A  plan  was  finally  perfected  which  was  thought  to  be 
feasible,  and  the  Secretary  directed  to  communicate  with  the 
members  of  the  association.  It  soon  developed  that  the 
proposition  did  not  meet  with  general  acceptance,  especially 
among  those  papers  having  the  largest  circulation.  It  was  fur- 
ther found  that  in  order  to  be  successful  with  our  class  of  jour- 
nals, something  more  was  required  than  mere  solicitation  from 
advertisers  in  order  to  secure  their  patronage.  We  found  that 
fraternal  papers  were  not  held  in  high  esteem  among  the  adver- 
tising public,  no  matter  how  great  the  circulation  might  be. 
They  did  not  seem  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  our  publications 
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entered  the  home  as  the  bearer  of  a  particular  mission,  and  in 
that  way  commanded  more  attention  than  that  given  to  the 
ordinary  newspaper.  We  found  that  the  advertising  public  must 
be  educated  along  this  line  before  it  would  be  possible  to  gather 
the  support  of  the  largest  and  most  desirable  of  its  members. 
To  do  this  successfully  required  money  and  effort ;  the  former 
in  sufficient  amount  this  association  did  not  possess.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Executive  Committee  held  at  Detroit  in  August,  Mr. 
M.  F.  Van  Buskirk,  of  the  Fraternal  Monitor  Company,  sub- 
mitted a  proposition  to  take  entire  control  of  the  advertising 
department  and  furnish  the  necessary  money  to  carry  it  to  a 
successful  end.  After  a  thorough  consideration  of  the  matter, 
the  proposition  was  accepted  and  contract  entered  into  with  the 
Fraternal  Monitor  Company.  The  details  of  this  contract  will 
be  fully  explained  to  this  body  in  executive  session. 

For  details  of  the  financial  transactions,  membership  fee,  etc., 
you  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  Committee  on  Program,  as  directed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, prepared  a  list  of  subjects  to  be  presented  to  this  meeting, 
and  selected  those  who  will  present  papers  and  engage  in  dis- 
cussion thereon.  The  hearty  compliance  upon  the  part  of  those 
requested  to  take  part  merits  our  commendation. 

Brethren,  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  utility,  and,  I  might  say, 
the  absolute  necessity  of  this  Fraternal  Press  Association.  I 
look  upon  the  financial  advantages  that  accrue  by  virtue  of 
membership,  as  of  secondary  importance  as  compared  with  that 
which  will  result  from  our  acquaintance  and  the  general  assimi- 
lation of  views  in  the  conduct  of  the  battle  for  supremacy  of 
fraternal  protection  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

The  fraternal  press  is  the  great  educator  of  the  general  pub- 
lic to  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  home,  and  the  desirability 
of  doing  it  through  the  medium  of  our  fraternal  societies.  No 
organization  to-day  can  hope  for  success  unless  it  be  represented 
before  the  public  by  an  ably  conducted  publication  in  its  inter- 
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est.  What  the  general  press  is  to  party  politics^  our  publications 
are  to  fraternal  benefit  societies.  The  success  or  failure  of  any 
society  is  largely  the  result  of  our  work.  If  this  be  true,  who 
can  measure  the  limits  of  our  responsibility  ;  who  can  compen- 
sate for  neglected  duties  in  a  failure  to  gather  and  utilize  the 
most  advanced  thoughts  on  lines  of  added  security  and  perma- 
nence for  the  benefit  of  the  organizations  we  represent  ?  Is  it  not 
true  that  in  many  cases  the  press  has  failed  thus  to  lead — has  it 
not  more  often  been  found  to  follow  a  general  sentiment  created 
outside  of  its  own  efforts  ?  Too  often  the  temptation  to  follow 
a  prevailing  sentiment  overcomes  the  courage  of  conviction  and 
a  passive  policy  is  adopted.  This  is  not  the  true  function  of  the 
press.  It  should  always  lead  the  thoughts  and  mold  the  opin- 
ions of  its  constituents.  Thus  alone  will  it  subserve  its  highest 
purpose  and  effectually  entrench  itself  in  the  esteem  of  its 
readers. 

As  the  educator  of  two  million  members  now  enrolled  in  the 
army  of  protection,  a  grave  and  responsible  duty  confronts  us. 
Our  first  care  should  be  the  proper  education  of  ourselves  to  the 
necessities  of  the  organizations  we  represent — what  will  per- 
petuate them  and  make  them  strong  and  enduring.  To  accom- 
plish this  end,  the  fidelity  of  true  heroism  should  at  all  times  be 
employed — self-interest  and  the  plaudits  of  the  many  should 
never  tempt  to  unfaithfulness  to  the  highest  and  best  interests 
of  those  whom  we  serve. 

Our  meeting  together,  as  we  now  do,  is  most  helpful  along 
lines  above  indicated ;  especially  is  it  beneficial  that  we  meet 
with  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  and  have  the  benefit  of 
the  papers  and  discussions  presented  therein. 

I  trust  that  what  may  be  said  and  done  at  this  meeting  will 
so  impress  each  one  with  the  utility  and  necessity  of  our  Press 
Association  as  to  insure  its  continuance  and  prosperity. 

In  closing  my  report  I  certainly  would  not  do  justice  were  I 
not  to  particularly  mention,  in  the  most  complimentary  manner, 
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the  efforts  put  forth  by  our  Secretary,  Bro.  Gilbert  Howell.  His 
faithful  labors  on  behalf  of  the  Press  Association  merits  our 
highest  commendation. 

For  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  as  your  first  President,  I  am 
truly  thankful.  If  our  association  proves  that  success  which  its 
importance  demands,  then  shall  I  look  back  upon  this  year's 
labor  in  your  behalf  as  a  bright  memory  never  to  be  effaced. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

M.  W.  Sackett, 

President. 

report  of  vice-president. 

Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Association: 

Your  program  calls  for  a  report  from  the  Vice-President, 
Feeling  there  is  little  of  interest  I  can  say  in  addition  to  the  ex- 
cellent report  made  by  our  President  and  the  one  to  be  made  by 
our  Secretary,  the  inclination  would  be  to  ask  that  you  pass  my 
report,  were  it  not  that  I  wish  to  make  two  suggestions. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  at  Detroit,  Mich.> 
last  August,  I  was  named  as  a  committee  on  transportation,  the 
hope  being  that  the  railroads  might  be  persuaded  to  extend  to 
our  Press  Association  courtesies  so  generously  granted  other 
press  associations.  Application  for  these  courtesies,  however^ 
met  with  little  encouragement.  The  roads  "knew  us  not,"  and 
"  passed  me  by  on  the  other  side,"  with  the  assurance  that,  while 
unable  to  give  the  members  of  our  association  passes  to  Balti- 
more and  return,  it  would  be  possible  to  individually  arrange 
for  transportation  with  such  papers  as  had  contracts  with  the 
roads,  etc.     As  we  did  not  have  contracts  we  did  not  "arrange." 

Now,  the  practical  suggestion  :  You  will  at  this  meeting  of 
the  association  ascertain  where  the  next  annual  session  of  the 
Fraternal  Congress  is  to  be  held.  At  once  select  the  railroads 
over  which  you  would  like  to  travel  to  reach  the  meeting  next 
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year,  and  make  application  for  contracts  with  the  roads  as  early 
in  December  as  possible.  In  this  way  you  come  before  the 
advertising  managers  of  the  railroads  at  the  season  of  the  year 
when  new  contracts  are  being  made,  and  by  courteously  pre- 
senting the  merits  of  your  publication  as  an  advertising 
medium,  all  members  of  our  association  should  be  able  to  make 
contracts  that  will  procure  the  desired  transportation  to  our  next 
meeting. 

I  have  found  the  articles  and  items  sent  out  by  the  Fraternal 
Press  Association  of  value,  but  suggest  the  scope  be  enlarged  to 
provide  a  "legal  column,*' covering  decisions  of  importance  to 
our  societies. 

In  conclusion,  while  the  year  has  not  brought  all  that  could 
be  desired,  we  can,  I  believe,  feel  that  the  National  Fraternal 
Press  Association  has  made  a  good  start,  and  another  year 
should  show  increased  and  better  results  all  along  the  line  of 
e£fort. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

F.  O.  Van  Galder, 

Vice-President, 


REPORT   OF    SECRETARY-TREASURER. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  16.  1898. 

To  the  Officers  and  Members^  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  : 

Brethren  :  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  the  following  brief  report  as  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  this  association  for  the  term  just  closing. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The  year  has  indeed  been  a  busy  one,  and  whilst  our  efforts  to  increase  the 
membership  have  not  been  so  successful  as  we  had  hoped,  we  have  written  letters 
to  all  the  Fraternal  Editors,  of  which  we  could  get  proper  address,  and  have  suc- 
ceeded in  opening  up  a  correspondence  with  281  different  fraternal  publications, 
and  have  secured  fifty-one  members  to  the  association. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  papers  holding  membership,  and  whose  combined 
circulation  is  1,182,781 : 

A.  O.  U.  W.  Guide,  D.  Ramaley 51  East  4lh  St.,  Sl  Paul,  Minn . 

A.  O.  U.  W.  Guide,  H.  L.  Cross BentonviUe,  Ark. 

Annuity  Advocate,  C.  W.  Jones 508  Girard  Bid  g,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Buckeye  Workman,  Gilbert  Howell 276  Woodland  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Bi-Monthly  Guild,  S.  Galeski 9  North  Tenth  St.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Bee  Hive,  F.  W.  Stevens Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Baltimore  Telegram,  Jas.  Young German  and  Calvert  Sts.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Columbian  Herald,  W.  Warne  Wilson 88  McGraw  Bld'g,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Chariot,  D.  W.  Gerard Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

C.  M.  B.  A.  News,  M.  J.  Clark 184  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Court  of  Honor,  B.  F.  Hildebrand 607  South  14th  St.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo. 

Catholic  Forester,  Phil.  J.  McKenna 1228  Stock  Exch*g,  Chicago,  III. 

C.  R.  &  B.  A.  Bulletin,  Mrs.  Honora  McCarthy  O'Neill Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Dakou  Visitor,  H.  C.  Sessions Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak. 

Fraternal  Guide,  Rev.  S.  P.  Lacey 772  Broad  St.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Field  Worker,  D.  I.  Thornton 2085  East  19th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Fraternal  Monitor,  M.  F.  Van  Buskirk 29  State  St.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Fraternal  A.id,  Hamm  &  Grant Lawrence,  Kans. 

Germania  Reporter,  Aug.  Wetzel 618  E.  Water  St.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

I.  O.  H.  Advocate,  J.  W.  Cruett 118  S.  Eden  St. ,  Baltimore,  Md . 

Independent  Forester,  T.  W.  Saunders 207  Masonic  Temple.  Chicago,  III. 

Keystone  Workman,  M.  W.  Sackett Meadville,  Pa. 

K.  &  L.  of  Security,  J.  M.  Wallace 107  West  6th  St.,  Topcka,  Kans. 

Lady  Maccabee,  Miss  Emma  E.  Bower Henning  Block,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Loyal  Guard,  Edwin  O.  Wood Flint,  Mich. 

Loyal  Workman,  R.  L.  Tilton Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

Life  Advocate,  W.  Higgins Wyandott  and  Sixth  Sts.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

L.  O.  R.  C.  News,  J.  D.  Migeot 2545  Jessup  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Michigan  Maccabee,  N.  S.  Boynton Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Modem  Woodman.  F.  O.  Van  Galder 105  California  St,  Sycamore,  111. 

Mutual  Prot'c  Jour'ng,  Del  Vecchio 269  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Modem  American,  George  V.  Mechler Effingham,  III. 

Michigan  Herald,  O.  F.  &  K.  L.  Webster Belding.  Mich. 

National  Reserve,  F.  W.  Sears Rialto  Bld'g,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

N.  E.  O.  P.  Journal,  D.  M.  Frye 232  Highland   Ave.,  Somerville.  Mass. 

Ohio  Maccabee,  Ed.  L.  Young Norwalk.  Ohio. 

Our  Home,  Julius  M.  Swain 120  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mast. 

Our  Order,  Alex.  McLean Macomb,  III. 

Oregon  Woodman,  V.  P.  Fiske Dallas,  Oregon. 
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Parlor  &  Lodge.  Wm.  Camp Box  81,  Wcehawken.  N.  J. 

P.  H.  C.  Gazette,  P.  D.  Stration Sharon,  Pa. 

Recorder,  E.  N.  Haag 198  North  8d  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Royal  Templar.  E.  B.  Rew 48  Niagara  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Review,  Miss  Bina  M.  West Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Red  Cross  Gazette,  Dr.  Seven  Windrow 388  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

S  of  H.  Advocate,  Edwin  Nason 1936  North  23d  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Seven  Links,  M.  Boehm  6  Eddy  St  ,  San  Francisco,  Cal . 

Sentinel,  S.  B.  Carlcton Oak  Park,  111. 

Wisconsin  Workman,  C.  F.  Ninman Sauk  City,  Wis. 

Western  Kt.  Advocate,  Allen  Garresh St.  Charles,  Minn. 

Western  Woodman,  P.  G.  Chubbic Bcloit,  Kans. 

There  are  two  of  the  papers  which  were  represented  at  the  meeting  one  year 
ago  in  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  that  have  not  as  yet  signed  the  Application  for  Mem- 
bership,  nor  paid  their  fee,  and  therefore  are  not  included  in  the  above  list. 

They  are  as  follows,  viz. 

K.  of  H.  Reporter,  D.  S.  Biggs 252  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Pyramid,  E.  S.  McCiintock Topeka,  Kans. 


LITERARY   DEPARTMENT. 

The  Executive  Committee  at  its  first  meeting  held  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary, on  November  20,  1897,  appointed  M.  F.  Van  Buskirk,  D.  W.  Gerard  and 
F.  W.  Stevens  a  Special  Committee  to  arrange  for  the  contribution  of  articles 
for  use  each  month  in  all  the  papers  of  the  association,  and  the  success  of  their 
efforts  have  been  most  satisfactory.  The  committee  deserve  much  credit  for 
their  diligent  and  successful  work,  the  details  of  which  will  be  given  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  President  and  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 

ADVERTISING   DEPARTMENT. 

This  important  department  has  been  given  earnest  and  serious  attention  by 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  problem  of  devolving  a  plan  which  would  be 
satisfactory  to  each  and  every  paper,  with  their  varying  interests  and  environ- 
ments, has  not  been  an  easy  task. 

The  committee  submitted  to  each  paper  two  plans  for  securing  advertising, 
but  neither  plan  seemed  to  meet  the  requirements,  as  but  thirteen  of  the  papers, 
whose  combined  circulation  was  but  126,529.  accepted  the  propositions.  After 
an  extensive  correspondence  and  a  visit  to  Chicago  to  confer  with  responsible 
advertisers  and  Advertising  Agencies,  and  a  most  earnest  effort,  both  plans  as 
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submitted  were  abandoned,  and  the  committee  solicited  Mr.  M.  F.  Van  Buskirk, 
of  89  State  Street,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  to  submit  a  plan  and  proposition,  with  the 
view  of  establishing  an  Advertising  Bureau^  and  in  this  manner  relieve  this 
Association  of  the  necessity  for  providing  a  sufficient  cash  revenue  with  which 
to  successfully  prosecute  the  work. 

Accordingly  Mr.  Van  Buskirk  submitted  a  plan  and  his  proposition  to  the 
Executive  Committee  at  the  meeting  of  said  committee  held  in  Detroit,  Mich., 
August  16,  1898,  which  was  accepted.  While  the  time  has  been  short  since  this 
arrangement  was  made,  indications  are  that  the  '*  Advertising  Bureau  "  will  be 
successful  under  his  able  management. 

The  complete  details  of  this  work  will  be  given  in  the  reports  of  other  of  the 
officers. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

The  efficiency  of  this  Association  has  been  greatly  handicapped  during  the 
entire  term  for  a  want  of  funds  to  properly  prosecute  the  work,  and  we  trust 
some  provision  will  be  made  at  this  session  to  relieve  this  defect. 

The  total  receipts  from  all  sources  have  been  $285.00  and  the  disbursements 
$258  06.  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  $26.94. 
Details  of  these  receipts  and  disbursements  will  be  placed  before  the  proper 
committee  for  approval. 

There  are  outstanding  liabilities  due  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
amounting  to  $102.25. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  field  for  usefulness  of  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  is  indeed 
a  broad  and  fertile  one,  and  thus  far  the  work  of  opening  it  up  has  scarcely 
begun. 

Among  the  many  important  matters  which  crowd  in  for  earnest  and  immediate 
attention  is  that  of  the  postal  regulations.  To  us  it  seems  an  injustice  that  a 
Fraternal  Paper,  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies,  which 
represents  the  highest  interests  of  the  home  and  its  loved  ones,  should  be  com- 
pelled to  '*  stick  a  one-cent  postage  stamp  "  on  each  and  every  copy  delivered  to 
the  brothers  who  reside  in  the  city  of  publication,  whilst  the  little  pettifogging 
political  sheet  across  the  street,  published  each  week,  is  admitted  to  the  same 
post-office  with  its  full  service  absolutely  free  of  cost  to  its  promoters.  As  true 
American  citizens,  we  would  not  seek  for  any  special  legislation  to  be  given  in 
our  favor,  but  it  does  seem  within  the  provinces  of  this  association  to  peti- 
tion the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  asking  that  they  bring  to  bear  upon  the 
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proper  authorities  at  Washington,  D.  C,  the  demand  of  almost  two  and  a  half 
million  voters  whose  interests  are  jeopardized  in  this  discrimination. 

The  Fraternal  Papers  do  not  ask  that  this  be  **  class  legislation,"  but  that 
equal  rights  be  shown  all  legitimate  newspapers,  irrespective  of  political,  relig- 
ious or  fraternal  affiliations,  be  they  issued  weekly,  semi-monthly  or  monthly. 

The  Advertising  Bureau  is  of  financial  interest  to  each  and  every  fraternal 
paper;  even  those  that  do  not  belong  to  this  association  reap  benefit  as  a  result 
of  the  educational  campaign  now  being  conducted  by  this  bureau,  in  enlightening 
the  advertiser  of  the  importance  and  merits  of  our  fraternal  publications  as 
advertising  mediums.  This  department  is  being  conducted  without  expense  to 
this  association,  and  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Van  Buskirk  that  each  one  of  us  give  him 
our  most  hearty  co-operation.  The  work  of  the  bureau  may  not  bring  results  as 
quickly  as  we  might  wish,  still  when  the  judicious  advertiser  is  fully  convinced 
that  the  fraternal  papers  of  this  association  reach  more  than  a  million  and  a 
quarter  of  the  homes  of  this  country,  and  that  these  very  homes  are  of  the  bet- 
ter class — the  provident  and  thoughtful  class — who  are  ever  alert  in  buying  the 
best  bargains,  then  the  advertiser  who  wishes  to  sell  a  good  and  responsible 
article  will  be  buying  the  space  in  our  papers,  and  will  be  willing  to  pay  a  good 
and  reasonable  price  for  it. 

It  is  but  fair  to  this  association  and  the  efforts  of  the  Special  Committee  to 
speak  in  complimentary  terms  of  the  improvement  made  in  many  of  our  frater- 
nal papers.  We  have  received  a  great  help  from  the  earnest  and  well  written 
articles  furnished,  which  has  had  much  to  do  in  transforming  our  papers  from 
dry  and  uninteresting  sheets  to  attractive  publications,  and  this  improvement 
can  be  still  more  greatly  enhanced  by  a  freer  exchange  of  thought  among  the 
members  of  this  association.  The  strong  man's  arm  is  made  the  stronger  by  its 
use  in  helping  the  weaker  brother,  and  the  man  himself  is  made  the  better  for 
the  gracious  act. 

There  are  other  matters  of  interest  and  importance  to  this  association,  and 
composed  as  it  is  of  some  of  those  men  who  stand  at  the  head  of  our  societies, 
and  in  whose  hands  all  the  varied  interests  of  their  membership  rest,  I  feel  con- 
fident that  whatever  they  may  dictate  as  fhe  course  to  follow  will  be  for  the 
advancement  and  general  benefit  of  all  mankind,  and  the  various  papers  to  be 
presented  will  no  doubt  suggest  many  improvements  for  the  Fraternal  Press. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Gilbert  Howbll, 

Secretary-  Treasurer, 
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On  motion,  the  reports  of  the  President,  Vice-President,  and 
Secretary-Treasurer  were  referred  to  a  Committee  on  Distribu- 
tion, consisting  of  F.  W.  Sears,  Miss  Frdnces  E.  Burns  and  Mr. 
Edwin  O.  Wood,  which  reported  as  follows  : 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  15,  1898. 
To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  National  FraUmal  Press  Association,  Greeting: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Distribution,  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report : 

We  recommend,  first,  that  such  parts  of  the  reports  of  the  President,  Vice- 
President,  and  Secr«:tary-Treasurer  as  relate  to  the  contribution  of  special  arti- 
cles for  simultaneous  publication  in  Fraternal  Order  Papers  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  legal  column,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three,  -with 
instructions  to  formulate  plans  in  conformity  with  this  regulation. 

Second— That  such  parts  of  said  reports  as  relate  to  Advertising  and  Trans- 
portation be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Third — That  the  recommendations  relative  to  the  finances  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Fourth — That  the  recommendations  regarding  Postage  Rates  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee. 

Fifth — That  the  Committee  on  Laws  be  requested  to  prepare  amendments 
providing  for  a  standing  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  provide  an  article 
each  month  and  prepare  matter  for  a  legal  column,  for  simultaneous  publication 
in  the  papers  represented  in  this  Association. 

In  conclusion,  we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  our  gratitude  at  the  splen- 
did start  this  Association  has  received  under  the  guidance  of  its  able  corps  of 
oflScers.  That  it  **  fills  a  long  felt  want,"  is  self-evident.  The  good  already  ac- 
complished  is  suflScient  warrant  for  its  existence  and  continued  success. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

F.  W.  Sears, 
Frances  E.  Burns, 
Edwin  O.  Wood, 

Committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
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The  balance  of  the  afternoon  was  occupied  in  the  reading 
and  discussion  of  papers  presented.     [See  Appendix.] 

At  5.30  o'clock  recess  was  taken  until  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  tomor- 
row (Wednesday). 


SECOND  DAY. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  November  16,  1898. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  at  2.15  p.  m.,  Vice-Presi- 
dent F.  O.  Van  Galder  in  the  chair. 


NOMINATIONS   AND    ELECTIONS. 

Election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  being  in  order,  nomi- 
nations were  made  for  the  various  offices  and  ballots  taken,  and 
the  following  declared  elected  as  officers  of  the  Association  for 
the  year  1898-99  : 

F.  O.  Van  Galder,  Syracuse,  111.,  President. 
P.  D.  Stratton,  Sharon,  Pa.,  Vice-President. 
Gilbert  Howell,  Cleveland,  O.,  Secreury-Treasurer. 

D.  W.  Gerard,  Crawfordsville,  Ind., 
Miss  Bina  M.  West,  Port  Huron,  Mich., 
F.  W.  Stevens,  Port  Huron,  Mich.. 
M.  W.  Sackett,  Meadville.  Pa.. 

Executive  Committee. 


REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON    CONSTITUTION    AND   LAWS. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  and  Laws,  through  its  Chair- 
man, Mr.  Ed.  L.  Young,  presented  the  following  revision  of  the 
Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Association,  which  were  acted 
upon  seriatim  and  severally  adopted  : 
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NAME. 

Section  1.  The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  National  Fraternal 
Press  Association,  Section  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress. 

OFFICERS. 

Section  2.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President  and  a  Secretaty-Treasurer. 

EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

Section  8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  officers  ex-cJUcie 
and  four  additional  members. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

Section  4.  The  standing  committees  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Laws,  a  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  a  Committee  on  Program,  and  a  Committee  on  Press,  each  of 
which  shall  consist  of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Committee  on  Program,  which  shall  consist  of  the  Presi- 
dent, the  Vice-President  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer. 


ELECTION. 

Section  5.  The  officers  and  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be 
elected  at  each  annual  meeting  of  this  Association.  This  election  to  take  place 
immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  minutes  on  the  opening  of  the  second  day's 
session. 

ANNUAL  MEETINGS. 

Section  6.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Association  shall  be  held  at  the  time 
and  place  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress ;  the  open- 
ing session  to  be  called  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.  on  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Congress. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  7.  Membership  in  this  Association  shall  be  limited  to  journals  issued 
in  the  interest  of  societies  which  are  members  of  the  National  Fraternal  Con- 
gress, when  officially  indorsed  by  the  order  they  represent  respectively,  and  to 
such  other  journals  as  are  published  in  the  interest  of  Fraternal  Beneficiary 
Societies  generally,  when  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Assoc!- 
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ation  ;  provided  always  that  the  joarnal  of  no  society,  held  to  be  ineligible  to 
membership  in  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  shall  be  approved  by  the  said 
Executive  Committee  for  admission  to  this  Association. 


Section  8.  The  revenues  of  this  Association  shall  be  derived  from  a  mem- 
bership fee  of  ($10.00)  ten  dollars  to  accompany  the  application  for  membership, 
and  such  other  annual  dues  as  may  be  recommended  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  approved  by  the  Association  when  in  annual  session. 

REPRESENTATION. 

Section  0.  Each  journal  holding  membership  in  this  Association  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  representative,  whose  credentials  shall  be  in  such  form  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

VOTING. 

Section  10.  Each  journal  shall  be  entitled,  through  its  accredited  representa- 
tive, to  one  vote  upon  all  questions. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  11.  The  President,  Vice-President  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer  shall 
perform  such  duties  as  pertain  to  their  respective  offices,  and  as  may  be  required 
of  them  from  time  to  time. 


DUTIES  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Section  12.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  affairs 
of  this  Association,  and  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  all  things  deemed  to  be 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  Association  that  shall  not  be  specifically  provided 
for  in  these  laws. 

DUTIES  OF  COMMITTEE   ON   PRESS. 

Action  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Press  to  provide  in 
advance,  for  the  use  of  the  local  press,  and  to  give  the  Associated  and  United 
Press  bureaus  such  matter  relative  to  the  history,  growth,  strength,  statistics 
and  work  generally  of  the  orders  represented  in  the  National  Fraternal  Congress 
as  may  be  desired  or  accepted  by  such  agencies  of  public  information  in  places 
where  the  sessions  of  this  Association  and  the  Congress  may  be  annually 
held. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


218  TWELFTH    ANNUAL  SESSION, 

REPORT   OF   THE    EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 

The  Executive  Committee,  through  its  Chairman,  Mr.  M.  F. 
Van  Buskirk,  presented  the  following  report : 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  16,  1896. 
To  tht  Officers  and  Members  of  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  : 

Your  Executive  Committee  beg  to  submit  the  following  report :  Purtuaot  to 
the  authority  vested  in  it  by  the  by-laws  the  following  fraternal  publications  have 
been  admitted  the  past  year.     [For  list  see  report  of  Secretary-Treasurer.] 

The  foregoing  includes  only  the  journals  which  made  application  and  paid 
their  fees.    Several  which  failed  to  qualify  are  not  included  therein. 

You  all  are  familiar  with  the  results  of  the  literary  department.  This,  in  the 
main,  we  believe  has  been  satisfactory.  We  hope  and  believe  that  this  will  be 
materially  improved  as  to  scope  and  efficiency  as  the  Association  progresses. 

The  results  of  the  advertising  department  are  in  the  future.  The  plan  adopted 
at  the  outstart  was  abandoned  August  16,  1898,  it  having  not  produced  satisfac- 
tory results.  M.  F.  Van  Buskirk  was  asked  to  submit  a  plan  for  consideration. 
This  he  did,  and  a  contract  was  entered  into  whereby  he  should  establish  a  Bu- 
reau of  Advertising,  prosecute  the  interests  of  this  bureau,  pay  all  expenses  and 
receive  his  compensation  therefor  out  of  the  revenues  of  such  bureau. 

The  work  of  this  bureau  has  been  pushed,  and  it  is  believed  that  tangible 
results  will  accrue  during  the  ensuing  year.  Of  necessity,  progress  is  slow  at 
the  outstart,  but  it  is  believed  that  it  will  gather  impetus  as  it  goes  along.  Some 
of  the  largest  advertisers  have  evidenced  an  interest,  and  have  asked  for  copies, 
rates  and  other  information,  looking  to  using  the  fraternal  press  in  their  1899 
budget. 

It  is  believed  that  the  National  Fraternal  Press  Association  has  a  broad  6ekl, 
one  which  can  be  cultivated  to  advantage  from  practically  every  standpoint 

Harmonious,  concerted  effort  is  necessary  to  produce  the  best  results,  and  it 
is  respectfully  urged  that  all  lend  a  helping  hand  in  placing  fraternal  journalbm 
in  its  proper  position  before  both  the  fraternal  and  general  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  F.  Van  Buskirk,  Ckairmw^ 
F.  O.  Van  Galdbr, 
GiLB*BRT  Howell, 
F.  W.  Stkvkns, 

Executive  Committee. 
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The  report  was  ordered  placed  on  file,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
A.  E.  Stevenson,  all  the  papers  not  entitled  to  membership  in 
accordance  with  paragraph  seven  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws 
as  now  amended  be  notified  of  the  action  of  this  Association, 
refusing  to  admit  them  to  a  membership. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwin  O.  Wood,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
fee  of  $5.00  which  had  been  paid  by  those  papers  affected  by 
the  preceding  resolution,  and  not  admitted  to  a  membership,  be 
returned  them. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Rawles,  Miss  Bina  M.  West  and  Mr.  S.  H.  Tatter- 
sall  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Press  for  the  present  meet- 
ing of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Ed.  L.  Young  presented  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted  : 

Resolvtd^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Association  that  the  terms  belonging  to 
the  Code  of  Old  Line  Life  Insurance  Companies,  such  as  'insurance,"  **Policy/' 
etc.,  should  not  be  used  by  the  Fraternal  Beneficary  Societies  in  their  Official 
Journals,  nor  in  the  papers  presented  to  this  body  ;  nor  in  the  articles  hereafter 
provided  for  publication  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
this  Association  ;  such  terms  being  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  Fraternal  Bene- 
ficiary Societies. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Laws  be  requested  to  prepare  and  present 
to  this  Association,  at  this  session,  an  Amendment  to  the  Laws,  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Standing  Committee  to  be  known  at  a  Press  Committee. 

The  balance  of  the  session  was  devoted  to  the  reading  and 
discussion  of  papers  presented,  which  appear  in  the  Appendix 
hereto. 

Recess  was  taken  until  1.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  tomorrow  (Thurs- 
day.) 
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THIRD  DAY. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  17,  1898. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  at  1.30  p.  m.,  Vice-Presi- 
dent F.  O.  Van  Galder  in  the  chair. 


report  of  finance  committee. 

Mr.  Alonzo  Wardall,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

To  the  Fraternal  Press  Section  : 

Wc,  your  Committee  on  Finance,  respectfully  report  that  we  have  examined 
the  report  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  Gilbert  Howell,  and  find  his  report  cor- 
rect  as  read  to  this  association,  showing  receipts  on  membership  fees  of  $285.00; 
disbursements  for  postage,  priming,  help  and  stationery,  $258.06,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance on  hand  of  $26.94,  but  with  bills  for  expenses  of  two  meetings  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  amounting  to  $102.25,  unprovided  for. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Alonzo  Wardall, 
A.  L.  Hereford, 

Committee. 

On  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Edwin  O.  Wood,  the  annual  dues  provided  for  in 
Section  8  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws,  was  fixed  at  ten  ($10.00) 
dollars  for  each  member  of  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Mrs.  Honora  McCarthy  O'Neill,  the  papers 
prepared  for  this  session  of  the  Association  were  all  ordered 
printed  in  the  Journal  of  Proceedings. 

The  newly  elected  officers  were  then  inducted  into  their  re- 
spective offices,  and  the  President  announced  the  appointment 
of  the  following  committees  for  the  ensuing  year  : 

Committee  on  Laws— Ed.  L  Young,  Nor  walk,  Ohio ;  E.  O.  Wood,  Flint, 
Mich.;  Julius  M.  Swain,  Boston,  Mass. 
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Committee  on  Financb — A.  E.  Stevenson,  Chicago,  111.;  Mrs.  Honora  Mc- 
Caithy  O'Neill.  Auburn.  N.  Y.;  E.  N.  Haag,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Committee  on  Press — A.  L.  Hereford,  Springfield,  111. ;  C.  E.  Bonnell,  Chi- 
cago, 111.;  P.  G.  Chubbic.  Beloit,  Kan. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  the  I.  O.  H.  and  other  or- 
ders represented  in  Baltimore  for  their  many  courtesies  and 
hospitality. 

There  being  no  further  business.  President  F.  O.  Van  Galder 
declared  the  Second  Annual  Session  of  the  Association  ad- 
journed to  meet  in  Chicago  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  August, 
1899. 

F.  O.  Van  Galder, 
Gilbert  Howell,  President. 

Secretary-  Treasurer, 


APPENDIX  TO   PRESS  SECTION. 
THE  SECULAR  PRESS  AS  A  FACTOR  IN  FRATERNALISM. 

BY   F.  W.  STEVENS,  PORT   HURON,  MICHIGAN,  EDITOR  '*BEE   HIVE." 

If  the  subject  assigned  is  taken  literally  it  means  the  consideration  of  the 
entire  non-religious  press  as  a  factor  in  fraternalism,  as  every  journal  not  pub- 
lished in  the  interest  of  some  religious  denomination  would  come  under  the  title 
of  "secular.''  As  the  intent  of  this  paper,  however,  is  to  take  up  only  the  rela- 
tion of  the  newspaper  to  fraternal  ism,  the  subject  to  be  technically  correct  should 
read  : 

THE  NEWSPAPER  AS  A  FACTOR   IN    FRATERNALISM. 

When  it  is  considered  that  there  are  21,300  papers  published  in  the  United 
States 'and  Canada,  all  but  a  comparatively  few  of  which  would  be  properly 
termed  **  newspapers/'  and  that  within  this  territory  there  are  less  than  seventy 
millions  of  people,  while  within  the  entire  world,  with  a  population  of  over  four 
and  one-half  billions,  there  are  only  50,000  papers,  it  is  quite  evident,  without 
any  extended  argument,  that  the  newspaper  is  a  great  factor  in  every  enterprise 
in  this  great  North  American  Continent,  whether  it  is  of  a  religious,  philan- 
thropic, business  or  political  character.  The  newspaper  of  to-day  is  as  essential 
to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  any  city,  village  or  town  as  the  flour  barrel  is 
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to  the  family.  The  former  sustains  the  business  life  of  the  community  as  much 
as  the  latter  does  the  material  life  of  the  family.  A  family  left  without  bread 
will  die,  and  so  will  a  town  without  a  newspaper.  Just  in  the  proportion  as  the 
citizens  of  a  place  patronize  their  home  paper,  just  in  that  proportion  will  one  be 
able  to  gauge  the  enterprise  of  the  people.  The  newspaper  is  or  should  be  the 
leader  in  all  public  thought  and  business  advancement,  and  it  should  stand  ready 
and  willing  to  espouse  the  cause  of  everything  that  tends  to  advance  the  interests 
of  the  locality  in  which  it  is  published.  It  is  the  main  artery  through  which  the 
business  and  commercial  enterprises  of  a  community  course  and  pulsate.  If  the 
people  are  slow  and  conservative,  the  fact  is  revealed  through  the  tone  of  the 
daily  or  weekly  press.  If,  on  the  contrary,  push,  pluck  and  perseverance  are  the 
predominant  characteristics,  the  stranger  is  at  once  informed  of  the  fact  by  a 
perusal  of  the  local  paper. 

While  a  newspaper  is  a  great  agent  for  good,  it  is  sometimes  used  by  unscrup- 
ulous individuals  as  a  power  for  evil,  but  when  the  latter  it  the  case,  its  career 
is  usually  short  lived,  because  the  public,  by  whose  will  it  can  only  have  a  con- 
tinued existence,  withdraws  its  support  and  the  paper  ceases  to  be  a  factor  in  the 
community,  with  the  result  that  it  either  becomes  the  property  of  the  sheriff  or 
it  is  sold  at  a  great  sacrifice,  while  the  editor,  like  the  Arab  of  old,  **  silently 
folds  his  tent  and  steals  away.'*  As  a  battler  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  the 
newspaper  is  a  mighty  power,  for  by  the  aid  of  its  *' search-light  "fraud  and 
peculations  are  unearthed  and  held  up  to  public  view,  while  the  criminal  schem- 
ers and  plunderers  are  brought  to  justice  and  made  to  disgorge.  The  influence 
and  strength  of  the  newspaper  was  rightly  estimated  by  the  great  Napoleon  when 
he  said,  *'four  hostile  newspapers  are  more  to  be  feared  than  a  thousand  bay- 
onets.*' 

Admitting,  then,  that  the  influence  of  the  newspaper  press  is  essential  and 
necessary  to  the  success  and  prosperity  of  any  and  all  enterprises  that  are  look- 
ing for  the  support  of  any  number  of  people,  we  must  first  ask,  **  How  is  this 
influence  to  be  obtained  in  order  to  make  the  press  the  factor  we  desire  it  to  be 
in  the  enterprise  in  which  we  are  specially  interested  ? "  The  only  reasonable 
answer  to  this  query  is  :  That  enterprise  or  institution  must  itself  prove  to  be  a 
factor  in  the  community.  With  a  membership  of  over  five  millions  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  and  estimating  that  each  member  represents  at  least 
two  besides  himself,  it  can  be  truthfully  stated  that  the  fraternal  societies  in  the 
territory  mentioned  represent  directly  one  quarter  of  the  entire  population,  and 
are,  therefore,  great  factors  in  the  countries  mentioned.  This  fact  being  con- 
ceded by  the  press,  the  next  query  is  :  '*  Upon  what  basis  do  we  ask  for  recog- 
nition from  the  newspapers  ?  "  Are  the  fraternities  business  institutions,  oper- 
ated and  run  for  profit  and  gain,  or  do  they  make  a  claim  for  recognition  upon 
the  same  ground  as  the  churches,  schools,  and  benevolent  and  charitable  insti- 
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tations  ?  If  the  former  is  correct,  then  they  will  be  asked  to  contribate  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  money  to  the  advertising  columns  of  the  paper,  as  the  paper  is 
itself  a  business  enterprise,  run  in  the  interest  of  its  publishers  for  profit  and 
gain,  and  is  therefore  dependent  upon  its  advertising  columns  for  its  main  rev- 
enue and  support.  Its  news  and  editorial  departments  are  separate  and  distinct, 
and  are  run  in  the  interests  of  its  readers,  furnishing  them  with  the  news  of  the 
day,  together  with  such  editorial  comment  as  the  editor  of  the  paper  may  deter- 
mine is  consistent  with  the  policy  of  the  paper.  The  enterprise  the  paper  dis- 
plays in  furnishing  fresh  and  reliable  news  is  rewarded  by  a  proportionately 
large  subscription  list,  which,  in  turn,  regulates  the  value  of  its  advertising  pat- 
ronage. If  the  paper,  then,  makes  the  mistake  of  handling  purely  business  en- 
terprises as  news  matter,  from  which  it  derives  no  direct  revenue,  it  is  adopting 
the  suicidal  policy  of  ruining  its  advertising  patronage,  because  the  advertiser  is 
very  quick  to  observe  any  favoritism  to  any  business  that  does  not  contribute  its 
share  of  revenue  to  the  paper.  The  churches,  schools  and  other  institutions 
referred  to,  of  a  benevolent  character,  have  long  been  looked  upon  by  the  newspa- 
per press  as  entitled  to  recognition  in  the  news  columns  of  their  journals  because 
they  are  factors  for  good  in  the  community,  and  are  not  conducted  for  profit  and 
gain.  Public  sentiment  has  gained  them  this  recognition,  for  the  unselfish  sup- 
porters of  these  institutions  being  also  patrons  of  the  newspaper,  they  demand 
that  it  shall,  as  the  mouthpiece  of  the  community  and  an  exponent  of  its  best  in- 
terests, devote  a  portion  of  its  energies  to  foster  and  promote  that  which  is 
conducted  for  the  good  of  all.  As  fraternalists,  we  claim  that  the  same  recog- 
nition accorded  to  the  institutions  mentioned  should  be  given  our  societies,  by 
reason  of  our  aim  and  desire  to  work  for  the  common  good  of  the  community, 
with  no  thought  of  personal  reward.  With  a  very  few  exceptions  the  press  of 
the  country,  of  late  years,  have  thus  viewed  the  fraternal  society,  and  there  is 
no  complaint  to  make  as  to  proper  attentions  not  having  been  given  to  enter- 
tainment under  fraternal  auspices,  or  space  devoted  to  the  reports  of  gatherings 
and  conventions  of  the  various  Orders. 

WHAT  OF  THE  FRATERNAL  BENEFICIARY  ORDERS? 

When  it  comes  to  the  fraternal  beneficiary  society  being  considered  as  part  of 
the  fraternal  fabric,  and  therefore  entitled  and  expecting  the  same  recognition 
from  the  press,  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  existing.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  members  of  this  latter  class  comprise  nearly  one-half  of  the  entire  fraternal 
army,  yet  they  are  often  referred  to  as  belonging  to  nothing  but  *  insurance 
societies,"  and  are  considered  by  some  as  falsely  trading  upon  the  word  "  frater- 
nity." It  has  been  because  of  the  insinuations  thus  thrown  out,  as  well  as  the 
thoughtless  use  of  misleading  terms  by  our  well  meaning  friends,  that  the  news- 
paper press  has  been  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  properly  place  us  before  the  pub- 
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lie,  and  for  that  reason  the  average  newspaper  has  not  been  the  factor  io  the 
fraternal  beneficiary  work  that  it  should  have  been.  The  old  line  insurance 
companies  and  the  mutual  assessment  associations  have  purposely  misrepre- 
sented the  fraternal  beneficiary  system,  but  when,  in  addition,  many  members  of 
our  organizations,  including  some  leading  officials,  have  used  the  same  terms  as 
the  insurance  companies,  we  cannot  attach  any  blame  to  the  newspapers  for  not 
correctly  quoting  us.  If  the  system  has  been  misrepresented,  either  willfully  or 
thoughtlessly,  to  what  authority  can  we  refer  to  as  the  proper  one  to  define  our 
system  and  thus  enable  the  press  to  enlighten  the  general  public  as  to  our  aims, 
objects  and  purposes  ?  Most  assuredly  we  would  say,  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress,  which  is  the  only  representative  and  authorized  body  of  the  fraternal 
beneficiary  system  as  a  whole.  In  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  Constitution  and 
Laws  of  the  Congress  we  find  this  provision,  regulating  the  admission  of  mem- 
bers to  the  Congress : 

"Fourth — No  Fraternal  Society,  Order  or  Association  shall  be  entitled  to 
'*  representation  in  this  Congress,  unless  such  Society,  Order  or  Association  be 
**  formed  or  organized  and  carried  on  for  the  sole  benefit  of  its  members  and 
"their  beneficiaries,  and  not  for  profit,  having  a  lodge  system,  with  a  ritualistic 
*'  form  of  work  and  representative  form  of  government,  and  making  provision 
''for  the  payment  of  benefits  in  case  of  death  (with  provision,  if  its  laws  so  pro- 
"vide,  for  the  payment  of  benefits  in  case  of  sickness,  temporary  or  physical 
*'  disability,  either  as  the  result  of  disease,  accident  or  old  age,  provided  the 
"period  of  life  at  which  payment  of  disability  benefits  on  account  of  old  age 
**  commences  shall  not  be  under  seventy  years),  the  fund  for  the  payment  of 
"such  benefits  and  the  expenses  of  such  association  being  derived  from  assess- 
'*  ments  or  dues  collected  from  its  members,  and  death  benefits  payable  to  the 
"  families,  heirs,  blood  relatives,  affianced  husband  or  affianced  wife,  or  persons 
"dependent  upon  the  member;  these  principles  being  an  obligated  duty  on  all 
"  members,  to  be  discharged  without  compensation  or  pecuniary  reward,  the 
**  general  membership  attending  to  the  general  business  of  the  Order,  and  a  fra- 
"  ternal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  each  other,  a  duty  taught,  recognized  and  prac- 
"  ticed  as  a  motive  and  bond  of  organization.*' 

This  is  the  tenet  of  faith,  so  to  speak,  that  the  representatives  of  every  society 
are  pledged  and  bound  to  subscribe  to  when  admitted  to  the  Congress.  Taking 
this  quotation  as  an  authoritative  text,  no  fair-minded  individual  or  newspaper 
editor  or  reporter  would  consider  one  of  these  organizations  in  the  light  of  an 
insurance  company.  The  word  "insurance"  or  "policy"  is  not  mentioned  in 
this  text,  while  the  same  noble  and  unselfish  principles  are  embodied  as  are  found 
in  the  aims  and  objects  of  what  are  referred  to  as  the  "  regular  fraternities."  As 
members  of  the  Congress,  and  therefore  acquiescing  and  believing  in  the  pria* 
ciples  laid  down  and  enunciated  by  it,  we  should  insist  that  all  those  presuming 
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to  represent  us  as  informers  should  stick  strictly  to  the  text  prescribed  by  the 
Congress,  and  which  is  based  upon  the  laws  of  the  various  organizations  them- 
selves, thus  relieving  us  from  all  embarrassments  by  having  our  system  misquoted 
and  misunderstood.  The  lodge  and  the  ritual  come  first,  and  we  are  entitled  to 
certain  benefits  as  the  laws  of  our  society  provide,  only  after  we  have  taken  the 
obligation  and  become  members  of  the  society.  The  Congress  says,  ''The 
motive  and  bond  of  the  organization  "  must  be  **  a  fraternal  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  each  other."  Carrying  out  this  principle,  we  are  aiding  our  members 
**  without  pecuniary  reward,"  and  there  are  no  speculative  features  about  any 
business  that  we  do.  Our  local,  grand  and  supreme  officers  are  paid  salaries 
commensurate  with  the  duties  they  have  to  perform,  the  same  as  the  officers  of 
all  benevolent  and  charitable  institutions,  and  also  those  of  the  "regular  frater- 
nities/' so-called.  These  observations,  if  they  are  correct — and  they  must  be 
correct  if  the  principles  as  voiced  by  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  are  cor- 
rect— ^lead  us  to  the  following  conclusions  regarding  the  newspaper  press  as  a 
factor  in  advancing  the  interests  ot  the  fraternal  beneficiary  society  : 

First — In  order  to  be  a  factor  in  fraternal  beneficiary  society  work,  the  news- 
paper press  must  thoroughly  understand  its  aims,  objects  and  purposes,  and  (hen 
make  correct  statements  concerning  it,  so  that  the  societies  shall  not  sund  in  a 
false  light  before  the  public. 

Second — All  information  given  the  press  concerning  the  fraternal  beneficiary 
system  should  conform  to  the  principles  enunicated  by  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress,  and  the  officers  of  all  societies  should  be  instructed  and  the  members 
educated  along  that  line. 

Third — An  effort  should  be  made  at  all  times  to  personally  interest  newspaper 
publishers,  editors  and  reporters  in  the  fraternal  beneficiary  societies,  and  endeavor 
to  enroll  their  names  upon  the  books  of  the  Orders  as  members,  so  that  they 
may  not  only  fully  appreciate  the  blessings  of  the  fraternity  and  the  protection 
for  themselves  and  families,  but  also  that  they  may  be  in  a  position  to  investi- 
gate and  gain  knowledge  of  theii  own  record  that  will  lead  them  to  push  a  fra- 
ternal pencil  for  the  mutual  good  of  themselves  and  their  brother  members. 

Fourth — No  terms  should  be  used  in  referring  to  the  societies,  or  their  aims 
and  objects,  inconsistent  with  those  expressed  officially  through  the  Congress, 
and  this  Fraternal  Press  Association,  as  an  auxiliary  section  of  the  Congress, 
should  agree  upon  the  proper  terms  to  be  used  in  our  various  fraternal  papers. 
The  words  "insurance,"  "premium,"  "policy,"  and  kindred  old  line  insurance 
terms  should  find  no  place  in  our  vocabulary,  either  alone  or  compounded  with 
the  word  "  fratemaL"  There  may  not  be  much  in  a  name,  and  possibly  no 
serious  harm  can  come  from  calling  *'Jack"  "Jim,"  or  "Jim"  "Jack.»»  If, 
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however,  **  Jack  "  becomes  a  pick-pocket  and  "  Jim"  remains  an  honest  boy  and 
goes  to  Sunday  School,  it  does  hurt  "  Jim  "  to  be  called  **  Jack  "  and  be  obliged 
to  take  '*  Jack's  "  repuution  with  the  name.  Thus,  with  the  fraternal  beneficiary 
society,  it  is  not  exactly  the  misfit  name  of  **  insurance  "  that  injures  us,  but  it 
is  the  reputation  that  we  are  obliged  to  take  with  the  name,  and  the  confusion 
and  embarrassment  it  causes  us  when  dealing  with  insurance  commissioners, 
legislators  and  others  who  are  trying  to  ^*  regulate  "  our  business  for  us  from  an 
insurance  standpoint,  or  the  courts  before  whom  cases  are  taken,  tried  and 
decisions  rendered . 

I 
Fifth — As  individual  members  of  the  various  fraternal  beneficiary  societies, 

we  should  be  trufy  fraternal  in  all  our  dealings  with  one  another  and  those  on 
the  outside,  and  the  spirit  of  the  laws  of  the  organization  to  which  we  belong 
should  govern  our  every-day  actions  rather  than  the  letter.  In  so  doing  we 
gain  the  confidence  and  approval  of  the  public's  ever  watchful  and  critical  eye, 
while  the  daily  and  weekly  press  will  then  readily  accord  us  the  proper  recogni- 
tion in  the  news  columns  of  their  journals,  not  as  advertisers, because  we  are 
doing  an  "  insurance  business,*'  but  as  promoters  of  the  common  good  in  the 
uplifting  of  mankind  through  a  mutual  brotherhood  and  the  extending  of  a  will- 
ing and  ready  relief  to  the  sick  and  afflicted  of  our  members,  and  that  financial 
aid  to  their  widows  and  orphans  which  In  neither  '* insurance**  nor  ** charity,** 
but  rather  the  fulfillment  of  an  obligation  which  is  the  basis  of  '*  a  fraternal  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  each  other,  which  means  to  defend  and  protect  each  other 
and  those  dependent  upon  us  in  the  time  of  danger,  need  or  sorrow." 

If,  then,  true  fraternity  shall  be  our  guiding  star,  and  we,  as  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  various  societies,  follow  the  direction  and  course  of  that  star  by 
strictly  adhering  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  Orders  as  taught  by  our- 
selves through  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  we  will  succeed  in  convincing 
the  newspapers  of  our  day  and  generation  that  the  greatest  boon  they  can  con- 
fer upon  mankind  is  by  becoming  an  important  factor  in  the  advancement  of 
fraternalism,  and  that  branch  of  it  that  is  represented  by  two  millions  of  adher- 
ents in  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system.  This  accomplished,  and  the  tribute  of 
an  editor  of  one  of  the  great  Northwestern  dailies  lo  the  leader  of  one  of  our 
fraternal  beneficiary  societies,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  latter's  visit  to  the  city 
of  the  former,  would  become  universal.  This  editor  expressed  himself  in  this 
comprehensive  manner  : 

'*  It  is  recorded  in  the  Word  that  Christ  went  about  doing  good.  The  thought 
has  often  occurred  to  me,  and  now  I  express  myself  publicly  and  with  all  rever- 
ence, that  a  man  in  the  character  of  such  a  leader  is  Christ-like,  because  he,  too, 
is  going  about  the  world  doing  good.  How  much  of  this  he  has  done,  how  he 
has  scattered  countless  seeds  of  kindness,  none  will  ever  know  ;  but  in  the 
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prayers  and  blessings  of  widows  and  orphans,  and  in  the  assuaging  of  grief  of 
those  whose  bereavement  has  been  poignant,  and  who  through  his  instrumen- 
tality have  been  enabled  to  face  the  world  and  its  duties  and  cares  with  braver, 
lighter  hearts,  there  will  be  reared  a  monument  that  shall  reach  to  the  heavenly 
throne  and  prove  a  Jacob's  ladder  whereby  he  may  ascend  to  his  reward." 

A  voluntary  recognition  like  this  from  a  leading  journalist  was  not  given  as 
an  *'  insurance  "  endorsement  of  the  Order,  but  it  came  from  a  man  who  in  his 
heart  realized  that  the  fraternal  beneficiary  society  was  fulfilling  the  mission 
that  was  *'  Christ-like/'  and  that  thus  it  was  an  important  and  necessary  factor 
in  his  life  and  home  as  it  was  in  the  lives  and  homes  of  millions  of  others,  and 
for  that  reason  he  proposed  to  use  his  pen  as  a  factor  for  fraternity  whenever 
an  opportunity  offered. 


THE  BENEFIT  OF  FRATERNALISM  TO  THE  HOME. 

BY  MISS  EMMA  E.  BOWER,  ANN  ARBOR,  MICH.,  EDITOR  OF  THE  '*  LADY  OF  THE 

BIACCABEE.** 

In  presenting  this  paper  for  your  consideration  I  may,  perhaps,  wander  some- 
what from  what  was  intended  when  my  subject  was  assigned  me ;  but  to  *give 
my  ideas  as  to  '*  The  Benefit  of  Fraternalism  to  the  Home  "  I  must  bear  upon 
woman's  work,  fraternity,  fraternal  and  secular  organizations,  for  the  reason 
that  through  the  education  and  Christian  influence  of  these  societies  fraternal- 
ism to  the  home  is  largely  increased. 

The  first  record  we  have  of  fraternal  societies  was  in  203  B.  C.  Again,  in 
268  A.  D.,  we  find  that  Marcus  Aurelius,  during  his  reign  as  Emperor  of  Rome, 
agreed  to  protect  any  merchant  whose  property  should  suffer  damage  in  trans- 
port. 

During  the  Elizabethan  era  in  1493,  mutual  aid  societies  were  instituted, 
called  *'  guilds."  These  were  originally  composed  of  the  inhabitants  of  towns 
who,  upon  certain  conditions,  were  entitled  to  relief  in  case  of  sickness,  death, 
etc.  Later  they  were  classified  as  religious  and  secular,  the  former  being  more 
of  a  charitable  institution,  while  the  main  object  of  the  latter  was  the  advance- 
ment of    the  commercial  relations  of  fraternity. 

History  tell  us  these  secular  guilds  were  really  the  origin  of  municipal  corpor- 
ations. In  1705  a  life  insurance  association  was  organized  and  chartered  by 
Queen  Anne,  which  did  business  for  over  160  years.  In  1769  an  organization 
known  as  the  Presbyterian  Minister's  Fund  was  instituted  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
This  is  the  oldest  life  insurance  company  existing  at  the  present  time,  and  to-day. 
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as  in  the  past  140  years,  it  is  still  restricted  to  the  admitting  only  of  Presbyterian 
clergymen,  which  must  necessarily  make  its  membership  small.  Althongh  in- 
stituted practically  as  a  life  insurance  company,  it  is  in  one  sense  a  fraternal  and 
beneficiary  society. 

Masonry,  a  fraternal  organization,  is  of  such  ancient  origin  that  the  place  of  its 
birth  is  unknown.  The  legends  say  that  it  was  organized  at  the  building  of  the 
temple  of  Solomon.  Some  writer,  however,  has  traced  its  birth  to  the  year 
1459.  While  Masonry,  more  than  any  other  Order,  teaches  the  duty  of  charity 
in  its  largest  and  most  sacred  sens«-,  it  differs  from  other  societies  most  essen- 
tially in  relieving  distress  and  want. 

The  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  another  of  the  oldest  secret  benevo- 
lent societies,  had  iu  origin  in  1745.  The  objecu  of  this  society  are  '*to 
visit  the  sick,  relieve  the  distressed,  bury  the  dead,  and  educate  the  orphan." 

What  this  organization  aims  to  do  in  the  uplifting  of  mankind  all  fraternal  and 
benevolent  societies  desire,  and  their  creed  is  to  endeavor  to  benefit  humanity 
by  shedding  abroad  the  divine  principles  of  charity,  love,  benevolence,  friend- 
ship, truth. 

And  so  we  might  go  on  ad  infinitum  and  enumerate  many  societies  which 
have  done  and  are  doing  much  to  enlighten  and  benefit  the  human  race. 

There  are  numerous  organizations,  also  fraternal  beneficiary  Orders,  com- 
posed wholly  of  women,  and  we  believe  since  the  institution  of  such  societies, 
the  organization  of  men  have  been  advanced,  and  by  the  clasping  of  hands  of 
men  and  women  in  fraternal  work  greater  good  has  resulted  to  the  home,  to  the 
children,  to  the  men  and  women  themselves. 

These  fraternal  societies  appeal  to  all  that  is  noble  in  our  nature,  and  teach  us 
the  brotherhood  of  man,  the  sisterhood  of  woman,  and  the  fatherhood  of  God. 
Through  these  great  fraternities  the  human  race  has  come  to  a  broader  view  of 
the  higher  laws  of  life,  of  love,  of  generosity,  of  fraternal  friendship.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  fraternal  society,  therefore,  has  become  the  great  educator  of  the 
generation,  and  the  '*  Benefit  of  Fraternalism  to  the  Home'*  is  acknowledged 
thereby. 

The  first  step  toward  having  a  happy  home  is  to  honor  God  in  the  home  life 
and  to  extend  to  every  member  of  the  family  love  and  forbearance  ;  to  seek  to 
help  one  another  that  each  may  bear  his  part  of  the  burden  of  life. 

Fraternity  is  that  indefinable  yet  ever  present  consciousness  within  us  that 
the  human  race  is  the  offspring  of  a  common  parentage..  Some  writer  says : 
'*  It  is  a  constant  reminder  that  the  individuals  of  our  race  are  utterly  depend- 
ent, first  upon  a  common  parent,  and  second,  upon  one  another." 
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Where  do  we  find  this  more  manifest  than  in  the  home  ?  There  every  member 
of  the  family  is  dependent  upon  another  for  assistance  in  some  form  or  other. 

Fraternity  means  love,  generosity,  helpfulness,  the  feeling  ;  upon  my  efforts 
largely  depends  the  salvation  of  some  soul.  Fraternalism  must  be  in  the  home.  It 
is  the  one  place  of  all  others  where  true  fraternity  should  be  found.  It  is  the 
golden  link  which  binds  together  husband  and  wife,  father,  mother,  sister  and 
brother.  It  is  the  champion  of  honor,  integrity  and  goodness,  and  the  uncom- 
promising foe  of  deceit  and  dishonor. 

Fraternity  influences  men  and  women  to  provide  for  their  own  hotiseholds. 
It  inspires  them  to  a  higher  sentiment  in  the  home,  and  children  are  taught  to 
respect  the  rights  of  others  ;  to  do  unto  others  as  they  wish  to  be  done  by.  To 
protect  one  another,  to  love,  sympathize,  encourage  ;  to  bear  and  forbear.  To 
have  a  care  for  the  weak  and  suffering,  the  aged  and  the  infirm. 

Without  the  seeds  of  fraternity  being  sown  in  the  home  we  should  grow  to 
womanhood  and  manhood  devoid  of  refining  influences,  and  selfishness,  shal- 
lowness and  indifference  would  govern  our  lives. 

Fraternity  ?  What  significance  in  the  word  !  It  is  a  bond  which  binds  together 
people  of  all  classes,  of  all  languages ;  the  educated  and  the  unlearned  ;  the 
rich  and  the  poor ;  the  high  and  the  low,  and  makes  that  bond  a  potent  factor 
for  good.  It  fills  our  hearts  with  charity  and  love  for  those  less  fortunate  than 
ourselves.  It  bring  us  closer  to  the  hearts  of  our  fellow  men  and  helps  us  to 
sympathize  and  to  aid  in  relieving  the  sorrows  and  destitutions  of  others,  and 
oftentimes,  when  engaged  in  such  work,  our  own  overburdened  soul  is  more 
happy. 

What  a  different  world  we  would  have  if  the  spirit  of  sympathy  and  helpful- 
ness was  supreme  in  every  heart !  It  is  so  easy,  if  we  only  desire  to  help,  to 
extend  aid  in  times  of  need;  to  lift  the  heavy  burdens  from  the  hearu  and 
shoulders  of  those  with  whom  we  come  in  contact.  There  is  nothing  that  will 
so  cause  our  own  trials  to  seem  light  as  forgetting  self  in  thought  of  others. 

Fraternalism  is  only  that  other  name  for  love,  for  unity  of  interests  and  help- 
fulness for  one  another.  These  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  have  provided  a 
way  by  which  a  man  or  woman  can  protect  loved  ones,  and  have  also  solved  the 
problem  of  giving  aid  without  giving  charity.  Who  can  estimate  the  good  these 
associations  have  accomplished  by  their  persistent  and  noiseless  work  of  love 
and  mercy  in  their  jurisdictions  all  over  the  world  ?  Through  them  vice  and 
crime  are  rebuked  and  a  higher  tone  of  influence  is  imparted. 

The  spirit  which  obtains  in  them  is  gratifying  evidence  of  the  upward  ten- 
dency of  humanity.  Their  charities  are  many,  but  they  are  unostentatious. 
Their  ministrations  to  the  sick  and  afflicted  are  among  the  grandest  things  there 
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are  in  life.  Their  influence  is  most  potent  toward  the  fulfillment  of  the  golden 
rule,  and  in  all  ways  they  are  a  prominent  factor  in  the  betterment  of  human 
living.  The  spirit  which  actuates  them  is  the  essence  of  unselfishness,  and  in 
proportion  as  this  spirit  takes  hold  upon  the  great  human  heart,  so  will  the  old 
earth  become  brighter  and  better. 

Fraternalism  has  done  much  for  the  man  who  was  a  despot  in  his  own  home  ; 
whose  will  was  law,  whose  wife  trembled  at  the  sound  of  his  footsteps,  and  the 
children  hid  themselves  upon  the  father's  home-coming.  It  has  taught  such  a 
man  that  there  are  others  in  the  world  determined  and  self-willed,  but  courteous, 
thoughtful,  companionable  and  considerate.  To  such  men  the  fraternal  societies 
have  indeed  done  much.  They  have  been  taught  not  to  willingly  inflict  heart 
wounds  in  the  home.  They  have  become  less  the  despot  and  are  ready  and  will- 
ing to  make  sacrifices  and  to  think  of  the  family's  desires  and  wishes. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  for  the  aid  of  these  great  fraternal  beneficiary  societies 
to  widowed  parents,  thousands  of  innocent  children  would  suffer  the  pangs  of 
hunger  and  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  vice,  who  are  now  well  clothed,  fed  and 
educated  mentally  and  morally. 

When  we  provide  to  make  good  citizens,  the  homes  of  this  great  land  are  pro- 
tected and  the  **  Benefit  of  Fraternalism  to  the  Home  "  demonstrated.  Fraternity 
takes  us  to  the  bedside  of  the  dying  brother  or  sister  to  alleviate  the  bodily  or 
mental  suffering.  It  takes  us  across  the  threshold  of  the  home  where  death  is 
and  binds  up  the  wounds  it  has  made. 

But  what  of  the  wife  and  mother  in  the  home  ?  Woman  stands  as  the  sacred 
guardian  of  our  homes.  While  men  are  the  natural  protectors  of  women  from 
the  difliculties,  dangers  and  privations  growing  out  of  the  lesser  physical  force 
and  necessary  pre-occupation  in  the  care  of  infancy  and  childhood,  women  are 
the  natural  protectors  of  men  against  reckless  exposure,  excessive  toil  and 
ungoverned  passions  and  appetites.  Women  are  the  conservators  of  private 
morals.  They  are  loyal,  appreciative  and  the  equal  of  men  in  intellect,  the 
peer  of  man  in  morals  and  Christian  living. 

Nowhere  have  changes  been  more  wonderful  than  in  their  relations  to  woman. 
And  what  has  done  all  this?  Women's  organizations.  They  are  many,  and 
each  has  its  own  field  and  works  in  its  own  way  for  women's  enlargement. 
Woman's  work  is  to  create  and  uphold  correct  moral  sentiment ;  for  moral  sen- 
timent is  everywhere  the  controlling  power.  The  moral  influence,  therefore,  of 
women's  organizations  is  seen  along  many  lines,  and  nowhere  more  strikingly 
than  in  the  effecu  they  produce  on  the  women  themselves.  They  reach  and 
move  men  also.  Men  are  nobler  and  stronger  to-day  because  of  what  womea» 
through  their  organizations,  are  doing  for  themselves  and  the  world. 
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Through  the  educational  advantages  of  these  women's  organizations  mothers 
are  able  to  do  more  and  better  work  for  their  families  than  would  otherwise  be 
the  case.  The  mother  who  trains  her  child*  wisely  and  presides  over  her  home 
with  dignity  and  wisdom  must  be  herself  what  she  would  like  it  to  become. 

With  home  inviolable  and  secure,  civilization  advances;  without  this,  have  what 
you  may,  civilization  cannot  exist.  Under  such  influences  fraternalism  is  made 
an  important  factor  for  good,  and  children  are  brought  up  to  know  the  full  mean- 
ing of  fraternalism  to  the  home.  Through  the  home  influences  it  is  carried 
into  their  daily  life  and  they  are  made  happier  by  realizing  their  responsibilities, 
and  are,  therefore,  better  prepared  to  face  the  evils  and  temptations  of  the 
world. 

We  feel  a  natural  pride  in  our  American  women.  Their  achievments  in 
every  department  of  life,  business,  social  and  religious,  have  been  great.  Their 
labors  in  the  church,  in  home  and  foreign  mission  fields,  as '  well  as  all  fields  of 
philanthropy  and  reform,  call  forth  the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world  to-day. 

Are  we  wandering  from  the  subject  when  we  dwell  upon  what  woman  has 
done  ?  We  think  not.  We  believe  the  great  work  done  by  the  women  of  to- 
day along  all  lines  calls  them  to  be  better  home-makers,  better  wives,  better 
mothers.  The  women  who  will  in  the  futute  look  after  the  health  and  morals  of 
the  future  generation  are  to-day  babes.  Upon  their  proper  development  will 
determine  the  trend  of  home  life,  yes,  national  life  as  well. 

The  mothers  must  use  their  abilities  in  building  brain  and  character  for  these 
future  citize/)s,  giving  them  the  right  surroundings,  the  needed  education,  the 
necessary  protection. 

Home  is  not  merely  roof  and  walls. 

Though  with  pictures  hung  or  gilded, 

Home's  where  love  and  kindness  falls 

Like  dew,  on  shrines  the  heart  hath  builded*. 

Home,  go  watch  the  mating  doves. 

Cooing  in  the  trees  above  us  ; 

**  Home  is  where  there's  one  to  love, 

Home  is  where  there's  one  to  love  us." 

Home  may  be  an  humble  cot. 

Where  love  meets  love  with  kisses  ; 

Where  man  in  all  his  weary  lot, 

Will  turn  to  it  for  blisses. 

That  home  is  nearest  like  to  home, 

Where  love  for  love  is  given  ; 

To  weary  hearts  it  is  a  boon, 

And  nearest  like  to  heaven. 
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THE  FRATERNAL  PRESS  SHOULD  LEAD,  NOT  FOLLOW,  IN  ADVO- 
GATING  IMPROVED  METHODS  AND  GREATER  SECURITY 
IN  FRATERNAL  PROTECTION. 

BY  W.  WARN!  WILSON,  DRTROIT,  MICH.,  EDITOR   "  COLUMBIAN  HERALD." 

The  truth  of  the  proposition  stated  in  the  subject  now  to  be  considered  must 
be  admitted.  Education  is  the  chief  duty  of  the  fraternal  press,  and  if  it  fails 
to  perform  this  duty  it  does  not  fulfill  its  mission.  It  may  be  urged,  however, 
that  the  chief  purpose  of  a  fraternal  paper  is  to  advocate  the  particular  methods 
of  the  fraternity  it  represents.  While  it  naturally  follows  that  a  large  portion  of 
its  work  must  be  devoted  to  this  purpose,  yet  it  is  just  as  evident  that  the  more 
important  part  of  its  mission  relates  to  those  broader  principles  in  which  all  of 
the  fraternal  societies  are  interested.  In  other  words,  the  fraternal  press  has  a 
scope  which  is  only*bounded  by  the  possibilities  of  fraternal  protection.  It  may 
well  recount  the  victories  of  the  past,  but  it  should  also  point  out  the  parallel 
defeats,  and  use  them  as  milestones  to  guide  the  societies  on  their  pathway.  The 
experience  of  the  past  is,  therefore,  to  be  used  as  an  index  of  the  future.  We 
are  to  learn  by  our  own  experience  and  also  by  the  experience  of  others,  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  fraternal  press  to  collate  this  esperience  and  place  it  before 
the  societies  in  such  a  way  that  it  shall  be  heeded.  To  perform  this  duty  it  is 
necessary  to  extend  the  horizon  which  is  often  too  limited  in  extent.  The 
experience  of  every  society  of  like  nature  is  valuable  and  not  to  be  cast  to  one 
side,  and  it  is  only  when  the  fraternal  press  shall  realize  the  full  measure  of  its 
duty  and  possibility  that  it  will  become  that  helpmeet  to  the  societies  it  was 
originally  designed  to  be. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  fraternal  beneficial  societies  was  the  aid  of  the 
press  more  necessary  than  it  is  to-day.  Experience  has  demonstrated  that 
methods  which  were  at  one  time  deemed  sufficient  are  now  incompetent  to  ful- 
fill their  purpose,  that  plans  which  were  supposed  to  be  permanent  are  only  tem- 
porary, and  that  a  basis  has  yet  to  be  found  upon  which  fraternal  protection  shall 
rear  an  edifice  which  shall  be  secure  for  all  time.  It  is  necessary  to  suggest, 
however,  that  before  the  fraternal  press  can  accomplish  such  a  mission,  can 
become,  as  it  were,  an  educator,  a  leader,  it  must  itself  become  educated.  It 
must  broaden  its  vision,  it  must  get  away  from  that  narrowness  of  view  which 
too  often  characterizes  it,  and  must  Uke  to  itself  that  broader  spirit  of  fraternity 
which  is  at  once  the  symbol  and  the  foundation  of  these  societies.  Those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  scan  the  columns  of  the  fraternal  press  can  but  be  astonished 
at  the  loose  statements  made,  the  inaccuracy  of  thought,  the  lack  of  knowledge, 
and  shall  we  say,  the  unwillingness  to  learn,  which  is  evident  in  many  instances. 
How  can  the  blind  lead  the  blind  ?  is  a  question  I  propound  and  leave  others  to 
answer. 
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Never  in  the  history  of  fraternal  societies  were  there  so  many  subjects  of 
importance  under  consideration  as  there  are  to-day.  Never  during  the  rise  and 
progress  of  fraternal  beneficial  protection  in  the  .United  States  has  there  been 
the  necessity  of  an  intelligent  advocacy  of  those  questions  which  most  nearly 
concern  these  societies  as  there  is  at  the  present  time.  If  the  fraternal  press 
is  to  accomplish  the  full  measure  of  its  responsibility,  it  must  do  its  whole  duty 
and  do  that  duty  well. 

The  two  lines  of  thought  suggested  by  the  subject  are,  improved  methods  and 
greater  security.  Both  of  these  relate  to  the  business  side  of  the  fraternities 
and  both  have  for  their  objective  point  the  one  great  purpose  for  which  these 
societies  came  into  existence,  the  protection  of  the  home.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
go  back  over  the  history  of  the  past  and  show  how  the  crude  methods  of  the 
earlier  days  have  been  supplanted  by  others  more  suited  to  the  needs  of  the 
present  time,  and  it  is  certainly  unnecessary  to  show  that  the  methods  of  to-day 
will  be  replaced  by  ot|)ers  that  will  better  serve  their  purpose.  It  is  evident 
that  if  the  fraternal  press  is  to  lead  in  the  advocacy  of  improved  methods  and 
greater  security  in  fraternal  protection,  it  can  only  be  by  an  intelligent  study  of 
the  principles  underlying  the  system  of  fraternal .  protection  and  the  methods  by 
which  thosp  principles  are  put  into  practice,  and  if  there  is  one  criticism  to  be 
urged  upon  the  fraternal  press  of  to  day,  it  is  its  lack  of  ability  in  this  direction. 
The  tendency  has  been  to  follow  instead  of  leading,  or  if  leadership  has  been 
attempted,  it  has  been  of  the  guerrilla^kind — each  man  for  himself  irrespective 
of  the  rest.  The  change  in  methods,  which  has  done  so  much  to  promote  the 
cause  of  fraternal  protection,  has  not  been  the  product  of  the  fraternal  press, 
except  in  rare  instances,  and  too  often  the  fraternal  press  has  been  found  to  be 
the  drag  upon  the  wheels  of  progress,  holding  back  the  accomplishment  of  the 
necessary  reform. 

It  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  paper  to  reiterate  the  faithful  and 
untiring  work  which  has  been  don^  in  the  past  and  will  be  done  in  the  future  and 
the  work  that  has  been  illy  repaid  and  in  many  cases  done  at  a  financial  loss.  Even 
under  such  circumstances,  he  who  would  mould  public  opinion  must  himself  be 
not  only  competent  but  courageous  enough  to  do  the  pioneer  work  that  is  neces- 
sary in  every  reform.  The  standard  of  the  fraternal  press  should  be  elevated, 
and  if  the  subject  upon  which  this  paper  is  written  be  taken  to  heart,  there  will 
be  an  ideal  to  attain  unto  and  an  objective  point  to  reach  that  will  stimulate 
thought,  encourage  study  and  be  an  incalculable  benefit  to  all  concerned. 
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FRATERNITY  THE  BASIS  OF  GOOD  GOVERNMENT. 

BY  HON.  W.  S.  UNTON,  SAGINAW,  MICHIGAN. 

Ashes  of  years  of  sin,  the  sacrifice, 
Ashes  of  oaths  and  vows  and  prayers  and  lies, 
Ashes  of  fool  and  knave  and  worldly  wise, 
Ashes  of  empire  under  ashen  skies. 

— From  **  Ashes  of  Empire." 

These  lines  refer  to  governments  of  the  human  race  that  have  faded  and 
passed  away,  their  people  not  bound  together  as  they  should  have  been  by  ties  of 
friendship,  brotherly  love  or  the  spirit  of  fraternity  that  prevails  in  enlightened 
tt'day. 

In  olden  times  it  seems  as  though  every  man's  hand  was  against  his  neighbor, 
all  nations  were  at  enmity,  treaties  were  unknown,  and  crime  and  persecution 
were  rampant.  To-day  the  morning  of  the  millennium  appears  to  be  dawning 
upon  us  when  even  the  Czar  of  all  the  Russias  is  proclaiming  peace  through  the 
world,  declaring  that  all  mankind  are  kin,  and  should  be  accepted  as  such  in  the 
broad  principle  of  fraternity. 

And  what  is  fraternity  ?  A  standard  dictionary  of  our  time  says  :  1st,  "  Fra- 
ternity is  the  stated  condition  or  relationship  of  brotherhood,  hence  that  sympa- 
thy and  aflfection  which  should  characterize  brotherly  and  sisterly  relations ;  2d, 
A  body  of  persons  associated  or  held  to  be  associated  together  by  common  in- 
terests or  characteristics." 

And,  what  is  government  ?  The  same  authority  says  it  is  the  form  by  which 
a  community  is  controlled.  Moral,  mental  or  physical  control  or  direction. 
Exercise  of  authority  by  a  parent,  instructor  or  society ^  direction  and  control,  as 
of  a  family. 

Our  race  is  one  great  society  or  family,  and  although  under  existing  condi- 
tions there  are  and  cannot  help  but  be  classes  with  lines  more  or  less  distinctly 
drawn,  still  the  great  majority  of  all  conditions  in  life  have  the  same  objects  and 
the  same  aims  ;  the  paramount  purpose  of  each^  however,  being  to  provide  for 
himself  or  herself  and  those  dependent  upon  them.  To  make  this  battle  of  life, 
and  for  very  existence  itself,  '*  a  pleasant  warfare  "  (if  such  a  term  can  be  used) 
is  to- day  the  study  and  ambition  of  the  thinkers  and  sutesmen  of  the  world.  It 
will  be  agreed  by  all  that  a  proper  government  can  in  many  ways  smooth  the 
pathway  of  its  people,  but  almost  every  reform  and  every  advancement  must 
first  be  brought  about  by  the  people  themselves. 

You  have  given  me  as  a  text  "  Fraternity  the  Basis  of  Good  Government," 
but  I  wish  to  qualify  this  somewhat,  and  to  speak  if  possible  only  of  the  prind- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL   FRATERNAL   CONGRESS.  235 

pies  underlying  Fratetnal  Beneficial  Societies^  such  as  are  represented  in  this 
Congress,  principles  which  we  believe  are  the  basis  of  good  government  and 
which  are  much  broader  than  the  limited  features  applied  to  fraternal  societies 
of  other  classes,  some  of  which  perhaps  may  be  criticised  in  permitting  only  a 
favored  few  to  come  within  their  exclusive  portals,  thus  prohibiting  the  great 
mass  of  people  from  becoming  beneficiaries  of  even  a  lodge  funeral,  preceded 
by  a  band  of  music.  Deeds  of  societies  of  a  strictly  social  character  are  as  a 
drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  compared  with  the  good  that  can  be  and  is  accom- 
plished every  hour  in  a  broad  realistic  and  substantial  way  by  the  fraternal  ben- 
eficial societies.  Our  Orders  not  only  supply  every  social  feature,  every  lodge 
feature,  every  charitable  feature  advocated  by  others,  but  we  go  beyond  all  this 
and  furnish  for  the  homes  of  members,  years  after  their  passing  away,  the  ne- 
cessities and  even  comforts  of  living,  which  he  or  she  during  life  alone  could 
provide,  and  thus  in  this  country,  where  the  people  are  the  rulers,  we  are  fast 
becoming  the  basis  of  good  government  itself,  by  providing  for  the  needy,  by 
caring  for  the  aged  or  distressed,  and  by  educating  the  children  of  the  land. 

In  Michigan,  my  native  State  and  present  abiding  place,  we  have  recently 
passed  through  a  political  campaign  and  fought  over  a  question  upon  which  there 
was  really  no  division  among  the  people  or  between  the  two  great  parties  ;  the 
orators  of  each  proclaiming  *'  equal  taxation ''  from  every  platform  throughout 
the  entire  State.  They  might  as  ii^ell  have  discussed  the  merits  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  as  to  have  argued  upon  a  question  of  that  character,  the  princi- 
ples of  which  are  believed  in  by  all,  although  sometimes  violated  by  a  criminal, 
or  encroached  upon  by  a  receiver  of  stolen  goods.  Why  not  have  taken  up  a 
more  vital  question  ?  One  dealing  with  life  and  death,  and  the  extortion  of 
property  from  the  people  of  the  Peninsular  and  other  States,  under  the  authority 
of  law  by  great  corporations.  They  took  from  Wolverines  last  year  four  and 
one-half  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  $2,600,000  was  retained,  never  to  return 
unlets  it  be  in  the  shape  of  a  loan  to  the  very  people  whose  hands  passed  it 
from  their  own  pockets  into  the  greedy  maw  of  the  corporate  giant.  What 
happened  in  Michigan  happened  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  every  community, 
every  city,  and  every  village  throughout  the  land.  I  am  not  a  believer  in  a 
strictly  paternal  government  that  would  in  detail  cover  all  features  of  every  busi- 
ness, every  profession,  and  every  trade  that  can  better  be  carried  on  by  individ- 
uals, but  public  utilities  and  questions  which  affect  the  general  convenience  and 
Che  comfort  of  the  masses,  and  particularly  those  relating  to  the  needy  or  the  depend- 
ent children  or  the  aged,  can  be  properly  brought  under  governmental  control 
and  direction.  Already  two  enlightened  European  governments,  viz.,  Germany 
and  Switzerland,  have  instituted  protection  like  ours  with  government  machinery 
behind  it. 

In  this  great  Republic  of  ours  this  same  question  will  soon  be  discussed  and 
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agitated  throughout  the  land,  and  until  that  time  conies  the  fraternities  repre- 
sented here  to-day  will  be  the  pioneers  in  the  work  of  educating  the  masses  to 
what  co-operative  fraternal  protection  means,  and  what  it  stands  for.  The  day 
is  not  far  distant  when  the  masses  will  awaken  to  the  fact  that  their  financial  life 
blood  is  being  sapped  by  soulless  corporations  (absolutely  foreign  to  fraternity); 
compared  with  the  Sugar  Trust,  The  Standard  Oil  Company  and  others  of  their 
ilk  are  the  merest  infants. 

A  noted  writer,  whose  command  of  the  English  language  made  him  a  genius 
in  his  way  and  brilliant  in  his  writings,  said,  in  substance,  of  these  cormorants 
thus  preying  upon  the  business  and  the  necessities  of  the  people  that 

'*  They  have  doubtless  relieved  some  families  otherwise  destitute  ;  but  where 
they  have  been  a  blessing  to  a  few  they  have  proven  a  curse  to  many.  Where 
they  have  paid  one  dollar  to  the  impoverished  widow  they  have  taken  two  from 
the  needy  wife.  Those  towering  millions  which  make  them  so  '  solid '  represent 
remorseless  raids  by  corporate  greed  on  the  poor  man's  pantry.  They  mean 
families  without  homes,  hearths  without  fires,  children  without  food,  fathers 
bent  with  hopeless  toil  and  mothers  denying  themselves  needful  medicines.  The 
enormous  wealth  of  such  a  company  is  a  certificate  of  infamy  instead  of  a  mat- 
ter for  exultation.  Where  more  than  $^.00  are  received  for  every  |1.00  paid 
out,  that  fact  is  in  itself  prima  facie  evidence  of  fraud." 

A  sermon  preached  on  '*  The  Crime  of  Not  Insuring,"  by  Rev.  T.  DeWitt 
Talmage,  says  that  Joseph  and  Pharaoh  organized  the  first  life  insurance  company; 
and  so  they  did— Joseph  supplying  the  scheme  and  Pharaoh  the  capital.  They 
prevented  a  great  deal  of  suflfering  for  a  time  in  ancient  Mizriam  ;  but  for  this 
service  what  did  they  ask  and  obtain  ?  All  the  money  and  all  the  cattle  and 
every  foot  of  arable  land  in  Egypt,  except  what  belonged  to  the  priesthood  and 
could  not  be  confiscated.  Not  only  that,  but  they  managed  to  purchase  the 
people  with  the  very  grain  they  had  grown  with  their  own  labor  io  their  own 
fields,  and  they  remained  the  peons  of  this  ** original  life  insurance  company" 
until  the  dynasty  of  the  Shepherd  Kings  went  to  the  Devil.  And  the  successors 
of  the  company  organized  by  the  frugal  Hebrew  in  the  Nile  Valley  are  faith- 
fully maintaining  the  reputation  for  greed  earned  by  their  great  archetype.  In 
something  like  a  quarter  of  a  century  they  have  absorbed  a  sixteenth  of  the 
wealth  of  the  whole  world — are  rapidly  transforming  the  United  States  into 
another  Egypt.  Companies  organized  scarce  a  generation  ago,  with  trifling 
capital,  could  now  purchase  whole  States. 

One  that  started  with  but  $100,000  capital  advertises  assets  of  nearly  200 
millions.  I  have  no  objection  to  insurance,  whether  managed  by  Pharaoh's 
seneschal  or  Henry  B.  Hyde ;  but  I  do  object  to  appropriation  by  the  company 
of  all  the  money,  cattle  and  land  in  the  country  and  the  enslavement  of  the 
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people.     That  which  impoverishes  the  land  is  the  advance  agent  of  anarchy. 
They  are  sowing  the  wind  and  will  reap  the  whirlwind. 

Howsoever  much  we  may  decry  the  idea  of  government  '*  going  into  busi- 
ness/' the  time  must  eventually  come  when  Unc(eSam(or  co-operative  societies) 
will  be  the  only  parties  authorized  to  speculate  in  the  blood  of  the  people.  We 
pay  to  old  line  companies  approximately  as  much  for  life  insurance  as  we  do  for 
railway  transportation,  both  freight  and  passenger.  It  has  attained  such  magni- 
tude with  us  that  it  has  an  important  influence  on  the  physical  and  moral  well- 
being  of  the  whole  people,  and  may  properly  become  a  federal  function.  We 
must  care  for  the  helpless  anyhow,  and  it  were  the  part  of  wisdom  to  do  so  in  a 
way  that  will  promote  thrift  and  independence,  rather  than  encourage  want  and 
beggary.  A  couple  possessing  nothing  but  superabundant  animal  desire  are 
wedded,  trusting  to  health  and  strength  to  make  their  way.  A  number  of  olive 
branches  soon  graces  the  union.  The  father  dies,  or  is  incapacitated  by  age  or 
accident  for  earning  a  livelihood,  and  his  dependents  become  *'  objects  of  char- 
ity,"— a  charge  on  the  community — and  are  supported  either  by  voluntary  offer- 
ings or  fed  and  clothed  from  the  tax  fund.  Such  children  are  liable  to  turn  out 
bad.  The  boys  become  loafers  or  criminals,  the  girls  perhaps  worse.  If,  in 
addition  to  co-operative  societies,  the  government  undertook  the  issuance  of 
insurance,  every  postoffice  could  be  authorized  to  receive  applications,  and  thus 
a  vast  army  of  clever  and  eloquent  gentlemen  who  live  on  salaries  and  commis- 
sions paid  by  the  various  old  line  9ompanies,  together  with  the  maintenance  of 
thousands  of  luxurious  offices,  would  cease  to  be  a  charge  on  the  public,  and 
would  be  saved  to  the  insured. 

Policies  issued  by  the  government  or  fraternities  might  at  least  take  the  shape 
of  ten  year  annuities,  thereby  decreasing  the  cost  and  providing  against  that 
waste  which  is  so  often  mother  of  want.  A  $!IS,000  policy,  payable  in  ten  annu- 
al installments,  could  be  safely  issued  by  government,  and  by  Fraternal' Benefi- 
ciary Societies,  too,  to  the  average  man  preparing  to  found  a  family,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  five  cents  a  day,  and  would,  in  most  cases,  keep  widows  off  the 
county  and  enable  orphaned  children  to  become  self-supporting.  The  annuity 
would  be  small,  but  tens  of  thousands  of  men  are  supporting  respectable  fami- 
lies on  a  like  amount.  The  man  who  cannot  save  five  cents  a  day  should  not  be 
permitted  to  venture  upon  marriage.  Having  married,  should  he  fail  to  meet  his 
premiums,  let  him  be  called  legally  to  account  therefor  as  a  man,  who,  through 
criminal  negligence,  is  likely  to  cast  his  dependents  upon  the  country  for  sup- 
port. Insurance  should  be  made  compulsory  on  married  men  whose  assets  were 
not  such  as  to  afford  reasonable  security  that,  in  case  of  death  or  disability, 
their  families  would  not  become  a  charge  on  the  public.  An  annuity  insurance 
policy,  for  at  least  |2,000— or  proof  of  the  possession  of  unincumbered  proper- 
ty io  like  amount — should  be  offered  in  evidence  by  the  man  seeking  a  legal 
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permit  to  increase  the  population  of  the  country,  and  he  should  be  required  to 
maintain  such  policy  so  long  as  he  has  dependents,  or  until  a  disability  has  en- 
abled him  to  realize  upon  it.  Nobody  could  object  to  such  regulation  except 
those  ambitious  to  breed  brats  to  consume  other  men's  bread. 

The  cheapness  of  governmental  or  Co-operative  Society  insurance  resulting 
from  less  **  loading/'  together  with  the  perfect  confidence  of  all  in  the  solvency 
of  the  underwriter,  and  the  certainty  that  all  just  claims  would  be  promptly 
paid,  would  make  such  provision  for  the  future  immensely  popular,  encourage 
frugality  and  independence,  and  thereby  prove  a  mighty  bulwark  against  the 
•ever-rising  tide  of  beggary. 

Governmental  insurance  or  fraternal  protection  would  prove  a  powerful  spur 
to  patriotism.  It  would  foil  many  a  scheme  of  political  predacity,  for  the  poor 
man  would  have  a  *'  stake  "  in  the  government  or  his  society  and  be  quick  to 
resent  whatsoever  threatened  its  solvency.  The  reign  of  the  demagogue  would 
be  done  and  the  hurtful  power  of  the  plutocrat  abridged  ;  for  public,  questions 
would  be  studied  dispassionately  by  the  people,  and  the  vote  of  the  $3,000  policy 
holder  could  not  be  bought  with  a  $2  bill. 

Of  course  all  the  fuglemen  for  the  $75,000  per  annum  insurance  presidents 
will  contract  chronic  laryngitis,  crying  "socialism  ;"  but  while  their  vocal  chords 
vibrate  in  rancorous  dissonance,  the  people  will  remember  that  the  German  gov- 
ernment is  neither  constitutionally  visionary  nor  socialistic,  not  only  supervises 
life  insurance,  but  makes  the  carrying  of  a  policy  compulsory.  The  vital  prin- 
ciple of  life  insurance  or  protection  is  co-operation  ^  not  for  the  production  of  wealth, 
but  for  the  equalisation  of  loss,  and  such  co-operation  can  only  he  carried  to  its 
legitimate  conclusion  by  Fraternity  or  Government,  vis.,  the  people  acting  in  FRA- 
TERNAL UNISONi 

Well  did  the  eloquent  writer  wield  his  pen  against  the  reign  of  those  who  are 
already  surfeited  with  millions  upon  millions.  Compare  his  word  picture  of 
greed  with  the  true  fraternal  work  being  accomplished  by  the  great  masses  of 
men  and  women,  whose  representatives  are  here  assembled,  for  the  good  of  alL 
He  should  have  gone  further  and  referred  to  that  growing  spirit  of  co-operation, 
which  is  the  theme  of  discussion  here  this  afternoon,  and  upon  every  farm,  in 
every  workshop,  in  every  office,  and  in  every  home  in  these  last  days  of  the 
nineteenth  century. 

Fraternal  beneficial  associations  are  the  outgrowth  of  this  co-operative  spirit, 
and  are,  therefore,  popular  with  the  common  people,  and  have  come  to  suy, 
assisting,  wherever  known,  in  promoting  peace  and  prosperity.  The  man  or 
woman  who  is  a  member  of  one  of  them  is  one  who  is  at  peace  with  himself,  or 
herself,  and  with  the  world.  You  will  find  in  them  those  who  meet  their  obli- 
gations, those  who  are  unselfishly  devoted  to  their  families,  kind  to  their  neigh- 
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bors,  good  citizens  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  and  leaders  in  their  community, 
therein  again  proving  the  title  to  this  paper  that  through  the  influence  of  such  as 
these,  **  Fraternity  is  the  Basis  of  Good  Government." 

We  have  in  our  charge  a  sacred  trust,  and  should  perform  the  duties  that  have 
been  assigned  to  us  along  fraternal  lines  carefully  and  with  the  strictest  sense  of 
integrity,  discretion  and  prudence.  We  are  paving  the  way  for  millions  yet  to 
come,  and  must  courageously  stand  by  our  principles,  purposes  and  pledges  in 
building  the  fraternal  structure  well,  and  upon  a  foundation  that  shall  be  as  en- 
daring  as  time  itself.  No  better  agency  to  this  end  is  at  our  command  than  that 
of  the  Fraternal  Press,  which  can  spread  abroad  throughout  the  length  and 
breath  of  civilization  the  information  and  knowledge  that  is  needed  by  the  people. 
I  urge  you  to  keep  constantly  before  your  members  the  great  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived through  their  fidelity  to  our  organizations,  continually  calling  attention  to 
the  duty  which  they  owe  to  themselves,  to  their  neighbors,  and  those  dependent 
upon  them. 

We  are  gathered  in  the  Monumental  City  with  a  body  of  men  and  women 
representing  the  great  fraternal  beneficial  societies  of  North  America  with  a 
membership  of  three  million  souls.  In  a  way  you  are  message-bearers  to  them 
and  to  the  public,  not  advocating  cold,  costly,  corporate  insurance,  but  con- 
stantly instilling  into  the  minds  of  your  readers  the  fraternalism  of  this  age,  and 
the  advantage  of  that  protection  supplied  by  fraternal  beneficial  societies,  which 
returns  to  their  membership  in  results,  practically,  every  dollar  that  is  paid  in,  or 
accumulating  only  what  is  necessary  to  care  for  that  old  age  which  is  the  lot  of 
all,  and  even  that  small  accumulation,  instead  of  being  the  property  of  a  soulless 
corporation  or  even  of  the  officers  of  the  Orders,  is  an  emergency  fund,  and  be- 
longs pro  rata  to  the  entire  membership.  Fraternity  is  not  always  born,  but  can 
be  usually  instilled  into  mankind,  and  it  is  your  duty,  men  and  women  of  the 
Fraternal  Press,  to  perform  this  task.  It  was  a  spirit  of  fraternity  for  the  weak 
and  oppressed  which  caused  the  United  States  to  declare  good  government  for 
Cuba.  It  is  that  same  spirit  which  is  assisting  our  peace  commissioners  to-day 
to  provide  protection  for  the  Fillipinos  of  the  China  Sea.  It  will  cause  those 
poor,  untutored  men  and  women  to  feel  that  there  is  a  civilization  of  which  they 
have  been  deprived,  but  may  yet  have  the  benefit.  It  is  the  spirit  of  fraternity 
which  animates  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  wherever  found,  whether  in  frozen  Alaska, 
or  in  the  hot  jungles  of  Africa,  whether  under  the  Dominion  of  the  British  Em- 
pire, or  our  own  great  Republic,  and  our  hearts  throb  with  pride  as  we  realize 
that  the  flags  of  these  two  greatest  of  civilized  nations  are  grandly  floating  side 
by  side  in  the  sunlight  of  two  hemispheres. 

Only  yesterday  an  eloquent  Englishman,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  addressing  thou- 
sands of  his  countrymen,  in  a  masterly  speech,  said  :    '*  Our  American  kinfolk 
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have  begun  to  understand  us  better.  If  we  have  had  differences  in  the  past,  I 
believe  they  have  arisen  entirely  from  the  want  of  proper  mutual  understanding, 
but  now  the  American  people  know  that  in  the  late  trouble  our  hearts  went  out 
to  them,  and  they  heartily  reciprocate  our  good  feelings.  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
predict  what  may  follow  this  better  feeling,  but  I  may  at  least  hope  that  in  the 
future  the  understanding  of  which  I  have  spoken  may  be  perfected,  and  that  in 
the  face  of  that  understanding  we  two  may  be  able  to  guarantee  peace  and 
civilization  to  the  world." 

May  the  spirit  of  friendship  thus  exemplified  be  emulated  by  other  great 
nations  during  the  twentieth  century  just  dawning  upon  us,  and  before  its  close, 
one  hundred  years  hence,  the  enlightened  people  of  old  earth  can  then  well  say 
with  one  accord  that  **  Fraternity  is  not  only  the  true  basis  of  good  government, 
but  that  it  is  the  basis  upon  which  civilization  itself  rests." 


FRATERNITY    AS    REPRESENTED    IN    THE    FRATERNAL    PRESS 

ASSOCIATION. 

BY  BD.  L.  YOUNG,  NOR  WALK,  OHIO,  EDITOR  *'OHIO  MACCABBB." 

Fraternity,  as  relating  to  this  Press  Section,  must  combine  two  essential 
elements,  namely,  co-operation  and  business,  in  order  to  truly  represent  us. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  legitimate  beneficial  society,  fraternity  is  like  a 
bird  with  a  cropped  wing,  if  it  is  not  hitched  to  practical  business  methods  in  its 
operation. 

Fraternity  is  not  true  or  well  directed  that  does  not  bring  a  reflex  influence — 
thereby  blessing  the  doer  and  the  recipient  alike ;  and  this  is  as  true  from  the 
business  side  as  from  the  other. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  fraternal  journal,  so-called,  co  operated  only  with 
itself  when  it  sought  business,  but  in  vain  ;  but,  thanks  to  this  Association,  that 
time  is  passed,  and  I  trust  forever. 

The  realization  has  come  that,  if  the  Orders  co-operating  with  each  other  add 
security  to  the  individual  membership,  the  same  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
official  organs  of  the  Orders  ought  to  strengthen  that  security,  and  at  the  same 
time  make  a  most  formidable  national  defense  for  the  system  we  represent. 

The  newspaper  in  a  community  is  one  of  the  best  evidences  of  the  intelligence 
of  its  residents ;  a  wise  man  has  said  that  it  marks  the  boundary  lines  of  Chris- 
tian civilization. 
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Every  worthy  cause  has  its  advocate,  and  the  cause  that  has  none  enjoys  that 
distinction  because  of  its  unworthiness.  There  is  nothing  more  characteristic  of 
the  present  day  than  its  fraternal  spirit.  This  influence  has  had  its  development 
in  the  practical  operation  of  the  fraternal  beneficial  society,  which  finds  a  pride 
in  the  fact  that,  like  our  own  cherished  plan  of  government,  it  is  of,  for  and  by 
the  people. 

Because  its  character  is  as  stated,  it  touches  the  great  middle  class  of  our 
humanity  more  directly  thah  any  other  institution  of  Christendom,  except  the 
Christian  Church. 

Our  fraternal  journals  represent  a  larger  percentage  of  those  who  make  up  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  Nation  than  the  journals  of  any  other  system  of  co-op- 
eration ;  and  hence  they  carry  with  them  unlimited  business  opportunities. 

I  am  prepared  to  say  that  no  department  of  fraternal  effort  has  in  it  such 
possibilities  for  giving  far  and  wide  a  practical  exemplification  of  the  true  prin- 
ciples underlying  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  as  has  this  association, 
through  its  representative  publications  which  are  so  essentially  the  mouthpieces 
of  the  societies  composing  the  fraternal  fabric. 

The  fraternity  represented  by  this  section  of  the  Fraternal  Congress  is  three- 
fold in  its  nature  and  application  : 

1st.  It  is  a  fraternity  growing  out  of  acquaintance  and  an  honest  desire  to  be 
mutually  helpful. 

2d.  It  is  a  fraUmity  that  sinks  the  interests  of  the  individual  Order  in  a 
practical  plan  for  making  indestructible  the  great  fraternal  beneficiary  system. 

dd.  It  is  a  fraternity  that,  through  union  of  effort,  makes  it  possible  to  util- 
ize the  limitless  power  of  the  fraternal  publications  as  an  advertising  medium. 

First — Fratemalists  must  know  each  other  to  be  helpful.  The  politician  who 
seeks  to  enlist  the  masses  in  his  election  to  an  ofiScial  position  irst  goes  to  them; 
he  makes  their  acquaintance.  If  that  acquaintance  begets  an  honest  desire  to 
co-operate  with  him,  it  results  in  votes  and  brings  to  him  the  realization  of  his 
ambitions. 

Previous  to  the  organization  of  this  Fress  Section,  little  acquaintance  was 
enjoyed  by  our  editorial  brethren.  Each  Order  was  looked  upon  in  large  meas- 
ure as  antagonistic  to  every  other.  Their  interests  were  separate,  and  there 
was  no  thought  that  these  great  publishing  interests  could  be  so  fraternized  as 
to  make  them  the  great  wall  of  protection  for  our  system  that  they  have  now 
become,  and  at  the  same  time  make  them  a  financial  blessing  to  the  publisher. 

Our  sessions  are  no  longer  mere  occasions  of  banqueting.     They  are  con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


242  TWELFTH   ANNUAL   SESSION, 

ferences  over  the  momentous  issues  which  have  the  fraternal  and  business 
interests  of  millions  of  persons  at  stake,  and  which  receive  the  consideration 
demanded  of  an  association  touching  so  closely  the  vital  interests  of  so  many. 
They  are  blessing  to-day  and  filling  with  promise  the  to-morrow. 

Second — It  is  not  long  since  not  only  the  fraternal  papers,  but  the  field 
workers  representing  our  societies,  were  found  in  antagonistic  attitudes,  and 
there  was  a  lack  of  comprehension  of  the  fact  that  the  various  Orders  were  but 
the  branches  of  one  great  tree,  and  that  in  very  truth  the  concern  of  one  was 
the  concern  of  all.  It  is  not  long  since  the  enemies  of  our  systems  were  seif- 
ing  every  unfortunate  circumstance  attending  the  operation  of  any  individual 
Order,  wearing  the  fraternal  cloak,  whether  legitimate  or  otherwise,  to  ring  the 
death  knell  of  the  system,  and  they  were  aided  not  a  little  by  the  selfish  unfra- 
ternal  comment  of  a  sister  society. 

Now  all  this  is  changed.  While  each  individual  Order  is  especially  and  vigor- 
ously engaged  in  extending  its  own  lines,  as  it  should  do,  the  antagonism  is  fast 
disappearing,  and  our  fraternal  journals  now  give  much  consideration  and  edi- 
torial mention  to  the  principal  achievements  of  their  sister  organizations.  The 
fraternal  editor  is  not  so  prompt  as  formerly  to  point  out  the  mote  in  his  brother's 
eye  with  a  vision  dimmed  by  the  shadow  of  the  cross-beam  in  his  own  eye. 
Every  Order  to-day  has  its  place  as  a  necessary  spoke  in  the  wheel  of  the  bene- 
ficiarv  system  ;  all  are  looked  upon  as  integral  parts  of  an  organization  that  has 
become  the  great  system  of  recognized  philanthrdpy  among  the  common  people. 

To-day  the  enemy's  false  statement  regarding  the  alleged  reason  for  the 
Royal  Arcanum's  new  assessment  ratings ;  his  statement  purporting  to  foresee  dire 
effects  from  the  increased  assessments  of  the  National  Unibn ;  his  expression 
on  the  need  of  the  Woodmen  for  a  more  equitable  basis  of  cost ;  his  so-called 
arguments  to  show  the  impracticability  of  the  Morse  system  of  equalization  for  the 
Chosen  Friends,  and  his  declaration  on  the  unwisdom  of  State  jurisdictions  for 
the  Maccabees  and  the  Workmen,  are  all  viewed  by  the  fraternal  journals 
from  the  standpoint  of  their  relations  to  the  system  we  represent,  and  are  no 
longer  made  the  basis  of  a  fresh  attack  on  those  Orders.  Such  issues  are  now 
receiving  deliberate  consideration,  and  are  calling  out  an  army  of  experts  to 
honestly  and  satisfactorily  deal  with  every  phase  of  our  work.  The  result  is 
that  the  more  they  delve  and  the  more  they  investigate,  the  greater  is  the  evi- 
dence of  the  stability  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system,  if  there  can  be  elimin- 
ated the  delusive  idea  of  '*  cheapness  "  that  is  yet  being  held  out  by  some  of 
our  Orders . 

Third— The  wide-spread  belief  of  the  past  that  the  fraternal  papers  were  in- 
valuable as  advertising  mediums  is  no  longer  tenable,  thanks  to  this  Fraternal 
Press  Association. 
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Instead,  there  is  argument  well  founded  and  conclusive  that  the  fraternal 
paper  is  more  valuable  to  the  advertiser  than  the  regular  newspaper,  for  the 
reason  that  it  goes  to  the  member,  each  issue  containing  for  him  a  special  mes- 
sage in  the  form  of  his  assessment  notices,  reports  of  death  claims  paid,  and 
evidences  showing  the  Order's  progress  in  growth.  For  these  facts  he  depends 
on  the  fraternal  journal,  and  they  point  out  for  him  his  duty  and  his  obligation 
to  the  cause.     This  means  more  than  the  ordinary  news  item. 

The  fact  that  the  member's  standing  in  the  Order  in  a  large  measure  depends 
on  his  knowledge  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  paper,  as  stated  above,  also 
interests  those  dependent  on  him,  inasmuch  as  the  value  of  his  certificate  of 
membership  is  determined  by  his  standing ;  hence  there  is  a  family  interest  in 
the  fraternal  paper  that  does  not  centre  around  the  regular  newspaper. 

No  longer  is  there  truth  in  the  oft-repeated  declaration  that,  because  of  the 
fact  that  the  paper  is  sometimes  paid  for  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the  Order, 
it  is  not  valued  by  the  member  and  that  it  is  not  a  bona  fide  subscription,  etc. 
Such  talk  has  lost  its  force  in  view  of  the  other  fact  that  the  general  fund  of 
the  Order  is  made  up  of  the  direct  contributions  from  individual  members,  and 
the  paper  therefore  comes  as  a  result  of  a  direct  payment  on  the  part  of  the 
member. 

The  Iron  Trade  Review,  The  Scientific  American  and  many  other  publica- 
tions devoted  exclusively  to  one  line  of  business  are  veritable  mints  of  revenue 
from  an  advertising  standpoint.  There  is  no  reason  for  this  that  will  not 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  fraternal  paper,  with  the  additional  fact  in  our 
favor  that  very  few  other  publications  ever  attain  a  bona  fide  circulation  equal 
to  that  enjoyed  by  the  official  organs  of  the  leading  societies  in  this  Congress. 

The  one  step  most  necessary  to  make  these  facts  apparent  to  the  advertiser 
and  the  reliable  advertising  agencies  is  co-operation  through  a  central  body, 
such  as  has  been  already  organized  by  the  societies  here  represented.  Evidence 
of  a  character  not  to  be  disputed  can  be  presented  to  show  that  the  fraternal 
papers  are  read  and  preserved  to  a  degree  that  will  make  doubly  true  the  state- 
ments recorded  above  relative  to  their  value. 

There  is  no  co-operation  more  practical  than  that  implied  in  the  contract  be- 
tween the  publisher  and  the  individual  advertiser ;  not  only  is  it  truest  co-oper- 
ation between  these  two,  but  it  begets  co-operation  on  the  part  of  others,  and 
the  chain  is  endless. 

The  man  who  succeeds  in  making  himself  a  merchant  prince  does  so  by  bring- 
ing his  business  to  the  attention  of  the  people,  far  and  near.  He  does  it  by  con- 
vincing them  of  the  merits  of  his  goods.     This  is  not  done  by  scattering  hand- 
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bills,  to  be  blown  away,  but  through  legitimate  channels.  I  hold  that  it  is  easily 
demonstrated  that  no  such  channel  is  better  than  the  fraternal  journal,  that 
reach  the  homes  each  month,  and  is  an  expected  visitor  because  of  the  truth  it 
bears,  and  because  of  the  degree  in  which  its  statements  affect  the  interests  of 
the  members  of  the  home. 

Thousands  of  men  and  women  get  their  first  knowledge  and  most  lasting  im- 
pressions of  an  Order  from  reading  the  Order^s  publications,  and  the  use  of  the 
journal  is  the  best  method  of  giving  such  instruction. 

Solicit  a  man  to  become  a  member  of  your  Society  and  he  asks  to  see  your 
literature  and  your  publications.  You  may  give  him  a  prospectus  which  con- 
tains in  the  aggregate  the  achievements  of  the  Order,  but  that  is  no  more  than 
any  old  line  insurance  company  might  do. 

Put  into  his  hands  a  copy  of  the  Order's  official  paper — which  ought  to  give 
him  all  the  information  mentioned  above,  and  at  the  same  time  a  clearer  view 
of  the  scope  of  its  work — and  he  finds  there  disclosed,  in  more  detailed  form,  the 
practical  application  of  the  principles  of  the  Order  to  the  everyday  needs  of  the 
people.  Perchance  some  simple  statement  may  there  appear  of  the  widow  with 
orphaned  children,  whose  pathway  has  been  brightened  by  the  beneficence  of 
the  Order,  and  whose  heart  flows  out  in  gratitude  to  her  benefactors  in  the  hour 
of  need.  He  reads  her  blessing  upon  the  Christian  civilization  of  to-day — that 
sees  ripening  into  glorious  fruition,  "  The  Brotherhood  of  Man,"  as  taught  by 
the  Master  Teacher,  who  said,  **  True  religion  is  to  visit  the  widows  and  father- 
less in  their  affliction,"  etc. — his  heart  is  touched,  and  he  realizes  that  this  world 
would  be  exceedingly  beautiful  if  fraternal  love  held  all  men  bound. 

What  may  it  accomplish  ?  It  may  accomplish — yea,  it  will  accomplish  the 
chief  purpose  of  our  existence  as  an  association,  viz. :  To  show  to  the  world  that 
the  fraternal  beneficiary  orders  are  not  here  by  accident,  but  that  they  are  the 
natural  and  most  characteristic  development  of  a  civilization  that  is  the  most 
advanced,  the  most  Christian,  that  the  world  has  ever  known. 

One  of  our  greatest  accomplishments  will  be  the  exemplification  of  fraternity, 
truly,  practically,  in  our  helpfulness  to  each  other  as  parts  in  the  fabric  of  frater- 
nalism.  If  this  be  the  fruitage,  we  shall  have  justified  our  existence.  It  hai 
been  said  most  timely  during  this  session  that  we  have  not  yet  fully  emerged 
from  the  *'  talking'*  period  in  our  development ;  to  dc\s  the  need  of  the  hour. 

Emerson's  words  apply  to  us  when  he  said,  "  What  you  are  speaks  so  loud  I 
cannot  hear  what  you  say." 

Fraternity  to  us  must  mean  more  than  the  word  itself.  We  no  longer  live  in 
the  day  when  the  chief  measure  of  man's  relation  to  his  fellows  is  summed  up  in 
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the  doctrine  of  **  An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,*'  but  is  found  in 
that  broader,  Christian  realization  that  "I,  as  a  man,  am  the  brother  of  every 
other  man." 

One  of  the  things  we  need  yet  to  practice,  as  members  of  this  Association,  is 
charity  toward  each  other,  to  construe  words  in  their  least  unfavorable  light, 
and  to  grant  honesty  of  purpose  and  intentions  to  others. 

Hitch  this  Fraternity — this  co-operation — to  practical  bosinesi  methods  in  its 
operation  ;  malce  our  journals  the  worthy,  fearless  exponents  that  they  ought  to 
be  to  creditably  represent  us,  and  future  generations  will  rise  up  to  attest  the 
strength  of  our  system,  the  practicability  of  our  co-operation,  and  thf  boundless 
scope  of  our  accomplishments. 
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PAPERS  PRESENTED. 


FRATERMAL  CO-OPERATION— CAN    IT  SURVIVE  THE  ASSAULTS 
WITHOUT    AND  THE   PRESSURE  WITHIN? 

BY  MAJOR  N.  S.  BOYNTON,  FOUNDBR  OF  THE  MACCABEES. 
PRELIMINARY. 

Having  during  the  past  three  or  four  years  closely  scanned  the  columns  of  the 
old  line  life  insurance  journals,  studied  the  annual  reports  of  the  insurance  com- 
missioners of  the  various  States,  digested  the  addresses  and  comments  of  old 
line  ollicials  and  their  well-paid  agents,  and  carefully  read  the  papers  and  reports 
submitted  to  this  Congress,  as  well  as  the  articles  published  in  the  fraternal 
press  from  time  to  time,  I  am  led  to  preface  the  topic  chosen  by  me  with  two 
lines  from  the  old  Methodist  hymn  that  I  often  in  my  early  boyhood  days  heard 
the  good  brothers  and  sisters  warble  in  both  regular  and  revival  service,  viz  : 

*'  Watchman  tell  us  of  the  Night, 
What  its  signs  of  promise  are.*' 

At  no  time,  in  my  opinion,  since  the  institution  of  the  first  Fraternal  Benefi- 
ciary Order  in  this  country,  some  thirty  years  ago,  has  the  fraternal  beneficiary 
system  been  in  greater  danger  from  the  assaults  of  its  enemies  without,  and  the 
unseemly  pressure  of  some  of  its  friends  from  within,  than  now.  We  are  evi- 
dently passing  through  a  crisis  which  will  either  ultimately  destroy  the  system, 
or,  escaping  the  dangers  surrounding  it,  it  will  become  stronger  and  grander 
than  ever.  At  no  time  within  the  history  of  the  Orders  represented  in  the  National 
Fraternal  Congress  has  fraternal  co-operation,  in  my  opinion,  been  so  near  the 
danger  line.  A  single  false  move  may  result  in  incalculable  injury.  At  no  time 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  have  the  old  liners,  their  well-paid  officers 
and  agents,  and  their  allies — the  State  insurance  commissioners — been  more 
active  in  their  opposition  to  the  fraternals,  more  open  in  their  assaults  against 
co-operative  protection,  more  aggressive  in  their  warfare,  more  bitter  in  their 
denunciations,  more  prolific  in  their  predictions  of  its  early  demise  and  more 
vindictive  in  their  hostility. 
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WHAT  THE  OLD  UNE  UFE  INSURANCE  JOURNALS  SAY. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  quote  largely  from  articles  appearing  in  insurance  jour- 
nals, or  take  excerpts  from  the  papers  or  addresses  of  high  officials,  or  quote 
extensively  from  the  reports  of  State  insurance  commissioners  in  proof  of  their 
increasingly  malignant  attacks.  The  careful  reader  and  observer,  who  is  a  true 
friend  of  the  fraternal  system,  has  long  before  this  discovered  both  the  cunning 
and  boldness  of  the  common  enemy.  Hence  a  few  extracts  will  suffice  to  show 
the  trend  of  our  opponents. 

The  Insurance  Advocate,  an  insurance  journal,  recently  untruthfully  said 
that : 

"  The  decadence  of  all  those  assessment  associations  and  fraternal  Orders 
which  fail  to  charge  enough  to  meet  the  cost  of  their  so-called  insurance  is  a 
fact  that  admits  of  no  controversy.  *  *  *  Year  by  year  it  is  becoming  more 
and  more  apparent  that  the  much-vaunted  fraternal  element,  which  has  had  the 
undeserved  credit  of  being  able  to  draw  men  together  in  the  bonds  of  brother- 
hood, is  fast  losing  whatever  charm  it  seems  to  have  had  upon  certain  classes  of 
the  community." 

This  at  once  disposes  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  by  declaring  it  to  be 
a  delusion  and  a  snare.  Let  me  cite  a  few  illustrations  of  the  vicious  antagon- 
ism manifested  by  another  well  known  old  line  journal,  namely,  *'  Rough  Notes'*: 

**  The  power  to  make  by-laws,  or  to  alter  or  amend  them  at  will,  possessed  by 
the  supreme  officials  of  fraternal  benefit  orders,  with  oriental  and  occidental 
titles^  carries  with  it  at  all  times  the  power  to  change  the  amount  of  assessment 
required  as  a  condition  of  membership." 

Again  it  says : 

"  And  as  it  has  ever  been  Rough  Notes  is  the  relentless  foe  of  assessment- 
ism,  but  it  is  willing  to  assist,  at  any  time,  associations  whose  confession  of  past 
errors  and  the  adoption  of  full  reserve  methods  of  conducting  business  entitle 
them  to  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  public.'' 

Here  is  the  key  note  of  the  evidently  preconcerted  atuck  of  the  old  liners. 
They  pretend  to  be  willing  to  assist  those  fraternals  who  will  adopt  their  plans, 
yet  in  the  next  breath  they  stab  them,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  following  : 

'*  There  is  little  hope  of  reform  in  the  management  of  life  insurance  as  con- 
ducted by  the  fraternal  orders,  or  that  they  will  be  compelled  to  pay  taxes  or 
fees  to  states  authorizing  them  to  do  a  life  insurance  business,  or  that  they  will 
be  required  to  submit  to  state  supervision  imposed  upon  other  associations  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business,  as  long  as  politicians  deem  it  necessary  to  have 
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membership  in  as  many  of  these  fraternals  as  possible  in  order  to  insure  their 
election  to  the  legislature,  or  other  offices.'* 

Again  it  says : 

'*  The  end  of  assessmentism  draweth  nigh.  The  Royal  Arcanum  is  proposing 
to  throw  up  the  sponge  by  adopting  the  American  experience  uble  of  mortality 
as  its  basis  of  rates,  which  are  to  be  revised  on  the  step-ladder  device — the  higher 
up  in  age  the  member  ascends,  the  more  unstable  his  insurance,  the  more 
expensive  and  the  more  dfinger  of  lapsing  and  loss.  Assessmentism  has  ever 
proved  a  freeze-out  method  of  conducting  life  insurance." 

The  Royal  Arcanum  has  not  adopted  the  step-rate  plan,  but  has  a  fixed  rate 
of  assessment,  with  a  specified  number  of  assessments  to  be  collected  each  year. 
But  that  is  neither  here  nor  there.  The  point  I  desire  to  show  in  the  above  quo- 
tations is  the  continual  and  never  ceasing  cry  of  the  old  liners  that  assessment- 
ism, whether  by  fraternals  or  open  business  assessment  associations,  is  doomed. 

Thus  I  might  go  on  indefinitely,  quoting  from  insurance  journals,  showing 
their  open  hostility  and  their  undisguised  efforts  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the 
public  in  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system.  With  the  self  assurance  of  the 
Pharisee  the  great  and  wealthy  insurance  corporations  of  this  continent  have 
wrapped  their  cloaks  of  conceit  about  them,  and  by  voice  and  money  have  la- 
bored for  years  to  try  to  prove,  not  only  to  the  people  at  large,  but  to  the  lead- 
ers in  fraternal  work  themselves,  that  tbe  fraternal  system  is  radically  and  funda- 
mentally wrong ;  that  there  is  a  lofty,  dignified  and  unimpeachable  conserv- 
atism about  the  methods  of  the  old  liners  that  makes  them  a  Rock  of  Gibraltar, 
while  the  fraternals  are  mere  egg-shell  constructions,  resting  upon  an  uncertain 
quicksand.  Not  only  have  the  American  old  liners  strained  every  nerve  to  dis- 
seminate these  sentiments  through  their  journals,  through  hired  columns  in  the 
daily  press  aOnd  through  their  literature,  but  their  Canadian  allies  in  this  direc- 
tion have  also  followed  as  with  preconcerted  acquiescence  along  the  same  lines. 
*'  Life  Echoes,*'  published  by  the  Canada  Life  Assurance  Company,  in  an  article 
entitled  **  Notes  of  Warning,"  gives  voice  to  the  following,  a  fitting  example  of 
old  line  power  across  the  line  that  is  being  used  to  check  the  rapidly  increasing 
hold  taken  upon  that  people  by  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system.  Life  Echoes 
says: 

"Stern  facts  have  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  convinced  leading  officials 
of  these  societies  that  after  all  the  foundations  on  which  they  have  been  resting 
have  been  foundations  of  sand.     Now  the  corner-stones  have  crumbled  : 

1.  The  reserve-in-the-pocket  theory  has  proven  a  delusion. 

2.  The  new  blood  theory  has  failed  to  do  its  work. 
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8.     The  average  age  theory  has  gone  by  the  board. 

4.  The  magic  influences  and  benefits  of  lapses  is  losing  its  potency  among 
the  intelligent. 

With  these  four  corner-stones  gone,  fraternal  insurance  officials  have  now 
practically  abandoned  hope  on  the  old  lines,  and  are  quietly  preparing  the  way 
for  the  adoption  of  a  modified  form  of  the  old  reliable  level  premium  system. 

They  propose  to  charge  premium  rates  based  on  a  mortality  rate  about  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Canada  Life  Experience,  and  having  done  that  they  foolishly 
imagine  that  permanency  is  assured. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  sounding  a  note  of  warning  as  follows  : 

Unless  fraternal  societies  and  assessment  companies  decide  to  maintain  a 
proper  reserve  for  each  policy,  founded  on  a  conservative  actuarial  basis,  they 
are  doomed  to  failure. 

The  charging  of  increased  premiums  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  but  it  is 
only  a  step,  and  unless  accompanied  with  the  holding  of  a  mathematical  re- 
serve, it  will  only  postpone  a  little  longer  the  insolvency  that  is  now  staring  so 
many  societies  in  the  face." 

Having  insisted  for  these  many  years  that  the  so-called  fraternal  insurance 
system  could  not  survive  if  it  did  not  speedily  adopt  old  line  life  methods ;  hav- 
ing in  some  instances  by  these  arguments  frightened  a  few  of  the  leaders  in  the 
fraternal  beneficiary  field  into  believing  that  a'ter  all  the  old  liners  were  the 
greatest  oracles  for  truth  and  experience  in  the  matter  of  human  assurance  of 
life  ;  having  condemned  us  if  we  did  not  go  over  to  their  way  of  thinking, 
these  same  soothsayers  now  cry  out  that  we  cannot  survive  even  though  we  do 
adopt  their  methods.  It  is  an  exemplification  of  the  old  adage :  ''You'll  be 
damned  if  you  don't  and  youUl  be  damned  if  you  do."  If  we  don't  change 
our  rates,  establish  enormous  reserve  funds  and  conduct  our  business  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  old  liners  do.  we  are  doomed  to  failure.  And  then  again, 
even  though  we  do  follow  in  their  foot-steps  and  take  their  advice,  we  are  yet, 
according  to  these  old  line  insurance  clairvoyants,  dead  ducks  in  the  pit. 

Those  who  are  now  advocating  large  accumulations  will  do  well  to  carefully 
consider  the  question  before  they  try  to  bring  about  such  a  result. 

A  recent  writer  in  the  National  Underwriter  on  the  subject,  and  one  who  in 
the  main  is  fair  in  his  assaults  upon  the  fraternals,  says  : 

**  No  mutual  society  which  has  been  furnishing  insurance  at  current  cost  can 
change  to  a  high  priced  accumulation  plan^  involving  the  forfeiture  of  accumula- 
tion upon  discontinuance,  without  decimating  its  membership  and  inviting  cer- 
tain ruin  ;  and  second,  no  plan  which  is  based  upon  the  idea  of  appropriating  the 
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accumulaii<ms  of  tht  unforiunaUs  who  are  unable  to  continue  can^  with proptiety, 
BE  CALLED  FRATERNAL." 

It  has  been  more  than  once  stated  that  one  reason  for  the  existence  of  the 
fraternal  beneficiary  system  has  been  because  the  old  line  companies  filched  a 
large  part  of  the  accumulations  from  the  policy  holders.  No  one  will  deny  this. 
The  exorbitant  amounts  collected  (whether  they  were  legalized  or  not)  drove  the 
people  to  seek  a  cheaper  and  more  reasonable  form  of  protection.  They  became 
tired  of  paying  an  amount  greatly  in  excess  of  what  was  actually  required  to 
carry  their  insurance,  and  even  the  cash  surrenders  received  were  wholly  out  of 
proportion  to  the  greater  amount  paid  in. 

The  same  writer  very  truly  says  : 

*'  No  student  of  American  assessmentism  can  fail  to  see  that  the  whole  move- 
ment in  this  country  sprang  from  a  similar  revolt  against  this  very  practice ;  and 
now  the  fraternities  are  proposing  to  embark  in  a  course  which  involves  the  for- 
feiture of,  not  a  part  of  the  accumulations,  but  of  all  the  accumulations.  If  they 
persist  in  this  course  it  is  as  sure  as  anything  in  this  world  that  the  want  of  fra- 
ternity, and  indeed  of  reasonable  business  illiberality,  will  sooner  or  later  be 
detected  by  everybody,  and,  in  consequence,  the  fraternities,  God  save  the  name ! 
will  be  regarded  as  the  skinflints  of  life  insurance." 

WHAT  STATE  UFE  INSURANCE  COMMISSIONERS  SAY. 

Among  the  influences  that  have  been  used  to  aid  the  old  liners  in  their  war 
upon  the  fraternals  and  to  drive  us  into  admissions  of  instability  that  will  cer- 
tainly prove  embarrassing  and  compromising  to  us  in  the  extreme,  is  the  power 
of  the  insurance  commissioners  in  the  several  states.  The  vinilency  of  their 
attacks  has  varied  with  conditions.  In  Massachusetts,  where  the  fraternal  bene- 
ficiary system  has  never  yet  proven  its 'strength,  but  where  open  assessment 
associations  have  proven  a  weakness.  Insurance  Commissioner  Merrill  violently 
denounces  any  form  of  assessmentism.  He  sums  up  the  entire  matter  by  say- 
ing, "The  whole  system  is  wrong,"  and  in  a  pamphlet,  presumably  gotten  up 
by  the  old  liners,  interlined  with  big  letters  and  exclamation  points,  assessment- 
ism is  damned  right  and  left.  It  charges  the  fraternals  with  masking  under  a 
guise,  and  endeavors  to  frighten  the  people  by  showing  that  every  member  of  an 
assessment  association,  fraternal  or  otherwise,  will  be  held  liable  for  losses  in 
case  of  failure,  and  endeavors  to  bulldoze  the  entire  population  into  the  belief  that 
failure  is  as  certain  as  the  law  of  gravitation.  What  a  spectacle  of  the  power  in 
the  old  Bay  State  of  the  old  line  insurance  corporations  over  public  servants  ! 

I  quote  from  a  note  written  upon  the  subject  in  this  pamphlet : 

**  Personal  liability  of  members  is  about  the  only  good  asset  these  assodatioos 
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have. .  The  company  which  at  once  repudiates  the  necessity  for  a  legal  reserve 
and  at  the  same  time  relieves  its  member  of  personal  liability  advertises  in  ad- 
vance that  its  death  claims  will  not  be  paid.     *    *    * 

If  death  claims  are  to  be  paid,  you  must  be  held  personally  responsible  for 
your  share  of  an  unknown  amount.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  are  to  be  re- 
lieved from  this  personal  responsibility,  and  the  association  has  no  legal  reserve, 
the  chance  that  death  claims  will^  be  paid  is  almost  nil.  Both  conditions  are 
thoroughly  bad  ;  neither  represents  good  life  insurance ;  and  yet  under  one 
head  or  the  other  can  be  placed  substantially  every  organization  outside  of  the 
so-called  *  Old  Line  Companies,'  no  matter  under  what  name  they  masquerade." 

I  quote  again  : 

**  The  whole  system  is  wrong.  There  is  only  one  safe  kind  of  insurance,  and 
that  is  the  *  Level  Premium '  or  *  Old  Line  *  insurance.  That  is  absolutely 
safe,  because  it  balances. 

The  insurance  laws  make  it  absolutely  impossible  and  illegal  for  any  assess- 
ment, fraternal  or  so-called  natural  premium  association,  to  guarantee  the  pay- 
ment of  any  definite  amount  on  its  certificate  of  membership. 

In  order  to  lawfully  guarantee  any  fixed  amount  of  insurance  in  its  certificates 
or  policies,  an  assessment,  fraternal  or  natural  premium  association  would  have 
to  re-organize  as  an  old-line  company  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  deposit  the 
amount  required  by  the  State,  and  then  set  aside  every  year  from  its  income  a 
sum  of  money  equal  to  the  legal  reserve  required  by  the  State.  If  it  did  this, 
it  would  cease  at  once  to  be  either  an  assessment,  fraternal  or  natural  premium 
association,  and  it  would  have  to  charge  the  same  premium  rates  which  old-line 
companies  charge. 

It  is  true  that  a  few  associations  claim  to  have  set  aside  a  '*  reserve,'*  but  the 
amount  of  the  '  reserve  *  so  set  aside  is  always  preposterously  inadequate,  and 
in  no  sense  the  legal  reserve  required  by  the  State  from  old*line  companies.  It 
is  never  under  control  of  the  State,  but  always  under  control  of  the  officers  of 
the  association,  and  can  at  any  time  be,  and  generally  is,  diverted  to  other  pur- 
poses than  the  payment  of  death  losses.  (See  official  report  of  Insurance  Com- 
missioner of  Massachusetts,  Maine,  Rhode  Island  and  Missouri  on  the  Bay 
State  Beneficiary  Association,  made  July  2,  1897.)*' 

Can  anyone  doubt,  after  reading  the  above,  what  force  has  conspired  to  bring 
out  such  uncompromising  assaults  on  assessmentism,  in  which  the  fraternal 
beneficiary  system  is  set  down  as  being  in  the  same  category  and  as  belonging 
to  the  same  system  as  the  open  assessment  companies  ?  We  have  failed  yet  to 
see  a  report  from  a  state  insurance  commissioner  that  does  not  breathe  the  same 
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spirit  of  antagonism  to  the  fraternals,  and  that  does  not  bear  the  ear  marks  of 
the  old-line  companies. 

Insurance  Commissioner  Campbell,  of  Michigan,  seems  to  have  become  inocu- 
lated with  the  same  kind  of  poison  regarding  our  system,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  extracts  from  his  recent  report,  which  for  misrepresentation  and 
positive  falsehood  are  among  the  most  glaring  errors  ever  handed  down  from 
an  official  who  is  supposed  to  be  in  touch  with  the  people. 

He  says : 

"  During  the  last  year  many  of  the  assessment  companies,  both  fraternal  and 
co-operative,  constructed  upon  the  low  rate  plan,  have  gone  into  the  hands  of 
receivers.  These  companies  have  been  collecting  only  just  enough  premiums  to 
pay  losses  and  expenses,  laying  by  no  reserve  for  the  increased  mortality  which 
every  such  company  must  surely  experience  sooner  or  later." 

From  Mr.  Campbell's  own  report  he  shows  that  out  of  sixty-eight  fraternal 
beneficiary  societies  doing  business  in  Michigan,  only  six  have  retired.  One  of 
these  still  does  business  elsewhere,  four  died  before  they  were  fairly  bom,  and 
one  went  to  pieces  through  internal  dissension — the  only  one  that  had  a  mem- 
bership large  enough  to  pay  a  full  death  claim  from  one  assessment.  The  state- 
ment, therefore,  made  by  Insurance  Commissioner  Campbell  that  "many 
assessment  companies,  both  fraternal  and  co-operative,  constructed  on  the  low 
rate  plan,  have  gone  into  the  hands  of  receivers"  is  misleading  and  untrue.  His 
statement  wrongly  confounds  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  with  the  open 
assessment  system — two  systems' that  are  fundamentally  different  in  all  their 
principles  and  workings.  His  statement  also  leaves  the  inference  that  many 
have  gone  into  the  hands  of  receivers  because  they  are  constructed  on  the  low 
rate  plan. 

To  show  how  misleading  Mr.  Campbell's  statements  are,  let  me  call  your 
attention  to  the  important  part  taken  in  life  protection  by  the  fraternals  in 
Michigan,  in  a  brief  summary  of  the  business  done  the  past  year  in  that  Sute  by 
the  three  systems,  as  compiled  from  Commissioner  Campbell's  report  for  1897. 

It  is  as  follows  : 

CERTIFICATES  IN  FORCE. 

Michigan  fraternals  operating  in  Michigan $182,179,970.00 

Outside  **  •*        "        **        86,416,180.00 

Total $268,696,160.00 

Michigan  open  assessment  companies  operating  in  Michigan  . .  .$    7,447,600.00 
Outside        ••  *'  '*  ••  **         *'        ...     25,409,588.90 

Total $82,857,183.90 
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Michigan  old  lioers  operating  in  Michigan $    7,624,760 . 88 

Outside      "       **  •'         "         •*       118.298,565.83 

Total $126,918,826.15 

Total  certificates  in  force  of  one  society  alone $118,147,500.00 

The  total  amount  of  the  certificates  in  force,  therefore,  of  the  fraternals  doing 
business  in  Michigan,  according  to  the  above,  was  over  $268,000,000,  which  is 
more  than  the  entire  amount  of  all  the  policies  in  force  in  both  the  old  line  com- 
panies and  open  assessment  companies.  Indeed,  one  fraternal  beneficiary 
society  alone  in  that  State  has  certificates  in  force  amounting  to  nearly  as  much 
as  the  entire  policies  in  force  in  all  the  old  line  insurance  companies,  or  over 
$118,000,000. 

LOSSES  PAID. 

Michigan  fraternals  operating  in  Michigan $1,281,128.82 

Outside  *•  *•         ''        "        670,186.58 

Total $1,951,815.85 

Open  assessment  companies  operating  in  Micliigan I   491,551.59 

Old  line  companies  operating  in  Michigan 1,888,065.89 

Anraunt  paid  by  one  society  alone $    722,187.66 

Again  it  is  seen  that  the  fraternals  paid  more  death  losses  in  Michigan  the 
past  year  than  either  the  open  assessment  companies  or  the  old  liners.  The 
total  being  over  $1,900,000,  of  which  sum  over  $700,000  was  paid  by  one  Order. 
The  total  number  of  members  having  certificates  in  the  fraternals  in  Michigan 
was  199,266,  in  the  open  assessment  companies,  18,820,  and  the  old  liners  78,561. 
Out  of  the  total  of  nearly  200,000  who  are  members  of  the  fraternals  having  life 
benefit  certificates,  one  Order  had  nearly  one-half,  or  exactly  98,086.  Or  in 
other  words,  the  fraternals  in  Michigan  cast  their  protecting  arms  around  nearly 
200,000  homes,  while  the  old  liners  only  reach  out  and  insure  a  little  over 
78,000,  showing  that  in  that  Stale,  according  to  Mr.  Campbell's  own  report,  the 
fraternals  protect  three  homes  where  the  old  liners  insure  one.  These  are  the 
results  of  the  growth,  the  strength  and  the  existence  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary 
system  in  Michigan,  which  system  Mr.  Campbell  intimates  is  showing  signs  of 
fiailure  because  it  is  constructed  on  the  low  rate  plan. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  what  is  true  of  Michigan  is  also  true,  in  a  like  propor- 
tion, of  the  business  done  by  the  fraternals  in  almost  every  state  and  province 
where  the  three  systems  are  doing  business,  except  possibly  in  New  York  and 
some  of  the  New  England  States.    Surely  the  great  fraternal  system  is  the  poor 
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man's  protection,  while  the  old  liners  contribute  in  a  large  degree  only  to  insur- 
ing the  homes  of  the  rich  and  opulent. 

Statistics  further  show  that  during  the  first  three  decades  the  fraternal  bene- 
ficiary Orders  that  have  had,  and  now  have  a  representation  in  this::  National 
Fraternal  Congress,  have  paid  out  in  round  numbers  to  the  dependents  of  their 
deceased  members  $250,000,000,  and  are  now  paying  annually  $40,000,000  in 
benefiu.  Their  outstanding  certificates  represent  about  $3,000,000,000,  while 
the  outstanding  policies  of  the  old  liners  represent  about  $4,000,000,000,  or  only 
$1,000,000,000  more.  In  other  words,  the  fraternal  system  with  certificates  not 
exceeding  in  any  one  case  over  $5,000,  shows  that  it  is  doing  within  25  per  cent, 
of  life  protection  business  as  much  as  the  old  liners.  If  we  include  all  frater- 
nal organizations  outside  of  the  Orders  in  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  it 
would  bring  the  g^oss  amount  of  outstanding  certificates  beyond  that  of  the  old 
line  companies.  And  yet  we  are  all  coolly  told  by  the  state  insurance  com- 
missioners that  the  system  is  wrong  and  cannot  survive. 

The  insurance  commissioners  recently  met  in  convention  in  the  city  ot  Mil- 
waukee, and  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  that  with  the  exception  of  the  American 
Legion  of  Honor,  the  fraternals  were  not  in  it.  John  A.  McCall,  President  of 
the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  who  draws  a  princely  salary  charged 
up  as  one  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  that  corporation,  was  present  and  read 
a  review  on  life  insurance.  The  commissioners  were  wined,  dined  and  given  a 
junketing  trip,  and  otherwise  entertained  by  the  old  liners.  This  is  perhaps  as 
it  should  be.  but  it  goes  to  show  that  the  state  commissioners  and  insurance 
ofiicials  are  not  in  touch  with  the  fraternals,  and  ought  not  to  be  given  supervision 
over  a  system  concerning  which  they  know  little,  and  care  less,  hence  I  am  led 
to  believe  that  it  was  a  mistake,  which  experience  is  proving,  when  the  uniform 
bill  was  adopted  by  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  giving  state  insurance  com- 
missioners supervision  over  a  system  against  which,  from  the  very  office  they  hold,, 
they  cannot  help  being  prejudiced.  They  have  stabbed  the  fraternal  beneficiary 
system  ;  they  have  shown  gross  ignorance  of  its  plans,  and  they  have,  in  their 
annual  reports,  condemned  these  Orders,  making  statements  which  were  false 
and  misleading,  and  which  could  not  help  doiijg  harm,  coming  as  they  did  from 
State  officials  who  were  supposed  to  be  serving  the  people,  but  who,  in  many 
cases,  were  the  pliant  clay  in  the  hands  of  the  big  insurance  corporations. 

If  the  combined  forces  of  the  fraternities  through  the  National  Fraternal  Con- 
gress were  strong  enough  to  influence  the  congress  of  the  United  States  to  pass 
an  enactment  giving  the  official  journals  of  the  Orders  second-class  postage 
privileges,  the  same  as  the  secular  papers  of  the  country,  notwithstanding  the 
opposition  of  the  postmaster-general  to  the  measure,  it  can  secure  legislation  in 
every  State  of  the  Union  which  will  protect  the  fraternal  co-operative  system. 
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The  same  effort  will  secure  legislation  placing  these  Orders  under  the  supenrision 
of  a  State  official  not  hostile  to  their  interests,  who  will  see  that  the  line  of  de- 
markation  separating  the  different  systems  is  not  obliterated,  and  who  will  not 
treat  the  Orders  as  cold  business  corporations. 

IS  THE  MORTALITY  TABLE  INFLEXIBLE? 

The  thirty  years*  record  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  in  this  country 
proves  that  the  average  rate  of  mortality,  and  hence  cost  to  the  certificate  holder, 
corresponds  to  the  average  age  of  membership.  If  the  infusion  of  new  blood  is 
uniform,  there  will  be,  in  my  opinion,  no  increase  of  the  average  cost ;  but  if 
there  is  a  lack  of  activity  in  the  work  of  securing  new  members  to  take  the  place 
of  those  dying  and  lapsing,  the  opposite  will  be  the  result.  No  loading  of 
assessment  rates,  even  within  the  financial  ability  of  those  remaining,  to  pay,  to 
provide  a  reserve  fund  for  investment  along  regular  insurance  lines,  will  save 
the  fraternal  Orders  from  disintegration  and  final  collapse. 

The  Orders  that  have  a  healthy  and  substantial  growth,  whether  their  laws 
provide  for  a  reserve  or  an  emergency  fund,  or  simply  collect  for  current  cost, 
have  experienced  no  difficulty  in  meeting  their  accruing  liabilities.  The  contin- 
uance of  a  fraternal  beneficiary  Order,  I  hold,  depends  upon  the  activity  of  its 
officers  and  members.  It  is  a  question  of  active,  intelligent  and  economical 
management.  In  other  words,  the  application  of  sound  business  principles  and 
•constant  increasing  work,  which  in  this  age  of  competition  must  prevail  in  all 
successful  business  enterprises,  is  necessary  to  the  life  and  perpetuity  of  the  co- 
operative fraternal  associations.  It  is  the  stagnant  pool  that  soon  covers  over 
with  a  green  mantle,  breeding  disease,  decay  and  death,  while  the  constant 
lowing  stream  keeps  the  water  pure  and  healthful. 

If,  as  claimed,  the  actual  mortality  rate  is  only  76  per  cent,  of  the  acknowl- 
edged or  recognized  mortality  tables}  which  seems  to  be  a  conceded  fact,  and 
the  average  duration  of  life  benefit  certificates  is  less  than  ten  years,  I  fail  to  see 
the  necessity  of  a  reserve  fund  founded  on  average  expectation  of  life  and  the 
morulity  tables.  It  is  a  fact  that  a  healthy  infusion  of  new  blood  reduces  the 
average  mortality;  would  it  not  be  better  economy  and  sounder  business  practice 
ior  the  Orders  to  increase  their  general  fund  so  as  to  provide  means  to  employ 
active  solicitors  to  secure  the  necessary  percentage  of  increase,  than  to  charge 
the  membership  on  the  average  forty  per  cent,  more  than  the  current  cost  of 
their  life  protection. 

I  am  aware  that  a  great  deal  of  stress  is  laid  upon  the  inexorable  laws  of 
morulity  by  the  advocates  of  old  line  insurance,  and  occasionally  by  some  in  the 
fraternal  ranks,  who  insist  that  a  reserve  fund  for  investment  can  only  save  the 
beneficiary  Orders  from  failure.  I  cannot  make  myself  believe  that  the  laws  of  mor- 
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tality  are  like  the  so  called  laws  of  the  ancient  Medes  and  Persians,  unchangeable. 
While  it  is  true  that  the  laws  of  nature  cannot  be  set  aside  by  human  agency,  is 
it  not  true  that  their  operation  may  be  modified  by  ever-changing  conditions  ? 
Is  it  not  true  that  the  average  life  of  man  has,  during  the  past  half  century,  in- 
creased over  three  years,  and  that  of  woman  nearly  five  years  ?  'If  true,  then 
the  mortality  tables  are  unreliable,  and  an  arbitrary  rate  of  assessment  fixed  by 
law  would  work  great  injustice,  taking  as  it  would  a  larger  amount  from  the 
certificate  holders  than  the  needs  of  the  society  would  require. 

IS  AN  INVESTED   RBSERYB   FUND   AN   ELEMENT   OF  STRENGTH  ? 

An  insurance  journal  very  pertinently  says  : 

"  The  Equitable,  New  York  Life,  and  other  legal  reserve  companies  have  sub- 
scribed for  large  amounts  of  the  recent  8  per  cent,  bonds  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment. It  ought  to  make  those  who  are  investing  large  sums  in  life  insurance, 
as  an  investment,  inquire  how  it  is  possible  for  life  insurance  companies  to  in- 
vest millions  of  money  at  8  per  cent.,  and  yet  be  able  to  guarantee  their  policy- 
holders a  profitable  return  in  the  way  of  an  investment.  Most  business  men, 
and  they  are  the  majority  of  policy-holders,  must  make  more  than  8  per  cent, 
on  money  invested,  otherwise  they  will  soon  become  bankrupt,  the  fact  being 
that  probably  a  majority  of  men  in  business  at  the  present  day  pay  5  and  6  per 
cent,  on  large  amounts,  which  they  must  have  in  order  to  successfully  carry  on 
their  business." 

Now,  if  a  fraternal  beneficiary  society  creates  a  reserve  fund  and  invests  the 
money  in  8  per  cent,  bonds  to  protect  the  certificate  holder,  how  can  it  guarantee 
the  value  of  the  certificate  on  a  legal  reserve  4  per  cent,  basis  ?  If  not,  then 
I  ask,  in  all  sincerity,  how  can  our  invested  reserve  fund  be  an  element  of 
strength  ? 

A  writer  in  the  National  Underwriter,  from  which  I  have  heretofore  quoted, 
truly  says  in  regard  to  fraternal  Orders  : 

"  Three  things  combine  to  cause  the  uprising  of  these  Orders :  First,  the 
failure  of  the  regular  companies  to  provide  insurance  at  current  cost  for  those 
who  desire  it ;  second,  the  failure  of  companies  to  render  fair  and  intelligible 
accountings  of  money  intrusted  to  them  ;  and,  third,  the  refusal  of  companies  to 
pay  on  surrender  the  part  of  the  premiums  paid  which  had  not  been  earned 
for  the  protection  actually  furnished. 

The  assessment  revolt  is,  all  things  considered,  in  spite  of  all  its  mistakes, 
not  a  misfortune.  Especially  is  not  the  fraternal  revolt  a  misfortune.  The 
fraternities  have  taught  and  are  teaching  that  a  democratic  or  popular  system  of 
management,  including  perfect  candor  about  what  is  done  with  moneys  paid  in, 
is  the  cheapest  and  most  effective  kind  of  management. 
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Not  very  long  ago  in  the  pages  of  the  Underwriter  the  writer  called  attention 
to  the  blunders  of  a  Western  fraternity,  of  which  I  am  myself  a  member.  This 
fraternity  under  the  mistaken  guidance  of  an  officer,  who  may  have  meant  well, 
adopted  a  plan  which  called  for  the  complete  abandonment  of  insurance  at  current 
cost,  and  for  a  system  of  so  called  *  Equated  '  rates,  which  provided  a  reserve. 
These  rates  were  inadequate,  plainly  for  the  purpose.  I  was  informed  that  the 
inadequacy  was  to.be  made  good  from  forfeitures  of  all  reserve  by  those  who 
retired.  To  this  two  things  may  be  said  in  reply :  First,  that  on  that  basis 
the  rates  would  still  be  inadequate  ;  and  second,  that  on  this  basis  the  death- 
knell  of  the  fraternal  system  will  as  certainly  be  sounded  as  that  basis  is  gener- 
ally adopted. 

But  the  proposition  was  that  this  fraternal  society  was  going  to  seize  all  the 
accumulation,  thus  putting  an  increasing  fine  upon  retiring  the  longer  one  re- 
mained in  and  continued  paying. 

Such  a  system  is  a  deliberate  breaking  away  from  the  traditions  and  principles 
of  the  fraternal  system.  It  will  certainly  be  ruinous.  If  any  association  desires 
to  supply  a  system  of  level  premium,  or  even  of  prepaid  insurance,  side  by  side 
with  an  intelligent  system  of  current  cost  insurance,  providing  each  class  of 
members  with  what  that  class  asks  for,  this  can  be  done.  But  the  refusal  to 
furnish  insurance  at  current  cost,  the  denial  of  an  intelligible  and  fair  account- 
ing, and  the  withholding  of  the  *  unearned '  portion  of  the  payments,  will  leave 
the  system  without  a  ration  d'etre. 

There  is  no  danger  of  it  being  done;  there  is  merely  danger  of  it  being 
attempted.  The  attempt  is  perilous.  It  cannot  be  successful ;  for  either  the 
members  vote  it  down  or  they  '  fold  their  tents  and  noisily  steal  away.' 

Magnificent  as  have  been  the  achievements  of  fraternities  in  the  past  in  the 
volume  of  insurance  and  of  benefits,  and  in  the  economy  and  efficiency  of  their 
management,  yet  greater  achievements  await  them  if  they  stick  close  to  first 
principles  and  correct  only  the  error  of  assuming  that  mortality  is  a  constant 
and  not  an  increasing  variable. 


THE  DANGER  OF  ADOPTING  A  FIXED  LEGAL  ASSESSMENT  RATE. 

The  idea  of  enforcing  rates  of  assessment  by  legal  enactment  is  Utopian,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  successful.  It  would,  I  fear,  result  in  the  destruction 
of  the  fraternal  system.  The  following  declarations,  which  appeared  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  National  Insurance  Commissioners*  convention  in  1871,  is  well 
worth  considering  at  this  time : 

*'The  public  seeking  insurance  should  have  the  privilege  of  obtaining  it  at  iu 
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actual  value,  without  ihe  necessity,  except  at  their  pleasure,  of  paying  premiums 
confessedly  greater  than  such  value,  and  for  pecuniary  profit  becoming  co-part- 
ners in  a  business  which  they  can  with  difficulty  undertake  to  direct." 

Messrs.  Woolhouse  and  Neison,  of  London,  and  Prof.  Pierce,  of  Harvard 
College  (see  Massachusetts  Insurance  report,  1860),  in  commenting  on  the  valu- 
ation made  by  the  examiners,  said  : 

**  It  is  stated  that  their  computations  are  made  on  the  comSined  experience  of 
actuaries'  rate  of  mortality.  To  inexperienced  persons  and  to  the  public  in  gen. 
eral  this  mode  of  proceeding  would  appear  to  be  sanctioned  by  great  authority ; 
but  what  are  the  real  facts  ?  There  is  really  no  such  table  of  mortality  as  that 
described  ;  it  is  a  mere  hypothetical  and  fictitious  table,  and  is  not  based,  as  all 
reliable  tables  are,  upon  observations  on  lives,  but  has  been  deduced  from, 
records  as  to  policies  only,  in  which  the  number  of  lives  at  risk  was  entirely 
unknown  to  anyone  engaged  in  its  construction." 

To  the  well  known  authorities  who  have  condemned  the  standard  may  be 
added  Richard  A.  McCurdy,  Charlton  T.  Lewis,  John  A.  McCall  and  others. 

These  facts  are  emphasized  by  further  comments,  for  instance,  as  follows : 
•*A  review  of  our  currency  system  will,  perhaps,  illustrate  as  forcibly  as  any- 
thing that  while  a  unit  of  value  may  be  fixed,  it  cannot  be  maintained  unless  in 
harmony  with  the  law  of  supply  and  demand.  The  same  law  of  flexibility  must 
be  made  part  of  our  life  insurance  system  if  justice  be  done  to  the  insurer  and 
insured." 

Here  is  another  comment : 

*'  It  is  the  pride  of  the  Anglo-Americans,  as  a  people,  that  they  have  demon- 
strated themselves  capable  of  self-government.  The  spirit  of  self-government 
should  be  fostered  and  encouraged  in  all  the  affairs  of  life,  and  legislation  of  a 
paternal  character  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible." 

Mr.  George  King,  author  of  the  text  books  of  the  British  Institute  of  Actu- 
aries, asks  this  question : 

"  Do  the  public  derive  most  benefit  from  leaving  the  companies  unfettered? 
Or,  for  the  national  welfare,  should  the  Sute  exercise  a  paternal  authority  over 
their  proceedings  ?  " 

Mr.  King,  from  whom  I  have  quoted,  also  says  : 

**  Persons  who  had  insured  on  the  strength  of  a  government  officer's  certificate 
in  an  office  that  afterwards  became  insolvent  would  have  great  cause  to  grumble, 
and  in  justice  they  would  have  a  claim  for  compensation  from  the  State.  Gov- 
ernment supervision,  therefore,  logically  implies  government  guarantee." 
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The  Journal  Institute  of  Actuaries  very  aptly  says : 

'*  The  really  scientific  actuary  must  be  prepared  to  deal  with  each  case  accord- 
ing to  its  own  merits,  and  not  insist,  like  a  quack  doctor,  upon  applying  the 
same  specific  indiscriminately." 

Again,  this  matter  was  admirably  put  by  the  committee,  as  reported  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  Commissioners'  Convention  in  1871,  in  the  following  para- 
graphs: 

"There  is  absolutely  no  escape  from  paying  the  actual  cost  of  insurance, 
whether  it  be  the  hypothetical  or  experience  method ;  it  is  merely  a  question  of 
business  policy,  and  convenience  to  the  insured,  as  to  whether  he  can  pay 
$80.00  as  readily  as  $20.00  to  protect  his  dependents.  If  he  can,  he  will  prob- 
ably accept  the  hypothetical  method,  and  the  chance  of  reduction  by  way  of 
dividends,  so  as  to  avoid  the  possibility  either  of  an  increase  in  cost  or  scaling 
of  indemnity. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  reduction  in  premium  be  an  object  to  him,  he  very 
properly  may  conclude  that  the  variation  in  the  cost  of  insurance  has  been  so 
slight  that  the  probability  of  either  an  increase  in  cost  or  diminution  in  indem- 
nity is  so  remote  that  he  will  prefer  to  retain  the  one-third  of  the  premium  for 
the  current  support  of  his  family  and  to  help  him  along  in  his  business  interests. 

In  the  employment  of  the  experience  method,  recourse  must  be  had  at  the 
outset  to  the  most  extensive  data  available,  but  after  a  company  has,  say 
$75,000,000,  or  better,  $100,000,000  insurance  in  force,  and  has  been  in  business 
about  twenty  years,  it  may  with  safety  have  recourse  to  its  own  experience,  by 
which  it  shall  thereafter  be  guided  in  the  determination  of  values.'* 

The  author  very  forcibly  concludes  as  follows  : 

**  The  man  who  believes  that  a  single  method  of  life  insurance  can  be  adopted 
that  will  meet  the  needs  and  views  of  more  than  70.000,000  of  people  is  dream- 
ing. It  would  be  as  impossible  to  carry  on  the  business  by  one  method  as  it 
would  be  to  carry  on  a  government  by  one  party.  It  would  be  sure  to  drift  into 
a  universal  trust  monopoly,  or  in  effect  become  plutocratic  and  opposed  to  the 
principles  of  our  republican  form  of  government.** 


PATERNALISM   VS.    FRATBRNALISM. 

The  proposition  to  establish  a  uniform  rate  by  law  and  to  compel  all  the  fra- 
ternal beneficiary  societies  to  adopt  it  is  paternalism  pure  and  simple.  It  is 
not  required  of  the  old  line  companies.  Why  should  it  then  be  required  of  the 
fratemals  ?  What  has  been  said  against  it  by  old  line  insurance  thinkers  and 
writers  is  doubly  forcible  when  applied  to  the  fraternals,  because  the  old  line 
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companies  are  close  corporations,  and  are  not  representative  in  their  goyem- 
ment,  as  are  the  great  beneficiary  Orders  which  have  become  giants  of  strength 
through  the  individual  effort  and  interest  of  their  members.  You  might  just  as 
well  expect  to  regulate  the  price  of  wheat,  pork  or  other  commodities  by  legis- 
lation as  to  expect  that  you  can  regulate  the  rates  that  shall  be  charged  for  pro- 
tection, making  the  fraternal  societies  all  subject  to  the  same  rate  tables  as 
though  they  were  all  established  and  conducted  on  the  same  basis  and  after  the 
same  pattern.  It  would  be  about  as  consistent  for  our  national  legislature  to 
pass  a  law  limiting  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  that  should  occur  per 
annum  as  to  attempt  to  regulate  the  rates,  to  be  charged  by  these  fraternal 
Orders.  In  my  opinion  the  proposition  is  unsound,  unnecessay  and  would  be 
most  disastrous  to  their  growth  and  success.  I  am  unable  to  understand  why  I 
should  be  compelled  by  law  to  pay  more  than  the  current  cost  for  my  life  pro- 
tection, than  I  should  be  compelled  to  pay  more  than  the  market  value  from 
time  to  time  for  such  commodities  as  I  might  wish  to  purchase. 

What  assurance  have  we  that  the  legal  reserve  of  the  old  line  life  insurance 
-company  is  an  absolute  guarantee,  or  indeed  a  partial  guarantee  of  its  perpe- 
tuity. President  McCall,  of  the  New  York  Life,  in  his  paper  submitted  to  the 
insurance  commissioners  at  their  meeting  recently  held  in  Milwaukee,  revealed 
some  remarkable  facts  bearing  on  the  results  which  have  already  become  part 
of  the  history  of  the  old  line  insurance  system,  bolstered  up  as  they  are  with 
their  legal  reserves.  President  McCall  said  that  during  nine  years  of  the  period 
between  1871  and  1897,  forty-six  companies  ceased  business  in  New  York,  six- 
teen of  them  by  re-insurance  in  companies  which,  to  the  number  of  sixteen, 
afterwards  failed,  thus  disposing  of  thirty-two  companies.  The  aggregate  loss 
to  policy-holders  by  these  failures  was  about  135,000,000.  Of  the  other  com- 
panies, ten  paid  their  liabilities  in  full  and  four  re-insured  in  companies  which 
remained  solvent. 

The  sum  of  $35,000,000  loss  to  the  people  who  ad,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
stinted  themselves  to  carry  insurance  in  these  companies,  bears  with  it  a  tale  of 
grievous  misery  and  woe,  that  cannot  be  estimated  or  conceived,  and  yet  not 
only  our  enemies,  but  many  of  our  friends,  tell  us  that  we  too,  doing  a  life  pro- 
tection business  on  a  fraternal,  co-operative  plan,  will  have  to  follow  the  old 
liners  in  their  policy  of  large  accumulations  for  investment,  before  we  can  ever 
hope  to  reach  a  stable  and  business-like  basis. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  seventy-  five  per  cent,  of  the  heads  of  households  in 
this  country  never  create  an  unincumbered  reserve  or  surplus  exceeding 
$2,000,  yet  when  they  take  oat  a  policy  in  an  old  line  company,  they  are  called 
upon  to  put  up  at  least  forty  per  cent,  more  than  the  current  cost  of  protection 
for  a  reserve  or  surplus,  not  to  be  handled  by  themselves,  but  by  someone  else. 
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The  legal  reserve  fund,  the  large  accumulations  for  investment  which  the  policy- 
holders are  called  upon  to  contribute  to,  rarely  revert  to  them,  either  partially  as 
dividends  or  as  a  whole  in  case  of  insolvency.  It  is  like  the  rich  man's  surplus. 
Men  often  toil  and  struggle  through  the  best  years  of  their  life  to  amass  wealth, 
or  in  insurance  parlance,  a  big  reserve  fund,  only  to  die  and  never  enjoy  the  fruit 
of  their  labor.  More  often  than  otherwise  it  reverts  to  their  heirs  or  assigns, 
not  forever,  however,  but  to  be  soon  wasted  by  reckless  management  or  in 
riotous  living.  So  with  the  legal  reserve  of  the  old  line  company.  It  is  a  sad 
commentary  on  the  stability  of  the  legal  reserve  bulwark  to  note  the  enormous 
amount  of  hard  earned  cash  that  has  been  filched  forever,  never  to  come  back 
in  part  or  in  whole  to  its  contributors. 

It  went  to  make  up  legal  reserves  of  companies  said  to  have  been  impregnable, 
owing  to  their  having  such  large  accumulations,  but  the  companies  failed  just  the 
same,  and  even  the  old  line  leaders  acknowledge  that  it  takes  something  more 
potent  than  a  big  reserve  to  save  them. 

After  speaking  of  the  companies  whose  failures  brought  a  loss  of  $85,000,000 
to  their  policy-holders,  President  McCall,  in  his  paper,  says  : 

**  It  seems  clear  from  this  review  that  these  failures  resulted  from  bad  man- 
agement^ in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term.  It  was  extravagant,  wasteful,  dis- 
honest. It  paid  too  much  for  services  rendered  ;  it  did  not  take  proper  care  of 
the  results  obtained.  The  data  upon  which  it  proceeded  were  not  deceptive  ; 
no  company  failed  betause  of  an  excessive  death  rate ^  Tiox  (save  in  a  single  case) 
because  it  was  impossible  to  realize  a  rate  of  interest  equal  to  that  upon  which 
its  premiums  were  cast. " 

Then  mark  his  words  in  the  following  : 

**  In  no  other  business  is  failure  so  disastrous  as  in  life  insurance  ;  in  no  other 
is  it  so  unnecessary ;  in  no  other  is  it,  therefore,  so  inexcusable." 

With  this  record  of  failure  of  the  old  line  insurance  companies  before  us, 
acknowledged  and  commented  upon  by  the  president  of  the  greatest  old  line 
company  in  the  country,  what  guarantee  have  we  of  success  along  the  same  line 
if  we  adopt  old  line  methods  for  the  fraternal  beneficiary  Orders  ?  In  the  main 
it  must  be  granted  that  the  financiers  in  the  defunct  old  line  companies  referred 
to,  who  spent  years  and  years  studying  the  question  of  investment,  did  what  in 
their  judgment  was  best  for  the  interest  of  the  great  companies  over  which  they 
presided  and  had  a  controlling  part.  They  had  made  a  life  study  of  the  finances 
of  their  corporations.  They  had  invested  the  legal  reserves,  where,  at  the  time, 
they  expected  to  gain  big  profits  ;  profits,  indeed,  that  would  make  them  at 
least  indirectly  successful  as  well  as  their  companies.  With  all  their  study  and 
knowledge  of  investments  they  failed  in  nine  years,  so  disastrously  that  $85,000,- 
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000  were  lost  to  the  policy-holders.  What  assurance,  then,  I  ask,  have  we,  that 
a  business  in  which  the  leaders  of  fraternals  have  no  experience  along  the  lines 
of  large  investments,  would  be  more  successfully  conducted  by  them  than  by 
the  old  line  companies?  The  management  of  the  finances  of  a  fraternal  benefi- 
ciary society  are  of  an  entirely  different  and  much  more  simplified  character. 
Investment  is  foreign  to  our  system — as  foreign,  indeed,  as  the  creation  of  a 
large  accumulation  itself,  and  everyone  will  concede  that  no  such  accumulation 
would  be  made  without  investing  it. 

A  lack  of  confidence  in  any  system  has  been  the  cause  of  failure  from  time 
immemorial.  Lack  of  confidence  in  a  government  has  caused  Europe  to  turn 
away  from  the  beseeching  importunities  of  Spain,  and  to-day  she  is  left  to  her- 
self and  the  charity  of  her  victor.  Lack  of  confidence  has  caused  internal  dis- 
sension, business  stagnation,  commercial  failure,  starvation,  and  revolution  in 
many  governments.  It  matters  not  how  substantial  any  banking  institution, 
any  insurance  company  or  any  fraternal  beneficiary  society  may  be,  they  may 
all  go  down  if  those  interested  in  them,  or  who  may  desire  to  become  interested 
as  depositors,  policy-holders  or  members,  have  no  confidence  in  the  institution. 
And  that  confidence  can  be  destroyed  much  quicker  by  those  who  are  its  friends 
than  by  its  enemies. 

OLD   LINK  NOMENCLATURE. 

All  systems  of  life  protection,  if  honestly  managed,  are  in  the  interest  of  the 
public,  but  each  should  have  its  own  distinguishing  flag,  and  the  line  of  demark- 
ation  should  be  so  plain  that  the  common  people  would  be  able  to  tell  the  one 
from  the  other.  If  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  is  honestly,  economically 
and  energetically  managed,  and  who  can  say  it  has  not  been,  in  so  far  as  the 
Orders  represented  in  this  Congress  are  concerned,  it  is  unassailable.  Hence 
it  can  survive  the  assaults  of  its  enemies  without,  and  the  pressure  of  its  well- 
meaning  friends  from  within. 

The  fraternities  need  no  public  guardians.  Their  ranks  are  made  up  from  the 
people.  Their  members  make  their  own  laws  and  regulate  their  own  manage- 
ment of  affairs.  They  are  not  close  corporations,  and  they  do  not  need  paternal 
care  of  state  or  national  government.  They  are  thoroughly  democratic  institu- 
tions. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  splendid  record  made,  we  find  some  of  these  well- 
meaning  leaders  are  fast  drifting  into  the  old  line  insurance  camp.  They  have 
adopted  the  nomenclature  of  the  old  line  corporations.  In  their  advertising 
matter  we  find  such  words  and  expressions  as  ''fraternal  insurance,"  ''pre- 
mium income,*'  '* graded  premiums,'*  "our  insurance  is  the  cheapest  and 
best,*'  " take  out  a  policy  with  us,"  "we  make  no  death  assessments,"  "look 
at  our  reserve  fund."    These,  and  similar  names  and  terms,  are  frequently  ap- 
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plied  to  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  f raternals,  from 
the  very  nature  of  their  origin  and  foundation,  are  different  from  the  old  liners. 
But  I  hear  some  friend  quote  Shakespeare  and  say,  *  *  What's  in  a  name  ? " 
**  What's  the  difference  ?"  In  reply  let  me  say  there  is  ever3rthing  in  a  name. 
There  is  the  greatest  difference.  A  fraternal  beneficiary  society  is  like  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government.  It  is  democratic  in  its  very  nature,  function  and 
power.  It  is  a  co-operative,  representative  organization,  in  which  all  are  equal 
tinder  its  laws  and  equally  interested  in  its  welfare.  Every  member  has  a  voice 
in  its  government.  Through  his  local  lodge  he  may  vote  for  a  representative  to 
the  supreme  body,  who  in  turn  goes  to  that  body  to  represent  the  interest  of 
his  home  constituency.  The  whole  plan  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  is 
similar  to  that  of  a  republic.  The  great  and  supreme  officers  are  merely  the 
servants  of  the  members.  The  members  make  the  laws,  and  they  direct  and 
control  the  affairs  of  the  society.  The  relationship  of  one  member  to  another 
is  a  fraternal  one.  All  are  joined  together  for  one  common  end,  and  one  splen- 
did purpose.  These  societies  are  not  instituted  for  profit  and  gain,  and  there  is 
a  moral  force  in  the  fraternal  bond  that  binds  these  brothers  together,  that  is  a 
potent  factor  in  their  existence  and  continuance.  Just  the  opposite  is  true  of 
the  old  line  insurance  companies.  The  fraternal  benefipiary  societies  and  the 
old  liners  are  no  more  alike  than  the  governments  of  Russia  and  America.  The 
relationship  between  a  policy-holder  in  an  old  line  insurance  company  and  a 
member  of  a  fraternal  beneficiary  society,  as  far  as  the  interests  of  protection 
are  concerned,  is  no  more  alike  than  those  of  a  subject  of  the  czar  and  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  Then  why  call  them  the  same  ?  We  might  as  consistently 
talk  about  our  president  as  a  king,  of  our  flag  as  the  Russian  ensign,  of  our  citi- 
zens as  subjects,  as  to  call  protection  **  insurance,"  a  benefit  certificate  a  **  pol- 
icy," our  members  **  policy-holders,"  our  assessments  **  premiums,**  and  so  on, 
and  lastly,  for  other  reasons,  we  might  as  well  throw  up  the  fraternal  idea  and 
go  over  to  the  old  line  corporations,  body  and  soul ;  do  away  with  lodges  and 
fraternities,  pull  off  the  mask  that  the  old  liners  say  we  are  wearing,  adopt  the 
legal  reserve  idea,  make  our  societies  close  corporations,  and  (if  we  can)  do  busi- 
ness accordingly. 

When  this  republic  was  born  the  old  world  said  it  could  not  survive  unless  we 
modeled  it,  in  its  governmental  functions,  after  European  monarchies,  yet  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  proven  that  those  were  master  minds 
which  conceived  it,  and  that  it  will  prove  to  be  among  the  immortal  things 
of  earth.  Nothing  like  it  had  ever  been  written.  One  century  has  demon- 
strated how  groundless  were  the  arguments  of  its  opponents.  Other  republics 
had  gone  down,  they  said,  and  America  could  not  survive,  yet  she  has  survived 
and  is  to-day  the  wonder  of  the  world,  in  the  strength  of  her  institutions  and 
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the  independence,  intelligence  and  remarkable  loyalty  of  her  citirens  to  her 
interests  in  prosperity  or  adversity,  in  war  or  in  peace. 

The  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  should  have  plans,  laws,  terms  and 
methods  distinctly  their  own,  unhampered  by  any  old  line  phraseology,  laws  or 
strictures. 

As  long  as  our  friends  within  these  societies  insist  in  calling  us  insurance 
companies,  in  applying  insurance  terms  to  these  fraternal  Orders  and  advocat- 
ing insurance  methods,  just  so  long  will  we  be  assaulted  from  without.  Just  so 
long  courts  will  take  us  at  our  word  and  treat  us  as  insurance  corporations.  Just 
so  long  will  we  be  tabooed  by  insurance  commissioners  and  opposed  by  old  line 
companies.  Just  so  long  will  we  be  repudiated  by  the  cautious  and  frowned 
upon  by  those  whose  interests  in  life  should  make  them  our  brothers  and  co- 
workers. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  do  not  want  to  be  understood  by  my  opposition  to  legal  reserves  and  other 
old  line  life  insurance  methods  that  I  am  opposed  to  a  limited  surplus  or 
emergency  fund  for  those  societies  having  a  fixed  rate  of  assessment  at  age  of 
entry,  and  even  in  those  cases  the  only  emergency  fund  necessary  would  be 
enough  to  prevent  levying  double  assessments,  that  is,  uniformity  of  time  of 
payment. 

In  other  words,  I  am  opposed  to  the  theory  that  a  reserve  should  be  created 
to  insure  permanency.  When  you  establish  that  theory  in  connection  with  the 
plans  and  workings  of  a  beneficiary  Order,  you  side  track  the  fundamental 
principle  and  the  most  potent  lever. by  which  thege  great  fraternal  societies  are 
built  up  and  made  what  they  are.  You  put  individual  effort  in  the  background. 
The  inevitable  result  will  be  that  the  membership,  which  has,  during  all  these 
years  of  growth  and  prosperity,  contributed  its  voluntary  work  in  constantly 
bringing  in  new  blood,  thus  keeping  down  the  moitality  rate  far  below  the  nor- 
mal, will  depend  upon  large  accumulations  of  money,  invested  in  interest  bear- 
ing secutities,  as  sufiicient  to  take  care  of  the  society  to  which  they  belong. 
Interest  will  lag,  and  the  fratemals  will  be  surrounded  by  an  old  line,  close 
corporation  atmosphere,  stifling  pride  and  activity  and  bringing  premature  de- 
cay to  the  very  vitality  that  now  makes  them  independent  and  self-supporting. 
Sensible  business  men  to-day  are  seeking  protection,  not  uncertain  dividends 
from  uncertain  securities  in  the  hands  of  corporations. 

I  realize  that  certain  fraternal  beneficiary  Orders  which  have  operated  on  a  low 
fixed  rate  assessment  plan,  or  on  a  level  assessment  plan  for  all  ages,  have  seen 
the  necessity  through  their  failure  to  receive  a  sufficient  percentage  of  new 
blood  to  keep  down  the  average  age  and  their  mortality  to  a  normal  rate,  have 
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changed  their  rates  of  assessment.  Some  by  loading  the  rates  so  as  to  create  a 
surplus  or  emergency  fund,  limiting  the  number  of  assessments  to  one  a  month,  so 
long  as  their  emergency  fund  permitted  them  to  do  so,  while  others  have  adopted 
what  is  known  as  the  classified  or  step-rate  plan.  I  have  carefully  and  with  a 
good  deal  of  interest  watched  the  operation  of  the  tVo  different  plans,  and 
from  the  results,  as  I  understand  them,  have  become  honestly  convinced  that 
the  classified  or  step-jate  plan  is  more  in  harmony  with  the  co-operative  and 
fraternal  principles  which  underlie  our  great  fraternal  beneficiary  system.  It  is 
simply  carrying  out  the  principle,  which  the  Orders  have,  since  their  inception, 
inculcated,  of  furnishing  protection  to  the  membership  at  current  cost  from  year 
to  year.  In  other  words,  requiring  the  members  to  pay  what  the  mortality 
tables  show  is  necessary  to  carry  their  risks,  during  the  expectancy  of  life  based 
on  twelve  assessments,  or  calls,  per  annum.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  plan  is 
the  one  that  should  be  adopted  where  a  beneficiary  society  finds  it  necessary  to 
change  its  rate  of  assessment  to  prevent  what  is  generally  termed  **  double 
headers,"  and  still  carry  out  the  principle  of  co-operation  which  is  the  cor- 
ner stone  of  these  Orders.  It  is  not  as  arbitrary  as  the  fixed  rate  plan,  where 
a  member  has  to  pay  a  stipulated  amount,  whether  or  not  the  money  so  col- 
lected from  a  member  is  required  to  pay  accruing  liabilities.  If  I  understand 
clearly  the  reports  of  those  societies  that  have  adopted  this  plan,  particularly 
the  reports  of  the  executive  officers  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W..  it  has  worked  out  bet- 
ter results  than  I  anticipated. 

The  greatest  objection  which  has  been  urged  to  the  step-rate  plan  is  its 
higher  cost  to  members  in  their  old  ages.  However,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
chat  it  gives  them  protection  at  actual  cost  in  their  younger  years,  at  a  time 
when  their  families  are  young  and  dependent  and  their  income  small,  thus  giv- 
ing them  time  and  opportunity  to  accumulate  means  for  the  payment  of  the 
higher  rate  at  the  higher  ages  when  protection  is  less  needed. 

It  further  occurs  to  me  that  the  member  will  realize  more  fully  the  necessity 
for  individual,  active  effort  in  securing  an  infusion  of  new  blood  in  the  Order  so 
that  the  number  of  assessments  per  annum  may  be  kept  down  to  the  minimum. 
If  he  does  not  do  this,  then  he  must  expect  to  pay  the  maximum  rate,  and  can- 
not justly  complain  if  his  lack  of  interest  makes  it  necessary. 

In  what  I  have  said  in  this  paper  it  should  not  be  construed  that  I  am  making 
■any  captious  criticisms  of  either  the  systems  advocated  or  plans  contemplated 
by  any  society  represented  in  the  National  Fraternal  Congress.  What  we  should 
do  as  co-workers  along  the  lines  of  fraternity  and  protection  is  to  stand  shoulder 
to  shoulder  in  building  up  our  own  system,  and  not  be  led  to  sanction  any  plan 
that  will  compromise  us  in  the  future  or  place  us  upon  an  old  line  insurance 
basis.     I  believe  that  unless  we  continue  to  operate  upon  the  broad,  general 
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lines  on  which  we,  as  fraternal  societies,  were  founJed,  and  allow  ourselves  to 
listen  to  the  sophistries  of  our  enemies,  the  old  liners,  who  are  working  in  every 
way  to  undermine  us  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  or  depart  from  the  funda. 
mental  principles  of  co-operation,  the  day  will  soon  come  when  we  will  be  forced 
to  gather  around  a  forlorn  hope,  and  sing  that  other  old  Methodist  hymn,  which 
is  familiar  to  you  all : 

"  Hark  !  from  the  tombs  a  doleful  sound. 

Mine  ears  attend  the  cry, 
Ye  living  mortals,  come  view  the  ground. 

Where  you  must  shortly  lie." 

Then  will  we  realize  too  late  that  the  assaults  from  without  and  the  pressure 
from  within  has  destroyed  the  great  fraternal  beneficiary  system  which  for  thirty 
years  has  protected  the  homes  of  the  common  people  of  America. 


OUR  FRATERNITY  IS  ONLY  REAL  WHEN  EQUITY  IS  GIVEN 
ITS  FULL  EFFECT. 

By'd.    B.    STEVENS,   THE  FRATERNAL  MYSTIC  CIRCLE. 

In  order  to  consider  this  matter  with  a  view  to  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  solu- 
tion, it  is  absolutely  essential  that  we  should  have,  first  of  all,  a  correct  under- 
standing of  two,  and  possibly  three,  important  terms.  The  English  language, 
in  all  its  vast  vocabulary  and  close  distinction  of  meanings  between  different 
words  and  synonyms,  does  not  contain  any  three  other  words,  I  venture  to 
assert,  which  are  so  comprehensive  as  are  the  words  "law,"  ** equity.**  and 
**  fraternity."  We  do  not,  possibly,  recognize  this  until  we  come  to  define  them 
and  examine  them  as  to  the  relation  one  bears  to  the  other,  and  how  all  three 
are  of  equal  importance  in  consideration  of  the  subject  before  us. 

"  Fraternity,*'  derived  as  is  the  word  from  the  Latin  *'  fraternitas,**  pertain- 
ing to  a  brother,  the  state,  condition  or  relationship  of  a  brother,  brotherhood, 
the  quality  of  being  fraternal  or  brotherly,  is  in  a  measure  self-explanatory. 

*'  Equity,"  the  other  important  term  under  consideration,  is  a  wise  provision 
of  learned  jurists  to  give  more  specific  relief  than  can  sometimes  be  had  through 
the  generality  of  both  the  written  and  unwritten  law,  in  matters  of  public  and 
private  right.  Law  is  inflexible  and  harsh,  whereas  it  is  the  office  of  equity  to 
interpose  where  the  rigor  of  the  law  might  be  a  hardship.  Equity  is  certainly 
the  true  sense  and  sound  interpolation  of  law,  and  is  synonymous  to  justice. 

It  is,  as  Grotius  has  lucidly  defined  it,  **  The  correction  of  that  wherein  law, 
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by  reason  of  its  universality,  is  deficient."  Equity  takes  into  consideration  the 
particular  circumstances  of  each  individual  case,  and,  as  we  have  stated,  abates 
the  rigor  of  the  law. 

Having  gone  so  far,  and  arrived  at  an  understanding  of  *' fraternity  "  and 
**  equity,"  we  observe  that  equity  is  so  closely  allied  with  law  that  in  order  to 
have  a  correct  understanding  of  our  subject,  we  must  also  seek  for  the  true 
meaning  of  the  word  ''Maw." 

Blackstone  defines  "law"  concisely  in  its  most  general  and  comprehensive 
sense  as  signifying  "A  rule  of  action,"  and  he  says,  ''  It  is  applied  indiscrim- 
inately to  all  kinds  of  actions,  whether  animate  or  inanimate,  rational  or  irra- 
tional." 

It  is,  in  other  words,  *'That  rule  of  action  which  is  prescribed  by  some 
superior,  and  which  an  inferior  is  bound  to  obey."  Bear  in  mind,  kindly,  that 
law  is  rigorous  and  inflexible,  whereas  equity,  on  the  other  hand,  is  yielding, 
and  adaptable  to  various  circumstances. 

We  have,  in  looking  further  for  the  divisions  of  law  : 

First — The  law  of  God.  When  the  Supreme  Being  founded  the  universe  and 
created  matter  out  of  nothing.  He  impressed  certain  principles  upon  the  matter, 
from  which  it  can  never  depart,  and  without  which  it  would  cease  to  be. 

Second — We  have  the  law  of  Nature. 

Third — The  Civil  Law,  as  applied  to  the  government  of  society,  civil  govern- 
ment, etc. 

Now  equity  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  antithesis  of  law,  the  latter  being 
positive,  while  equity  adjusts  itself  to  individual  cases. 

We  will  only  dwell  on  this  branch  of  our  subject  sufficiently  to  further  state 
that  our  only  excuse  for  dealing  at  such  length  with  the  ground  work  of  the  sub- 
ject in  language  that  may  be  somewhat  tedious,  to  state  that  having  gone  so  far, 
we  are  now  prepared  to  intelligently  arrive  at  some  satisfactory  deductions. 

There  is  a  class  of  life  insurance  where  the  inflexible  rules  and  cold,  corporate 
methods  may  remind  one  of  the  rigors  of  the  law  before  it  is  tempered  by 
equity.  Fraternal  beneficial  organizations,  on  the  other  hand,  we  believe,  stand 
properly  in  a  category  of  equity,  because  they  have  in  them  the  warmth,  geni- 
ality of  the  soul,  of  true  brotherhood,  and  we  have  now  reached  the  point,  con- 
sequently, where  we  are  prepared  to  believe  that  there  cannot  be,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  real  fraternity  without  equity,  because  equity  and  fraternity  are,  in  a 
measure,  synonymous. 

Natural  law  applies  to  life  and  death  in  its  operation  upon  mankind.    Experi- 
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ence  has  made  possible  mortality  tables.  They  have  been  constrncted,  based 
upon  actual  observations,  covering  many  thousands  of  lives  and  extending  over 
a  series  of  years.  Whether  we  profit  by  the  use  of  theve  tables,  by  the  teach- 
ings of  this  experience  as  a  basis  for  our  calculations  or  not,  in  no  manner  or 
degree  interferes  one  iota  with  the  un intermittent  and  unerring  operation  of  the 
law  of  mortality  among  the  members  of  this  or  that  Order.  It  marches  steadily 
on,  heeded  or  unheeded,  turning  neither  to  the  right  nor  left,  knowing  no  friend, 
no  foe.  It  is  true  that  new  blood,  selection,  discontinuances,  residence  and 
occupation  all  enter  as  factors,  which  as  to  the  aggregate  membership  of  the 
Order  have  to  do  with  the  average  mortality  or  cost. 

Remembering  that  true  equity  requires  underlying  principles  which  are  capa- 
ble of  sunding  that  rigid  and  mathematical  computation  which  is  essential 
when  the  death  claims  are  to  be  met,  we  pass  to  some  illustrations  which  we 
believe  may  make  more  clear  the  foregoing.  The  mortality  cost  of  every  life 
insurance  proposition,  under  whatsoever  name  it  may  appear,  is  always  the 
same,  and  being  inexorable  and  inflexible  in  its  demands  may  well  represent  law. 
The  requirements  of  nature's  law  must  be  met  by  a  fraternal  beneficial  Order  as 
surely  as  by  any  other  organization  furnishing  protection  in  case  of  decease  of 
its  members.  The  method  of  meeting  that  element  is  of  necessity  the  very 
essence  of  the  matter,  and  here  the  door  where  equity  enters  to  temper  or  modify 
in  some  degree  the  requirements  of  law.  It  should  be  given  its  proper  force, 
but  in  so  doing  sentiment  must  not  be  mistaken  for  '*  equity,"  nor  can  the  require- 
ments of  law  be  ignored.  That  the  propositions  emanating  from  a  fraternal 
Order  should  be  equitable  I  think  no  one  will  question,  for  without  equity  can 
justice  be  done  ?  And  our  Orders  desire  to  be  fraternal,  equitable  and  just,  and 
can  they  in  fact  be  the  first  unless  they  embody  also  the  last  two  terms  named  ? 

Now,  in  applying  the  principles  of  equity  to  the  plans  of  beneficial  Orders 
we  must  disassociate  equity  from  charity.  Charity  is  a  word  sent  down,  as  wfe 
believe,  from  Heaven  to  gladden  human  hearts  with  the  reflex  influences  which 
are  inseparably  connected  by  an  invisible  cord  to,  and  resulting  from  every  purely 
unselfish  act  for  the  good  of  another.  Charity  has  a  large  place,  both  in  foun- 
dation and  structure  of  every  true  fraternal  Order,  but  its  field — its  wide  and 
holy  scope — is  of  necessity  and  right  confined  to  a  department  other  than  that 
which  provides  tor  the  payment  of  a  stipulated  sum  in  consideration  for  the 
payments  which  the  member  agrees  to  make.  This  latter  is  not— cannot — be 
accounted  charity^  but  fraternity  (brotherhood)  and  equity  are  factors  which  enter 
into  it  in  a  fraternal  organization. 

Have  you  ever  thought  carefully  over  the  question  as  to  what  the  roll  of  mem- 
bership of  any  company  or  Order  that  has  a  history  covering  twenty  or  more 
years  would  show,  say  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  ?  Have  you  thought  how  the 
following  might  easily  be  revealed  by  a  careful  examination  thereof? 
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20  years  ago  some  members  aged  85  came  in 

and  5      '*       later  others  **      40      •*     ** 

**     still    5      *•  "        **  "      45      **     ** 

.«       <.      5     .»  u        .(  «.      55      .«     u 

and  then  has  not  the  fact  that  all  these  men,  during  all  the  years  they  have  been 
members,  have  been  exactly  the  same  age  and  now  all  are  fifty-five  years  old, 
come  to  your  mind  with  new  force  ? 

Suppose  they  are  members  of  an  Order  that  makes  no  provision  for  accumu- 
lating an  equalization  fund  and  in  which  the  rate  at  entry  is  as  shown  below^ 
and  remains  the  rate  during  life,  and  they  each  hold  a  |1,000  membership. 

Age  85  annual  rate $  9.29 

••    ^0      •*         •* 10.86 

"    45      **  •'  12.21 

*•    50      •*         **  15  93 

"    55      *•         *'  21.66 

How  do  the  figures  now  at  the  end  of  twenty  years  stand  ? 

Remembering  that  all  are  now  fifty-five  years  of  age,  suppose  that  there  are 
1,000  who  came  in  at  each  of  the  different  times  and  ages,  as  above,  and  that 
the  mortality  rate  of  the  organization  required  the  full  table  rate  for  age  fifty- 
five  during  the  twenty-first  year  (it^is  immaterial  whether  we  use  the  full  table 
rate  or  any  porportion  of  it,  the  results  will  relatively  be  exactly  the  same),  we 
find  that  the  amount  required  to  pay  the  death  claims  during  the  twenty-first 
year  would  be : 

5,000  members  x  $21.66  (the  death  rate  for  55  years  of  age) . .  .$108,800 
Assessments  paid  1,000  x   $9.29  +  1.000  x  $10.86  +  1,000  x 
$12.21+1,000  X  $15.98+1,000  x  $21.66 69,450 

Leaving  unprovided  for  the  large  sum  of $88,850 

Suppose  that  we  go  further  and  consider  what  the  calculation  would  disclose 
if  five  other  years  had  passed  and  there  were  still  5,000  members  remaining 
who  came  in  as  above.  We  find  the  mortality  rate,  according  to  the  tables  for 
age  sixty  (and  all  of  the  members  under  consideration  would  then  be  sixty  years 
of  age)  requires  an  annual  payment  on  $1,000  of  $80.88,  and  for  5,000  members 
as  follows : 

5,000  members  x  $80.88  (the  death  rate  for  sixty  years  of  age)  $151,650 
Assessments  paid  by  the  members  that  year 69,450 

Leaving  unprovided  for  the  large  sum  of $  82,200 
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Who  pays  this  large  remaining  and  unprovided  for  sum  ?  The  question  will 
surely  be  asked — who  will  answer,  and  how  ? 

Is  Fraternity  real — is  Equity  given  its  full  effect  in  a  system  under  which 
such  a  state  of  affairs,  as  above  pointed  out,  could  exist  ?  In  other  words,  is  it 
a  brotherly  act,  an  act  of  justice,  an  act  of  equity  to  ask  one  member  to  pay  for 
the  same  amount  of  protection,  almost  2}4  times  as  much  as  another  pays, 
while  they  have  been  of  the  same  age  during  all  the  years  they  have  been  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  and  now  are  ?  Will  it  do  for  us  to  say  that  because  one  came 
in  as  a  member  twenty  years  ago  (and  as  in  many  cases  is  true  never  after  the 
first  year  paid  as  much  as  his  risk  cost,  and  during  good  health  had  the  con- 
stant right  of  selection  against  the  Order  by  retiring  from  it)  that  he  should 
now  pay  less  than  ^  as  much  as  a  man,  of  his  age,  pays  who  came  in  twenty 
years  later?  Is  it  Equity?  Is  it  Fraternity?  If  A  owns  a  home  which  he 
moved  into  twenty  years  ago  and  which  at  the  present  time  is  worth  |1,000, 
and  6  owns  a  home  which  he  moved  into  three  months  ago,  which  also  is  now 
worth  $1,000,  will  it  do  to  say  that  because  A  has  paid  taxes  upon  his  home  for 
twenty  years,  he  should  now  only  pay  $9.29  per  annum  for  taxes  and  that  B 
must  pay  $21.66  per  annum  for  taxes  ?  This,  as  we  all  know,  would  not 
answer.  Equity  should  temper  the  rigor  of  the  law  and,  possibly,  certain 
consideration  may  be  given  for  persistence  in  membership  ;  but  can  it  be  true 
that  the  picture  above  painted  presents  our  best  thought  as  to  the  elements  of 
Justice  and  Equity  which  should  control  the  actions  of  a  Brother  toward  a 
Brother  ? 

If  the  member  who  came  in  twenty  years  ago  had  paid  additionally  toward  a 
sufficient  Equalization  Fund,  then  Fraternity  and  Equity  would  agree  that  a 
departure  from  the  rigor  of  the  law,  as  it  is  shown  in  another  system  of  insur- 
ance, should  be  made,  so  as  to  permit  him  to  participate  in  and  be  benefited 
by  the  contributions  made  to  such  fund  by  the  non-persistent  or  *' transient" 
members,  which,  during  one-half  of  life  expectation  will  aggregate  a  sum 
sufficient  to  greatly  assist  a  member.  Or,  as  will  readily  be  seen,  if  the  natural 
premium  or  step-rate,  properly  calculated  had  been  applied,  all  of  the  above 
named  parties  would  have  paid  the  cost  of  their  risk  during  each  year  of  their 
membership. 

I  have  intentionally  confined  myself  to  the  one  phase  of  the  subject  under 
consideration,  and  regarding  it  I  am  aware  that  but  little  that  is  new  can  be 
said,  and  in  that  which  has  been  said  herein  kindly  remember  that  nothing  is 
in  criticism  nor  does  it  emanate  from  a  pessimistic  standpoint.  The  writer  be- 
lieves that  the  good  which  the  Beneficial  Orders  of  America  have  accomplished 
can  never  be  over-estimated,  and  also  that  they  will  continue  to  exist  for  tlie 
sacred  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  maintenance  and  protection  of  the  homes  of 
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the  multiplied  thousands  who  gather  around  their  altars.  They  must  prove 
great  and  important  factors  so  long  as  human  wants  and  human  hearts  remain 
as  they  now  are,  and  in  fulfillment  of  their  high  mission  they  must,  we  believe, 
prove  imperishable — indestructible  until  their  work  is  done.  , 

By  whatever  method  we  may  make  provision  for  meeting  the  imperative  de- 
mands of  Natural  Law  as  to  mortality,  let  Fraternity  and  Equity  go  hand  in 
hand,  so  as  to  perpetuate  the  noble,  genuine  Fraternal  Beneficial  Orders,  to 
bless  generations  yet  to  come,  through  the  ages,  so  that  all  men,  everywhere, 
may  be  taught  to  love  the  home  and  its  inmates  more  and  more  and  to  more 
fully  appreciate  the  true  meaning  of  Fraternity  ^  Equity  and  Justice, 


WHAT   HAS  WOMAN   ACCOMPLISHED   IN   FRATERNAL  BENEFI- 
CIARY SOCIETIES? 

BY  BINA  M.  WEST,  SUPREME  RECORD  KEEPER  OF  THE  LADIES  OF  THE  MACCABEES 

OF  THE  WORLD. 

When  first  requested  by  President  Shepard  to  write  a  paper  to  be  read  at  this 
session  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress,  I  replied  that  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  for  me  to  do  so,  owing  to  the  limit  of  time  and  heavy  pressure  of 
duties  in  other  directions.  But  when  be  suggested  in  reply  that  as  I  had  read  a 
paper  in  1894  on  Woman's  Possibilities  in  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies,  he 
thought  it  would  be  of  interest  to  the  Congress  to  hear  what  '*  Woman  has  Ac- 
complished in  Fraternal  Societies,"  and  that  the  subject  need  not  of  necessity  be 
treated  at  length,  I  consented  to  make  the  efifort  to  prepare  something  along 
this  line. 

I  have  since  had  occasion  to  regret  having  entered  upon  the  task,  for  not  only 
have  I  had  such  demands  upon  my  time  in  an  official  capacity  (which  in  itself 
speaks  volumes  for  what  woman  has  accomplished  in  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Soci- 
eties) as  to  absolutely  prohibit  doing  myself  justice  on  the  subject,  but  I  have 
discovered  that  women  have  accomplished  so  much  in  this  field  of  efifort  in  a  busi- 
ness, educational  and  fraternal  way,  that  the  subject  is  of  far  greater  magnitude 
and  of  more  far-reaching  importance  than  I  had  anticipated.  Women  have  be- 
come an  important  factor  in  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies,  and  their  activity 
in  this  field  of  work  broadens  the  field  and  opens  a  wider  range  for  the  influence 
which  these  societies  are  wielding  in  the  social,  intellectual  and  business  world. 

It  has  been  a  still  greater  difficulty  to  write  a  comprehensive  paper  on  this 
subject  by  reason  of  the  dearth  of  statistical  information  compiled  along  these 
Unes.     Very  few.  if  any,  of  the  societies  composed  of  both  men  and  women 
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under  the  same  general  management  keep  separate  records  of  the  membership 
of  women,  so  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  arrive  at  even  an  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  women  at  present  members  of  Fraternal  Beneficiary 
Societies,  the  amount  of  protection  written  upon  the  lives  of  women,  the  amount 
in  force  upon  their  lives  or  paid  to  tbe  beneficiaries,  and  much  other  valuable 
data  which  would  have  been  of  interest  and  importance  in  a  paper  treating  on 
this  subject. 

In  order  to  obtain  some  general  information  as  a  means  of  reference,  I  sent 
out  a  blank  form  for  statistical  information  to  the  forty-nine  societies  represent- 
ed in  this  Congress,  and  to  about  one  hundred  societies  registered  in  the  various 
States  as  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies,  as  shown  by  the  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners' reports  of  such  States.  The  various  secretaries  of  these  societies  very 
generously  responded,  and  it  is  to  them  I  am  indebted  for  such  information  as 
it  has  been  possible  to  obtain  along  these  lines. 

I  wish  at  this  time,  and  in  this  connection,  to  express  my  thanks  for  the 
uniform  promptness  and  courtesy  of  the  replies  received.  Only  one  society  re- 
fused information,  stating  that  **  We  have  made  all  necessary  reports  to  the 
State  officials,  and  do  not,  therefore,  desire  to  make  any  other  reports."  I  am 
glad  this  society  is  not  represented  in  the  Congress,  but  I  regret  the  fact  that  it 
was  a  woman's  society.  However,  in  the  direction  of  education  and  business 
experience,  these  movements  are  destined  to  accomplish  much. 

Owing  to  incompleteness  of  data,  failure  of  societies  to  keep  separate  records 
of  women,  as  before  stated,  and  the  fact  that  the  figures  furnished  are  not  all 
up  to  date,  some  being  for  the  year  ending  December  81,  1897,  some  October 
1,  1898,  and  in  many  cases  the  membership  being  made  up  from  the  reports 
of  the  Insurance  Commissioners  or  the  last  biennial  reports  of  such  societies, 
the  membership  statistics  upon  which  the  comparisons  are  made  can  at  best  be 
regarded  as  approximate,  but  serve  so  show  the  importance  of  the  standing  of 
women. 

Of  the  forty-nine  beneficiary  societies  represented  in  the  Congress,  thirty- 
eight  responded.  Of  these,  fifteen  are  composed  of  men  alone,  and  in  this  class 
I  have  included^the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
each  of  which  has  an  auxiliary  branch  giving  protection  to  its  members,  with 
women  in  direction  of  either  fraternal  or  business  management  or  both,  the 
degree  of  such  management  varying  according  to  the  laws  of  the  society. 
Seventeen  are  composed  of  both  men  and  women  in  the  society.  Four  have 
recently  admitted  women  to  membership  or  organized  a  woman's  branch,  and 
two  are  contemplating  the  admission  of  women.  Eleven  failed  to  respond.  Of 
these,  five  are  classed  with  societies  composed  of  men  only,  two  admit  both  men 
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and  women  to  membership,  and  of  the  remaining  four  the  writer  is  in  doubt  as 
to  whether  women  are  admitted. 

Of  the  societies  not  represented  in  the  Congress,  sixty  responded. 

Of  these,  thirty  are  composed  of  men  only,  twenty-two  are  composed  of  both 
men  and  women,  two  have  recently  admitted  women  to  membership,  three  are 
contemplating  their  admission,  and  three  are  composed  of  women  alone. 

There  are  six- organizations  of  women,  the  fraternal  or  business  management 
being  wholly  or  in  part  in  the  hands  of  women.  Of  these,  four  are  auxiliary 
to  societies  represented  in  the  Congress,  namely  :  the  Degree  of  Honor,  Royal 
Neighbors,  Woodmen  Circle  and  the  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees  ;  and  two,  The 
Ladies*  Catholic  Benevolent  Association  and  the  Women's  Catholic  Order  of 
Foresters,  are  independent. 

If  there  are  other  societies  of  women  giving  protection  and  working  either  as 
auxiliaries  or  independently*  the  writer  has  been  unable  to  reach  them  through 
the  mediums  at  her  disposal  and  in  the  limited  time.  Two  leading  fraternal  socie* 
ties  among  women,  the  Rebekahs,  auxiliary  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  the  Rathbone  Sisters,  auxiliary  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  have, 
at  recent  conventions,  discussed  the  advisability  of  adding  the  beneficial  feature 
to  their  laws,  but  the  writer  has  been  unable  to  ascertain  whether  such  fea-r 
ture  was  adopted. 

The  date  of  the  organization  of  the  fraternal  beneficiary  system  is  practically 
the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  in  1868, 
and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that,  of  the  societies  organized  thereafter,  two  of  the 
oldest  admitted  women  to  beneficial  membership,  i.  ^.,  the  Knights  and  Ladies 
of  Honor,  organized  in  1876,  which  was  the  fifth  society  in  point  of  date  of 
organization,  originally  represented  in  this  Congress,  and  the  United  Order  of 
the  Golden  Cross,  organized  in  July,  1876,  and  now  represented  in  this  body. 
The  societies  intermediate  in  date  of  organization  between  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and 
the  two  above  mentioned  being  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Knights  of  Honor,  and  the 
American  Legion  of  Honor,  each  of  which  at  present  is  composed  o/  men  alone. 

Other  societies  admitting  both  men  and  women  to  beneficial  membership  were 
organized  as  follows : 

1877 Royal  Templars. 

1878 Order  of  Mutual  Protection. 

1879 United  Order  of  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

1879 Home  Circle. 

1881 Order  of  United  Friends. 

1881 Golden  Star  Fraternity. 
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Comparatively  few  societies  admitting  women  were  organized  from  1881  to 
1890,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  large  majority  of  the  societies 
admitting  women,  both  out  of  and  represented  in  the  Congress,  have  been  or- 
ganized  since  1890.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  entrance  of  women  into  Fra- 
ternal Beneficiary  Societies  dates  almost  from  the  organization  of  these  societies 
themselves,  hut  it  is  only  of  comparatively  recent  date,  or  since  about  1890,  that 
the  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  women  themselves  against  life  protection  has  been 
in  part  overcome,  and  it  is  during  this  period  of  time  that  the  greatest  strides 
have  been  made  in  increasing  the  membership  of  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies 
from  the  ranks  of  women. 

Of  the  seventeen  societies  responding  composed  of  men  and  women  repre- 
sented in  the  Congress,  and  the  twenty-two  societies  responding  not  represented 
in  the  Congress,  it  is  ah  encouraging  *' sign  of  the  times"  to  find  that,  with  but 
a  single  exception,  women  have  equal  representation  with  men  in  the  local, 
Sute  and  national  organizations;  have  the  same  *ratings,  are  included  in  the 
same  department,  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  privleges  of  office.  In  many  cases 
women  have  held,  with  ability  and  credit,  some  of  the  highest  offices  in  these 
Orders. 

In  two  replies  only  did  there  appear  on  the  surface  an  apparent  disposition  to 
hold  the  reins  of  government.  In  one  of  these,  questions  1,  2.  8  and  4  were 
answered,  '*  yes/'  no,  no,  yes.  No.  5,  the  question.  Are  women  in  manage- 
ment of  the  women's  department?  was  answered,  no,  sir ;  which  may  or  may 
not  have  been  a  declaration  to  maintain  the  rights  of  man  in  man's  domain. 

Another,  in  reply  to  the  inquiry,  Are  women  eligible  to  office  in  the  state  and 
national  organizations?  replied.  ''  If  they  can  get  votes  enough."  This  gentle- 
man may  be  a  bachelor,  but  if  a  benedict,  perhaps  he  already  knows  that  when 
a  ''  woman  will^  she  will,"  etc.,  and  if  she  zoan/j  an  office,  she'll  get  votes  enough. 

Women,  however,  are  reasonable,  and  I  believe  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  think 
that  they  are  chronic  office  seekers,  or  will  abuse  the  privileges  granted  them.  The 
tendency  is  leather  to  develop  along  lines  where  the  best  interests  of  the  greatest 
number  are  conserved. 

The  average  age  of  women,  as  shown  by  the  reports,  is  almost  without  excep- 
tion lower  than  that  of  men.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  fact  that  women 
mature  earlier,  and  consequently  require  this  protection  at  an  early  age,  but  it 
may  be  due  to  the  inherent  tendency  among  women  to  remain  young.  At  any 
rate  a  society  admitting  women  to  membership  may  feel  reasonably  assured  that 
women  will  do  their  best  to  keep  down  the  average  age  of  the  society. 

In  all  cases  where  any  difiference  existed  in  the  percentage  of  lapses  between 
men  and  women,  it  is  shown  that  a  smaller  percentage  of  women,  after  once  tak- 
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ing  out  benefits,  allow  their  membership  to  lapse.  This  may  be  explained  by  the 
tendency  among  women  to  meet  their  obligations,  or  a  greater  appreciation  of 
the  importance  and  monetary  value  of  her  membership  to  herself  and  benefi- 


Two  societies  report  the  mortality  rate  among  women  to  be  greater,  but  the 
consensus  of  opinion  from  the  societies  reporting  on  this  subject  is  in  favor  of 
women  as  risks,  providing  always  that  the  proper  medical  selection  be  made  at 
admission. 

In  addition  to  the  courtesy  shown  by  the  various  Orders  in  supplying  such 
statistical  information  as  could  be  obtained,  I  received  in  connection  therewith 
many  expressions  of  personal  interest  in  the  subject  and  of  experience  alon^  this 
line,  which  are  excellent  tributes  to  woman  and  her  business  ability.  As  many 
of  these  came  from  gentlemen  high  in  the  councils  of  this  Fraternal  Congress, 
my  paper  would  not  be  complete  were  their  opinions  not  made  a  part  of  it. 

President  Shepard,  of  the  Order  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  says  : 

•'  We  treat  men  and  women  on  an  exact  equality  in  every  respect.  We  find 
a  slight  difference  in  the  mortality  rate  in  favor  of  females,  and  the  lapse  rate  is 
also  smaller  among  them.  Every  office  in  the  Order  is  open  to  them,  and  they 
constitute  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  collectors  and  secretaries  of  the  colonies. ' 

"  We  have  had  very  few  defaulters  among  our  collectors,  and  among  the 
hundreds  of  women  who  in  the  last  twenty  years  have  filled  that  position,  only 
one  has  been  false  to  her  trust.  Our  experience  has  been  such  to  fully  warrant 
the  statement  that  women  in  a  fraternal  beneficiary  society  give  stability  and 
strength  to  such  an  association  in  excess  of  her  number.  I  am  sure  that  you 
will  find  that  this  Order  is  no  exception,  but  that  the  rule  will  be  unbroken." 

F.  L.  Snyder,  Supreme  Scribe  of  Ben-Hur,  speaks  of  women  as  risks  : 

"Our  experience  has  informed  us,  so  far,  that  the  risk  upon  female  members 
is  quite  as  good  as  that  upon  male  members.*' 

Edwin  K.  Hawley,  secretary  of  the  Provident  Home,  Binghamton,  N.  Y., 
gives  some  logical  reasons  for  the  admission  of  women  : 

"  The  Security  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  this  city,  has  almost  from 
the  beginning  of  its  organization  taken  women,  and  the  secretary- manager,  Mr. 
Charles  M.  Turner,  stated  to  me  some  time  ago  that  he  considered  them  as  good  or 
better  risks  than  men  ;  they  have  no  vicious  habits,  such  as  tobacco,  liquor,  late 
hours,  and  out  all  night  to  '  lodge '  (?),  not  as  liable  to  death  through  exposure  to 
accidents,  as  they  will  not  take  the  chances  that  a  man  will  take,  as  a  careless 
man  will  take  chances  that  a  reckless  woman  will  not  take,  as  I  am  told  by  a 
dealer  in  bicycles.     If  temperance  in  eating  and  drinking,  good  hours  and  good 
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company,  or  none,  conduce  to  longevity,  I  fail  to  see  why  they  are  not  better 
risks  than  men,  providing  both  are  in  good  health  at  the  time  of  insuring.** 

The  Supreme  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Circle,  James  Walsh,  of  Springfield,  111., 
says  of  them : 

'*  I  believe,  however,  that  women  have  power  to  be  the  better  risks,  as  we 
have  had  fewer  deaths  among  them,  while  the  proportion  of  female  members  is 
about  equal  to  that  of  the  males.*' 

The  Atlas  Life  Association  of  Detroit  says  that  "  With  proper  selection  we 
believe  women  risks  better  than  men.  Proper  medical  examinations  are  the  great- 
est difficulty." 

The  twenty  years'  actual  experience  of  D.  P.  Robins,  at  present  secretary  of 
the  American  Benefit  Council  of  Erie,  Pa.,  should  be  a  valuable  testimonial : 

"  For  twenty  years  I  have  been  in  actuarial  work  much  of  the  time,  and  some 
eight  years  since  for  the  K.  &  L.  of  H.  and  E.  A.  U.  Both  claimed  that  their 
experience  proved  women  to  be  about  10^  better  risks ;  I  endeavored  to  secure 
bottom  facts,  and  found  their  conclusions  had  been  drawn  from  this  fact  that 
there  was  a  slight  excess  per  thousand  of  deaths  for  men  in  representative 
Orders.  Upon  securing  from  headquarters  the  relative  ages  and  occupations  I 
found  that  the  average  ages  of  women,  taken  in  the  comparison,  had  been  three 
years  below  the  men,  and  that  in  common  occupations  at  same  ages  there  was  an 
excess  of  deaths  among  the  females,  but  taking  the  medium  occupations,  as 
machinists,  mill  operatives,  etc.,  deaths  from  accidents  advanced  the  rate  beyond 
the  women. 

**  On  the  whole,  after  many  years  of  study  on  this  subject,  I  have  concluded 
that  uHiitr  similar  environments  there  is  but  small  choice  between  the  two.  and 
it  is  fair  to  accept  all  common  occupations,  who  stand  good  medical  selection,  in 
one  class.'* 

In  the  Home  Circle,  woman  has  also  made  her  influence  felt,  as  evinced  by  the 
following  statement  of  Julius  M.  Swain,  Secretary  : 

**  We  can  say  in  a  general  way  that  when  the  Home  Circle  was  organized  on 
October  2,  1879,  men  and  women  were  admitted  on  equal  terms,  and  that  up  to 
the  present  time  women  have  borne  the  same  responsibilities  and  shared  the 
same  honors,  emoluments  and  privileges  as  male  members  at  the  same  rates. 
For  two  years,  viz.,  in  1888  and  1889,  Mrs.  Adella  I.  Cummings  served  us  as 
Supreme  Leader  with  credit  and  honor.  We  can  say  that  woman  has  up  to 
this  time  borne  her  full  share  of  the  burden,  social  and  financial,  and  chat  at  the 
present  time  she  composes  one-third  of  the  membership." 

Every  member  of  the  Congress,  and  especially  every  woman  in  the  fraternal 
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beneficiary  world  will  appreciate  the  eloquent  tribute  paid  to  the  sex  by  the  Hon. 
Lucius  P.  Deming,  Supreme  Warden  of  the  New  England  Order  of  Protection  : 

**  Our  Order  was  instituted  in  November,  1887,  and  from  the  first  we  made  no 
distinction,  but  admitted  women  and  men  upon  precisely  the  same  basis.  As 
we  received  women  into  membership  on  the  same  terms  with  men,  we  made  no 
distinction  of  sex  in  the  lodge.  Women  could  be  elected,  and  were  elected  to 
every  office ;  they  served  on  nearly  every  committee ;  in  many  of  our  lodges 
they  have  representation  on  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
the  members  of  a  lodge  know  no  difference  between  the  ladies  and  gentlemen . 
They  each  are  entitled  ^to  the  same  honors,  excepting  in  some  lodges  there  is 
a  tendency  to  exclude  women  from  the  highest  office,  to  wit :  Warden,  and  to 
overcome  that  tendency,  we  provided  in  our  law  thai  a  woman  serving  two  terms 
as  a  Vice-Warden  should  be  entitled  to  the  honors  of  the  position  of  Warden. 
This,  however,  has  been  changed  now,  by  the  women  themselves,  their  argu- 
ment being  that  women  were  as  capable  as  men,  and  a  little  more  so,  and  if 
they  had  not  the  grit  to  secure  votes  for  the  highest  office,  they  ought  not  to 
slip  in  by  an  easy  way  and  secure  the  honors,  and  as  usual,  the  men  let  the 
ladies  have  their  own  way. 

"  We  have  found  that  as  risks,  women  are  ten  per  cent,  better  than  men.  As 
officers  they  are  the  equal  of  men,  and  I  have  seen  some  women  who  as  presid- 
ing officers  were  superior  to  any  man  in  their  lodge.  We  are  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  result  of  our  eleven  years  of  experience,  and  would  not  make  a  distinction 
between  men  and  women  if  we  could. 

'*  So  far  as  the  social  element  is  concerned,  women  are  by  far  the  best  workers, 
and  in  some  of  our  lodges  they  have  shown  themselves  the  best  solicitors  for 
new  members.  It  is  hard  for  a  man  to  say  no  when  a  lady  asks  him  to  become 
a  member  of  an  association  of  which  she  is  also  a  member,  and  some  of  our 
most  prosperous  lodges  owe  their  prosperity  to  the  efforts  of  the  women. 

**  I  have  written  you  these  few  things,  thinking  possibly  the  Supreme  Secretary 
might  confine  himself  to  figures,  while  figures  fail  to  tell  the  real  story  of 
woman's  ability  and  success." 

D.  E.  Stevens,  Vice-President  of  the  Congress,  says  : 

"  We  believe  that  women  have  accomplished  in  fraternal  beneficiary  societies 
a  wonderful  work,  and  that  in  the  future  she  is  destined  to  become  a  still 
more  important  factor." 

To  these  may  be  added  the  experience  of  old  line  insurance  companies,  for 
it  is  what  women  have  accomplished  in  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  and  the 
practical  truths  there  demonstrated  that  has  brought  about  the  change  in  senti- 
ment in  insurance  circles,  and  women  as   risks  are  becoming  important  fac- 
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tor  there  as  well.  The  Sunday  News  Tribune  of  Detroit,  of  November  6th,  had 
an  article  on  Woman  in  Insurance,  extracts  from  which  may  be  of  interest  in 
this  connection,  bearing  out  statements  already  made  : 

*' There  is  no  practical  business  topic  on  which  women  need  to  bejedu- 
cated  more  than  on  insurance/'  said  W.  S.  Crane  of  this  city ;  **I  think  that 
every  woman  who  saves  any  money  ought  to  save  part  of  it  in  that  way.  One  of 
the  very  best  charitable  schemes  I  know  is  for  women  to  insure  their  lives  for  the 
institutions  in  which  they  are  especially  interested,  thus  creating  an  endownaent 
fund,  which  must  eventually  grow  to  enormous  proportions." 

Said  Col.  J.  T.  Sterling,  who  has  had  many  years'  experience  in  the  line  of 
fire  insurance :  *M  have  always  advocated  women  insuring  their  lives,  and 
have  felt  that  it  was  entirely  wrong  for  insurance  companies  to  discriminate 
against  women,  some  of  them  refusing  to  insure 'them  at  all,  others  charging  an 
extra  premium.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  nearly  every  prominent  company  now 
insures  women  without  extra  charge." 

Mrs.  James  W.  Gilbert,  well  known  to  social  and  charitable  circles  of  De- 
troit, says : 

**  Every  woman  ought  to  know  about  the  benefits  that  will  accrue  from  insur- 
ance, both  to  herself  and  to  others.  Not  half  the  women  carry  insurance  who 
ought  to." 

All  of  which  goe's  to  show  the  change  in  sentiment  along  the  lines  of  protec- 
tion by  women  as  well  as  by  insurance  companies.  While  much  has  been 
accomplished  by  women  along  the  line  of  life  protection,  much  educational 
work  remains  to  be  done,  and  it  is  the  great  fraternal  beneficiary  societies 
among  women  to-day  that  are  educating  the  masses  of  the  people  to  a  belief  in 
life  protection. 

The  evidence  deduced  from  the  information  received  from  societies  com- 
posed of  both  men  and  women,  giving  statistics  on  the  membership  of  women 
as  compared  with  men  in  fraternal  beneficiary  societies,  shows  conclusively  the 
following  facts : 

1st.    That  the  women  have  equal  privileges  with  men  in  such  societies. 

2nd.  That  they  are  considered  as  good  risks,  if  not  better  than  the  men,  the 
same  care  in  selection  prevailing  at  admission. 

8rd.     That  the  percentage  of  lapses  among  women   is  less  than  among 
men. 
4th.    That  the  average  age  of  women  is  lower  than  among  men. 

5th.  That  the  mortality  rate  among  women  is  about  the  same  or  lower  than 
among  men. 
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6th.  That  ia  local  organizations  their  interest  and  energy  in  increasing  the 
membersBip  and  in  social  questions  is  greater,  as  a  rule,  than  men. 

7th.  That  as  officers  of  local  organizations  they  are  uniformly  honest  and 
faithful. 

8th.  That  wherever  given  an  equal  opportunity  in  management,  they  have 
proven  their  business  talent  and  executive  ability. 

These  facts  having  been  demonstrated  by  years  of  experience  in  societies 
where  a  comparative  estimate  of  woman's  value  to  beneficiary  societies  could 
be  arrived  at,  it  is  not  surprising  that  within  the  last  ten  years  there  have  grown 
up  in  our  midst  several  important  societies  composed  of  women  alone,  either 
wholly  or  in  part  under  their  business  management.  It  is  in  this  class  of  soci- 
eties that  woman  has  accomplished  most,  for  it  is  here  she  has  had  full  scope  for 
the  exercise  of  her  powers  of  organization  and  business  effort. 

There  are  six  societies  of  this  class:  Royal  Neighbors,  auxiliary  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  ;  Degree  of  Honor,  auxiliary  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men ;  Woodmen  Circle,  auxiliary  to  the  Woodmen  of  thb  World  ;  Ladies*  Cath- 
olic Benevolent  Association  ;  and  the  Woman's  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters, 
working  independently;  and  the  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees,  auxiliary  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  All  of  these  societies  have  been  organized  since 
1889  and  1890  (with  the  exception  of  the  Degree  of  Honor,  in  which  the  first  cer- 
tificate to  a  woman  was  issued  about  1888,  but  the  greatest  increase  in  member- 
ship has  been  made  since  1889).  All  have  women  in  management ;  all  have 
state  and  national  conventions ;  two  have  the  privilege  of  admitting  men  to  hon- 
orary membership  in  the  local  body,  two  are  independent,  and  one,  the  Ladies 
of  the  Maccabees,  although  an  auxiliary  society,  is  composed  wholly  of  women, 
with  women  in  management  of  all  departments. 

The  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  has  recently  taken  steps  to  admit  women 
to  beneficial  membership,  but  I  am  advised  by  the  secretary  they  have  not 
been  organized  long  enough  to  supply  statistics  on  this  subject.  The  laws  under 
which  the  Companion  Courts  of  the  Foresters  are  organized  provide  that  they 
shall  be  composed  of  women,  who  transact  the  local  afifairs  of  the  society.  They 
have,  however,  no  representation  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  business  man- 
agement is  under  the  direction  of  that  body. 

The  six  societies  above  mentioned  have  accomplished  a  wonderful  work  since 
their  organization.  I  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  statistics  of  the 
Woodmen  Circle,  so  that  the  figures  given  are  exclusive  of  that  society.  In  the 
period  since  the  earliest  date  of  their  organization,  1889,  they  have  attained,  in- 
cluding social  members,  a  combined  membership  of  over  200,000,  or  more  than 
the  combined  membership  of  all  of  the  societies  composed  of  both  men  and 
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women  represented  in  this  Congress,  and  about  80,000  more  than  the  societies 
of  both  men  and  women,  not  a  part  of  this  Congress. 

In  the  organization  work  to  obtain  this  great  membership,  they  have  opened 
an  avenue  of  occupation  to  women,  and  hundreds  of  women  dependent  upon 
their  own  efforts  for  support  are  thus  furnished  means  of  self  respecting  occupa- 
tion in  a  field  which  in  its  literal  sense  is  woman's  work,  for  it  does  not  in  any 
way,  affect  the  occupations  of  men  or  their  wage-earning  capacity. 

The  beneficial  membership  alone  of  these  great  women^s  Orders  is  about 
170,000.  This  represents  in  outstanding  certificates  on  the  lives  of  women 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars.  The  number  of  local  organiza- 
tions through  which  this  vast  volume  of  business  flows  to  the  sute  or  national 
bodies  is  over  5,000,  and  the  amount  of  benefits  paid  to  the  beneficiaries  aggre- 
gates  the  immense  sum  of  nearly  two  and  one  half  millions  of  dollars. 

And  this  business  has  been  done  by  women  alone,  and  the  bulk  of  it  since  the 
meeting  of  the  Fraternal  Congress  of  1894,  which  first  introduced  women  to  its 
deliberations. 

The  immediate  results  upon  women  in  this  field  of  work  are  educational.  It 
educates  in  more  ways  than  one.  It  has  brought  women  of  different  social 
classes  in  contact,  has  developed  along  business  and  literary  lines,  and  in  a 
fraternal  way. 

Women  also  look  upon  themselves  from  a  different  physical  standpoint.  They 
know  now  what  constitutes  a  test  for  insurance,  and  endeavor  to  bring  them- 
selves up  to  the  standard.  A  lady  who  solicited  for  old  line  insurance  companies 
told  me  not  long  since  that  one  woman  told  her  she  thought  her  examination 
for  insurance  had  saved  her  from  taking  consumption.  When  asked  how  that 
could  be,  she  explained  that  in  the  medical  examination  she  found  her  chest  ex- 
pansion fell  below  the  correct  measure,  and  she  immediately  asked  the  physician 
what  treatment  to  follow,  and  succeeded  in  bringing  it  up  to  the  normal.  The 
examination  for  benefits  in  fraternal  beneficiary  societies  brings  to  their  attention 
many  facts  in  connection  with  physical  conditions  hitherto  unknown  to  them, 
and  one  of  the  great  lessons  taught  by  women  in  fraternal  beneficiary  societies 
is  the  necessity  for  a  higher  standard  of  physical  life. 

In  addition  to  this,  many  women's  societies  have  courses  of  hygienic  reading 
looking  toward  woman's  higher  physical  development,  drills  and  exercises  along 
the  lines  of  physical  culture,  which  gives  erectness  of  body  and  greater  grace  in 
carriage,  and  improves  the  general  health  conditions. 

It  can  be  truthfully  said  that  woman's  possibilities  in  the  field  of  frateroil 
beneficiary  societies  have  just  begun  to  open  to  her.     What  has  been  accom- 
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plished  in  a  period  of  only  eight  years  is  only  a  step  toward  what  can  be  done  In 
the  future  with  the  education  and  business  experience  which  she  is  receiving. 

There  is  still  an  immense  amount  ot  missionary  work  to  be  done  alone:  the 
lines  of  thorough  belief  in  life  protection  on  the  part  of  woman  and  the  happiness 
to  the  home  and  children  which  its  legitimate  use  can  bring.  There  is  still  a  vast 
field  for  educational  work  in  subordinate  organizations  in  business  habits  and 
training  for  business  life,  which  can  only  be  gained  by  time  and  the  practical 
experience,  which  time  alone  can  give.  Woman  still  needs  broadening  and 
liberalizing  in  her  social  views  that  class  distinctions,  which  years  of  custom  have 
erected)  may  be  broken  down;  that  the  common  brotherhood  of  man  and  sister- 
hood of  woman,  which  makes  all  mortals  kin,  may  be  fully  appreciated;  that  she 
may  be  able  to  judge  character  by  worth  and  to  discern  those  qualities  of  a  noble 
mind,  which  shine  forth  above  all  that  wealth  or  rank  or  social  position  can  give. 

There  is  still  room  for  development  along  the  lines  of  fraternity,  to  overcome 
the  friction  caused  by  business  contact  when  brought  together  to  discuss  these 
issues  in  a  public  way  for  the  first  time.  There  are  still  thousands  of  homes  to 
protect,  children  to  educate  by  the  means  the  mother  provides  in  life,  and  untold 
avenues  of  effort  in  times  of  sorrow  and  death  when  the  ministering  sisters  of 
our  societies  may  enter  with  bowed  heads  and  sympathetic  hearts  to  cheer,  and 
sustain  in  time  of  sickness,  trouble  and  woe.  All  of  these  and  more  women  are 
accomplishing  and  have  accomplished  in  the  field  of  fraternal  effort,  and  the 
broadening  of  this  field  of  work  in  increasing  membership  is  but  broadening  and 
developing  along  the  lines  of  education,  philanthropy,  fraternity  and  business 
ability,  which  are  among  woman's  greatest  achievements  in  fraternal  beneficiary 
societies. 

N.  B. — Since  reading  the  paper  on  *•  What  has  Woman  Accomplished  in  Fra- 
ternal Beneficiary  Societies,"  at  the  recent  session  of  the  National  Fraternal 
Congress,  Baltimore,  Md.,  the  writer  has  been  advised  of  the  following  facts 
in  connection  with  the  organization  of  the  United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross, 
by  W.  R.  Cooper,  S.  K.  of  R.,  which,  as  being  a  record  of  the  early  history  of 
women  in  fraternal  beneficiary  circles,  will  be  of  interest  in  this  connection : 

'*  The  Golden  Cross  was  the  first  secret  fraternal  Order  to  admit  ladies  to  full 
fellowship  and  equality  with  men,  giving  them  the  same  rights  and  privileges 
that  are  exercised  by  men.  The  first  Golden  Cross  Commandery  was  organized 
in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  on  or  about  May  9,  1876,  and  soon  thereafter  nine 
gentlemen  and  five  ladies  joined  in  an  application  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  for 
a  Charter  of  Incorporation ;  and  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1876,  at  two  o'clock 
p.  M.,  on  the  day,  and  at  the  hour  when  the  American  people  at  Philadelphia 
were  celebrating  the  Centennial  of  American  Independence,  these  incorporators 
assembled  in  the  city  of  Knoxville,  and  organized  *  The  Supreme  Commandery 
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United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross  of  the  World/  and  thus  began  business  as  a 
fraternal  beneficiary  society,  not  as  auxiliary,  side  degree,  adjunct,  nor  as  a 
separate  and  independent  woman's  society,  but  as  an  independent  Order,  accord- 
ing to  woman  full  equality  with  men  in  the  secret  or  fraternal  lodge  circle." 


DISCUSSION 

on  topic  ;   "What  has  Woman  Accomplished  in  Fraternal  Ben- 
efit Societies  ? " 

By  Mrs.  Lillian  M.  HoUister,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Mac- 
cabees : 

I  have  a  few  thoughts  I  would  like  to  present,  Mr.  President 
and  members  of  the  Congress.  I  have  listened  with  great  in- 
terest to  the  discussion  of  this  topic  of  "  What  has  Woman  Ac- 
complished in  Fraternal  Benefit  Societies  ?"  If  the  subject  had 
been  reversed  and  read  something  like  this  :  "What  has  Fra- 
ternal Life  Benefits  done  for  woman  ?*'  it  would  be  an  exhaust- 
less  theme.  The  lady  who  has  preceded  me  has  most  ably  cov- 
ered the  ground  and  presented  a  compilation  of  the  views  of 
the  larger  part  of  the  Congress  on  the  topic.  I  simply  desire, 
however,  to  emphasize  a  few  points  that  have  been  brought  out 
in  the  discussion. 

Women  have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  they  are  not  the 
weaker  side  of  humanity,  nor  the  physical  risks.  They  have 
given  to  the  world  a  new  definition  to  femininity.  In  the  time 
of  Richardson  and  his  contemporaries,  the  heroine  of  their  novels 
would  almost  invariably  swoon  or  faint  and  fall  into  the  arms 
of  their  lovers.  This  was  considered  feminine.  To-day  men 
are  not  looking  for  such  femininity,  but  are  looking  for  women 
with  strength  of  mind,  body  and  character,  combined  with 
womanly  instinct.  Balzac  set  the  keynote  when  he  said  in  his 
Comedy  Humane,  "In  the  Quest  of  the  Absolute,"  that  it  was 
only  the  shallow-minded  that  considered  that  "  where  the  pulse 
beats  steadily,  the  heart  was  cold." 

Organizations  which  have  formerly  been  composed  of  men 
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alone  are  now  admitting  women  as  life  benefit  members  in 
order  to  keep  down  their  percentage  of  death  rate,  from  the  fact 
that  women  live  longer  and  are  good  physical  risks.  Women 
have  succeeded  in  producing  an  arrest  of  thought  in  woman, 
inspiring  her  not  only  with  her  privileges,  but  her  duty  in  car- 
rying life  protection  for  her  family  and  children,  until  to-day  . 
they  can  number  their  membership  by  the  thousands. 

After  having  secured  this  large  membership,  they  have  not 
been  at  a  loss  as  to  how  to  conduct  the  business  interests  of  so 
great  a  concern.  Woman  has  not  been  entirely  devoid  of  op- 
portunities for  developing  her  business  abilities,  even  in  the 
past,  as  the  housewife  must  necessarily  do  this.  If  the  house- 
wife has  managed  well  the  affairs  of  the  household  by  taking 
the  wage  turned  over  to  her  each  week,  and  has  cared  for  the 
family,  looking  after  the  fuel,  rent,  food,  clothing,  etc.,  this  fact 
must  necessarily  develop  women  along  business  lines.  In  these 
business  organizations  she  has  had  opened  up  before  her  a 
broader  field. 

There  has  been  one  great  drawback  in  the  past  in  managing 
the  business  of  the  home ;  the  fact  that  she  has  received  no  re- 
muneration for  this.  In  fact,  in  some  of  the  States  she  does  not 
even  own  her  own  clothes.  I  heard  a  woman  say  a  few  days 
ago  that  since  she  had  found  in  her  State  that  she  did  not  own 
her  own  clothes,  she  would  be  very  careful  in  investing  in  such 
articles.  She  was  about  to  purchase  a  new  cloak,  but  she  said 
she  would  use  the  money  in  some  other  direction,  so  that  she 
might  be  the  possessor  in  ownership  at  least  of  a  small  pittance 
for  salary. 

Objection  has  been  made  to  women  taking  broader  fields, 
claiming  that  they  are  usurping  the  positions  of  men.  The 
student  of  history  will  recognize  the  fact  that  men,  in  the  devel- 
opment of  advanced  civilization,  have  taken  the  places  of 
women.  As  civilization  has  advanced,  sociological  conditions 
have  changed,  noticeably  in  the  less  frequent  wars  now  than  in 
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the  olden  times.  In  the  past,  the  occupations  of  the  men  were 
as  warriors,  and  the  women  had  to  look  after  the  commercial 
and  business  life  of  the  country.  Under  our  present  civiliza- 
tion, the  men  have  taken  the  places  of  the  women,  and  are  now 
looking  after  the  commercial  interests  ;  and  as  they  have  taken 
their  positions,  they  have  also  adopted  their  method  of  dress, 
for  convenience,  as  the  time  was  when  the  women  wore  the 
pantaloons  and  the  men  the  robes.  This  is  almost  forgotten, 
except  by  an  occasional  woman  who  has  gone  back  to  our  orig- 
inal dress  for  convenience  in  horseback  riding,  cycling  or  moun- 
tain climbing.  When  the  first  gun  was  fired  on  Fort  Sumter 
a  change  again  came  to  women.  They  had  to  go  back  to  their 
old  occupation  of  looking  after  the  sociological  and  commercial 
conditions  of  the  commonwealth. 

Woman  has  developed  a  spirit  of  fraternity,  of  woman  for 
woman,  through  the  life  benefit  societies,  until  to-day  in  all 
the  select  literary  clubs  a  woman  who  has  a  bright  mind  can  be 
accepted  into  membership  even  though  she  has  not  a  position 
of  affluence,  demonstrating  the  fact  that  her  sharpened  intellect 
is  more  valuable  than  either  social  position  or  wealth.  We  have 
also  developed  a  sympathy  for  those  who  have  been  less  favored 
and  have  not  had  the  means  or  time  to  store  their  minds,  and 
offered  them  a  place  side  by  side  with  the  woman  who  has  had 
advantages. 

I  heard  a  preacher  say  a  few  days  ago  that  he  must  give  the 
Christian  Scientists  credit  for  increasing  a  desire  with  Christians 
to  study  the  Bible.  In  our  dealing  with  the  Home  Protection 
idea  of  the  life  benefit  societies  with  the  many  environments 
that  have  arisen,  it  has  sent  some  of  us  to  the  study  not  only  of 
the  law,  but  to  the  practice  of  the  law  itself.  By  a  study  of  the 
laws  of  the  domestic  relations  with  their  comparative  relations 
to  each  other  in  the  various  States,  we  have  found  that  they 
were  as  varied  as  the  States,  both  in  regard  to  domestic  rela- 
tions, marriage  and  divorce.  We  began  to  think  along  these 
lines    and    are    trying    to    crystallize    our    thought    through 
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various  women's  organizations,  trying  to  have  a  uniformity  be- 
tween the  laws  governing  domestic  relations,  marriage  and  di- 
vorce. 

We  have  found  in  many  instances  that  women  are  practically 
tied  in  regard  to  their  relationship  in  business  life,  as  many  of 
our  women  cannot  act  as  a  legal  bondsman  for  finance  keeper. 
Biackstone  states,  in  his  "Commentary  on  the  Rights  of  Per- 
sons," that  "  the  disability  in  England  under  which  married 
women  lie  is  for  the  most  part  intended  for  her  good."  I  have 
been  trying  to  interpret  his  meaning  of  this  phrase,  as  to 
whether  he  thought  women  needed  the  discipline  of  restraint  or 
whether  a  mistake  had  been  made  in  forming  the  statutes. 

Woman  has  advanced  step  by  step  until  she  has  gained  her 
present  position.  She  did  not,  however,  gain  this  as  that 
character  '*  Zagloba  "  in  the  first  act  of  Sienkewicz's  "Trilby," 
as  he  was  a  cowardly  warrior,  whose  horse  you  will  remember 
became  exhausted,  and  when  the  Cossack  army  went  flying 
past  him  the  banner  of  the  color-bearer  wound  itself  firmly 
about  his  head,  the  staff  fixing  itself  in  the  ground  made  him  a 
prisoner  for  the  time  being.  The  army  went  on,  not  realizing 
what  had  been  done,  and  the  poor  man,  frightened  almost  to 
death,  finally  fought  his  way  out  from  under  the  banner  and 
found  he  was  really  in  possession  of  the  Cossack  flag.  He  then 
went  up  to  Prince  Yeremie  and  presented  the  banner,  and 
Yeremie  rewarded  him  for  wonderful  bravery  in  having  cap- 
tured the  flag.  We  do  not  desire  to  gain  honors  in  this  way. 
We  are  told  that  Balzac,  in  his  seamy  side  of  history,  says 
*'  that  life  in  this  world  is  like  the  earth,  that  it  yields  only  in 
proportion  to  our  labors."  Women  in  fraternal  benefit  socie- 
ties have  produced  an  inquiry  as  to  whether  fraternal  benefit 
societies  were  social  institutions,  and  through  this  medium,  at 
the  last  National  Council  recently  held  in  Omaha,  took  under 
discussion  the  sociological  advantages  of  fraternal  benefit  soci- 
eties, which  discussion  was  sent  out  all  over  this  country 
through  the  Associated  Press.      We,  as  women,   believe   that 
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fraternal   life  benefit  societies  are  social  institutions,  and  are 
trying  to  educate  the  people  along  this  line. 

By  Mrs.  Ginevra  L  Miller,  Degree  of  Honor,  A.  O.  U.  W.: 

I  have  not  a  paper  for  this  occasion.  As  you  all  know  I  come 
before  you  for  the  first  time.  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  usages 
and  customs  and  practices  of  this  National  Fraternal  Congress.  I 
came  with  great- temerity  and  with  many  misgivings*  which  per- 
haps I  can  better  illustrate  by  a  little  incident  which  occurred 
in  my  own  home  a  few  days  ago.  An  aunt  came  to  visit  me, 
whose  home  is  in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  while  speaking  of  the 
National  Fraternal  Congress,  the  mental  calibre  of  the  gentle- 
men represented  here  and  the  possibility  of  the  representative 
of  the  Degree  of  Honor  having  to  perform  some  duty  in  the 
Congress,  I  said,  *'Aunt  Jennie,  coming  from  the  home  of 
democratic  eloquence  as  you  do,  can't  you  give  me  some  sug- 
gestions by  which  I  can  command  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  ?  **  She  looked  at  me 
a  moment  with  an  expression  of  pity  and  compassion  depicted 
upon  her  face,  and  said,  '*  No,  you  can't  hope  to  command  the 
attention  of  those  gentlemen.  If  they  maintain  a  respectful 
silence,  you  may  consider  yourself  highly  honored.  The  time 
has  not  yet  come  for  the  voice  of  woman  to  be  heard  with 
effect  in  any  congress  composed  largely  of  men."  With  this 
expression  ringing  in  my  ears  the  last  few  days,  which  has  been 
a  valuable  lesson  to  me,  because  prior  to  that  my  thought  had 
been  along  the  lines  of  woman's  development  and  advancement, 
which  was  so  fittingly  expressed  by  Max  O'Rell  in  his  lecture  at 
Topeka,  wherein  he  said,  *'  Should  the  theory  of  transmigration  of 
souls  prove  correct,  and  it  shall  be  my  misfortune  to  be  returned 
to  earth  a  woman,  I  pray  God  I  may  be  an  American  and  born 
in  the  State  of  Kansas,  because  nowhere  on  earth  is  a  woman 
so  highly  honored  as  in  America,  and  nowhere  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  has  she  such  rights  as  are  granted  to  her  in  the 
State  of  Kansas."  I  came  here  ignorant  of  the  status  of  women 
in  this  Congress,  and  am  wholly  unprepared    to  discuss  this 
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question,  because  I  know  Miss  West,  while  she  is  much  younger 
in  years  than  myself,  has  had  a  larger  experience  in  fraternal 
work,  and  is  one  whom  we  all  honor  and  respect,  and  one  whom 
I  learned  to  love  before  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  her.  In 
attending  the  deliberations  of  this  Congress  yesterday  and  to- 
day in  its  various  sections,  two  or  three  thoughts  have  come  to 
me,  that  perhaps  you  will  bear  with  me  while  I  mention  them. 
One  occurred  this  morning,  when  the  speaker  said,  '*  What  are 
these  beneficiary  societies  to  do  to  control  legislation  in  our 
assemblies  in  the  State  afid  National  Congress?"  What  way 
can  we  pursue  that  will  control  legislation  ?  Here  is  a  work 
for  woman  to  do.  We  know  that  when  men  have  their  interests 
centered  in  the  home,  they  are  going  to  legislate  along  the  lines 
that  will  protect  that  home.  A  few  years  ago  I  entered  the 
State  Legislature  of  Missouri.  I  found  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  one- 
third  of  the  Representatives  in  the  House  were  members  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  all  the  legislation  re- 
lating to  social  matters  received  from  them  profound  considera. 
tion.  The  protection  of  the  home  was  their  first  thought. 
Where  do  our  laws  originate  ?  We  are  told  by  those  in  high 
legal  authority  that  they  originate  in  rural  neighborhoods  first; 
in  the  small  country  gatherings,  and  later  on  in  the  larger 
assemblies,  and  finally  they  come  to  the  legislative  halls  and 
are  formulated  into  laws.  Fundamentally,  they  originate  in  the 
home.  We  know  that  the  French  Revolution  originated  in  the 
salons  of  Paris  ;  that  nearly  all  the  legislation  which  comes  be- 
fore our  legislative  bodies  originates  in  the  home  circles  of  its 
people,  and  the  larger  factor  in  forming  these  opinions  is  the 
mother,  the  wife,  the  daughter  and  the  sister.  In  proof  of  this, 
let  me  tell  you  a  little  incident  which  occurred  in  Illinois  during 
the  Lincoln  and  Douglas  campaign.  There  lived  in  Southern 
Illinois  a  man  and  wife  who  had  seven  sons  ;  the  youngest  was 
just  attaining  his  majority,  and  for  the  first  time  would  cast  his 
ballot.  Much  discussion  had  existed  between  the  father  and 
mother  as  to  the  rights  of  each,  and  when  election  came  the 
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father  got  in  the  wagon  with  his  seven  sons  and  said,  "  Good- 
bye, mother,  this  is  one  time  you  can't  wear  the  breeches."  She 
replied,  *'  I  can  well  afford  to  be  silent,  because  I  will  cast  seven 
votes  while  you  will  cast  but  one,  as  every  one  of  my  boys  will 
vote  the  Republican  ticket  while  you  vote  the  Democratic 
ticket." 

Miss  West  has  covered  the  subject  under  discussion  so  thor- 
oughly, that  it  has  compelled  me  to  enlarge  somewhat  the  scope 
of  the  text.  She  spoke  of  the  education  of  woman  along  frater- 
nal lines.  If  law  is  made  fundamentally  in  the  home,  and 
woman  has  a  controlling  influence  over  man,  as  she  does,  it  is 
very  well  to  say,  as  some  have  said,  that  in  the  history  of  the 
human  race  woman  has  ever  been  the  silent  promoter  of  all  the 
achievements  of  man.  She  has  cheered  him  in  the  dark  hours  of 
misfortune  and  disappointment.  The  higher  and  lofty  senti- 
ments in  her  nature  have  pointed  the  way  to  higher  things. 
Her  quick  intuition  has  been  a  guiding  light  to  the  plodding 
tread  of  his  reflective  reason.  All  those  things  are  very  fine, 
but  let  me  tell  you  it  is  this  same  reflective  reason  that  formu- 
lates the  plans  and  executes  them,  and  organizes  the  institutions 
that  control  and  govern  the  country,  and  provide  the  protection 
for  the  home  and  cares  for  the  wife  and  little  ones. 

It  should  be  the  effort  of  every  mother  to  so  educate  her  sons 
that  they  may  work  along  the  lines  that  will  elevate  manhood 
and  womanhood,  and  make  this  republic  stronger  and  better. 

There  is  a  cause  for  beneficiary  societies,  and  one  of  the 
causes  resulted  from  our  late  civil  war.  Up  to  that  time  we 
had  no  beneficiary  society  in  America,  but  the  statistics  of  that 
war  show  that  one  million  of  our  best  men  were  slain.  In  one 
million  homes  of  our  country  the  women  had  to  go  out  and 
earn  their  own  living,  and  when  beneficiary  protection  was  orig- 
inated by  Father  Upchurch,  it  was  because  he  found  a  necessity 
for  it.  There  is  still  another  war  waging  against  humanity,  es- 
pecially against  mankind^  and  you  will  pardon  me  if  I  mention 
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it.  The  statistics  show  that  60,000  of  our  young  men  die  annu- 
ally from  intemperance,  and  in  the  thirty-three  years  since  the 
civil  war,  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  have  fallen  victims 
to  intemperance.  Take  that  in  addition  to  the  losses  of  the 
civil  war,  and  you  have  two  million  six  hundred  thousand 
women  who  have  been  deprived  of  their  natural  protectors  and 
had  to  go  out  and  fight  the  battle  of  life  alone.  This  is  one 
reason  why  women  have  come  to  the  front  in  business  pursuits, 
and  have  been  teaching  their  daughters  along  business  lines. 
It  is  a  necessity.  There  is  not  one  per  cent,  of  the  women  en- 
gaged in  business  avocations  to-day  who  would  not  exchange 
their  places  for  the  comforts  of  home  and  environments  of  do- 
mestic life.  They  are  only  working  from  necessity.  The  same 
old  story  of  Eden  is  as  true  to-day  as  it  was  thousands  of  years 
ago.  She  loves  to  be  protected  and  cared  for,  and  we  love  to 
know  that  there  is  a  strong  arm  between  us  and  the  world  and 
its  cold  and  cruel  mercies,  to  which  we  have  to  appeal  when 
our  natural  protector  is  taken  from  us. 

All  these  things  have  caused  us  to  work  along  fraternal  lines 
to  protect  our  homes. 

I  prefer  to  consider  the  work  in  fraternal  circles  collectively. 
It  is  for  man  to  attend  to  the  business  of  all  sorts  in  fraternal 
work,  and  woman  to  attend  to  the  social  features.  That  will 
make  the  Order  attractive  to  the  young  and  draw  them  into  our 
societies,  because  we  know  that  the  young  do  not  appreciate 
the  necessity  of  life  protection  for  their  families.  They  expect 
to  live  a  long  time ;  they  expect  to  be  able  to  provide  for  their 
families  for  a  long  time  to  come,  and  the  oqly  way  we  can  in- 
duce them  to  come  into  our  societies  is  through  the  social  at- 
tractions we  can  provide  for  them. 

Another  lesson  the  ladies  have  learned  in  beneficiary  societies 
is  this  :  all  the  years  of  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  our  husbands 
does  not  yield  them  any  compensation  except  the  social  enjoy- 
ment they  receive  at  the  gatherings  we  provide  for  them  in  our 

10 


Digitized  by 


Google 


290  TWELFTH   ANNUAL  SESSION, 

lodge  rooms.  Here  comes  in  the  usefulness  of  the  ladies'  or- 
ganization and  the  fraternal  home  she  has  instituted.  It  pro- 
vides a  place  where  all  may  come  and  feel  that  each  is  welcome; 
where  we  can  work  together  along  the  lines  of  common  interest 
to  ail,  and  where  we  will  learn  the  broad  lessons  of  fraternity^ 
one  and  all,  and  remove  the  sharp  tongue  of  criticism.  These 
are  some  of  the  duties  of  fraternity.  From  these  beneficiary 
societies,  both  male  and  female,  and  collectively,  as  represented 
in  this  National  Fraternal  Congress,  we  are  learning  the  broad 
lesson  of  fraternity,  which  is  expressed  so  beautifully  by  Miss 
Wilcox,  who  says  : 

"  There  is  an  unseen  cord  which  binds 

The  whole  wide  world  together ; 
Through  every  human  life  it  winds, 

This  one  mysterious  tether. 

There  are  no  separate  lives.     This  chain, 

Too  subtle  for  our  seeing, 
Unites  us  all  upon  the  plane 

Of  universal  being." 

By  Mrs.  Frances  Burns,  Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Macca- 
bees : 

I  was  not  called  upon  to  discuss  this  paper,  and  I  shall  claim 
your  attention  for  but  one  instant.  My  sisters  who  have  pre- 
ceded me  on  this  subject  have  taken  up  every  point  and  treated 
it  exhaustively  except  one,  and  I  cannot  let  that  one  pass.  My 
experience  in  that  direction  has  not  been  so  marked  as  that  of 
my  sister  who  spoke  before  me,  and  I  want  to  say  that  it  is  the 
conviction  of  this  one  woman  that  women  have  accomplished 
so  much  for  this  one  reason  ;  they  have  accomplished  what  they 
have  in  fraternal  work  and  in  other  woman's  work,  because  they 
have  had  the  assistance  of  the  grandest  men  the  world  knows. 
We  cannot  find  anywhere  men  of  such  fraternity,  men  of  such 
ability,  who  have  said  to  their  sisters,  their  wives  and  their 
mothers,  "Step  up  beside  us,"  as  these  American  men  of  ours, 
and  I  wish  to  pay  them  that  tribute. 
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IS  IT  POSSIBLE  TO  MAINTAIN  A  RATIO  BETWEEN  THE  AD- 
VANCING AGE  OF  MEMBERS  AND  AN  INFUSION  OF  YOUNGER 
LIVES  THAT  SHALL  PRACTICALLY  CONTROL  Trft  MORTUARY 
RATE? 

BY  W.  O.    ROBSON,   SUPREME  SECRETARY,   ROYAL  ARCANUM. 

To  provide  protection  for  its  membeis,  without  accumulation  for  profit  to  the 
society,  and  without  dividends  or  reversionary  values  to  the  individual — in  other 
words,  protection  at  cost — is  the  problem  underlying  the  business  features  of  the 
modern  fraternal  beneficiary  association.  Societies  may  differ  in  details,  as  to 
their  plans  and  methods,  but  the  object  which  all  seek  to  accomplish  is  to  furnish 
protection  at  cost. 

Co-operation  being  the  chief  cornerstone  of  the  fraternal  structure,  it  follows, 
as  a  consequence,  that  each  one  who  desires  to  participate  in  this  protection  must 
contribute  his  share  of  the  annual  cost.  In  determining  such  cost,  the  certainty 
of  death  at  some  time,  the  possibility  of  death  at  any  time,  and  the  probability 
of  life  to  the  period  of  expectancy,  are  factors  of  equal  importance  ;  and  experi- 
ence has  determined  that  the  age  of  the  individual,  at  the  time  of  entering  the 
society,  is  the  centre  around  which  ail  considerations  of  cost  revolve.  As  the 
individual  advances  in  age,  his  period  of  expectancy  decreases,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  his  death  at  any  time  increases.  Consequently,  his  contribution  to  the 
annual  cost  of  the  protection  provided  by  the  society  should  be  larger  in  propor- 
tion as  his  probability  of  long  life  diminishes,  and  his  possibility  of  death  at  any 
time  increases. 

These  natural  laws  operate  with  the  same  result  upon  a  group  of  individuals 
organized  into  a  society,  and  the  only  difference  is  that  the  '*  thousand  "  becomes 
the  unit,  instead  of  the  individual.  Hence  when  we  use  the  term  "  death  rate 
per  thousand"  instead  of  *' possibility  of  death'*  when  speaking  of  the  individ- 
ual, and  as  the  death  rate  fluctuates  from  year  to  year,  it  is  generally  computed 
for  a  term  of  years,  the  result  being  what  is  termed  the  **  law  of  average." 

As  the  individual  advances  in  age,  and  the  probability  of  death  increases,  so 
with  the  society.  Starting  with  a  group  of  80,000,  aged  between  21  and  50,  the 
annual  death  rate  would  naturally  be  lower  than  in  another  of  equal  number, 
selected  under  the  same  conditions,  and  starting  at  the  same  time,  aged  between 
41  and  70.  In  the  first  society  the  average  age  would  be  about  35.5  years  ;  in 
the  second,  about  50.8.  As  the  individuals  grow  older,  the  average  age  must 
follow  the  same  law. 

But  in  the  society  we  have  one  factor  operating  upon  the  average  age,  which 
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does  not  apply  to  the  Individual,  and  that  is  an  offset  to  the  continually  advanc- 
ing average  age.  All  who  die  or  lapse  above  the  average  age,  and  all  admissions 
under  the  average  age,  have  the  effect  of  an  offset  to  the  increase  of  the  average 
age.  All  who  die  or  lapse  below  the  average  age  have  the  effect  of  increasing^ 
the  average.  This  has  been  clearly  shown  by  the  experience  of  one  society,  and 
I  give  herewith  a  compilation  of  that  experience  for  a  series  of  years  : 
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This  experience  was  wrought  out  without  special  thought  by  the  officers  of  the 
society,  upon  the  subject  of  controlling  the  mortuary  rate  by  keeping  down  the 
arerage  age.  If  such  special  efifort  had  been  made*  how  far  it  would  have  suc- 
ceeded in  controlling  the  mortuary  rate  can  only  be  imagined. 

But  the  question  naturally  arose,  could  the  arerage  age  have  been  prevented 
from  advancing?  To  answer  the  question,  another  compilation  was  made, 
leaving  out  the  factors  of  death  and  lapse,  and  considering  only  the  admissions 
as  an  ofifset  to  the  yearly  advancing  average  age.     I  give  it  herewith  : 


AN  ACTUAL  EXPERIENCE. 

WITHOUT  TAKING  INTO  ACCOUNT  THE  FLUCTUATIONS   BY   DEATHS  AND  LAPSES. 

First, 

Membership  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 86,922 

The  average  age  was 89.541 

Average  age  of  all  admissions  was 88.722 

A  difference  per  member  of 5.819 

To  offset  advancing  age,  it  should  have  admitted 14,987 

Or  a  percentage  to  existing  members  of 17. 19 

It  did  admit,  reinstatements  included 18,484 

A  difference  of 1,508 

Had  it  gained  1,503  more  members  at  an  average  age  of 88.722 

Its  total  members  in  good  standing  and  admitted  would  have  been. ...  101,859 

And  its  total  ages 4,027,663,166 

Or  an  average  of 89,541 

Exactly  U^e  same  as  at  end  of  previous  year. Death  rate 8109 


Second. 

Membership  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 97,945 

The  average  age  was 39.626 

Average  age  of  all  admissions  was 38.727 

A  difference  per  member  of 5.899 

To  offset  advancing  age,  it  should  have  admitted 16,608 

Or  a  percentage  to  existing  members  of 16.95 

It  did  admit,  reinstatements  included 16,767 

A  difference  in  excess  of  number  required  of 164 
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Had  it  gained  164  Uss  members  at  an  average  age  of 83.727 

Its  total  members  in  good  standing  and  admitted  would  have  been 114.548 

And  its  total  ages 4,589,114.773 

Or  an  average  of 89.626 

Exactly  the  same  as  at  end  of  previous  year. Death  rate 8.80 


Third 

Membership  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 111,425 

The  average  age  was 89.618 

Average  age  of  all  admissions  was 88.402 

A  difference  per  member  of 6.216 

To  offset  advancing  age,  it  should  have  admitted 17,925 

Or  a  percentage  to  existing  members  of 16.08 

It  did  admit,  including  reinstatements 17,804 

A  difference  of 621 

Had  it  gained  621  more  members  at  an  average  age  of 88.402 

Its  total  membei-s  in  good  standing  and  admitted  would  have  been. . . .  129,360 

And  its  totol  ages 5,124,686.642 

Or  an  average  of 89.618 

Exactly  the  same  as  at  end  of  previous  year Death  rate 9.02 


Fourth. 

Membership  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 124,876 

The"  average  age  was 89.642 

Average  age  of  all  admissions  was  88.874 

A  difference  per  member  of 6.268 

To  offset  advancing  age,  it  should  have  admitted 19.922 

Or  a  percentage  to  existing  members  of 15.95 

It  did  admit,  including  reinstatements 16,691 

A  difference  of 8,281 

Had  it  gained  3.281  more  members  at  an  average  age  of 33  374 

Its  total  members  in  good  standing  and  admitted  would  have  been  . .  144,798 

And  its  total  ages 5,740,183.894 

Or  an  average  of 89.642 

Exactly  the  same  as  at  end  of  previous  year. —Death  rate 8.82 
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Fifth. 

Membership  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 137,168 

The  average  age  was 89.784 

Average  age  of  all  admissions  was 83.284 

A  difference  per  member  of 6.550 

To  offset  advancing  age,  it  should  have  admitted 20,944 

Or  a  percentage  to  existing  members  of 15  26 

It  admitted,  including  reinstatements 15,901 

A  difference  of 5,048 

Membership  at  close  of  1893 148,224 

Had  it  gained  5,048  more  members  at  an  average  age  of 88.234 

Its  total  members  in  good  standing  and  admitted  would  have  been. . . .  158,127 

And  its  total  ages 6,290,968.062 

Or  an  average  of 89.784 

Exactly  the  same  as  at  end  of  previous  year. Death  rate.    ...  9.11 


.  Sixth. 

Membership  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 148,224 

The  average  age  was 89.996 

Average  age  of  all  admissions  was 88.268 

A  difference  per  member  of 6.728 

To  offset  advancing  age,  it  should  have  admitted 22,030 

Or  a  percentage  to  existing  members  of 14.863 

It  admitted,  including  reinsutements 16,975 

A  difference  of 5,055 

Membership  at  close  of  1894 169,807 

Had  it  gained  5,055  more  members  at  an  average  of 88.268 

Its  total  members  in  good  standing  and  admitted  would  have  been 170,254 

And  its  total  ages 6,809,485.144 

Or  an  average  of 39.996 

Exactly  the  same  as  at  end  of  previous  year. Death  rate 8.74 

Seventh. 

Membership  at  beginning  of  the  year 159,807 

The  average  age  was 40.229 

Average  age  of  all  admissions  was  (reinstatements  included) 33.153 

A  difference  per  member  of 7.076 
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To  offset  advancing  age,  it  should  have  admitted.   22,518 

Or  a  percentage  to  existing  members  of 14.1S2 

It  admitted,  including  reinstatements 20,454 

A  difference  of 2.059 

Membership  at  close  of  1895 174,066 

Had  it  gained  2,059  more  members  at  an  average  age  of 33.158 

Its  total  members  in  good  standing  and  admitted  would  have  been  . . .  181,820 

And  its  total  ages 7,314,441 

Or  an  average  of 40,229 

Exactly  the  same  as  at  end  of  previous  year. Death  rate 9.19 

Eighth. 

Membership  at  beginning  of  the  year 174,060 

The  average  age  was       40.326 

Average  age  of  all  admissions  (reinstatements  included) 83.252 

A  difference  per  member  of 7.076 

To  offset  advancing  age,  it  should  have  admitted 24,599 

Or  a  percentage  to  existing  members  of 14.132 

It  admitted,  including  reinstatements 22,452 

A  difference  of 2,147 

Membership  at  close  of  year 190,261 

Had  it  gained  2,147  more  members  at  an  average  age  of 38.252 

Its  total  members  in  good  standing  and  admitted  would  have  been. . . .  198,659 

And  its  total  ages 8,011.515 

Or  an  average  of 40.828 

Exactly  the  same  as  at  end  of  previous  year. Death  rate 9.45 


Ninth. 

Membership  at  beginning  of  year 190«261 

The  average  age  was 40.416 

Average  age  of  all  admissions  (reinstatements  included)   88.452 

A  difference  per  member  of 6.964 

To  offset  advancing  age,  it  should  have  admitted 27,819 

Or  a  percentage  to  existing  membership  of 14.859 

It  admitted,  including  reinstatements 18,299 

Adifferenceof 14,020 

Membership  at  close  of  year 195,105 
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Had  it  admitted  14,020  more  members  at  an  average  age  of 88.452 

Its  total  members  in  good  sunding  aod  admitted  would  have  been. . . .     217«580 

And  its  total  ages 8,798,751 

Or  an  average  of 40.41C 

Exactly  the  same  as  at  end  of  previous  year. Death  rate 9.48 

To  accomplish  a  purpose,  one  must  have  a  moderate  control  of  the  condi- 
tions. Almost  anything  can  be  done  if  one  has  control  of  the  powers  necessary 
to  remove  all  obstacles  which  beset  his  pathway.  In  the  above  ubles  is  an  ex- 
ample of  results  obtained  without  control  of  the  conditions,  and  no  special  effort 
made  to  control  them.  I  now  come  to  what  may  be  done  if  the  conditions  are 
within  one's  control 

Suppose  a  society  had  been  organized  thirty  years,  with  the  ages  of  members 
ranging  from  21  to  80,  and  there  are  1,000  at  each  age,  making  60,000  in  all. 
The  average  age  is  50.5  years.  There  has  been  a  sufficient  lapse  of  time  for  the 
law  of  average  to  operate.  No  new  members  above  50  are  to  be  admitted  ; 
consequently,  each  admission  offsets  the  advance  in  average  age.  Each  death 
above  50  decreases  the  average.  As  the  lapses  are  so  unceruin,  and  cannot  be 
estimated  accurately,  we  will  exclude  them  from  the  calculation.  Inasmuch  as 
the  Actuaries'  Table  of  Mortality  has  been  pronounced,  by  standard  authority, 
to  be  '*  well  graduated  and  very  reliable  for  life  insurance  companies,''  we  will 
take  that  as  the  standard  of  mortality  ;  and  as  it  is  known  to  be  much  higher 
than  the  experience  of  any  progressive  insurance  organization  now  in  successful 
operation,  we  will  dispense  with  the  fractions  and  take  only  the  whole  numbers  ; 
instead  of  uking  7.87  per  1,000  for  age  21,  we  will  say  7,  and  so  on  for  each  age. 
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DEATHS 

At.  A<e 

. 

Exposed. 

Suryivors 
End  of 
Year. 

Age« 

No. 

Average 

Rate 

Deaths. 

Age. 

per  1,000. 

21 

to  80 

1988 

65.97 

88.18 

60.45 

81 

••  81 

2006 

66.38 

83.48 

60  89 

21 

•'  82 

2008 

66.69 

88.47 

50.81 

21 

•*  88 

2006 

66.97 

88.48 

50.28 

21 

*'  84 

1997 

67.09 

83.28 

50.14 

21 

••  85 

1984 

67.24 

33.06 

50.06 

21 

••  86 

1968 

67.27 

82.80 

49.99 

21 

•*  87 

1942 

67.24 

82.37 

49.98 

21 

•*  88 

1914 

67.16 

81.90 

49.89 

21 

•'  89 

1891 

67.01 

81.52 

49.86 

21 

"  90 

1854 

66.89 

30.90 

49.86 

21 

''  91 

1823 

66.62 

80.88 

49.89 

21 

*  92 

1794 

66.a5 

29.90 

49.93 

21 

••  98 

1764 

66.02 

29.40 

50.01 

21 

••  94 

1784 

65.53 

28.90 

50.11 

21 

**  65 

1716 

65.32 

28.60 

50.28 

21 

••  96 

1691 

64.93 

28.18 

50.37 

21 

•*  97 

1677 

64.64 

27.95 

50.58 

21 

*•  98 

1662 

64.33 

27.70 

50.70 

21 

*•  98 

1650 

64.10 

27.60 

60.89 

21 

••  98 

1655 

63.91 

27.58 

51.07 

21 

**  98 

1654 

63.79 

27.63 

51.27 

21 

'•  97 

1659 

63.70 

27.65 

51.46 

21 

"  97 

1662 

63  65 

27.70 

61.65 

21 

**  97 

1668 

63.61 

27.80 

51.84 

21 

**  97 

1682 

63.52 

28.08 

62.08 

21 

••  97 

1698 

63.55 

28.22 

52.21 

21 

'*  97 

1712 

63.60 

28.53 

62.88 

21 

*•  97 

1724 

63.64 

28.74 

62.54 

21 

*'  97 

1743 

63.74 

29.05 

52.69 

21 

•'  97 

1767 

68.84 

29.45 

52.88 

21 

••  97 

1783 

63.96 

29.72 

62.95 

21 

**  97 

1801 

64.15 

80  02 

53.06 

21 

**  97 

1825 

64.35 

80.42 

58.16 

21 

•'  97 

1844 

64.49 

80.78 

58^.24 

21 

••  97 

1869 

64.63 

31.15 

58.30 

21 

-  96 

1885 

64.80 

31.42 

58.85 

21 

*•  96 

1905 

64.98 

81.75 

53.88 

21 

*'  96 

1927 

65.14 

32.12 

58.40 

21 

**  96 

1938 

65.32 

82.80 

53.40 

21 

•'  96 

1954 

65.51 

32.57 

58.39 

21 

**  96 

1966 

65.67 

32.77 

63.37 

21 

•'  96 

1977 

65  83 

82.95 

58.84 

21 

•*  96 

1988 

65.97 

83.13 

53.29 

21 

"  96 

1999 

66.04 

33.82 

58.24 

21 

"  96 

2007 

66.20 

33.45 

53.18 

21 

"  96 

2009 

66.29 

33.48 

68.12 

21 

-  96 

2016 

66.38 

33  60 

5.S.05 

21 

•*  96 

2015 

65.45 

33.58 

62.97 

21 

-  96 

2013 

66.55 

33.55 

52.90 

At.  Aft 

AdmisBooi 
81  to  SO. 


Isl  Year 

2d  •• 

8d  "  , 

4lh  '*  , 

5th  '• 

6ih  •* 

7th  *' 

8th  *• 

9th  '*  , 

lOth  *• 

:ith  ** 

12ih.  '* 

18th  •' 

14th  •• 

15th  •* 

16th  •'  . 

17th  •• 

18th  '*  , 

19th  "  . 

20th  •*  . 

2l8t  " 

22d  ••  . 

28d  •»  . 

24th  *' 

25th  **  . 

26ih  **  . 

27th  **  . 

28th  *'  . 

29ih  ••  . 

80th  *'  . 

8l8t  "  . 

82d  '*  . 

33d  *'  . 

84ih  *•  , 

35th  **  . 

86th  •'  . 

87ih  *'  . 

38th  '*  . 

89ih  •*  , 

40th  **  . 

4l8t  *•  . 

42d  •*  . 

48d  ••  . 

44ih  " 

45th  **  , 

46th  " 

47th  **  . 

48th  ••  , 

49ih  •'  . 

50th  *•  , 


85.49 
85.52 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.51 
a'(.50 
85.60 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.49 
85.49 
85.50 
86.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.60 
85.50 
85.51 
85.51 
85.50 
85.50 
85.51 
35.50 
85.51 
35.51 
35.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.50 
85.49 
85.50 
85.50 
85.51 
85.51 
85  50 
35.50 
85.50 
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It  can  be  readily  seen  that  the  group  of  60,000  at  the  start  was  as  unfavorable 
as  could  be  for  comparison  with  an  actual  experience  in  a  modern  fraternal 
society  of  like  membership,  on  account  of  the  large  number  between  50  and  80  ; 
and  starting  with  a  death  rate  of  88.18  per  1,000.  Yet  the  simple  admission  of 
a  number  between  21  and  50,  equal  to  the  annual  decrement  by  death,  has  in  20 
years  reduced  the  death  rate  to  27.50,  while  the  average  age  of  the  decedents 
varied  but  little,  and  the  average  age  of  the  survivors  at  the  end  of  each  year 
showed  a  slight  fluctuation. 

If  the  admissions  had  been  confined  to  21  to  45,  there  would  have  been  a 
considerable  reduction  in  the  average  age  of  the  survivors,  and  a  still  larger 
proportionate  reduction  in  the  death  rate  at  the  end  of  the  20th  year. 

By  the  same  rule  it  is  evident  that  if  the  net  admissions  had  been  one  or  two 
per  cent,  more  than  the  losses,  instead  of  equalling  them,  the  effect  of  the  new 
blood  would  have  had  the  tendency  to  still  further  decrease  both  the  average  age 
of  the  survivors  and  the  death  rate. 

At  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  year  the  first  group  of  1,000  at  age  80  was  extin- 
guished, and  there  were  255  on  the  roll  at  that  age.  At  the  end  of  the  twentieth 
year  the  groups  had  assumed  the  proportions  usually  shown  in  the  modern  bene- 
ficiary society  which  has  been  in  operation  over  twenty  years,  with  a  small 
number  at  the  youngest  ages,  tapering  off  at  the  highest,  and  having  the  largest 
numbers  at  about  middle  life. 

There  was  not  sufficient  time,  after  receiving  request  to  prepare  this  paper,  to 
continue  the  compilation  through  the  period  of  more  than  fifty  years,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  condition  at  the  end  of  a  longer  experience. 

Sufficient  has  been  shown  above  to  warrant  the  following  conclusions  : 

1.  If  the  number  of  admissions  below  the  average  age  simply  equals  the 
number  of  deaths,  it  has  a  very  perceptible  effect  upon  the  death  rate  per  1,000. 
It  may  vary  in  detail,  but  the  maximum  number  of  deaths  can  be  easily  esti- 
mated by  any  old  standard  table  of  mortality,  or  by  any  new  fraternal  table 
accurately  computed  from  an  actual  experience  of  not  less  than  thirty  years. 

2.  There  is  a  more  intimate  relation  between  the  infusion  of  new  blood  and 
the  death  rate  per  1,000,  than  our  **  friends  the  enemy*'  are  usually  willing  to 
admit  in  their  public  fulminations  against  the  iniquities  of  the  fraternal  system. 
Note  the  figures  in  the  columns  headed  **  Average  age  of  Admissions."  *'  Aver- 
age age  of  Survivors,"  **  Rate  per  1,000,'*  and  **  Average  age  of  Deaths." 

8.  If  lapses  are  computed  as  a  factor  in  the  experience,  the  effect  would  be 
similar,  if  a  proper  standard  of  percentage  were  taken.  If  to  the  decrement  by 
death  there  were  added  three  or  four  per  cent,  on  the  whole  membership  for 
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lapses,  with  a  proper  apportionment  among  the  ages,  and  the  admissions 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  the  deaths  and  lapses,  the  effect  upon  the  death  rate 
would  be  practically  the  same.  There  would  undoubtedly  be  a  variation  of  a 
small  fraction,  but  the  infusion  of  new  blood  below  the  average  age  would  have 
the  same  efifect,  no  matter  whether  it  was  to  replace  a  decrement  by  death  or 
lapse. 

4.  How  far  the  mortuary  rate  can  be  controlled  by  the  infusion  of  sufficient 
new  blood  to  ofifset  the  advancing  ages  of  members  will  be  demonstrated  only 
by  an  actual  experience  of  at  least  thirty  years,  when  sufficient  time  will  have 
elapsed  to  exhibit  the  full  effect  of  the  law  of  average,  and  with  both  deaths  and 
lapses  as  factors.  None  of  the  standard  morulity  tables  have  been  constructed 
upon  that  principle,  nor  with  such  an  experience  as  the  modern  fraternal 
beneficiary  association  will  afford. 


THE  NATURAL  PREMIUM  AT  ATTAINED  AGE  OR  THE  NATURAL 
PREMIUM  LOADED  TO  MAKE  A  LEVEL  RATE;  WHICH  MAY 
BE  BEST  APPLIED  TO  AN  ORDER  HAVING  A  LARGE  FINAN- 
CIAL LIABILITY  AND  NO  RESERVE  OR  EMERGENCY  PRO- 
TECTION ? 

BY   F.  W.   SEARS,    SUPREME   PRESIDENT,    NATIONAL   RESERVE  ASSOCIATION. 

Had  I  selected  my  own  subject  instead  of  having  one  assigned  me,  I  cer- 
tainly would  not  have  chosen  this  one,  for  I  do  not  believe  that  either  rem- 
edy suggested  would  afford  the  necessary  relief  in  an  equitable  and  just 
manner  to  all  concerned. 

The  natural  premium  at  attained  age,  without  modification,  is  simply  tem- 
porary protection  at  its  best,  and  enables  those  who  may  desire  such  protec- 
tion for  five  or  ten  years  to  secure  it  at  a  comparatively  low  cost  Its  adop- 
tion by  an  Order  with  a  large  financial  liability  enables  that  Order  to  com- 
pete with  younger  societies  (whose  only  recommendation  is  cheapness)  for 
new  members  among  the  younger  ages  ;  at  the  sanfb  time  practically  forcing 
out  of  the  Order  a  large  percentage  of  the  older  members,  thus  reducing  the 
financial  liability  to  a  considerable  degree.  Under  such  a  system,  the  pro- 
tection is  furnished  the  member  at  a  low  cost  during  his  younger  days,  such 
cost  increasing  as  the  member's  risk  increases  by  reason  of  his  increased 
age.  Its  effect  is  to  eliminate  from  its  membership  those  who  belong  to  the 
*'  must  die  "  class,  retaining  only  those  that  belong  to  the  *'  may  die  **  class. 
The  disadvantage  of  such  a  system  would  be  in  convincing  intending  appli- 
cants that  temporary  protection  is  all  they  need.     By  the  time  the  average 
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man  has  reached  the  age  of  forty-five  years  he  has  either  amassed  a 
sufficient  competency  so  that  he  does  not  really  need  any  protection,  or  else 
cannot  afiford  to  pay  a  very  large  price  for  it.  The  masses  of  the  people  at 
that  age  are  in  the  latter  condition.  Such  being  the  case,  will  the  public  gen- 
erally take  kindly  to  a  system  which  tells  them  they  are  wanted  so  long  as 
they  are  in  the  "may  die"  class,  but  *' socks  it  to  them  "  when  they  get 
into  the    **  must  die  "  class  ? 

The  Natural  Premium,  loaded  to  make  a  level  rate,  has  the  advantage  of 
giving  to  the  member  a  definite  amount,  which  he  is  required  to  pay  each 
month  or  year,  throughout  life.  He  can,  therefore,  make  his  arrangements 
accordingly.  "This  is  better  for  him,  as  the  earning  capacity  of  the  masses 
is  greater  in  their  early  life  than  in  their  later  years,  therefore  the  majority 
of  members  can  better  afford  to  pay  a  higher  cost  during  their  younger  days, 
if  by  so  doing  they  are  relieved  of  some  of  the  burden  of  the  cost  later  in 
life. 

However,  to  allow,  under  any  system,  one  member  to  join  an  Order,  pay 
a  dollar  or  two,  then  die  and  the  Order  give  his  beneficiary  $2,000  or  $8,000, 
while  another  member  continues  to  live  until  he  has  paid  in  as  much  as  the 
face  of  his  certificate,  is  to  place  a  premium  upon  early  deaths  and  a  discount 
upon  long  life,  when  just  the  opposite  is  desired  if  the  organization  is  to 
continue  prosperous  indefinitely.  No  institution  which  issues  policies  of  life 
insurancer  or  certificates  of  protection,  would  accept  an  applicant  unless  at 
the  time  of  such  acceptance  the  medical  director  believed  that  the  applicant 
would  live  an  average  lifetime,  or,  in  other  words,  live  out  his  life  expect- 
ancy. The  table  of  rates  is,  or  should  be.  based  upon  this  idea.  We  all 
know  that  some  of  the  members  will  fail  to  live  the  average  life,  but  in  pro- 
viding for  the  cost  of  the  protection,  most  Orders  fail  to  recognize  this  fact 
so  far  as  the  individual  member  is  concerned,  but  satisfy  themselves  with 
the  simple  statement  or  idea  that  so  long  as  the  cost  on  the  '*  average  "  is  all 
right,  it  matters  not  what  the  cost  to  the  individual  may  be.  As  a  result  of 
the  failure  to  recognize  the  individual  as  well  as  the  average  cost,  I  noticed 
two  deaths  that  occurred  in  one  of  our  sister  Orders  during  the  current  year; 
one  deceased  member  had  paid  in  $22.22,  and  the  other  $1,976.00  for  assess- 
ments—each carried  a  certificate  for  $2,000.00.  It  is  a  self-evident  fact  that 
the  first  member  paid  too  little,  and  the  last  one  paid  too  much.  The  **  aver- 
age" payments  of  all  members  was  about  $250.00  for  each  $1,000.00  of  pro- 
tection carried  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  the  **  average"  was  all  right, 
but  how  about  the  individual  ?  Fraternal  Orders  were  organized  upon  the 
broad  American  principle  of  equal  rights  and  equal  benefits,  all  other  things 
being  equal.  This  principle  should  be  adhered  to  financially  as  well  as 
otherwise. 
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My  remedy  for  "an  Order  having  a  large  financial  liability  and  no  reserve 
or  emergency  protection"  is  to  apply  this  broad  American  principle  and  es- 
tablish a  reserve  or  emergency  fund  with  as  little  loss  of  time  as  possible, 
in  such  a  manner  as  will  not  force  any  member  out  of  the  Order  by  reason 
of  a  large  increase  in  payments,  or  work  a  hardship  upon  or  do  an  injustice 
either  to  the  living  members  or  the  beneficiary  of  the  deceased  ones.  I  have 
heretofore  called  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  you  would  not  accept  an  ap- 
plicant in  any  of  the  Orders  you  represent  unless  you  believed  such  appli- 
cant would  live  an  average  lifetime,  and  that  your  table  of  rates  was  based 
upon  this  belief.  Such  being  the  case,  the  member  is  morally  bound  to 
continue  his  payments  for  the  entire  period  of  his  life  expectancy.  If  he  die 
before  completing  such  period  or  making  such  payments  in  full,  the  balance  of 
the  payments  should  be  deducted  from  his  certificate  and  placed  in  an  emer- 
gency fund,  otherwise  a  deficiency  occurs  by  reason  of  his  not  having  paid 
the  average  cost.  If  this  is  done,  then,  instead  of  requiring  the  long-lived 
members  to  make  good  the  deficiency,  as  is  now  the  case  in  the  majority  of 
Orders,  there  would  be  none  to  make  good.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  say  that 
such  a  plan  would  be  scaling  a  certificate  or  reducing  the  amount  of  protec- 
tion held  by  the  member.  You  might  as  well  say  under  the  old  system  that 
every  dollar  paid  by  a  member  is  so  much  of  a  scaling  of  his  certificate,  and 
that  the  longer  a  member  lives  and  the  more  he  pays  in,  the  greater  the 
scaling.  Such  is  not  the  case.  It  is  simply  requiring  the  individual  mem- 
ber to  pay  the  average  cost,  but  instead  of  saying  to  him,  you  must  pay  all 
of  such  cost  during  your  lifetime  or  get  out  of  the  Order,  it  tells  him  that 
he  may  pay  it  all  during  his  lifetime  or  part  of  it  at  death,  as  may  best  sait 
him.  In  this  way  would  the  Order  be  better  able  to  retain  its  members  and 
not  have  to  force  them  out  by  increased  cost  occasioned  by  the  increasing 
deficiency  or  financial  liability  as  the  Order  grows  older. 


THE   NATURAL   PREMIUM    OR   STEP  RATE   PLAN  AS  ALREADY 
APPLIED  TO  ORDERS  BELONGING  TO  THIS  CONGRESS. 

BY  FRED.   O.   DOWNES,  AMERICAN  LEGION  OF  HONOR. 

The  Associations  of  any  considerable  age  connected  with  this  Congress, 
that  operate  on  the  natural  premium  or  step  rate  plan,  are  but  five  in  nunn- 
ber — the  National  Union,  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the  Ancient  Order  United 
Workmen,  the  American  Legion  of  Honor,  and  the  United  Friends.  In  four 
of  these  the  system  has  been  in  use  but  for  a  very  brief  period — too  short  a 
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time,  in  fact,  for  them  to  furnish  full  or  satisfactory  statistics  on  which  to 
base  any  accurate  valuation  of  results.  The  equity  of  the  plan  is  easily  dem- 
onstrated, however,  to  all  students  of  the  subject ;  and  its  one  problem  for 
solution  seems  to  be  the  adjustment  of  its  table  of  rates.  If  the  table  is  to 
b«*  framed  to  meet  the  current  mortality  cost^  its  rates  for  a  new  society  may 
be  fixed  at  a  very  low  point,  with  the  certainty  that  for  a  long  time,  especi- 
ally if  constant  accession  of  members  is  made,  it  will  fill  all  mortality 
requirements.  It  will  do  for  a  longer  time  what  many  in  the  past  believed 
the  graded  rate — that  charged  for  age  at  admission,  and  which  continued  the 
member  at  his  entering  rate — would  do.  There  must  come  a  time,  however, 
when  the  percentage  of  new  members  will  be  less  than  at  the  beginning, 
with  a  consequent  higher  percentage  of  mortality,  necessitating  an  increased 
number  or  higher  rate  of  assessments.  This  is  demonstrated  in  the  experi- 
ence of  the  National  Union.  It  first  had  a  progressive  increase  of  number 
of  assessments,  and  finally  raised  its  rate,  with  no  certainty  that  the  limit 
has  yet  been  reached.  It  has  not  to  date,  however,  become  proscriptive  in 
cost,  and  continues  an  annual  net  increase  of  members  with  an  annual 
increase  of  cost  to  its  individual  members  less  in  amount  than  other  societies 
of  similar  age  that  continue  through  life  the  entrance  rate  of  assessment. 
Its  experience  is  indicative  of  the  truth  of  the  contention,  that  a  society  will 
continue  longer  on  a  current  cost  basis,  without  raising  its  rate,  under  the 
step  rate  plan  than  under  any  of  the  other  systems  generally  in  vogue  among 
the  protective  fraternities. 

The  second  of  the  older  fraternities  to  change  the  system  under  discussion 
was  the  Knights  of  Honor.  This  change  was  not  made  until  after  many 
years  of  life  under  a  level  rate  for  young  and  old  alike,  and  until  a  large 
proportion  of  members  had  come  to  the  period  of  age  when  the  death  rate  is 
high.  This  death  rate  compelled  the  multiplication  of  assessments,  until  the 
cost  became  proscriptive  to  young  men  who  furnish  the  desirable  new 
material.  The  failure  of  this  young  material  to  enter  and  the  loss  among  the 
younger  men  already  in  compelled  the  change.  The  result  has  been  to  lessen 
losses  and  to  increase  gains  ;  but  not  so  much  yet  as  to  offset  the  losses  by 
the  gains.  Its  new  table  of  rates  was  in  the  first  year  discovered  to  be  not 
quite  sufficient,  and  unless  the  second  year  shows  better  than  the  first,  a 
higher  table  must  be  adopted. 

The  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  differs  from  the  others,  because  it 
works  under  separate  and,  in  an  assessment  sense,  independent  jurisdiction. 
The  natural  premium  was  adopted  in  a  large  number  of  its  States.  In  the 
brief  period  of  their  experience  of  the  natural  premiuih  it  may  be  said  to 
have  worked  comparatively  well.  As  a  whole,  those  jurisdictions  in  which 
it  operates  held  their  own — in  some  of  them  slight  gains  have  resulted. 
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The  American  Legion  of  Honor  adopted  a  rate  higher  than  did  the  others. 
It  had  begun  by  admitting  members  at  a  higher  limit  of  age,  and  because  of 
thi§  fact  was  many  years  older  when  the  age  of  its  individuals  is  taken  into 
account.  Its  experience  is  but  little  more  than  a  year  under  its  new  plan  ; 
but  the  rate  fixed  was  suflSciently  high  to  cover  the  first  year's  cost.  Its  ex- 
perience, however,  with  that  of  the  others  proves  that  no  natural  premium 
rates  will  be  permanently  sufficient,  unless  they  are  carried  to  a  further  limit 
of  age.  The  mortality  cost  rises  in  geometrical  rates  for  those  above  sixty 
years  of  age,  at  which  point  most  of  the  societies  have  stopped  the  increase 
of  cost.  If  members  die  at  a  seventy  or  eighty  years'  rate  while  paying  a 
sixty  years*  ratio  of  cost,  the  deficiency  must  be  made  good  by  the  other 
members.  The  younger  members  thus  are  made  to  pay  a  higher  than  equit- 
able proportion  of  the  total  cost.  We  are,  therefore,  between  two  horns  of  a 
dilemma.  If  we  charge  the  older  member  his  full  proportion  of  cost,  he  objects 
because  it  is  more  than  he  can  afford  ;  and  if  we  charge  the  younger  member 
to  meet  the  deficiency,  he  objects  because  it  is  more  than  his  equitable  share. 
The  Knights  of  Honor  to  great,  and  the  American  Legion  of  Honor  to  great- 
er extent,  have  suffered  because  of  this  limitation  at  the  sixtieth  year.  The 
National  Union,  because  it  began  at  first  and  without  an  aged  membership  ; 
and  the  Ancient  order  of  United  Workmen,  because  the  trial  is  only  in  a  por- 
tion of  its  territory,  are  facing  a  less  serious  present  problem  than  are  the  first 
two. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  system  is  not  especially  popular  with  the  Knights  of 
Honor  or  the  American  Legion  of  Honor ;  not  because  the  thinking  mem- 
bers fail  to  realize  its  necessity  and  ultimate  safety  and  economy,  but 
because  the  young  object  to  pay  for  the  old,  and  all  fear  the  future  burden  of 
old  age. 

It  is  an  illusive  hope  that  the  older  members  will,  in  return  for  any  modi- 
fication of  rates  in  their  interest,  exert  them'selves  to  gain  new  material.  The 
desire  for  fraternal  intercourse  with  their  fellows  naturally  decreases  with 
their  declining  years ;  and  their  enthusiasm  of  early  days  is  displaced  too 
often  by  a  dissatisfaction  which  is  engendered  by  their  increased  financial 
requirements  with  lessened  financial  ability.  This  dissatisfaction  is  often 
openly  expressed,  to  their  own  and  the  Order's  detriment.  This  sentiment 
must,  nevertheless,  be  reckoned  with  in  any  solution  of  the  problem. 

There  is  a  basis  of  justice  in  the  plea  that  the  rates  should  not  be  periodi- 
cally increased  beyond  the  age  when  the  earning  power  ceases  Some  con- 
sideration may  well  be  given  to  those  who  have  paid  to  and  worked  for 
many  years  for  the  Order.  That  he  is  favored  by  a  system  is  not  altogether 
satisfactory  to  one  who,  in  the  present,  finds  himself  unable  to  carry  his  bar- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NATIONAL    FRATERNAL   CONGRESS.  313 

den.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  two  things  are  necessary  to  amend  the  step 
rate  plan  as  applied  to  the  societies  in  this  union — first  to  provide  that  the 
younger  members  shall  not  pay  more  than  their  proportionate  share  ;  and 
second,  that  some  assistance  shall  be  given  to  the  older  members  to  bear 
their  greater  burdens.  The  young  man  is  the  one  to  be  depended  on  to  make 
good  all  losses  through  his  active  association  with  the  element  of  his  own 
age,  from  which  only  can  come  the  desirable  new  material.  He  must  then 
be  given  equitable  treatment.  To  do  this  requires  that  the  limit  of  periodi- 
cal increase  shall  be  carried  to  the  end  of  life.  Both  old  and  young  are  thus 
equally  benefited  under  which  a  greater  number  of  new  members  may  be 
continually  added.  If  the  table  of  rates  operated  is  slightly  higher  tttan 
suflScient  to  cover  the  death  cost,  a  reserve  would  result,  the  income  from 
which  could  and  should  be  appropriated  for  the  aid  of  the  older  members. 


•*A  GRADED  RATE  ACCORDING  TO  AGE,  WITHOUT  RESERVE  AS 
ALREADY  APPLIED  TO  ORDERS  BELONGING  TO  THIS  CON- 
GRESS " 

BY  LBB  R.  SANBORN,  ROYAL  TEMPLARS  OP  TEMPER ANCB. 

The  spirit  of  fraternalism  is  opposed  to  inordinate  reserve  not  needed  to  carry 
their  contracts  to  a  successful  issue.  And  it  may  be  said  with  equal  truth  it  is 
opposed  to  any  scheme  of  accumulation  whereby  prosperity  or  safety  is  in  any 
wise  involved.  Our  trust  is  a  sacred  one.  We  must  not  collect  one  dollar  more 
than  is  needed.  Neither  must  we  furnish  our  protection  for  one  dollar  less  than 
actual  cost.  The  one  course  may  involve  a  needless  sacrifice  in  some  quarter  ; 
the  other  certainly  means  that  the  future  is  jeopardized  if  carried  to  undue 
lengths. 

There  are  many  methods  to  attain  a  given  purpose.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
we  all  pursue  the  same  roads  to  reach  the  same  destinations.  The  object  in 
view  is  the  great  desideratum.'  Theories,  ideas  and  plans  must  be  subordinate 
to  these. 

At  first  our  system  was  crude,  unscientific,  unstable.  It  dealt  witti  the  pres- 
ent only.  Time  showed  that  we  were  dealing  with  the  future  far  more  than  the 
present.  Then  came  the  classified  or  graded  plan.  This  contemplated  that  the 
age  at  joining  should  determine  the  rate.  This  was  an  improvement,  but  it  did 
not  go  far  enough.  The  advancing  age  brought  with  it  an  advancing  cost  which 
the  rates  did  not  provide  for.  There  was  a  deficiency  after  the  first  few  years, 
and  this  in  time  became  an  evil  of  alarming  proportions. 
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To  remedy  this  evil  there  appeared  to  be  two  ways :  The  one  was  to  load  the 
early  years  as  regards  cost  in  a  sum  sufficient  to  overcome  the  deficiency  in  later 
years,  and  presupposes  a  reserve  ;  the  other  was  the  advancing  rate  according 
to  attained  age,  termed  step-rate  or  natural  premium  protection,  and  it  is  to 
this  we  are  asked  to  refer  in  a  brief  and  perforce  superficial  way. 

It  has  been  said  that  institutions  dealing  in  the  matter  of  life  averages  depend 
upon  natural  laws  as  regards  their  safe  conduct ;  that  there  are  well  defined 
natural  laws  which,  if  properly  observed,  bring  safety  ;  that  mortality  data  of 
whatsoever  character  depend  upon  these,  and  that  so  long  as  we  are  not  diverted 
from  them  by  false  logic  or  specious  reasoning,  we  need  not  fear  what  the  future 
may  have  in  store  for  us. 

Can  we  improve  on  nature  and  natural  laws?  We  may  and  should  make 
provision  against  untoward  <;onditions,  but  we  will  not  be  led  astray  from  our 
central  purpose  if  we  keep  these  general  principles  ever  in  view. 

At  a  given  age  it  is  expected  that  a  given  number  out  of  each  1,000  will  die. 
This  expected  rate  may  not  be  realized  in  any  year  or  series  of  years.  If  mem- 
bership is  increasing,  if  there  is  a  steady  infusion  of  new  blood,  the  actual  cost 
will  be  less  than  the  expected.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  our  membership  is  de- 
creasing, we  may  reasonably  expect  that  the  actual  cost  will  be  in  excess  of  the 
expected.     The  average,  however,  will  sooner  or  later  be  in  evidence. 

Assuming  that  the  advancing  rate  with  advancing  age  is  employed,  we  may 
expect  this  general  condition  of  things  ;  the  member  each  year  pays  for  the  haz- 
ard he  brings  to  a  society.  Broadly  speaking,  his  admission  is  an  element  of 
strength  to  a  society,  as  it  brings  that  degree  of  safety  which  attaches  to  num- 
bers. His  withdrawal  works  little  hardship  unless  it  be  to  himself.  He  has 
paid  his  actual  cost,  he  has  not  borrowed  on  the  future,  and  he  has  been  a  bur- 
den to  no  one. 

It  may  be  urged  that  a  contract  of  this  character  brings  with  it  a  burden  that 
becomes  heavier  with  advancing  years.  This  will  not  be  denied.  Life  itself 
brings  similar  burdens.  We  cannot  hope  to  improve  on  nature  unless  we  load  ' 
the  normal  cost  at  the  outstart  to  create  a  surplus  to  provide  for  and  relieve  this 
condition.  Indeed,  were  we  all  to  persist  to  the  end,  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  making  provision  of  this  character.  But  we  deal  with  conditions  rather 
than  theories.  A  large  reserve  brings  with  it  a  system  of  forfeitures  in  the 
event  of  early  lapsation,  which  may  be  considered  foreign  to  the  context  of  fra- 
ternalism.  Is  it  not  as  great  an  injustice  to  take  from  the  lapsing  member 
through  forfeitures  as  it  was  to  encourage  early  lapsations  by  mistaking  ctirrent 
cost  for  actual  cost,  thus  creating  a  deficiency  for  persistent  members  to  make 
good? 
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There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  safety  of  a  rate  gr&ded  according  to  age. 
So  long  as  the  members  of  this  Congress  use  rates  based  on  tables,  whose  cor- 
rectness has  been  demonstrated,  so  long  are  they  on  a  safe  basis.  If  we  diverge 
from  this,  we  are  making  the  same  error,  though  in  a  less  degree,  as  did  those 
who  in  the  past  mistook  current  for  actual  cost. 

These  observations  of  necessity  are  general.  It  would  be  foreign  to  our  pur- 
pose to  particularize.  The  idea  is  correct,  if  correct  figures  be  used.  If  not,  it  is 
like  many  other  good  theories  which  may  be  lacking  in  a  vital  point. 

The  cost  in  the  natural  premium  plan  is  the  least  at  the  lowest  insurable  age. 
Persons  assuming  the  responsibilities  bf  married  life  need  this  protection  more 
than  probably  at  any  other  period  in  life.  As  their  families  grow  up,  as  they 
accumulate  a  competency,  this  protection  is  not  so  important.  There  are  those 
to  care  for  those  dependent  upon  the  bread-winner  in  the  event  of  his  death. 
He,  therefore,  can  carry  a  larger  amount  of  protection  for  even  a  lower  cost 
than  he  can  in  later  years.  If  he  is  successful  in  life,  he  can  afford  to  drop  this 
protection  without  entailing  sufifering  upon  anyone.  The  society  has  served  him 
a  useful  purpose.  He  has  paid  for  this,  and  he  has  relieved  it  of  the  responsibil- 
ities which  have  become  heavier.  Each  has  served  the  other.  Neither  one  has 
profited  at  the  expense  of  the  other. 

Is  not  this  the  true  purpose  of  fraternal  co-operation  ?  And  who  can  gainsay 
its  absolute  equity  to  all  concerned  ? 


RESPONSIBILITY    OF    THE    NATIONAL    FRATERNAL    CONGRESS 
TO  THE  FRATERNITIES. 

BY  DR.  H.  A.  WARNER,  KNIGHTS  AND  LADIES  OF  SECURITY. 

Life  insurance  in  its  purity,  uncomplicated  by  investment  features,  untram- 
meled  by  endowments  and  divested  of  the  fallacious  idea  of  dividends,  ought  to 
be  a  simple  problem  of  solution. 

Life  insurance  primarily  contemplates  the  payment  at  the  death  of  the  insured 
a  stipulated  amount. 

The  business  has  been  complicated  with  investment  features  until  the  average 
person  scarcely  knows  whether  he  is  obtaining  a  life  insurance  policy  or  a  bond 
or  certificate  of  stock  in  an  investment  company.  The  tontine  policy,  the 
endowment  policy,  with  numerous  others,  have  altered  conditions  to  an  ex- 
tent that  only  those  well  versed  in  the  matter  of  insurance  and  all  the  terms 
used  to  designate  the  kind  of    policy  under  consideration  fully  comprehend. 
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The  solution  should  be  made  in  a  practical  manner,  divested  of  all  intricacies, 
that  the  plain  common  people  may  fully  comprehend  the  entire  meaning  when 
presented  to  them. 

The  solution  of  the  problem  of  life  insurance  should  be  one  of  the  greatest 
desires  and  achievements  of  the  National  Fraternal  Congress  ;  our  devotion  to 
our  individual  Orders  should  only  be  exceeded  by  that  devotion  which  will  lead 
to  the  study  of  this  problem  until  its  solution  is  effected.  We  should  not  leave 
the  solution  to  younger  and  newer  societies,  but  should  accomplish  it  within  our 
present  organizations,  with  the  direction  and  assistance  of  this  Congress.  None 
of  us  should  be  content  with  the  splendid  growth  of  our  Order,  and  yet  con- 
scious of  the  fact  that  we  are  not  absolutely  and  mathematically  right. 

Years  ago  the  actuaries'  table  was  made,  later  the  American  experience  table, 
which  did  not  differ  materially  anywhere  along  the  line.  If  the  amount  re- 
quired for  the  year  be  divided  into  monthly  payments  at  the  point  of  greatest 
divergence  it  does  not  amount  to  twenty-five  cents,  and  most  places  to  not  more 
than  five  cents  per  month.  Since  the  actual  experience  of  thirty  American 
companies  does  not  vary  from  these  tablet  to  the  amount  of  ten  cents  a  month, 
why  close  our  eyes  to  such  valuable  references  as  these,  or  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  teachings  of  experience  along  these  lines?  A  life  insurance  policy  or  bene- 
ficiary certificate  is  procured  for  the  completing  of  our  life  work  in  the  event  of 
death  ;  if  we  live,  we  expect  to  do  all  this  ourselves,  but  dying,  we  obtain  the 
life  insurance  to  complete  it. 

Therefore,  the  largest  benefit  coupled  with  safety  should  be  procured  in 
return  for  the  money  expended. 

This  can  only  be  done  through  assessment  associations  or  companies,  such  as 
the  fraternal  beneficiary  societies. 

We  have  set  about  making  tables  for  our  guidance  and  direction,  and  we  ought 
not  to  be  satisfied  until  these  tables  are  so  complete  and  perfect  that  we  may 
condhct  our  business  according  to  them,  feeling  all  the  while  that  we  are  upon  a 

solid  basis. 

With  fifty  years  of  old  line  life  insurance,  with  thirty  years  of  fraternal  work, 
there  are  statistics  enough  attainable  to  enable  us  to  arrive  at  approximately  acurate 
conclusions  as  to  the  mortality  and  the  amount  required  to  be  collected  in  order  to 
meet  the  liability  of  any  company  or  society  engaged  in  the  business  of  life  in- 
surance In  securing  life  insurance  the  individual  has  in  mind  the  benefiting  of 
those  dependent  on  him. 

It  is  the  most  unselfish  act  of  an  individual  to  procure  for  another  that  which 
can  be  of  no  benefit  to  himself,  the  placing  of  a  part  of  each  month's  or  year's 
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earnings  beyond  his  own  power  to  control.  It  is  one  of  the  beneficent  products 
of  our  bighf  r  civilization.  You  find  nothing  of  this  kind  among  say  savages  or 
semi-civilized  people,  nowhere  except  among  the  Christian  nations. 

That  this  unselfish  act  has  been  performed,  the  consummation  of  which  cannot 
occur  during  our  life  time,  making  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  look  well  to  the 
future  of  our  contract. 

Which  ought  to  be  in  plain,  simple  terms,  devoid  of  technicalities  and  every- 
thing which  cannot  be  readily  understood. 

To  accomplish  all  that,  we  expect  it  will  be  necessay  to  disabuse  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  much  false  teaching ;  teaching,  too,  which  they  have  received  at 
our  hands  in  the  last  twenty-five  years.  They  must  be  taught  that  our  society 
or  Order  cannot  control  the  mortality  of  the  human  family,  and  can  only  be 
better  than  another  to  such  degree  as  it  excludes  undesirable  risks  and  exercises 
prudence  and  economy  in  the  management. 

The  minds  of  the  people  ought  to  be  thoroughly  disabused  of  the  idea  of  a 
fixed  payment  and  no  more;  keep  the  idea  that  it  is  assessment  insurance  always 
before  them. 

The  idea  that  they  are  getting  what  they  pay  for  and  that  they  must  pay  for 
what  they  get,  whether  it  be  by  increasing  the  number  of  assessments  or  by 
increasing  the  amount  of  the  assessment. 

It  is  impossible  wiih  tables  we  have  and  the  experience  of  the  past  to  approx- 
imate the  amount  which  will  be  required  annually,  but  the  idea  that  this  is  a  fixed 
payment  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  obtain  in  their  minds.  The  plan  of  one  of 
our  greatest  Orders  which  gives  the  power  to  call  a  special  assessment  at  the 
close  of  the  year  in  order  to  square  up  all  back  accounts,  is  a  most  commendable 
one,  and  one  which  ought  to  be  followed  by  more  of  our  Orders. 

If  we  would  call  it  assessment  life  insurance,  adopt  a  graded  assessment,  ^xed 
at  age  of  entry,  add  to  this  a  reserve  fund  element  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
increasing  mortality  as  the  result  of  increasing  age,  then  provide  for  extra  mor- 
tality which  may  occur  one  year  and  not  another,  we  shall  have  attained  to  the 
ideal. 

To  accomplish  this,  to  mount  to  this  ideal  should  be  the  aim  of  every  member 
of  this  Congress.  Can  we  afford  to  stop  short  of  this  ?  Shall  we  have  done  our 
duty  toward  humanity  until  we  have  accomplished  it  ?    No  !     No  ! 

Then  for  best  thought,  then  for  your  united  energies  toward  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  end,  and  thousands  will  bless  our  very  name. 
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••OLD  LINE  RATES  AND  THE  EXCESS  THEY  PRODUCE." 

BY  J.  SCULLY  TAFT,  UNITED  ORDER  OF  THE  PILGRIM  FATHERS. 

In  preparing  rates  and  tables  to  govern  payments  for  life  insurance  or  protec- 
tion, it  is  impossible  to  fix  upon  a  sum  that  shall  be  exactly  the  amount  required 
in  each  and  every  year.  A  change  of  surroundings^ — ^a  hundred  things  of  which 
we  have  no  knowledge,  may  increase  or  decrease  the  cost,  and  while  the  event 
we  would  guard  against,  the  subject  to  change,  or  in  other  words,  flexible,  the 
premium  rates  in  force  of  old  line  companies  are  fixed  and  unchangeable.  It  is 
not  denied  anywhere  that  the  established  rates  bring  in  a  sum  in  excess  of  the 
demand  for  payment  on  death  losses. 

I  do  not  assert  that  this  excess  is  improperly  exacted,  but  every  man  can  use  bis 
own  judgment  as  to  the  advisability  of  paying  a  hundred  dollars  when  ninety  dol- 
lars will  fully  meet  the  demand.  I  crust  we  will  not  fall  into  the  same  error,  but 
fully  realize  that  demand  and  supply  with  us  are  flexible,  and  our  rates  made 
accordingly.  The  companies  claim  Che  overpayment  is  required  should  there 
be  a  depreciation  in  the  value  of  invested  assets,  or  should  the  race  of  interest 
fall  below  four  per  cent.  The  point  I  would  make  is  this,  that  if  the  wisest  and 
best  of  mankind  can  get  no  nearer  the  amount  actually  demanded  it  should  not 
be  expected  of  this  body  to  at  once  formulate  tables  which  shall  be  absolutely 
correct  and  fitted  for  the  requirements  of  all  coming  time. 

Let  us  do  to-day  the  best  we  can,  and  as  the  coming  years  will  bring  a  better 
knowledge  of  our  affairs,  and  with  the  wisdom  of  experience  also  at  our  service, 
we  shall  in  time  establish  our  rates  so  that  they  shall  be  equitable  and  safe, 
without  a  dangerous  surplus  to  handle. 

As  regards  the  excess  of  the  old  line  companies,  there  is  buc  little  general 
knowledge  concerning  it.  It  is  so  huge  in  its  proportion  that  it  is  exceedingly 
diflScult  to  find  a  subject  to  which  we  may  compare  it,  and  thus  get  to  under- 
stand it  in  some  degree.  However,  there  is  a  method  by  which  we  can  see 
what  this  excess  can  do,  if  it  should  be  devoted  to  providing  paid-up  insurance. 

There  are  28  companies  reporting  to  the  insurance  department  of  Massachu- 
setts.    From  their  reports  the  following  abstract  is  made  : 

Gross  assets,  Dec.  81.  1897 $1,276,924,603.00 

Gross  liabilicy  on  policy  account 1,095,829,447.00 

Surplus  above  all  requirements $    181,595,156.00 

or  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  millions,  five  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars,  piled  up  in  excess  of  every  demand,  and 
under  no  State  control  whatever.  We  do  not  yet  fully  comprehend  how  vast  is 
the  sum.     Let  us  subdivide  it.  ' 
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If  it  could  be  returned  to  the  policy-holders  in  the  form  of  fully  paid-up  insur- 
ance, it  would  give  a  $1,000  policy  to  598,176  persons  at  age  30.  No  portion  is 
allowed  for  expenses,  as  all  expenses  for  its  collection,  investment  and  caretaking 
have  already  been  paid.  If  divided  among  its  whole  life  policy-holders  it  would 
give  for  each  policy  $635  in  cash. 

In  one  single  company  is  found  a  surplus  so  large  that  it  could  give  a  paid-up 
policy  of  $1,000  to  160,989  persons  at  age  30,  or  if  divided  among  its  whole  life 
policy-holders,  would  give  for  each  policy  $635  in  cash. 

In  establishing  rates  we  can  hardly  equal  our  friends  in  the  caution  exhibited, 
which  requires  the  collection  of  a  yearly  sum  so  large  as  to  produce  an  amount 
far  in  excess  of  the  factor  of  safety  demanded  by  all  the  State  officials,  who  are 
solely  in  position  to  protect  the  people  whose  servants  they  were  elected,  or 
appointed,  to  be. 

If  we  are  to  learn  anything  from  our  own  experience  and  the  experience  of 
others,  we  s^all  so  provide  that  we  shall  always  be  able  to  secure  all  the  money 
required  and  at  the  same  time  avoid  the  mistakes  of  others.  Equitable  and 
adequate  rates,  no  overgrown  surplus,  but  simply  a  fund  proportioned  to  the 
size  of  the  Order  always  on  hand  to  meet  unforeseen  contingencies,  good  sense 
in  management  and  fraternity  among  members,  all  these  things  combined  will 
make  our  plan  solid  and  enduring. 


GOVERNMENT  SUPERVISION   OF   FRATERNAL   BENEFIT 
SOCIETIES. 

BY   FREDERICK  A.    DRAPER,    OF  THE  HOME  CIRCLE. 

This  subject  requires  a  brief  review  of  the  past  to  properly  appreciate  present 
conditions  and  the  true  course  for  its  future  development. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  oldest  Orders  no  laws  had  been  enacted  specially 
governing  the  organization  and  scope  of  such  societies.  In  Massachusetts  a 
society  existed  for  several  years  by  sufferance,  but  when  this  became  "offi- 
cially "  known  to  the  Insurance  Commissioner,  it  was  compelled  to  close  its 
career,  though  conducted  by  honorable,  well  known  and  public-spirited  men. 
In  the  same  State  a  statute  relating  to  benevolent  and  charitable  societies  was 
for  years  utilized  for  the  purpose  of  organization,  it  being  the  only  possible 
channel  to  that  end,  though  enacted  for  an  entirely  different  object. 

The  simple  fact  was  that  the  desire  for  such  societies  was  so  urgent  that  they 
were  bound  to  have  existence  and  a  legal  standing.     In  many  other  States  the 
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early  history  differs  but  little  from  that  of  Massachusetts.  The  first  laws  enacted 
covered  but  the  bare  necessities  for  a  legal  existence,  and  subsequent  progress 
has  been  continually  in  advance  of  law.  No  one  could  foresee  the  immense 
development  that  was  to  follow,  the  vast  interests  to  be  created,  the  problems  to 
arise.  This  is  truly  to  be  said,  however,  that  no  institution  of  similar  magnitude 
in  the  world  has  ever  disbursed  such  great  sums  of  money  with  such  fidelity  and 
with  so  little  expense  and  loss  as  have  our  American  benefit  societies,  and  all 
this  with  but  little  legal  responsibility. 

As  time  passed  and  our  Orders  grew  in  magnitude,  further  legislation  became 
necessary.  This  was  nowhere  more  quickly  realized  than  in  this  Congress, 
and  the  Uniform  Bill  is  the  outcome  of  its  continued  deliberations.  The  reports 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  body  show  a  continuous  desire  to  secure  a  conserva- 
tive and  proper  conduct  in  our  business  affairs,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  shall 
after  thorough  investigation  and  consideration  seem  wise. 

As  with  all  new  enterprises,  the  true  and  ultimate  basis  for  operation  could 
only  be  learned  by  experience,  for  which,  in  this  case,  much  time  was  required, 
and  we  are  but  recently  in  possession  of  sufficient  data  to  justify  any  attempt 
at  a  standard.  The  experience  of  the  various  insurance  companies  of  this 
country  has  been  closely  guarded  for  selfish  reasons,  so  that  what  little  has 
become  public  had  little  value.  Though  it  was  plainly  evident  that  the  rates 
exacted  by  these  companies  were  needlessly  high,  only  general  conclusions  were 
possible  as  to  wherein  the  difference  between  cost  and  price  existed.  Forced  to 
rely  upon  our  own  resources,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  thai  mistakes  were 
made,  sometimes  so  serious  as  to  require  most  heroic  remedies.  But,  wlthaU 
our  history  is  exceptionally  clear  when  the  magnitude  of  our  benefits  is  remem- 
bered. And  now,  with  experience  to  aid  and  direct,  the  future  will  bring 
greatly  increased  usefulness  and  patronage. 

Our  recent  efforts  to  attain  security  through  proper  methods  have  excited 
animosity  in  certain  quarters.  Perchance  our  wonderful  growth  has  made  envi- 
ous those  who,  as  a  business  and  tor  profit,  conduct  similar  enterprises,  and 
they  think  by  vilification  to  weaken  and  perhaps  ruin  our  work  to  their  own 
gain.  Vain  hope^-our  strength  is  too  great,  our  work  too  honored  to  fail  in  a 
summer  shower.  The  opposition  of  paid  mercenaries  will  be  easily  overcome.  It 
is  hardly  worthy  of  suiTicient  attention  to  show  its  shallowness  and  actuating 
spirit.  When,  however,  it  carries  with  it  the  cloak  of  official  position,  and  for 
that  reason  influences  our  relations  with,  not  only  the  public,  but  also  the 
State,  serious  consideration  is  required. 

The  recent  criticisms  in  the  reports  of  Insurance  Commissioners  of  several 
States  of  our  business  methods  are  not  only  premature,  but  strongly  savor  of 
a  desire  to  injure  rather  than  aid  our  work.     It  is  very  easy  to  criticise,  but 
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criticism  is  idle  unless  accompanied  by  an  expression  of  remedial  changes.  In 
this  respect  the  reports  are  well  nigh  barren.  The  great  good  we  have  done, 
the  distress  and  poverty  prevented,  seemingly  count  for  nothing.  Happily  we 
have  a  constituency  that  is  sufficiently  powerful  to  secure  our  rights,  and  if 
need  arises,  can  be  exerted  to  that  end. 

The  officers  of  our  Orders  are  quite  as  true  to  the  interests  of  the  member- 
ship they  represent  as  are  the  political  officials  of  any  State. 

The  pronounced  ability  of  this  body  to  meet  and  settle  problems  as  they  arise 
can  be  relied  upon  to  also  formulate  and  procure  such  further  legislation  as  may 
be  necessary  to  our  continued  success.  Wisdom  dictates  that  no  undue  haste 
be  used,  and  careful  consideration  be  given  each  question.  Less  harm  will  re- 
sult from  no  action  than  from  wrong  action  that  might  be  difficult  of  correction. 
Ail  attempts  at  legislation  on  new  lines  that  this  Congress  has  not  considered 
and  endorsed  should  be  opposed.  This  suddenly  awakened  and  peculiarly  ex- 
pressed interest  in  our  welfare  on  the  part  of  some  Insurance  Commissioners 
should  be  investigated.  One  commissioner  has,  by  deputy,  examined  several 
societies,  members  of  this  Congress,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  confirming 
the  correctness  of  the  reports  made  by  the  societies.  The  examinations  were 
purely  superficial,  and  of  no  real  value  to  the  societies  or  the  department  mak- 
ing them.  In  one  office  an  undue  amount  of  time  was  taken  to  find  a  clerical 
error  of  two  cents  that  was  seven  years  old.  Of  momentous  importance,  truly. 
The  fees  charged  the  societies  were  quite  high  enough,  however,  to  well  repay 
the  official  and  make  the  office  a  remunerative  one.  As  no  necessity  exists  for 
such  examinations,  they  should  be  dispensed  with.  Our  societies,  through  aud- 
iting committees  and  officers,  have  an  adequate  supervision  of  accounts  not  pos- 
sible to  the  policy-holders  of  a  business  company,  and  the  only  call  for  an  ex- 
amination of  this  kind  might  be  when  good  and  sufficient  reason  existed  for 
believing  the  reports  to  the  State  were  not  correct,  and  even  then  the  home 
State  should  be  the  first  to  take  action. 

These  examinations  covered  simply  the  financial  condition,  with  no  attempt 
at  a  valuation  of  insurance  liability.  The  future  development  of  our  work  may 
in  time  make  it  desirable  that  a  balance  sheet  of  the  insurance  account  be  in- 
cluded in  our  reports,  but  this  time  has  not  yet  arrived.  Too  many  legal  restric- 
tions are  still  in  force  to  make  this  possible  at  the  present  time.  The  evolution 
of  our  methods  is  still  in  process,  and  until  this  is  fully  completed  along  ade- 
quate and  satisfactory  lines,  a  valuation  of  insurance  accounts  would  be  very 
unsatisfactory  ;  in  fact,  almost  an  impossibility,  as  the  valuation  tables  (for  our 
newly  adopted  standard)  are  not  computed,  and  considerable  time  is  required 
for  this  work.  The  legal  basis  for  such  valuations  has  also  to  be  determined 
and  enacted  into  law.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  arbitrary  and  vicious  require- 
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ments  of  the  legal  reserve  or  *'  old  line  "  methods  should  not  be  applied  to  bene- 
ficial societies.  This  basis  of  operation  has  wrought  so  much  injury  and  been 
so  productive  of  hardship  and  abuses  that  to-day  it  is  severely  condemned  by 
competent  authority  in  this  as  well  as  other  countries.  Ample  testimony  can  be 
cited  to  substantiate  our  opposition  to  anything  that  approximates  this  system  of 
valuation,  with  its  accompanying  requirements  for  solvency. 

Not  until  a  proper  and  uniform  legal  basis  has  been  worked  out  and  adopted 
by  this  Congress  should  we  approve  of  any  form  of  insurance  valuation  by  the 
State. 

Is  any  additional  legislation  immediately  required  for  our  continued  welfare  ? 
Is  there  anything  in  our  present  condition  that  requires  the  help  of  the  State  to 
safeguard  the  rights  of  our  membership  ?  Under  this  head  we  may  well  con- 
sider whether  there  should  not  be  some  further  conditions  necessary  to  the  incor- 
poration of  new  societies.  Our  older  societies,  by  the  industry  and  loyal 
co-operation  of  their  membership,  have  developed  into  magnificent  institutions, 
with  honorable  history,  prolific  in  the  good  they  have  accomplished  in  the  past 
and  can  render  in  the  future.  In  common  with  all  meritorious  creations  have 
followed  the  imitations  which  seek,  under  the  banner  of  fraternity,  to  bring  per- 
sonal profit  to  those  interested.  Without  criticising  in  any  way  the  few  new 
Orders  that  are  perfectly  legitimate,  well  managed,  with  adequate  rates  and 
plans,  it  can  be  truly  said  that  the  large  majority  are  very  faulty  in  their 
methods  ;  are  controlled  by  irresponsible  officers  and  can  meet  with  one  result, 
failure.  These  frequent  collapses  are  taken  by  the  public  as  weaknesses  inherent 
to  all,  and  thus  is  discredit  wrongfully  cast  upon  us,  where  otherwise  would  be 
praise  and  patronage.  Our  enemies  also  skillfully  use  such  cases  to  construct 
specious  arguments  to  aid  them  in  their  work  of  alarming  the  membership  of 
praiseworthy  societies.  Regard  for  our  own  reputation  and  welfare  requires  us 
to  support  such  measures  as  will  prevent  the  continued  exploiting  of  other  than 
such  societies  as  may  begin  with  proper  plans  and  sufficiently  responsible 
backing  lo  insure  success.     How  can  this  be  done  ? 

An  examination  of  the  prospectuses  of  many  of  these  new  ventures  shows  that 
most  of  them  are  using  tables  of  rates,  long  ago  proven  by  the  experience  of  oar 
older  Orders  to  be  far  from  adequate.  This  alone  is  conclusive  evidence  of  in- 
competency or  fraudulent  intent.  They  are  able  to  gain  a  start  solely  because 
of  the  low  death  rate  following  new  examinations  of  entrants,  and  the  corre- 
sponding low  current  cost.  Many  have  **  reserve  fund  "  attachments,  for  which 
all  kinds  of  impossible  claims  are  made.  Even  with  this  help  the  income  of 
many  will,  in  time,  not  be  adequate.  The  promises  are  so  enticing,  however, 
that  considerable  patronage  is  given  them,  to  the  detriment  of  older  and  better 
Orders  that  have  demonstrated  their  right  to  existence  by  honorable  treatment  of 
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members  and  the  adoption  of  adequate  rates.  The  only  solution  seems  to  be  a 
sutute  requirement  in  each  State,  fixing  the  minimum  standard  to  which  a 
society  incorporating  or  newly  entering  must  conform.  Such  a  condition  would 
make  it  impossible  for  these  irresponsible  concerns  to  operate,  and  yet  impose 
no  hardship  upon  the  bona- fide  enterprises  that  were  intelligently  and  properly 
managed.  Without  the  lever  of  ** cheapness''  to  entice  the  public,  the  main 
reason  for  patronage  is  lost;  and  without  this  advantage  the  starting  of  such 
enterprises  would  be  so  difficult  that  none  would  be  attempted  unless  there  was 
a  manifest  demapd  for  it,  in  which  case  the  requirement  of  adequate  rates  would 
be  a  source  of  strength,  and  aid  the  work  rather  than  retard  it. 

In  conclusion  we  may  summarize  as  follows : 

There  is  no  necessity  at  present  for  more  extended  supervision  of  existing 
societies. 

That  societies  newly  incorporating  or  entering  new  territory,  be  required  to 
conform  to  such  minimum  standard  as  this  Congress  may  determine  to  be 
adequate. 
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UNIFORM  BILL 


AN    ACT    REGULATING   FRATERNAL   BENEFICIARY    SOCIETIES, 
ORDERS  OR  ASSOCIATIONS. 

RECOMMENDED   BY   THE   NATIONAL  FRATERNAL   CONGRESS,    AS  AMENDED   AT 
ITS  ELEVENTH   ANNUAL  SESSION,    OCTOBER,    1897. 

Section  1.  A  fraternal  beneficiary  association  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
corporation,  society  or  voluntary  association,  formed  or  organized  and  car- 
ried on  for  the  sole  benefit  of  its  members  and  their  beneficiaries,  and  not  for 
profit.  Each  association  shall  have  a  lodge  system,  with  ritualistic  form  of 
work  and  representative  form  of  government,  and  shall  make  provision  for 
the  payment  of  benefits  in  case  of  death,  and  may  make  provision  for  the 
payment  of  benefits  in  case  of  sickness,  temporary  or  permanent  physical 
disability,  either  as  the  result  of  disease,  accident  or  old  age,  provided  the 
period  in  life  at  which  payment  of  physical  disability  benefits  on  account  of 
old  age  commences,  shall  not  be  under  seventy  (70)  years,  subject  to  their 
compliance  with  its  constitution  and  laws.  The  fund,  from  which  the  pay- 
ment of  such  benefits  shall  be  made,  and  the  fund  from  which  the  expenses 
of  such  association  shall  be  defrayed,  shall  be  derived  from  assessments  or 
dues  collected  from  its  members  Payment  of  death  benefits  shall  be  to  the 
families,  heirs,  blood  relatives,  affianced  husband  or  affianced  wife  of,  or  to 
persons  dependent  upon  the  member.  Such  associations  shall  be  governed 
by  this  Act,  and  shall  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  insurance  laws  of 
this  State,  and  no  law  hereafter  passed  shall  apply  to  them  unless  they  be 
expressly  designated  therein.  Any  such  fraternal  beneficial  association  may 
create,  maintain,  disburse  and  apply  a  reserve  or  emergency  fund  in  accord- 
ance with  its  constitution  or  by-laws. 

Sec.  2.  All  such  associations  coming  within  the  description  as  set  forth 
in  Section  1  of  this  Act,  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  or  any  other  State, 
province  or  territory,  and  now  doing  business  in  this  State,  may  continue 
such  business,  provided  that  they  hereafter  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  regulating  annual  reports  and  the  designation  of  the  Commissioner 
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of  Insurance  as  the  person  upon  whom  process  may  be  served  as  hereinafter 
provided. 

Sec.  8.  Any  such  association  coming  within  the  description  as  set  forth  in 
Section  1  of  this  Act,  organized  under  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  province  or 
territory,  and  not  now  doing  business  in  this  State,  shall  be  admittted  to  do 
business  within  this  State  when  it  shall  have  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Insurance  a  duly  certified  copy  of  its  charter  and  articles  of  association,  and 
a  copy  of  its  constitution  or  laws,  certified  to  by  its  secretary  or  correspond- 
ing officer,  together  with  an  appointment  of  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance 
ol  this  State  as  a  person  upon  whom  process  may  be  served  as  hereinafter 
provided ;  and  provided  that  such  association  shall  be  shown  to  be  author- 
ized to  do  business  in  the  State,  province  or  territory  in  which  it  is  incorpor- 
ated or  organized,  in  case  the  laws  of  such  State,  province  or  territory  shall 
provide  for  such  authorization  ;  and  in  case  the  laws  of  such  State,  province 
or  territory  do  not  provide  for  any  formal  authorization  to  do  business  on  the 
part  of  such  association,  then  such  association  shall  be  shown  to  be  conduct- 
ing its  business  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  for  which  pur- 
pose the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  of  this  State  may  personally,  or  by  some 
person  to  be  designated  by  him.  examine  into  the  condition,  affairs,  charac- 
ter and  business  methods,  accounts,  books  and  investments  of  such  associa- 
tion at  its  home  office,  which  examination  shall  be  at  the  expense  of  such 
association,  and  shall  be  made  within  thirty  days  after  demand  thereof,  and 
the  expense  of  such  examination  shall  be  limited  to  $50. 

Sec.  4.  Every  such  association  doing  business  in  this  State  shall,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  March  of  each  year,  make  and  file  with  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Insurance  of  this  State  a  report  of  its  affairs  and  operations  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  on  the  81st  day  of  December  immediately  preceding, 
which  annual  report  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  reports  required  by  any 
other  law.  Such  reports  shall  be  upon  blank  forms  to  be  provided  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Insurance,  or  may  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  shall 
be  verified  under  oath  by  the  duly  authorized  officers  of  such  association,  and 
shall  be  published,  or  the  substance  thereof,  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Insurance  under  a  separate  part  entitled  **  FRATERNAL 
BENEFICIARY  ASSOCIATIONS."  and  shall  contain  answers  to  the  fol- 
lowing questions  : 

1.  Number  of  certificates  issued  during  the  year,  or  members  admitted. 

2.  Amount  of  indemnity  effected  thereby. 

3.  Number  of  losses  or  benefit  liabilities  incurred. 

4.  Number  of  losses  or  benefit  liabilities  paid. 

5.  The  amount  received  from  each  assessment  for  the  year. 
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6.  Total  amount  paid  members,  beneficiaries,  legal  representatives  or 
heirs 

7.  Number  and  kind  of  claims  for  which  assessments  have  been  made. 

8.  Number  and  kind  of  claims  compromised  or  resisted,  and  brief  state- 
ment of  reasons. 

9.  Does  association  charge  annual  or  other  periodical  dues  or  admission 
fees  ? 

10.  Uow  much  on  each  one  thousand  dollars,  annually  or  per  capita,  as 
the  case  may  be. 

11.  Total  amount  received,  from  what  source,  and  the  disposition  thereof. 

12.  Total  amount  of  salaries  paid  to  officers. 

13.  Does  association  guarantee,  in  its  certificates,  fixed  amounts  to  be 
paid,  regardless  of  amount  realized  from  assessments,  dues,  admission  fees 
and  donations  ? 

14.  If  so.  state  amount  guaranteed,  and  the  security  of  such  guaranty. 

15.  Has  the  association  a  reserve  fund  ? 

16.  If  so,  how  is  it  created,  and  for  what  purpose,  the  amount  thereof, 
and  how  invested  ? 

17.  Has  the  association  more  than  one  class? 

18.  If  so,  how  many,  and  the  amount  of  indemnity  in  each  ? 

19.  Number  of  members  in  each  class 

20.  If  voluntary,  so  state,  and  give  date  of  organization. 

21.  If  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  under  what  law  and  at 
what  time  ;  giving  chapter  and  year  and  date  of  the  passage  of  the  Act. 

22.  If  organized  under  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  province  or  territory, 
state  such  fact  and  the  date  of  organization,  giving  chapter  and  year  and 
date  of  passage  of  the  Act. 

28.  Number  of  certificates  of  beneficiary  membership  lapsed  during  the 
year. 

24.  Number  in  force  at  beginning  and  end  of  year ;  if  more  than  one 
class,  number  in  each  class. 

25  Names  and  addresses  of  its  president,  secretar}*  and  treasurer,  or 
corresponding  officers. 

The  Commissioner  of  Insurance  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  address 
any  additional  inquiries  to  any  such  association  in  relation  to  its  doings  or 
condition,  or  any  other  matter  connected  with  its  transactions  relative  to  the 
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business  contemplated  by  this  Act,  and  such  officers  of  such  association  as 
the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  may  require  shall  promptly  reply  in  writing, 
under  oath,  to  all  such  inquiries. 

Sec.  5.  Each  such  association  now  doing  or  hereafter  admitted  to  do  bus- 
iness within  this  State  and  not  having  its  principal  office  within  this  State, 
and  not  being  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  shall  appoint  in  writ- 
ing the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  and  his  successors  in  office  to  be  its  true 
and  lawful  attorney,  upon  whom  all  lawful  process  in  any  action  or  pro- 
ceeding against  it  must  be  served,  and  in  such  writing  shall  agree  that  any 
lawful  process  against  it  which  is  served  on  said  attorney  shall  be  of  the 
same  legal  force  and  validity  as  if  served  upon  the  association,  and  that  the 
authority  shall  continue  in  force  so  long  as  any  liability  remains  outstand- 
ing in  this  State.  Copies  of  such  certificate,  certified  by  said  Commissioner 
of  Insurance,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  evidence  thereof,  and  shall  be  admit- 
ted in  evidence  with  the  same  force  and  effect  as  the  original  thereof  might 
be  admitted.  Service  upon  such  attorney  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  service 
upon  such  association.  When  legal  process  against  such  association  is  served 
upon  said  Commissioner  of  Insurance,  he  shall  immediately  notify  the  asso- 
ciation of  such  service  by  letter,  prepaid  and  directed  to  its  secretary  or  cor- 
responding officer,  and  shall,  within  two  days  after  such  service,  forward  in 
the  same  manner  a  copy  of  the  process  served  on  him  to  such  officer.  The 
plaintiff  in  such  process  so  served  shall  pay  to  the  Commissioner  of  Insur- 
ance at  the  time  of  such  service  a  fee  of  $8.00,  which  shall  be  recovered  by 
him  assart  of  the  taxable  costs,  if  he  prevails  in  the  suit.  The  Commis- 
sioner of  Insurance  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  processes  served  upon  him, 
which  record  shall  show  the  day  and  hour  when  such  service  was  made. 

Sec.  6.  The  Commissioner  of  Insurance  of  this  State  shall,  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  any  association  having  the  right  to  do  business  within  this  State, 
as  provided  by  this  Act,  issue  to  such  association  a  permit  in  writing  authoriz- 
ing such  association  to  do  business  within  this  Slate,  for  which  certificate 
and  all  proceedings  in  connection  therewith  such  association  shall  pay  to 
said  Commissioner  the  fee  of  $5.00. 

Sec.  7.  (Here  provide  by  one  or  more  sections  for  the  incorporation  of 
similar  associations,  in  accordance  with  the  practices  and  usages  of  your 
State  in  regard  to  forming  corporations.  In  all  cases  of  the  formation  of  an 
association  it  should  be  provided  that  the  constitution,  laws  and  methods  of 
doing  business  should  be  submitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance  or 
Court  of  Record,  or  the  Secretary  of  State  for  approval  before  a  certificate  of 
incorporation  is  issued.  Safeguards  should  be  thrown  around  the  formation 
of  such  associations,  so  that  no  speculative  or  fraudulent  association  may 
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get  a  footing  in  the  State.  It  might  be  well  to  make  provision  for  the  rein- 
corporation of  existing  associations  under  these  sections  at  the  option  of  such 
associations.) 

Sec.  8.  Such  association  shall  not  employ  paid  agents  in  soliciting  or  pro- 
curing members,  except  in  the  organization  or  building  up  of  subordinate 
bodies  or  granting  members  inducements  to  procure  new  members. 

Sec  9.  No  contract  with  any  such  association  shall  be  valid  when  there 
is  a  contract,  agreement  or  understanding  between  the  member  and  the 
beneficiary,  that  the  beneficiary  or  any  person  for  him  shall  pay  such  mem- 
ber's assessments  or  dues,  or  either  of  them. 

Sec.  10.  The  money  or  other  benefit,  charity,  relief  or  aid  to  be  paid,  pro- 
vided or  rendered  by  any  association  authorized  to  do  business  under  this 
Act  shall  not  be  liable  to  attachment  by  trustee,  garnishee  or  other  process,  and 
shall  not  be  seized,  taken,  appropriated  or  applied  by  any  legal  or  equitable 
process,  or  by  operation  of  law,  to  pay  any  debt  or  liability  of  a  certificate 
holder  or  of  any  beneficiary  named  in  a  certificate,  or  any  person  who  may 
have  any  right  thereunder. 

Sec.  11.  Any  such  association  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  State  may 
provide  for  the  meetings  of  its  legislative  or  governing  body  in  any  other 
State,  province  or  territory,  wherein  such  associations  shall  have  subordinate 
bodies,  and  all  business  transacted  at  such  meetings  shall  be  valid  in  all 
respects,  as  if  such  meetings  were  held  within  this  State,  and  where  the  laws 
of  any  such  association  provide  for  the  election  of  its  oflicers  by  votes  to  be 
cast  in  its  subordinate  bodies,  the  votes  so  cast  in  its  subordinate  bodies  in 
any  other  State,  province  or  territory  shall  be  valid  as  if  cast  within  this 
State. 

Sec.  12.  Any  person,  oflScer,  member  or  examining  physician  who  shall 
knowingly  or  willfully  make  any  false  or  fraudulent  statement  or  representa- 
tion in  or  with  reference  to  any  application  for  membership,  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  any  money  or  benefit  in  any  association  transacting  busi- 
ness under  this  Act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $100,  nor  more  than  $500,  or 
imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  not  less  than  thirty  days  nor  more  than 
one  year,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court ;  and  any  person  who  shall 
willfully  make  a  false  statement  of  any  material  fact  or  thing  in  a  sworn 
statement  as  to  the  death  or  disability  of  a  certificate  holder  in  any  such  as- 
sociation for  the  purpose  of  procuring  payment  of  a  benefit  named  in  the 
certificate  of  such  holder,  and  any  person  who  shall  willfully  make  any  false 
statement  in  any  verified  report  or  declaration  under  oath  required  or  au- 
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ihorized  by  this  Act,  shall  be  guilty  of  perjury,  and  shall  be  proceeded 
against  and  punished  as  provided  by  the  statutes  of  this  State  in  relation  to 
the  crime  of  perjury. 

Sec.  18.  Any  such  association  refusing  or  neglecting  to  make  the  report, 
as  provided  in  this  Act,  shall  be  excluded  from  doing  business  within 
this  State.  Said  Commissioner  of  Insurance  must,  within  sixty  days  after 
failure  to  make  such  report,  or  in  case  any  such  association  shall  exceed  its 
powers  or  shall  conduct  its  business  fraudulently,  or  shall  fail  to  comply 
with  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Attorney 
General,  who  shall  immediately  commence  an  action  against  any  such  asso- 
ciation to  enjoin  the  same  from  carrying  on  any  business.  And  no  injunc- 
tion against  any  such  association  shall  be  granted  by  any  court  except  on 
application  by  the  Attorney  General,  at  the  request  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Insurance,  whether  the  State  or  a  member  or  other  party  seeks  relief.  No 
association  so  enjoined  shall  have  authority  to  continue  business  until  such 
report  shall  be  made,  or  overt  act  or  violations  complained  of  shall  have  been 
corrected,  nor  until  the  costs  of  such  action  be  paid  by  it,  provided  the  court 
shall  find  that  such  association  was  in  default  as  charged,  whereupon  the 
Commissioner  of  Insurance  shall  reinstate  such  association,  and  not  until 
then  shall  such  association  be  allowed  to  again  do  business  in  this  State. 
Any  officer,  agent  or  person  acting  for  any  association  or  subordinate  body 
thereof,  within  this  State,  while  such  association  shall  be  so  enjoined  or  pro- 
hibited from  doing  business  pursuant  to  this  Act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
less  than  $25  nor  more  than  $200,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for 
not  less  than  thirty  days  nor  more  than  one  year,  or  by  both  such  fine  and 
imprisonment,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sbc.  14.  Any  person  who  shall  act  within  this  State  as  an  officer,  agent,  or 
otherwise,  for  any  association,  which  shall  have  failed,  neglected  or  refused 
to  comply  with,  or  shall  have  violated  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or 
shall  have  failed  or  neglected  to  procure  from  the  Commissioner  of  Insur- 
ance proper  certificate  of  authority  to-transact  business,  as  provided  for  by 
this  Act,  shall  be  .subject  to  the  penalty  provided  in  the  last  preceding  sec- 
lion  for  the  misdemeanor  therein  specified. 

Sec.  16.  (  Here  insert  suitable  provision  for  the  repeal  of  laws  inconsist- 
ent with  this  Act,  and  exercise  sufficient  precaution  to  prevent  such  repeal 
from  making  this  Act  apply  to  or  affect  grand  or  subordinate  lodges  of  Ma- 
sons, Odd  Fellows  or  similar  orders,  or  any  association  not  working  on  the 
lodge  system  which  limits  its  certificate  holders  to  a  particular  class,  or  to 
the  employment  of  a  particular  town  or  city,  designated  firm,  business 
house  or  corporation.) 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  LAWS. 


AS    AMENDED   AT    THE    TWELFTH    ANNUAL   SESSION   OF  THE 
CONGRESS,  NOVEMBER,   1898. 

First.     This  Association  shall  be  known  as  the  National  Fraternal  Congress. 

Second.  Its  objects  are  hereby  declared  to  be  the  uniting  permanently  of  all 
legitimate  fraternal  benefit  societies  for  the  purposes  of  mutual  information, 
benefit  and  protection.  Its  membership  shall  be  composed  of  its  officers,  stand- 
ing committees  and  representatives  as  follows  : 

Third,  Each  society  of  2,000  members  shall  be  entitled  to  one  representative, 
and  for  each  additional  40,000  members,  or  fraction  of  40,000  over  dO,000,  an 
additional  representative,  and  the  chief  medical  examiners  of  each  society,  who 
are  members  of  the  Congress.  At  any  meeting  when  a  test  ballot  or  vote  shall 
be  required,  and  any  society  not  fully  represented,  the  representative  or  repre- 
sentatives present  shall  be  authorized  to  cast  the  full  vote  to  which  his  or  their 
Order  may  be  entitled.  When  a  representative  is  also  a  member  of  a  committee, 
or  a  chief  medical  examiner,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  only  one  vote,  and  that  as 
representative  ;  but  otherwise  each  officer,  chief  medical  examiner  and  member 
of  a  committee  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote. 

A  call  of  the  roll  shall  be  had  on  any  question  pending  before  the  Congress, 
upon  a  demand  made  and  seconded  byten  members  of  the  Congress,  represent- 
ing at  least  five  different  Orders. 

Fourth.  No  fraternal  society,  order  or  association  shall  be  entitled  to  rep- 
resentation in  this  Congress,  unless  such  society,  order  or  association  be  formed 
or  organized  and  carried  on  for  the  sole  benefit  of  its  members  and  their  bene- 
ficiaries, and  not  for  profit,  having  a  lodge  system,  with  ritualistic  form  of  work 
and  representative  form  of  government,  and  making  provision  for  the  payment 
of  benefits  in  case  of  death  (with  provision,  if  its  laws  so  provide,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  benefits  in  case  of  sickness,  temporary  or  physical  disability,  either  as 
the  result  of  disease,  accident  or  old  age,  provided  the  period  in  life  at  which 
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payment  of  disability  benefits  on  account  oi  old  age  commences  shall  not  be 
under  seventy  years),  the  fund  for  the  payment  of  such  benefits  and  the  expen- 
ses of  such  association  being  derived  from  assessments  or  dues  collected  from 
its  members,  and  death  benefits  payable  to  the  families,  heirs,  blood  relatives, 
affianced  husband  or  affianced  wife  of,  or  persons  dependent  on  the  member ; 
these  principles  being  an  obligated  duty  on  all  members,  to  be  discharged 
without  compensati  in  or  pecuniary  reward,  the  general  membership  attending 
to  the  general  business  of  the  order,  and  a  fratefnal  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
each  othei,  a  duty  taught,  rec  gnized  and  practiced  as  a  motive  and  bond  of 
organization. 

Fifth.  The  reports  of  the  officers  shall  be  sent  to  the  secretary,  at  least  thirty 
(30)  days  prior  to  the  assembling  of  the  Congress,  and  the  same  shall  be  printed 
under  his  supervision  :  and  printed  copies  shall  be  sent  to  each  accredited 
member  of  the  Congress. 

Its  officers  shall  be  as  follows : 

President. 

Vice-President. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer  (who  shall  be  ex-officio  secretary  of  each  standing 
committee). 

Who  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  session  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes 
cast. 

Sixth,  The  standing  committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  shall  be  as  follows : 

(1)  On  Constitution  and  Laws,  nine  members. 

(2)  On  Statutory  Legislation,  thirteen  members. 
(8)    On  Credentials  and  Finance,  seven  members. 

(4)  On  Statistics  and  Good  of  the  Orders,  seven  members. 

(5)  On  Fraternal  Press,  nine  members. 

(6)  On  Jurisprudence,  seven  members,  who  shall  be  lawyers. 

(7)  On  Medical  Examinations,  to  be  composed  of  the  Medical-Examiners-in- 
Chief  of  the  several  societies  represented  in  the  Congress,  which  shall  meet  one 
day  in  advahce  of  the  regular  session  of  the  Congress. 

The  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  shall  have  power  and  discretion  to 
select  sub-committees  in  the  everal  states  and  provinces  from  societies  repre- 
sented in  this  Congress,  or  it  may  organize  auxiliary  associations  of  this  Con- 
gress to  promote  and  properly  guard  uniform  statutory  legislation,  but  such 
association  shall  be  organized  and  conducted  without  expense  to  this  Congress, 
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and  to  do  whatever  is  advisable,  in  their  judgment,  to  protect  the  interests  of 
any  society  in  this  Congress  when  unjustly  attacked  by  the  courts  or  aatborities 
in  any  state. 

In  any  sute  or  province  where  such. associations  may  be  organized  it  shall  be 
composed  of  representatives  from  the  societies  transacting  business  in  such  State 
or  province,  which  are  alTiliated  with  this  Congress. 

Any  such  auxiliary  associations  shall  be  organized,  so  far  as  may  be  practi- 
cable, with  a  corps  of  officers  similar  to  those  of  this  body,  and  it  shall  be  entitled 
to  one  representative  in  this  Fraternal  Congress. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Statutory  Legislation  to  prepare  an 
accurate  and  concise  digest  of  all  the  sUtutes  of  the  states  and  provinces,  relat- 
ing to  fraternal  benefit  societies,  and  present  the  same  to  the  Congress  ;  also  in 
like  manner  to  prepare  and  present  from  year  to  year,  similar  digests  of  new 
statutes  and  of  changes  in  legislation.  All  such  digests  shall  be  printed  in  the 
Journal. 

The  elective  officers  shall  constitute  the  executive  committee. 

Seventh.  This  Congress  shall  meet  annually  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  Au- 
gust, at  such  place  as  may  be  selected  at  the  next  preceding  regular  session. 
The  Congress  shall  pay  the  actual  expenses  incurred  by  the  officers  and  chair- 
men of  standing  committees  resulting  from  their  attendance,  provided  they  shall 
not  be  sent  to  the  Congress  as  representatives  of  their  respective  Orders. 

Eighth,  The  annual  fee  for  membership  shall  be  thirty-five  dollars  ($85.00) 
for  each  society  represented  in  this  Congress  having  5,000  members  or  less  ;  and 
for  each  additional  5,000  members,  or  fractional  part  thereof,  an  additional  sum 
of  five  dollars  (|5.00) ;  but  such  membership  fee  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150.00). 

Ninth.  This  constitution  can  only  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of 
the  members  present  at  any  meeting. 

Tenth,  The  distinctive  features  of  a  Fraternal  Benefit  Society  are  hereby 
declared  to  be : 

Ist.  The  lodge  system. 

2d.  Represesentative  government. 

8d.  Ritualistic  work. 

4th.     Fraternal  assistance  to  living  members  in  sickness  or  destitution. 

5th.  The  payments  of  benefits  to  living  members  for  total  and  physical 
disability. 
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6th.  The  payments  of  benefits  at  the  death  of  the  members,  to  the  families, 
heirs,  blood  relatives  or  dependents  of  such  deceased  member. 

And  it  is  hereby  declared  as  the  sense  of  this  Fraternal  Congress,  that  no 
society  whose  distinctive  features  do  not  conform  hereto  is  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  the  Congress  or  entitled  to  be  classified  as  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies. 
We  repudiate  the  speculative  societies,  whose  chief  aim  is  to  pay  sums  of  money 
CO  members  during  life,  without  regard  to  distress  or  physical  disability ;  and 
declare  that  the  aims  of  such  societies  are  entirely  opposed  to  the  principles 
upon  which  the  Fraternal  Beneficiary  Societies  are  founded,  and  by  virtue  of 
which  they  exist. 
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DELEGATES  TO  THE  SESSION  OF  1898. 


American  Benefit  Society. 

Charles^H.  Burr,  M.  D Boston,  Mass 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Daniel  T.  Buzzell,   M.  D Wilmington,  Mass. 


American  Guild. 

S.  Galeski Richmond,  Va. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Jos.  A.  White Richmond,  Va. 


American  Legion  of  Honor. 

Adam  Warnock. ...   200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 

F.  O.  Downes 200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Alfred  J.  Carr Baltimore,  Md . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  F.  Bush,  M   D 200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids. 

E.  S.  McClintock Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med    Ex.  C   S.  McClintock,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 


Ancient  Order  of  United  IVorkmen. 

W.  S    Robson La  Grange,  Tex. 

H.  C.  Sessions Sioux  Falls.  S.  Dak. 

J.  C.  Bickford Manchester.  N.  H. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  D.  H.  Shields.  M.  D Hannibal,  Mo. 


Catholic  Benevolent  Legion. 

Robert  H.  Goldsmith Baltimore,  Md. 

Alfred  V.  Harding New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  G.  R.  Kuhn,  M.  D 122  Clinton  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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Catholic  Relief  and  Benefit  AssoHmtion, 

Thomas  H.  O'Neill 120  Genesee  St..  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  F.  W.  Maloney,  M.  D 882  West  Ave.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


Chosen  Friends, 

William  B.  Wilson Newark,  N.  J. 

Howard  H.  Morse 10  Wall  St.,  New  York  City.  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  Jameson,  M.  D 28  E.  Ohio  St..  Indianapolis,  Ind. 


Degree  of  Honor,  A.  O.  U.  W, 

Ginevra  L.  Miller 4146  W.  Belle  Place.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  E.  B.  Perkins,  M.  D Ashland,  Wis. 


Empire  Knights  of  Relief. 

A.  P.  Burkhart Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  P.  A.  McCrea Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Fraternal  Aid  Association. 

Lewis  A   Ryder Topeka,  Kan. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  A.  J.  Anderson,  M.  D Lawrence,  Kan. 

Fraternal  Legion. 
Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  W.  P.  Bates,  M.  D 1880  Madison  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Fraternal  Mystic  Circle. 

W.  H.  Snyder Philadelphia.  Pa. 

E.  N.  Haag Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  F.  S.  Wagenhals,  M.  D Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Fraternal  Tribunes. 

W.  C.  Galloway Aledo,  111. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  A.  L.  Craig.  M.  D 
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Fraternal  Union  of  America, 

F.  F.  Roose Omaha,  Neb. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  S.  F.  McDermuth,  M.  D Denver.  Col. 

Golden  Chain, 

John  C.   Simering Baltimore,  Md. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Fuller  Waters,  M.  D Baltimore,  Md. 

Home  Circle, 

W.  E.  Wood Utica,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  E.  Waterman,  M.  D 252  Newbury  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs, 

Samuel  H.  Tattersall Heptasophs  Bldg.,  Baltimore,  Md . 

Harry  Goldman Baltimore,  Md . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D 1801  Madison  Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Independent  Order  of  Foresters, 

George  A.  Harper Toronto,  Ont.,  Can. 

Albert  E.  Stevenson 6486  Kimbark  Ave.,  Chicago,  III. 

H.  A.  Collins Toronto.  Ont.,  Can. 

Dr.  Charles  G.  Frowert 289  N.  12th  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Elliott  G.  Stevenson Detroit,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  T.  Millman,  M.  D Toronto,  Ont ,  Can. 

Iowa  Legion  of  Honor, 

Charles  R.  Clark Montezuma,  la. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  S.  Chase,  M.  D Waterloo,  la. 

Knights  of  the  Golden  Rule. 

S.  M.  Bernhard Louisville,  Ky . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  S.  E.  H.  Tyler Louisville,  Ky . 

Knights  of  Honor, 
James  O.  Pierce Minneapolis,  Minn. 

A.  R.  Savage Auburn,  Me. 

B.  F.  Nelson St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  C.  Dalton,  M.  D St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security, 

W.  B.  Kirk|)atrick Topcka,  Kan. 

J.  M.  Wallace Topeka.  Kan. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  A.  Warner,  M.  D Topeka,  Kan. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Gclden  Star, 

Rev.  S.  P.  Lacey 722  Broad  St.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Fredk.  W.  Duncker,  M.  D 722  Broad  St..  Newark,  N.  J. 

Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

Thomas  Watson Port  Huron,  Mich . 

Thomas  H.  Lawry Oakdale,  Pa. 

H.  M.  Parker Elyria,  Ohio. 

D.  D.  Aitkin Flint,  Mich. 

James  B.  McDannell Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

J.  D.  Long  Detroit,  Mich . 

Emma  S   Olds Norwalk,  Ohio. 

Frances  E.  Burns St.  Louis,  Mich . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  M.  H.  Danforth.  M.  D Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside. 

E.  B.  Pfost Kansas  City,  Kan. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  E.  Clark Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard. 

Edwin  O.  Wood Flint,   Mich. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Orson  Millard,  M.  D Flint,   Mich. 

Ladies^  Catholic  Benevolent  Association. 

Mary  E.  McGuire Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  McGuirk 80  Joralemon  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Frank  Connolly,  M.  D 82  Congress  St.,  Newark,  N.  J . 

Legion  of  the  Red  Cross. 

P^terB.  Ayers Wilmington,  Del. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  H.  Patterson,  M.  D 828  West  St.,  Wilmington,  Del. 
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Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association. 

P.  H.  Charlock Elizabeth,  N.  J . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Theodore  F.  Morris,  M.  D Belviderc.  N.  J . 


Modern    Woodmen  of  America. 

William  A.  Norlhcolt Greenville.  111. 

Jasper  N.  Reece Springfield,  III. 

Charies  W.  Hawes Rock  Island,  III. 

Adolphus  R .  Talbot Lincoln,  Neb . 

Benjamin  D.  Smith '. . . .  M ankato,  Minn. 

Marvin  Quackenbush Dundee,  111 . 

John  W.White Rock  Falls,  III. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  A.McCollum,  M.  D.,  408  Masonic  Temp.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


National  Aid  Association, 

Alonzo  Wardall Topeka,   Kan . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex. 


National  Reserve  Association. 

F.  W.  Sears Kanias  City,  Mo. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  T.  Craig,  M.  D Kansas  City,  Mo. 


National  Union. 

J.  W.  Myers Box  82,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

H.  H.  Cabanisi Ca.  Atlanta  Journal,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  M.  R.  Brown 84  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  III. 


New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

Lucius  P.  Demming New  Haven,  Conn . 

George  H.  Howard Cambridge,  Mass . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Herbert  A.  Chase,  M.  D 43  Milk  St..  Boston,  Mass. 


Order  United  Friends. 

John  G.  H.  Meyers 150  Nassau  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Herbert  G.  Jones,  M.   D Utica.  N.  Y. 
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Protected  Home  Circle. 

W.  S.  Palmer Sharon,  Pa. 

A.  W.  Williams Sharon,  Pa. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Dr.  Salcn  Heilman Sharon,  Pa. 

Royal  Arcanum. 

W.  O.  Robson Station  A.,  Box  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 

J    M.  McKinstry 619  Society  for  Savings.  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

A.  C.  Salmon 119  Montague  St.,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

S.  U.  Trent 98  Diamond  St.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

W.  Holt  Apgar 182  East  State  St.,  Trenton,  N.  J . 

Edson  M.  Schryver 18  W.  Saratoga  St.,  Baltimore,  Md . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Sanford  Hanscom,  M.  D. East  Somerville,  Mass. 

Royal  League. 

Chas.  E.  Piper 1603  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  III. 

C.  C.  Linthicum  1300  Monodnock  Building,  Chicago,  111 . 

Chas.  E.  Bonnell 1608  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  111. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  K.  Harrison,  M.  D 1608  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  111. 

Royal  Neighbors  of  America. 

Eliza  D.  Watt Omaha,  Neb. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Susan  G.  Snyder,  M.  D Council  Bluffs,  la. 

Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows. 

John  Mulligan Yonkers,  N.  Y . 

J.  H.  McGregor,  M.  D Montague,  Me. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  G.  Weaver,  M.  D Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

Royal  Templars  of  Temperance. 

Lee  R.  Sanborn 43  Niagara  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Esbon  B.  Rew Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  W.  Grosvenor 118  Plymouth  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

The  Royal  Highlanders. 

A.  R.  Talbot Lincoln,  Neb. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  A.  Goodwin,  M.  D Aurora,  Neb. 
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Select  Friends. 
Sup.  Med.  Ex.  C.  A.  Van  Velier,  M.  D Fort  Scott,  Kan. 


Shield  of  Honor, 

Dr.  Edwin  G.  Hawkes Philadelphia^  Pa. 

James  H.  Livingston Baltimore,  Md . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  F.  J.  Martenei,  M.  D , Baltimore,  Md. 


Supreme  Court  of  Honor, 

J.  E.  White,  M.  D Urbaoa,  111. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  F.  Myers,  M.  D Rock  Island,  »I11. 


Supreme  Lodge,  Order  Mutual  Protection, 

G.  Del  Vecchio Room  810,  269  Dearborn  St.»  Chicago,  111 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  W.  K.  Harrison.  M.  D 53  Waltham  Place,  Chicago,  111. 


Supreme   Tribe  Ben-Hut. 

D.  W.  Gerard ^. . Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  F.  Davidson.  M.  D Crawfordsville,  Ind. 


United  Order  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

Henry  S.  Treadwell Boston.  Mass. 

J.  Scully  Taft Keenc,  N.  H. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Emory  L.  White,  M.  D Somerville,  Mass. 


United  Order  of  the  Golden   Cross, 

Fessenden  I.  Day Lfcwiston,  Maine . 

W.  R.  Cooper Knoxville,  Tenn . 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  J.  D.  Young,  M.  D Sution  X,  Boston,  Mass. 


Woodmen  of  the   World. 

Joseph  Cullen  Root Omaha,  Neb. 

John  T.  Yates Omaha,  Neb. 

Sup.  Med.  Ex.  Jas.  Masson.  M.  D 1708  Edmondson  Ave..  Baltimore,  Md. 
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OFFICERS  AND  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

For  the  Year  1898-99. 


OFFICERS. 


D.  E.  Stevens,  President 1328  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Oronhyatekha,  M.  D.,   Vice-President Toronto,  Ont. 

M.  W.  Sackett,  Secretaty- Treasurer Meadville,  Pa. 

Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lacey,  Chaplain Newark,  N.  J. 

COMMITTEES. 

Constituiion   and  Laws. 

J.  E.  Shepard,  Chairman,  Lawrence,  Mass Past  President. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Pcabody,  Kansas Past  President. 

A.  R.  Savage,  Auburn,  Maine Past  President. 

J.  W.  Goheen,  Philadelphia,  Pa Knights  of  Honor. 

Julius  M.  Swain.  120  Tremont  St. ,  Boston,  Mass Home  Circle. 

Miss  Bina  M.  West,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees . 

S.  H.  Tattersall,  Baltimore,  Md Heptasophs. 

E.  S.  McClintock,  Topeka,  Kansas Ancient  Order  of  Pyramids. 

Miss  Marguerite  McCutcheon,  Washington,  D.  C Order  of  Golden  Cross. 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Burns,  St.  Louis,  Mich Maccabees 

Statutory   Legislation, 

John  Haskell  Butler,  Cb'n,  244  Washington  St.,  Boston,  Mass.. Past  President. 

John  W.  White,  Rock  Falls,  111 Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

John  Mulligan,  Yonkers,  N.  Y Knights  of  Honor. 

J.  G.  H.  Meyers,  New  York,   N.  Y Order  of  United  Friends. 

E.  G.  Stevenson,  Detroit,  Mich .  I.  O.  Foresters. 

W.  S.  Linton,  Saginaw,  Mich Maccabees. 

J.  S.  McKinstry,  Soc.  of  Sav.  Bldg.,  Cleveland,  Ohio Royal  Arcanum. 

A.  L.  Hereford,  Springfield,  111 Supreme  Court  of  Honor. 

J.  Scully  Taft,  Keene,  N.  H Pilgrim  Fathers. 

Wm.  G.  Morris,  835  W.  Lake  St.,  Chicago,  111 Chosen  Friends. 

James  H.  Livingston,  Baltimore,  Md Shield  of  Honor. 

Louis  A.  Steber,  St.  Louis,  Mo Chosen  Friends. 

James  O.  Pierce,  Minneapolis,  Minn Knights  of  Honor. 
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Credentials  and  Finance, 

John  J.  Acker,  Chairman,  Albany,  N.  Y Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Frank  N.  Gage,  128  La  Salle  St. ,  Chicago,  111 National  Union . 

J.  A.  McGillivray,  Forester's  Temple,  Toronto,  Ont I.  O.  Foresters 

Lee  R.  Sanborn,  48  W.  Eagle  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y . .  Royal  Tempi's  of  Temperance. 

George  H.  Howard,  Cambridge,  Mass New  England  Order  of  Protection. 

W   H.  Snyder,  Philadelphia,  Pa Fraternal  Mystic  Circle. 

John  G.  McGuire,  Brooklyn,  N   Y Catholic  Benevolent  Legion. 

E.  M.  Schryver,  Baltimore,  Md Royal  Arcanum 


Statistics  and  Good  of  the   Orders, 

D.  P   Markey,  Chairman,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Warner,  Topeka.  Kansas Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security. 

B.  F.  Nelson,  St.  Louis,  Mo Knights  of  Honor. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Hutchins,  Des  Moines,  la Iowa  Legion  of  Honor. 

F.  W.  Sears,  Kansas  City,  Mo National  Reserve  Association. 

W.  O.  Robson,  Boston,  Mass Royal  Arcanum. 

G.  Del  Vecchio,  Chicago,  III Supreme  Lodge,  Order  of  Mutual  Prot'n. 

Fratetnal  Press. 

Edwin  O.  Wood,  Chairman,  Flint,  Mich Knights  of  Loyal  Guard. 

D.  W.  Gerard,  Crawfordsville,  Ind Tribe  of  Ben-Hur. 

W.  S.  Palmer,  Sharon,  Pa Protected  Home  Circle. 

F.  O.  Downes.  Boston,  Mass American  Legion  of  Honor. 

Mrs.  Lillian  M.  Hollister,  Detroit,  Mich Maccabees. 

J.  W.  Myers,  Toledo.  Ohio National  Union. 

John  B.  Treibler,  Baltimore,  Md Legion  of  Red  Cross. 

Mrs.  Genevra  L.  Miller,  St.  Louis,  Mo Degree  of  Honor. 


Jurisprudence, 

W.   R.  Spooner,  Chairman,  43(5  E.  Il7th  St.,  New  York Past  President. 

S.  A.  Will,  Pittsburg,  Pa  ,  134  Fifth  Avenue Past  President. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Peabody,  Kansas Past  President. 

John  W.  While,  Rock  Falls,  111 Modem  Woodmen. 

J.  D   Clark,  Dayton,  Ohio Independent  Order  Foresters. 

W.  T.  Walker,  Minneapolis,  Minn Fraternal  Aid  Association. 

W.  S.  Robson,  La  Grange,  Texas  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 
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Jnturance  Commissioners*  Committee. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  Chairman,  Peabody,  Kansas.' Past  President. 

John  Haskell  Butler,  244  Washington  St,  Boston,  Mass Past  President. 

D.  E.  Stevens,  Cor.  Broad  and  Chestnut  Sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  .Past  President. 

Special  Committee  on   Rates. 

H.  C.  Sessions,  Ch'n,  Sioux  Falls.  So.  Dak. . .  .Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 

Frederick  A.  Draper,  No.  3  Oxford  St.,  Maiden,  Mass Home  Circle. 

D.  P.  Markey,  Port  Huron,  Mich Maccabees. 

James  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence,  Mass Past  President. 

Committee   on   Railroad  Rates. 

E  S.  McClintock,  Chairman,  Topeka,  Kansas Ancient  Order  Pyramids. 

C.  C.  Linthicum.  1200  Monodnock  Buildings,  Chicago,  111 Royal  League. 

Harry  Goldman,  Baltimore,  Md Hepusophs . 


MEDICAL   SECTION. 

Officers. 

J.  H.  Christian,  M.  D.,  Chaitman P.  O.  Box  806,  Baltimore,  M.  D. 

R.  E.  Moss,  M.  D.,  Vice-Ckaitman    Port  Huron.  Mich . 

T.  Millman.  M.  D.,  Secretary Toronto,  Ont. 

Executive  Committee  of  Medical  Section. 

Dr.  C.  A.  McCollum,  Chairman Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Dr.  O.  Millard Flint,  Mich. 

Dr.  S.  Hanscom East  Somerville,  Mass . 

Dr.  H.  Patterson Wilmington,  Del 

Dr.  J.  F.  Myers Rock  Island,  111. 


PRESS   SECTION. 

Officers 

F.  O.  Van  Galder,  President Sycamore,  111 . 

P.  D.  Stratton,  Vice-President Sharon,  Pa. 

Gilbert  Howell,  Secretary-  Treasurer Cleveland,  O . 
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Executive  Committee  of  Press  Section. 

D.  W.  Gerard,  Chairman Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

Miss  Bina  M.  West Port  Huron,  Mich. 

F.  W.  Stevens . .     Port  Huron,  Mich. 

M.  W.  Sackeit Meadvillc,  Pa. 

F.  O   Van  Galder,  ex-officio Sycamore,  III . 

Gilbert  Howell,  ex  officio Cleveland,  O. 


PAST    PRESIDENTS. 

Leroy  Andrus 1886-1887 Buflfalo,  N.  Y. 

John  Haskell  Butler 1887-1889 Boston,  Mass. 

D.  H.  Shields,  M.  D 1889-1890 Hannibal.  Mo. 

A.  R.  Savage 1890-1891 Auburn,  Me. 

Adam  Warnock 1891-1892 Boston,  Mass. 

M.  G.  Jcflfries 1892-1893 Jancsville,  Wis. 

N.  S.  Boynton 1893-1894 Port  Huron,  Mich. 

S.A.Will 1894-1895 Pittsburg,  Pa. 

W.  R.  Spooner 1895-1896 New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

J.  G.  Johnson 1896-1897 Peabody,  Kan. 

James  E.  Shepard 1897-1898 Lawrence,  Mass. 
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ORDERS  THAT  ARE   MEMBERS  OF   THE   NATIONAL 

FRATERNAL  CONGRESS,  WITH  NAMES  AND 

ADDRESSES  OF  SECRETARIES. 


American  Benefit  Society — N.  P.  Cormack,  2  Park  Square,  Boston,  Mass. 

American  Guild — S  Galeski,  Richmond,  Va. 

American  Legion  of  Honor — Adam  Warnock,  200  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Ancient  Order  of  the  Pyramids — A.  K.  Rodgers,  Topcka,  Kan. 

Ancient  Order  Uniied  Workmen — M.  W.  Sackett,  Meadville,  Pa. 

Catholic  Benevolent  Legion— John  D.  Carroll,  40-42 Court  St.,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Chosen  Friends — T.  B.  Linn,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Catholic  Relief  and  Benefit  Association— Thos.  H.  O'Neill,  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Empire  Knights  of  Relief — Emory  D.  Angell,  206  Morgan  Building,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. 

Fraternal  Aid  Association— M.  D.  Greenlee,  Lawrence,  Kan. 

Fraternal  Legion — M.  J.  Block,  541  Equitable  Bldg.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Fraternal  Mystic  Circle— W.  H.  Snyder,  1328  Chestnut  St.,   Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Fraternal  Union  of  America — John  L.  Handley,  Denver,  Col. 

Fraternal  Tribunes — O.  P.  Thompson,  Rock  Island,  III. 

Golden  Chain— A.  Stanley  Wier,  Fidelity  Bldg,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Home  Circle — Julius  M.  Swain,  120  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  * 

Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs — Samuel  H.  Taitersall,  Preston  and  Cathedral 
Sts.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Independent  Order  of  Foiesters — John  A.  McGillivray,  Cor.  Yonge  and  King 
Sts.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Iowa  Legion  of  Honor — J.  H.  Helm,  Box  58?,  Cedar  Rapids,  la. 

Knights  of  the  Golden  Rule— T.  J.  Smith,  216  W.  Fourth  St.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

Knights  of  Honor — B.  F.  Nelson,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security — J.  M.  Wallace,  Topeka,  Kan. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Golden  Star — Rev.  Samuel  P.  Lacey,  772  Broad 
St..  Newark,  N.  J. 
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Knights  of  the  Maccabees — N.  S.  Boynton,  cor.  Huron  Ave.  and  Bard  St., 
Port  Huron,  Mich. 

Knights  and  Ladies  of  the  Fireside— E.  B.  Pfost,  406  Commerce  Building, 
cor.  Tenth  and  Walnut  Sts  ,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Knights  of  the  Loyal  Guard— F.  H.  Rankin,  Flint.  Mich. 

Ladies'  Catholic  Benevolent  Association — Mrs.  James  A.  Royer,  415  W.  11th 
St.,  Erie,  Pa. 

Legion  of  the  Red  Cross— John  B.  Treibler,  Jr.,  1417  Hollins  St.,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

Loyal  Additional  Benefit  Association — Frank  S.  Peter,  104  Wayne  St.,  Jersey 
City,  N.  J. 

Modern  Woodmen  of  America — C   W.  Hawes,  Rock  Island,  IlL 

National  Aid  Association — S.  P.  Cooley,  701  Jackson  St.,  Topeka,  Kan. 

National  Union — J.  M.  Myers,  Hartford  Block,  Toledo,  O. 

National  Reserve  Association — B.  F.  Burd,  Baird  Bldg.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

New  England  Order  Protection— Daniel  M.  Frye,  48  Milk  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Order  United  Friends— R.  H.  Bernham,  2016  Seventh  Ave.,  New  York  City, 
N.  Y. 

Protected  Home  Circle — W.  S.  Palmer,  Sharon,  Pa. 

Royal  Arcanum — W.  O.  Robson,  407  Shawmut  Ave..  Boston,  Mass. 

Royal  League — Charles  E.  Piper,  1608  Masonic  Temple,  Chicago,  111. 

Royal  Neighbors  of  America — Mrs.  Winnie  Fielder,  408  Persimmons  St., 
Peoria,  111. 

Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows — James  W.  Swoger,  180  Summer  St.,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Royal  Templars  of  Temperance— E.  B.  Rew,  43  Niagara  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Royal  Highlanders — F.  J.  Sharp,  Aurora,  Neb. 

Select  Friends— W.  I.  Linn,  Fort  Scott,  Kan. 

Shield  of  Honor— Wm.  T.  Henry,  205  East  Fayette  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Supreme  Court  of  Honor — W.  E.  Robinson,  Springfield,  111. 

Supreme  Lodge,  Order  Mutual  Protection — G.  Del.  Vecchio,  Room  810,  260 
Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Tribe  of  Ben-Hur — F.  L.  Snyder,  Crawfordsvtlle,  Ind. 

United  Order  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers — James  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

United  Order  of  the  Golden  Cross — W.  R.  Cooper,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Woodmen  of  the  World— John  T.  Yates,  211  Sheely  Block,  Omaha,  Neb. 
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MEETINGS. 

Organization— Washington,  D.  C,  November  16.  1886. 
First  Annual  Meeting— Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  15,  1887. 
Sfcond  Annual  Meeting— New  York,  N.  Y.,  November  20-21,  1888. 
TAird  Annvia,\  Meeting— Boston,  Mass  .  November  12-13,  1889. 
Fourth  Annual  Meeting— Pittsburg,  Pa.,  November  11-12,  1890. 
Fifth  Annual  Meeting— Washington,  D.  C  ,  November  10-12  (inc.)  1891. 
Sixth  Annual  Meeting— Washington,  D.  C,  November  15-17  (inc.)  1892. 
Seventh  Annual  Meeting — Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  21-28  (inc.)  1898. 
Eighth  Annual  Meeting— Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  20-22  (inc  )  1894. 
Ninth  Annual  Meeting— Toronto,  Ont.,  Can.,  November  19-21  (inc  )  1896. 
Tenth  Annual  Meeting— Louisville,  Ky.,  November  17-19  (inc.)  1896. 
Eleventh  Annual  Meeting — Port  Huron,  Mich.,  October  5-7  (inc.)  1897. 
Twelfth  Annual  Meeting— Baltimore,  Md.,  November  15-18  (inc.)  1898. 


PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  CONGRESS. 

1886-87— Leroy  Andrus,  Buflfalo,  N.  Y.— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1887-88— John  Haskell  Butler,  Boston,  Mass.— R.  A. 
1888-89— John  Haskell  BuUer,  Boston,  Mass.— R.  A. 
1889-90— D.  H.  Shields,  Hannibal,  Mo.— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1890-91— A.  R.  Savage,  Auburn,  Me.— K.  of  H. 
1891-92— Adam  Warnock,  Boston,  Mass —A.  L.  of  H. 
1892-93— M.  G.  Jeffries,  Janesville,  Wis.— N.  U. 
1893-94— N.  S.  Boynton,  Port  Huron,  Mich.— K.  O.  T.  M. 
1^94-95^3.  A.  Will,  Pittsburg,  Pa.— I.  O.  H. 
1895-96— W.  R.  Spooner.  New  York,  N.  Y.-^R.  S.  G.  F. 
1896-97— J.  G.  Johnson,  Pcabody,  Kan.— M.  W.  A. 
1897-98— J.  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence,  Mass.— U.  O.  P.  F. 
1898-99— D.  E.  Stevens,  Philadelphia,  Pa.— F.  M.  C. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


1886-87— Wm.  H.  Barnes,  San  Francisco,  Cal.— K.  of  H. 
1887_88— Warren  Totten,  Woodstock,  Ont.,  Can.— R.  A. 
1888-89— Warren  Totten,  Woodstock,  Ont.,  Can.— R,  A. 
1889-90— A.  R.  Savage.  Auburn,  Me.  — K.  of  H. 
1890-91— Adam  Warnock,  Boston,  Mass.— A.  L.  of  H. 
1891-92— M.  G.  Jeffries,  Janesville,  Wis.— N.  U. 
1892-93— N.  S.  Boynton,  Port  Huron,  Mich.— K.  O.  T.  M. 
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1898-94— S.  A.  Will.  Pittsburg.  Pa.— I.  O.  H. 
1894-95— W.  R.  Spooner.  New  York,  N.  Y.— R.  S.  G.  F. 
1895-96— J.  G.  Johnson.  Pcabody.  Kan.— M.  W.  A. 
1896-97— J.  E.  Shepard,  Lawrence.  Mass.— U.  O.  P.  F. 
1897-98— D.  E.  Stevens,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  F.  M.  C. 
1898-99— Oronhyateicha,  M.  D.,  Toronto.  Ont.  -I.  O.  F. 


SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER. 

1886-87— R.  C.  Hill  (Recording  SeC),  Buffalo.  N.  Y.— S.  K. 

O.  M.  Shedd  (Corresponding  Sec),  Poughkccpsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 

Halvor  Nelson  (Treasurer),  Washington,  D.  C— E.  R.  K.  of  P. 
1887-88— O.  M.  Shedd  (Rec.  and  Cor.  Sec),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 

Halvor  Nelson  (Treasurer),  Washington.  D.  C— E.  R.  K.  of  P. 
1888-89— Samuel  Nelson  (Recording  Sec),  Buffalo,  N,  Y.— R.  T.  of  T. 

O.  M.  Shedd  (Corresponding  Sec),  Poughkeepsie,  N,  Y. — C.  F. 

George  Hawkes  (Treasurer),  Philadelphia,  Pa.— E.  R.  K.  of  P. 
1889-90— O.  M.  Shedd  (Secretary),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 

George  Hawkes  (Treasurer).  Philadelphia,  Pa.— E.  R.  K.  of  P. 
1890-91— O.  M.  Shedd  (Secretary),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 

George  Hawkes  (Treasurer),  Philadelphia,  Pa.— E.  R.  K.  of  P. 
1891-92— O.  M.  Shedd  (Sec-Treas.),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 
1893-93— O.  M.  Shedd  (Sec-Treas.),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 
1898-94— O.  M.  Shedd  (Sec-Treas.),  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.— C.  F. 
1894-95— M.  W.  Sackett  (Sec-Treas.),  Meadvillc,  Pa.— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1895-96— M.  W.  Sackett  (Sec-Treas.),  Meadville.  Pa— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1896-97— M.  W.  Sackett  (Sec-Treas.).  Meadville,  Pa.— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1897-98— M.  W.  Sackett  (Sec-Treas.),  Meadville,  Pa.— A.  O.  U.  W. 
1898-99— M.  W.  Sackett  (Sec-Treas.).  Meadville.  Pa —A.  O.  U.  W. 
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Mr.  McClintock — To  change  the  date  of  Annual  Meeting 86 
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